
Dec. 12, 2021 

The Joy of Prophets and Angels 
 

1 Peter 1:3-12 
 
Rejoice, oh troubled soul! For the wonder of Christmas has secured for 
you a living hope. 
 
LTS: Heb. 1:1-9 
 

Introduction: 
     This morning I’m modifying my preaching schedule because I realized that if I begin 
preaching through Romans five today, the flow of Paul’s instruction will get broken up over the 
Christmas holiday and I really prefer to start a new major section when I can be reasonably sure 
of getting a good running start.   

    You have probably already noticed that the text for this morning if from 1 Peter. The reason I 
chose this passage rather than one of the traditional Christmas texts is for pastoral reasons. This 
has been a year of suffering for our congregation and for the whole world. The passage that I 
have chosen is one that knits together the experience of personal suffering with the promise and 
fulfillment of the long-expected Messiah. I hope this message will be a encouragement to every 
believer in our church who is experiencing some level of personal suffering at the beginning of 
this Christmas season.   

    In short, the message of this passage is this:  

Rejoice, oh troubled soul! For the wonder of Christmas has secured for you a living hope. 

 

If you have a Bible this morning, I invite you to turn with me to   

1 Peter 1. 

 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-16 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 



imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by 
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time.  
     6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of 
your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy 
that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your 
faith, the salvation of your souls.  
     10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the 
grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring 
what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached 
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into 
which angels long to look.  

 

 

I. Introduction:  
     I should tell you up front that we won’t have time this morning to consider every remarkable 
doctrine and exhortation to be discovered on the opening page of Peter’s first epistle. This is 
going to be more like a 20,000 foot flyover from which I think we will still be able to view some 
of the towering peaks if divine revelation designed by the Spirit for our encouragement and 
sanctification.  

      As we begin, allow me point out three major themes in this passage that kind of set the stage 
for Peter’s message to God’s people. Without elaborating, let me just tell you that the three 
themes are Suffering, salvation, and Joy.  

Peter is writing this epistle to Christians who are NOT yet experiencing persecution but are 
struggling with issues that might tempt them to turn inward, to set their focus on certain good 
things they don’t have, to forget the precious promises of God for which we can rejoice even 
though (v.6) “now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials.” 

     At this point in church history, believers were facing the kinds of trials we face. For example:  

• there were occasional problems with the government (2:13-17).  

• There were difficulties with employers or “masters” (2:18-20).  

• And there were also significant struggles taking place in the home between husbands and 
wives (3:1-7).  



• These and many other hardships are the common experience of those who live in this 
world East of Eden – as they say.  

     But here’s the thing. Peter is writing to remind us that since God has “caused us to be born 
again by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, we have a living hope. Why does he call it a 
“Living hope?”  Well, hope is alive because Jesus is alive. More specifically, this hope is an 
eschatological hope. It is a hope (or promise) that will ultimately be fulfilled when the Living 
Christ returns to bring us home. 

     Now I only have two points in this message and both are questions.  

 

I. Why Celebrate Christmas? 
1. Of course the world has an answer to this question, and it doesn’t have anything to do with the 
Jesus of the Bible. Christians, however, have good reason to rejoice and celebrate Christ even in 
times of suffering. Celebrating Christ is not merely an annual holiday for believers. It is 
something we do every day! 

2. We should note that Peter is NOT commanding believers to do anything here. He is simply 
reminding us that the benefits (or gifts) we receive from the resurrected Christ are so wonderful 
that our joy in them should govern the way think and live. Our lives should be characterized by 
Hope and joy because of our eternal salvation in Jesus Christ even as we experience various 
trials. 

3. I think this is a great text to consider at Christmas time, because the long-awaited arrival of 
Jesus the Messiah marks the beginning of our gospel hope. The many O.T. promises that one day 
God would send His Messiah to save us began long before the manger scene in Bethlehem. It 
proceeded through 33 years of Jesus’ life and ministry. It reached its Apex at the cross and 
culminated in His resurrection, and assentation back into heaven. 

4. As a pastor and biblical counselor I know that many people struggle during the Christmas 
season. For them, the holidays are NOT occasions of joy but sorrow. Sometimes that’s because 
of  

• the loneliness of singleness,  

• the loss of a spouse or other family member.  

• Others struggle with illness that robs them of the freedom to participate in the 
celebrations of the season.  

• Still others struggle with financial pressures, family breakup, divorce, and various kinds 
of conflict with people at work or among hostile members of the extended family.  

