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Please turn if you have your Bibles to the 40th chapter of Isaiah. We want to read at the 
21st verse.

“Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from 
the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 
are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and 
spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: That bringeth the princes to 
nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. Yea, they shall not be 
planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in 
the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the 
whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. To whom then will ye liken 
me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and 
behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by 
number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for 
that he is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and 
speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is 
passed over from my God? Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that 
the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 
He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”

Let’s ask the Lord’s blessing on his Word.

Our Father, as we come to these pages tonight, we’re thankful indeed that we’re coming 
to the one who is indeed the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth. We thank thee 
that we can realize tonight something of thy greatness and thy majesty and thy power as 
we see the blessings of this inspired Word of God. We realize, Father, that as we look 
around us, on every hand in this world today, we see many languishing in unbelief, many 
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whose hearts are failing them for fear, for looking after the things that are coming upon 
the earth. But we thank thee that our trust tonight is in the solid rock of holy Scripture, 
that we have before us an infallible revelation upon which we can depend and an 
infallible Revelator in whom we have our trust. We pray thy blessing upon us as we come  
tonight to study thy Word together, that the Word of God might be quick and powerful 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing the hearts of those who know not the 
Lord Jesus, to show them the need for salvation and piercing our hearts as thy people to 
cut away the sin, the selfishness, the rebellion that is there that hinders the work of thy 
Spirit that we might be given over to thy truth and we might live in the light of thy power 
working in us. We pray these things in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.

We come tonight to what is a section in the series of messages in our series of our studies 
on the Bible numbers. And we’re seeking to see how God uses numbers in his Word to 
signify certain things. Now, there’s a Bible study sheet that goes with this study that 
looks something like this. If you don’t have one, you can get one back on the literature 
rack on your way out. It lists for you all the primary numbers and tells you what I have 
concluded to be the significance of those numbers throughout the pages of the Word of 
God. It also shows, on the back, a small portion of what is called the Basic Atlas of the 
Heavens in which we see a small part of 1/2000th of the stars that are in the skies set 
before us. And as we read again tonight in the 40th chapter of Isaiah, we’re serving a God 
who brings out this host by number. We’re serving a God who has numbered all these 
stars, who calls them all by their names and One who is able to strengthen and encourage 
our hearts as we see here within the pages of the Word of God how he’s numbered many 
other things and how these things can be significant to our understanding.

In our last study, we were looking at the number one and we saw that in the Bible it is, 
indeed, the number of singular importance. And tonight, we’re going to proceed as time 
permits for these Bible numbers, seeking to  discover something about them, to 
understand something of this vast unfolding of truth that God has given us here in his 
Word.

I came across a little article, Mr. Mike Ingram gave it to me, one of which I had read but 
which I hadn’t read before he showed it to me. I’d heard of the studies of a man with the 
name of Dr. Ivan Panin who was a Harvard scholar and mathematician and who spent 50 
years studying the work of the numerics of the Bible. And in this little tract, a gentleman 
is talking about Dr. Panin and his studies and he’s giving this very vivid description of 
this work that this man did over the 50 year course of his life. He discovered in the 
Hebrew and Greek manuscripts of the Word of God, as we read it here, that every letter 
of the Hebrew and Greek was numbered and occupies its own special place in the order 
of the total number of letters in the Bible. The slightest variations of orthography being 
all God ordained.

This article goes on to say that Dr. Panin laid his discoveries before the readers of a New 
York paper, copies of which were sent to leading skeptical educators and scientists with a 
challenge that they disprove, if possible, the phenomena to which he had called attention. 
Since that time, many other learned skeptics have been confronted with the same 
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evidence and not one has been able to discredit it. This man was studying, of course, as I 
mentioned to you last week, an aspect of Bible numbers that I know absolutely nothing 
about. But he proceeded to prove by numerics that in the original languages, that every 
book of our Bible carries such features that each one is necessary to cause the numerical 
scheme of the entire Bible to work out correctly and that nothing can be added to or 
subtracted from the Bible as we have it, without spoiling these numerical features. Of 
course, this is an amazing testimony to what we believe by faith that this is the infallible 
revelation of God, that this is not the words of men but that it is, in truth, the Word of 
God, that while these men wrote as human beings, they were writing under Divine 
inspiration and these men wrote as they were moved by God the Holy Spirit. 

