
Morning Sermon December 8, 2019 

“The Catch and the Call” John 21 
 

I. The catch was a big one – 
1. Big regarding the number of large fish caught – 
11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large 

fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the 
net was not broken.  John 21:11 (NKJV)  

 
2. Big, because it was wholly and obviously a catch caused by 

Christ and for His glory – 
A. Verse :1 tells us that it was in this way Christ showed Himself – 

21 After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at 
the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself: John 21:1 
(NKJV) 
 

B. Verse three tells us they had been out the entire night, yet 
caught nothing – 

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”  They said to him, “We 
are going with you also.” They went out and immediately got into the 
boat, and that night they caught nothing.  John 21:3 (NKJV) 
 

• If you are thirsty you appreciate water more 

• If you are starving, you appreciate food more 

• If you are up the entire night fishing and suddenly in the 
morning you catch 153 large fish with one more lowering 
of the net, you appreciate the CATCH MORE! 

 
C. They (especially John) knew this was Christ before they saw 

Him – 
7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the 

Lord!” Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 
John 21:7 (NKJV) 

 
3. Big, because it was a fisherman’s dream, come true – 
A. Peter was the leader among the fisherman Apostles 
B. Peter was the one who decided to go fishing again – 

3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”   

C. Jesus is the One who makes the fisherman’s dream come true 
– 

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Children, have you any food?” 
They answered Him, “No.” 

6 And He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.” So they cast, and now they were not able to draw it 
in because of the multitude of fish. John 21:5–6 (NKJV) 

 
D. This catch was part of Jesus’ weaning of Peter from one of his 

loves, fishing – 
By blessing Peter with this catch: 

• Jesus provides for his apostles’ immediate material needs 

• Jesus shows FISHING is not inherently sinful 

• Jesus meets Peter’s felt emotional / dream need (or desire 
for) such a catch 

 
This become a bridge to a higher calling – 
18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 
were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and followed 
Him. 

21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets. He called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed Him. 
 

II. The call was bigger than fishing --- 
1. It was a breakfast call - 

12 Jesus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” ….  John 21:12 (NKJV) 
 

Personal, intimate… a face to face meeting 
 

2. After breakfast Jesus challenges Peter’s commitment – 
A. He knew Peter loved fishing - 
15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” 

He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”  John 21:15 (NKJV) 
 



B. Peter loved fishing, He loved Jesus more than fishing, yet he 
had failed Jesus by denying Him three times! 
 

C. I believe the BIG Miracle Catch was mostly for Peter’s benefit, 
it was part of Jesus’ way of telling Peter, He (Jesus) still loved 
him and still had a calling for him! 
 

D. Jesus uses the word agapas - Love, while Peter replies with 
Philo - love… 

Jesus is asking, “do YOU PETER, have great self-sacrificing LOVE for 
Me?”   Peter is replying, “Lord you know I love YOU, because of WHO 
YOU ARE; not because of who I am …” 
 
  Peter had boasted great love – 

33 Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble 
because of You, I will never be made to stumble.” 
Matthew 26:33 (NKJV) 
 

Yet he fell terribly … 
73 And a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, 

“Surely you also are one of them, for your speech betrays you.” 
74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know the 

Man!”  Immediately a rooster crowed. Matthew 26:73–74 (NKJV) 
 

Peter had denied Jesus three times!  At breakfast Jesus asks Peter 
three times, do you love me?  With agape (self-sacrificing love) and 
Peter answers humbly, I love You, with phileo (because of Who You 
are LORD) love. 

 
3. Jesus also calls Peter to leadership: 

He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” John 21:15 (NKJV) 
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” John 21:16 (NKJV) 
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. John 21:17 (NKJV) 
 

III. The call would require Peter’s all – 
18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded 
yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you 

where you do not wish.” 19 This He spoke, signifying by what death 
he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, 
“Follow Me.”  John 21:18–19 (NKJV) 
 

1. Here a painful death is promised Peter, tradition, not Scripture, 
tells us Peter was crucified upside down! 

2. In the end, he does die for Christ! 
 

3. Before he dies, he (Peter) is a fisher of men – 
38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and 
to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” 
40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, 
“Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly 
received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand 
souls were added to them.  Acts 2:38–41 (NKJV) 

Three thousand souls weigh a lot more on God’s scales than 153 large 
fish! 
 

IV. The call was to John also, but different – 
20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved 

following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and said, 
“Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 21 Peter, seeing him, said to 
Jesus, “But Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If I will 
that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”  23 Then 
this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not 
die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that 
he remain till I come, what is that to you?”  24 This is the disciple who 
testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his 
testimony is true.  25 And there are also many other things that Jesus 
did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen. 
John 21:20–25 (NKJV) 

 

While Peter caught many men with his preaching, how many has 
John caught with his writing?  We all have different calls!  John did not 
die in the same way Peter did … yet still he lived and died for Christ!  
We are all called to do the same, yet not in the same way! 