5. It’s hard to rejoice when facing difficult trials or when you know that one is waiting for you at 
the next doctor’s appointment or family gathering. Believers are not exempt from personal 



suffering. The danger, however, is that if we are not intentional about addressing our thoughts 
and feelings in a biblical manner, bad news and unwanted circumstances can rob us of our joy – 
even at Christmas.  

But God wants us to be ruled by His promises rather than our problems. Notice what Peter says. 

Read 1:3 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead,  

 

6. In the midst of our suffering (no matter the cause) believers can celebrate and rejoice because 
God has given us a living hope that comes through Jesus’ resurrection!   

7. Hope from God is the ultimate Christmas present. It is the gift of salvation. It is the gift of 
personal, vital fellowship with God. Jesus Christ our Lord purchased this eternal gift with his 
own precious blood. And he has given it to you!   

8. This should have a profound impact on our lives today. Why? Because Peter says God’s gift 
not only secures eternal life for the future but fills us with “living hope” for today!  

9. Do you know why many people become sad, despondent, and depressed during the holidays? 
It’s often because they either want something they don’t have or have something they don’t 
want. Our thoughts and feelings can be ruled by what we desire but don't have rather than what 
we have but don’t deserve.  

So Peter, reminds us that God has given us something that’s infinitely more precious, more 
valuable, more satisfying more enduring than any good thing we can hope for in this world. 
What did He give us? He gave us the resurrected Christ, our living Hope.  

7. What is the substance of that hope? Peter refers to it as our inheritance.   

A. (v.4)  Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too will be raised to “an inheritance 
that is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you.”  

B. As Tom Schreiner puts it, Peter was inviting the recipients of this letter to “look to the 
future with the sure confidence that inestimable blessing awaits them. Nor is their 
confidence baseless superstition. It is grounded in and secured by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Their hope, in other words, is the hope of resurrection, triumph over death; 
hence, whatever happens to them in this world is trivial compared to the blessing of the 
future resurrection.1 

a. My friend, there is nothing in this world that can compare. No money, no 
relationship, no achievement, no career, no feeling in this life can ever be 

                                                 
1 Thomas R. Schreiner, 1, 2 Peter, Jude, vol. 37, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 2003), 62. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac37?ref=Bible.1Pe1.3&off=2712&ctx=+by+their+troubles.+%7EThey+look+to+the+fut


“imperishable”, “undefiled,” and incapable of “fading away.” But your 
inheritance in heaven is all of these things.  

8. Consider 2 Cor. 4:16-18  

Therefore, we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light 
affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison, while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

9. Do you see it, beloved? Why do Christians “lose heart”? Is it not because we get focused on 
the temporal rather than the eternal? When our future orientation is set on things that fade 
and perish, we find it impossible to rejoice in the promises of God. Peter would have us shift 
our orientation away from our circumstances and onto the unshakable promises of God. You 
should rejoice and celebrate this Christmas because you have been given an inheritance.  

10. And notice that There is absolutely no chance of you missing out on this inheritance.   

b. (v.5) Peter says you are “protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” 

c. Since you belong to Christ, you are under God’s protection. No matter how 
difficult your trials become, God WILL bring you to your ultimate salvation. You 
WILL receive the inheritance kept in heaven for you. 

d. You see, beloved, the doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints is not about you 
preserving yourself, but about God preserving you. He is committed to infallibly 
bringing you to your final and eternal inheritance. 

e. After all, how did we get this inheritance in the first place? Look back at v. 3:  

f. “According to His great mercy He has caused us to be born again…”  

g. If you were the cause of your salvation, you could have NO assurance that you 
will receive it! But YOU didn’t cause it! God did… from before the foundation of 
the world.  

h. And he is committed to preserving you until the inheritance is yours. That’s 
security. But there’s more… 

11. When you receive your inheritance, you will be glorified.  Read v.7 
 

     “so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 
perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 
glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  



 
 

12. Now, We don’t have time to drill deeply into this amazing gift, but suffice it to say that the 
“praise and glory and honor” Peter is referring to are not being rendered to Jesus in this text, 
but to you who believe. On that day, God will honor those who trusted him in the midst of 
their difficulties and struggles. To them He will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 
That’s amazing to think about, isn’t it? And we should think about it often! Especially in 
times of difficulty and pain. 

13. Beloved, we have every reason to celebrate Christ, because even our struggles are 
instruments in God’s hands for your good because all your trials are governed by the Sovereign 
hand of your savior.  

 

        Charles Spurgeon once said,  

 

“Had any other condition been better for you than the one you are 
now in, divine love would have put you there.” 