It’s an interesting thing to notice that this man brings to our attention the fact that God is 
very emphatic in his use of seven throughout the Bible. I told you several years ago, as I 
say, without ever having read this man’s work, that God always does things by sevens 
and it was looming in the back of my mind that what he says here might be the truth and 
I’m glad to know that somebody who knows something about it, has discovered that it is. 
He says that he can take any given subject here in the Word of God, for example the 
genealogy of the Lord Jesus Christ in the opening 17 verses of Matthew, or a book of the 
Bible or the entire Bible as a whole and it shows exactly the same kind of structure all the 
way through it. 

For example, the number of words in the vocabulary will divide by the number seven. 
The number of words beginning with a vowel is divisible by seven. The number of words 
beginning with a consonant is divisible by seven. The number of letters in the vocabulary 
is divisible by seven. Of these letters, those which are consonants and those which are 
vowels both divide by seven. The number of words in the vocabulary occurring more 
than once is divisible by seven. Those occurring only once, likewise, divide by seven. 
And there is a whole long list of things just like that to show that every way that the 
Word of God is looked at numerically, it divides into sevens because, as I say, God 
always does things by sevens.

What we’re seeking to understand in our study, something a little more devotional in the 
way of our study of Bible numbers, we’re trying to understand how to our understanding 
God is using these Bible numbers throughout the pages of his Word to signify certain 
things. And we come tonight to the number two, which in the Bible is the number of 
contrast. And we want to seek to understand how whenever the number two is used in the 
Bible it’s pointing us to a specific contrast of truth from the revelation of God. There is 
another point that we need to remember in studying these things together and reading 
what others have written on this subject, it seems to me that the primary error that men 
have made in establishing the use of Bible numbers is to view them in a sense that is too 
limited.

For example, when we’re talking about the number two, we’re talking about a number 
that’s used over 800 times in the Word of God. And we’re talking about one that must be 
examined in the light of that great multiplicity of uses before we can come to a good 
conclusion about just how this word is used. You’ll notice, here on the Bible study sheet, 
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that out from the number of contrast in parenthesis I have the word “witness” and this is 
what some people have described as being the meaning of the number two in the Bible. 
I’ve included it here as a secondary meaning because sometimes, when you look at it in 
that light, it gives you a better understanding of the truth. 

I notice, for example, as we turn to the 17th chapter of Deuteronomy, the use of this 
number. Notice what we read in the 6th verse, “At the mouth of two witnesses, or three 
witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness 
he shall not be put to death.” This is a principle that is mentioned many, many times here 
in the Old Testament in the sense of promoting justice. God has ordained that the word of 
one person not be taken in many civil matters as far as a testimony against an individual 
to convict him, but he’s ordained that it should be at the mouth of two or three witnesses.

No doubt, of course, the reason for having two witnesses is because when you have two, 
you’ve got a contrasting point of view. You get one person’s personality and their view 
of the situation and then by way of contrast, you get the other person’s view of that same 
situation and you have a contrasting viewpoint. And if these two contrasting viewpoints 
agree, then you have a witness, you have a testimony against someone with regard to a 
court of law. The number two is, indeed, used in the Bible as the number of witness. We 
could talk about the two witnesses in Revelation 11; these two mysterious men that are 
going to come on the scene in the Tribulation period to be witnesses for the Lord Jesus. 

Let’s turn for a moment, if you will, to Genesis 1:1 and we’ll see that there is a broader 
view that’s going to come to our attention tonight. We’re going to see how this number 
two is not only the number of witness in isolated cases and specific instances such as the 
one we just saw in Deuteronomy 17, but it has this far broader meaning of being the 
number of contrast here in the pages of the Word of God. 

We saw last week, that Genesis 1:1 is the statement of singular importance in the Bible, 
the very first one. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” And we saw 
that unless a person can believe that and receive that, there is no point in going on in the 
pages of this truth because without faith it is impossible to believe, to please God because 
“he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.”

Notice the great contrast that we find when we come to the second statement in the Bible, 
“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” 
That doesn’t have a thing in the world to do with witness but it does have a great deal to 
do with contrast. It’s a contrast that’s very stark and deep. “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth,” and then immediately we read that “the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.” I don’t know the 
significance of that; I don’t know what happened between the time that God created it 
and what we read right there but I know that something happened because God’s ways 
are perfect. He never created anything without form and void and when we get to Glory 
one of the first questions that I’m going to ask is just exactly what all that means right 
there in the first two verses of the Bible.
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It’s perfectly proper to point to a given use of the number two in the Word of God as we 
saw it there in Deuteronomy 17 and say, “There it is. The number two is the number of 
witness.” But we need to remember that here as we find it in these other places in the 
Word of God, we’re going to see that it’s more outstandingly the number of contrast. It 
brings before us two contrasting situations or things to help give us understanding of this 
truth. 

A good rule of Bible study is the rule of first mention. It says that the first time that 
something appears in the Bible, you have the key to the understanding of that thing 
throughout the rest of the pages of the Bible. And when we come here to Genesis 1:16, 
we have the first mention of the number two here in the Word of God. “And God made 
two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he 
made the stars also.” Here we have a great contrast, indeed. Two great lights: the sun and 
the moon. One is alive and glowing and full of light; the other is dead and it has only 
reflective light to make it shine. 

Now, God is using this number two here to call our attention to the contrast between 
these two heavenly bodies because, you see, the sun is a picture of the Lord Jesus. In the 
last chapter of the Old Testament, the Book of Malachi, God was speaking to Israel and 
he said to them the Sun of righteousness was going to arise with healing in his wings. 
God was talking about a coming day when the Lord Jesus comes as the Sun of 
righteousness to the nation of Israel and throughout the pages of the Word of God, we 
find the Lord Jesus pictured in this way. He said, “I am the light of the world.” He’s the 
one that lights every man that cometh into the world.

Now, the moon is the other great light that God has set to shine here in his Word and the 
moon is a picture of his church. You remember when the Lord Jesus said, “I am the light 
of the world,” very soon after that he pointed to his disciples and he said, “Ye are the 
light of the world.” But, you see, the Lord Jesus is the light prefigured here by the Sun of 
righteousness; the one who gives this glowing and shining light upon the earth. But we’re 
represented by the moon because we have no light of our own. All we can do is reflect 
the light of the Lord Jesus as it shines into our life. We can only be reflectors of the glory 
of the Son of God to reveal him to this darkened world in which we live in. Man, as he’s 
born into the world, has no light in himself. The only light that we’ll ever get comes from 
God. It comes through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun of righteousness.

Sometimes the contrast in the case of the number two is between the things themselves as 
we see it here, but other times it’s to bring out to us a contrasting situation. Turn for a 
moment, if you will, to Genesis 4 and notice what we read in the 19th verse, “And 
Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the 
other Zillah.” God is not calling our attention here to a contrast between these two 
women but, rather, he’s calling our attention to a situation that is sharply contrasting with 
what has gone before in the matter of marriage. Up to this time, man had only one wife, 
the one of singular importance but when we come here we see the first example of 
polygamy in the Word of God. We see Lamech in contrast to what God intended when he 
took for himself two wives, Adah and Zillah, and there begins this great departure from 

Page 5 of 17



God in the matter of marriage that’s come down to the point today that some people have 
7 or 8 or 9 wives before their lifetime is ended according to the Word of God. 

So, here the contrast is not between the things themselves but the number two is here in 
this situation to point us to this contrasting situation with that which has gone before. 
Rather then spend too much time turning from Scripture to Scripture to prove that the 
number two is the number of contrast, let me just mention some examples to you with 
which you’re all familiar. In the first place, God placed two people here in the Garden of 
Eden, male and female, and I’m sure that you’re quite aware of the fact that there is, 
indeed, a contrast between those two. 