 

14. Why should we celebrate Christmas? For all these reasons and more.  

 

Now lets think for a moment about … 

 

II. How we should celebrate Christmas  
1. Read 10-12 

      Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace 
that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what 
person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were serving NOT themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached 
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into 
which angels long to look. 

 
  

2. Now I want you to see that the prophets serve as an example of what it means to know the 
privilege of enjoying and anticipating the salvation God has promised us in Christ. Even 
though they were the ones who recorded the prophesies of the coming Messiah, they didn’t 
know  



• when he would come and  

• how he would suffer. These were the men who wrote such passages as:  

A. Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be 
with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.”  

B. Isaiah 9:6  “For unto us a child is born. Unto us a son will be given; And the government 
will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 

C. Micah. 5:2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from 
long ago, From the days of eternity.” 
 

3. Peter is telling us that the prophets who recorded these prophesies of Messiah had limited 
knowledge and understanding about the fulfillment of the Messianic promises.  So, they 
prophesied of the grace that was to come.” What was the “grace that was to come?” It was none 
other than the Person and atoning work of the promised Messiah.  

4. So what did they do? They did what we should do. They studied the Scriptures. What were 
they looking for? Peter says they were seeking to understand who the Messiah was and when he 
would come. Now that sounds like a direct reference to what we know as Christmas – the 
incarnation of Jesus Christ.  

5. My point is, if the prophets with all their knowledge of the Bible thought they needed to study 
the Scriptures to discover the glories of God’s grace, how much more should we? In other words, 
we should celebrate Christmas by studying the promises of the gospel in God’s word… And not 
just in the holiday season but all year long, because the more we study the mystery of God’s gift 
to us, the more there is to know and rejoice in.  

5. And as if the prophets were not a sufficient example of what it means to know the privilege of 
enjoying and anticipating the salvation God has promised, Peter makes mention of the angels as 
well, (12) “Things into which angels long to look.” 

6. Now this is amazing when you consider the fact that it was an angel who came to Mary to 
inform her of God’s plan. And it was an angel who revealed to Zachariah that Messiah was about 
to be born. Moreover, it was a group of angels who announced Jesus’ birth to the Shepherds 
saying,  

“Fear not! For behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be 
for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for 
you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. “This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 



saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with 
whom He is pleased.” 

 

7. The angels were there for all of that, and yet they did not fully comprehend all that the gospel 
is for sinners such as you and I.   

Again, Spurgeon’s eloquence is unmatched when He writes of the angels: 

 

These dear attendants of our wandering footsteps here below, these patient guardians of 
our nightly hours, these angel guides who shall be our companions in death when wife and 
child and friend can go no farther with us – these glorious beings shall learn from our lips 
in Heaven the manifold wisdom of God. They will cluster around us amazed and 
gladdened as, one by one, we stand upon the sea of glass – and they will ask us to rehearse 
again and again the wonders of redeeming love and to tell them what Conversion means, 
and what Sanctification meant, and how the power and wisdom and Grace and patience of 
God were seen in the experience of each one of us – and we will be their joyful teachers, 
world without end.2 

 

8. No angel has ever experienced what you have experienced in Christ; what we will experience 
in His presence. They marvel at the gospel. They rejoice in what they know. And they long to 
look into these things.  

9. How should we celebrate Christmas? We should celebrate it by delving into the rich eternal 
truths of Scripture to discover everything we possibly can about our eternal hope and the glories 
that await us.  

How do you do that? 

A. Resolve to read his word every day (quiet time) 

B. Take notes when you hear the sermon or Sunday School lesson.  

C. Read good books on the subject 

D. Get further training 

 

13. You see beloved, just as the O.T. prophets looked forward to the coming of Messiah, so 
we should long for the return of Messiah. If we are going to celebrate Christmas properly 
– if we are going to celebrate the Christ properly – we must fix our hope completely on 
the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

                                                 
2 Charles Spurgeon, Angelic Interest in the Gospel, Sermon # 2697, http://www.spurgeongems.org 



 

11. You may not know this, but the song “Joy to the World” was not written primarily about the 
birth of Jesus Christ but about His return.  

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come 
Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground 
He comes to make 
His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
 
 
12. I realize that some of you are struggling with various trials and concerns right now, and I 
don’t want to minimize or make lite of your suffering in any way. I simply want to point you to 
the word of God that is calling you to lift you eyes above your problems, griefs, and 
disappointments and recognize how blessed you are to know the Lord Jesus Christ. You have 
every reason to celebrate this Christmas. Through the gospel of Jesus Christ, you have a living 
hope that cannot pass away.  
 
 
So, Rejoice, oh troubled soul! For the wonder of Christmas has secured for you a living hope 
designed to fill your heart with joy. 
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