We find set forth here in the Book of Genesis the first Adam, the man that God created 
but when we come to the New Testament, to the writings of the Apostle Paul to the 
church at Corinth, he mentions there the second man, the Lord from heaven, the last 
Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ. And here we see the great contrast that God is bringing to 
our attention between the first man that is of the earth, earthy, and the second man that is 
Lord from heaven. The first two sons, Cain and Abel, are set before us here in the Book 
of Genesis in stark contrast to one another. Cain was a tiller of the ground. Abel was a 
keeper of the sheep. And there is an even further great contrast when we find these men 
coming to God. One coming with the offering of a firstling of the flock, a little lamb, as a 
picture of the coming Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ and the other coming with the 
works of his own hands, with the fruit of the ground, to offer of his own works of 
sacrifice to God. There’s a real contrast there; an eternal contrast because one is the way 
to heaven and the other is the way to hell.

There were two of every sort that went into the ark, male and female. We find here Jacob 
and Esau. We find Isaac and Ishmael. We find Abraham and Lot. We find Rachel and 
Leah. All these people in sharp contrast to one another here in the Book of Genesis and 
here in the Old Testament revelation. 

We find the two natures of the believer when we come to the New Testament Scripture. 
The contrast between that nature with which we’re born and that new nature that comes 
when we become a new creation in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We find the two comings of the Lord in sharp contrast. The first time he came as the 
meek and lowly Lamb of God, the second time, he’s coming as the lion of the tribe of 
Judah to judge the peoples of the world. 

We find the two testaments that God has given. The Old Testament and the New and the 
sharp contrast there because we find in the Old Testament that it ends with a curse 
because we have the law presented there. The New Testament ends with the grace of 
God, the opportunity for our salvation.

Let’s turn for just a moment to Leviticus 16 because as we go through these studies, I 
want to take an obscure passage here and there and try to help you see how it gives some 
light to understand something about these Bible numbers. Leviticus 16, and we want to 
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read the 6th verse, “And Aaron,” Aaron was the High Priest, “shall offer his bullock of the 
sin offering, which is for himself, and make an atonement for himself, and for his house. 
And he shall take the two goats, and present them before the LORD at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And Aaron shall cast lots upon the two goats; one lot for 
the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat. And Aaron shall bring the goat upon 
which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. But the goat, on which the lot 
fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make an atonement 
with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.” 

This was an important sacrifice in the economy of the nation of Israel and it involved two 
goats. One was to shed his blood on the altar. The other, by contrast, was to remain alive 
and to carry the sins of the people in a figure out into the wilderness. The priest would lay 
his hands on the head of this goat as a picture of the fact that he was laying a 
representation of the sins of the people upon the head of this goat and he’d be sent off 
into the wilderness bearing the sins of the people. This, of course, is a picture of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And these two goats, in contrast here, are a picture to us of the sharply 
contrasting features of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary. One of 
these goats shed his blood on the altar, the other carried the sins of the people into the 
wilderness. 

This is all a picture of the Lord Jesus because when he died there were two sharply 
contrasting aspects of his death: 1. that he was offered without spot to God as he shed his 
blood for our sins, to pay for them. The other is, that he was made a curse for us. The 
Lord Jesus was made sin. “He who knew no sin that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in him.” This is the contrasting picture. The Lamb without blemish, without spot 
offered to God, being made a curse for us. “Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.” 
And the Lord Jesus hung there for your sins and for mine, to make our salvation possible.

While we’re here in the Book of Leviticus, there is another beautiful example of this 
same truth in Leviticus 14 and what we read in the first verse, “And the LORD spake 
unto Moses, saying, This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: He shall 
be brought unto the priest: and the priest shall go forth out of the camp; and the priest 
shall look, and, behold, if the plague of leprosy be healed in the leper; Then shall the 
priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar 
wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: and the priest shall command that one of the birds be 
killed in an earthen vessel over running water: As for the living bird, he shall take it, and 
the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in 
the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water: and he shall sprinkle upon 
him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, 
and shall let the living bird loose into the open field.”

Here we see set before us some very beautiful typology. Two little birds involved in this 
sacrifice taken by the priest as a sacrifice for sin. One to be killed in an earthen vessel 
over running water and the other one to be dipped in that blood to fly away into the field. 
Now, all of this is a picture, again, of the Lord Jesus Christ. Everything in this book 
points to him but you see there are two sharply contrasting aspects of what happened to 
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the Lord Jesus. That’s why there are two birds because one represents the death of Christ, 
the other represents the fact that he was to rise again from the dead. The bird that was 
killed shed his blood; he was killed in an earthen vessel over running water. This was the 
way it was for the Lord Jesus. He came into this world, he took upon himself the form of 
a servant and was made in the likeness of men. Now, we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us. The Lord Jesus 
came in the earthen vessel of a human body and he was killed over running water. You 
see, it was the water of the Word of God that caused the death of the Lord Jesus. The 
Word of God had spoken. The Word of God had said, “For the wages of sin is death,” 
and that truth must be upheld. And he had to shed his blood because the truth of God was 
spoken.

But, you see, that’s not the end of the story. This other little bird, having been dipped in 
the blood, was let loose into the open field to fly away. All of this was a picture of the 
fact that the Lord Jesus died not to be dead forever but he said, “I am he that liveth and 
was dead and behold I am alive forevermore.” You see, after he spent three days and 
three nights in the grave, after he had borne our sins in his own body on the tree, he was 
raised again for our justification. Even though he had died on the cross of Calvary, he 
was to get the victory over sin and death and hell and to be alive forevermore. Two 
sharply contrasting birds, two sharply contrasting aspects of the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for sinners.

The meaning of the number two is very obvious because by the time you have come 
across those over 800 instances of the number two and seen how easy it is to note the fact 
that God is bringing a contrast, it becomes so obvious that you don’t even want to talk 
about it too much anymore except to enjoy the beauty of it. We were studying recently in 
Matthew 7 in our studies on the Sermon on the Mount and we saw there how God is 
contrasting two gates and two ways and two crowds and two ends. The strait gate and the 
narrow way that leads to life and few there be that find it. The broad road that leads to 
destruction. We saw that in that same chapter, he’s presenting two trees and two fruits: 
the good tree that’s going to bring forth good fruit and the corrupt tree that’s going to 
bring forth evil fruit.

Then he told a story about the man who builds his house upon the sand. Two men, two 
houses, two foundations, two storms, two results. Always two, two, two, to emphasize to 
us the great contrast between the man with his house upon the rock and the man with his 
house upon the sand. The man who is like a good tree and bringing forth good fruit and 
the man who is like an evil tree bringing forth corrupt fruit. The man who is on the strait 
gate and walking in the narrow way that leads to life and the man who is on the broad 
road that leads to destruction. There is a great contrast there.

The meaning, as I say, is so obvious that we’ll stop there and go on to the number three 
because this is one that is to be found with it’s derivatives over 500 times in the Word of 
God. We can see, by many passages of Scripture, that the number three in the Bible is, I 
believe, the number of completion.
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Let’s turn to the first mention of it in Genesis 6. Notice what we read in the 10th verse, 
“And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” Now look at Genesis 9:a9, 
“These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.” So we 
see here that after the deluge of the flood, these three were going to be the complete 
foundation for a new human race. This is the key to the understanding of it throughout 
the pages of the Word of God: the number three will demonstrate to us time and time and 
time again that it is, indeed, in creation and in the Word of God and in the works of God 
the number of completion. Some have said that the number three is the number of God 
because God is a trinity, but I don’t know what the number of God would have to do with 
Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

It is the threefold nature of God that makes him complete. The Son is not complete 
without the Spirit and the Father. The Father is not complete without the Spirit and the 
Son. The Spirit is not complete without the Son and the Father. That’s why the Lord 
Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing.” Because God is a trinity and unity, he’s a 
tri-unity because it takes all three persons or personalities of the Godhead to form the 
completeness of God himself.

Others have said that the number three is the number of resurrection because the Lord 
Jesus rose again on the third day. But, again, what does resurrection have to do with the 
three sons of Noah? Nothing at all that I can see. The Lord Jesus rose the third day 
because that was the completion of his earthly purpose. As we saw it just a moment ago 
in the figure of those two birds, it was not just enough for him to die and to be buried but 
he had to rise again from the dead the third day.

Now, the Lord Jesus, in another context in Luke 13:32 was speaking about Herod, “And 
he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day 
and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” That Greek word there “perfected” 
is teleioo which means “to complete” or “to bring to an end.” “And he said unto them, Go 
ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and 
the third day I shall be complete.” Now, he’s talking about the same type of thing. The 
number three there as it is here speaking to us of completion.

It marks things for us that are whole or complete. It marks things to which nothing need 
be added or from which nothing may be subtracted without spoiling it. Completion in the 
sense that we usually understand completion. Again, I’ll mention a few well-known 
examples to you and then we’ll look at a few more. It was on the third day of creation, as 
we find it here in the Book of Genesis, that the environment of this world was completed 
and ready for human habitation. Still there in Genesis 1 we see a system of heavenly 
bodies created by creation: the sun, the moon and the stars. We see three life forms on the 
earth: plants, animals and man. In Genesis 3 we have the complete temptation of Eve. 
She saw that the Tree of Knowledge was good for food, the lust of the flesh; she saw that 
it was pleasant to the eyes, the lust of the eyes; and she saw that it was a tree to be desired 
to make one wise, the pride of life. That’s the complete temptation: the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. When you get that, you have it all.
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Throughout this universe, we find that the God of the universe that we’re reading about 
there in Isaiah 40 tonight, is the one who has stamped upon it the number of completion. 
The universe, for example, is made up of three things and only three things: it’s made up 
of time, space and matter. Time is made up of three things: past, present and future. 
Space is made up of three things: length, breadth, and height. Matter is made up of three 
things: energy, motion and visible phenomenon. 

The whole world revolves around this tri-unity because, you see, that’s a testimony to the 
nature of God. God is a complete God. He’s all that we need. He’s everything that we 
must have for life and existence here in this universe and he’s demonstrated that by 
stamping it all over creation. There are three types of matter: animal, vegetable and 
mineral. There are three human abilities: thought, word and deed. There are three all-
encompassing attributes of God: omnipotent, omniscience and omnipresence and those 
three encompass everything else. 

We find the same thing to be true throughout these pages. We find the number three 
speaking to us of the completion in any given situation. In the third hour the Lord Jesus 
Christ was crucified. That was the completion of the enmity of man against the Son of 
God. As we saw Sunday night, there were three languages used in the inscription above 
him on the cross, the King of the Jews, demonstrating the complete rejection of the Lord 
Jesus. He was rejected by the world. He was rejected by the church. He was rejected by 
the political system of his day. It was written in Greek and Hebrew and Latin. 

There were three hours of darkness when the Lord Jesus was crucified. There was 
darkness over all the earth from the sixth to the ninth hour. That speaks to us of the 
complete judgment of God that was brought to bear upon the Lord Jesus as he hung there 
on the cross. It was the third day that he rose again – complete victory over death as he 
came forth from the grave victorious.

Turn for a moment, if you will, to Matthew 4. Notice what we read in the first verse, 
“Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. And 
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. And when 
the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones 
be made bread.” Alright, so here’s the devil coming to the Lord Jesus in the wilderness. 
Notice what he says there in verse 4, “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 
Look at verse 7, “Jesus said unto him, It is written again.” Look at verse 10, “Then saith 
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve.” Three times he said it was written and, you see, he 
did that because this is the complete defeat of Satan right here. That’s all that the Lord 
Jesus needed was the Word of God and the devil was a completely defeated foe as we see 
it there in verse 11, “Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him.”

Turn if you will to Hebrews 9. Notice what we read in verse 26, about middle ways of the 
verse, “but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
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sacrifice of himself.” That was when the Lord Jesus came to earth. “Once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Look at verse 24, 
“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” The second 
appearing is right now as he’s at the right hand of the throne of God as our intercessor. 
Look at verse 28, “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” These three 
appearings here in Hebrews 9 testify to the completeness of the presence of the Son of 
God. He appeared first of all here in this world to put away sin with the sacrifice of 
himself. He’s now appearing in the presence of God for us and he shall appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation when he comes again.

There are so many more that we could look at if we had time. Three times God the Father 
spoke audibly from heaven. Matthew 3:17, Matthew 17:5 and John 12:28. Three times, 
the Father spoke from heaven to give testimony to the fact that this way, indeed, his 
beloved Son in whom he was well pleased. The complete authentication of his Son.

The Lord raised three people from the dead in the New Testament. A 12 year old girl, the 
young man, the son of the widow of Nain and Lazarus because, you see, that was a 
complete demonstration of the power of the Lord Jesus over death. 

We find the Lord Jesus represented here in the Word of God as having three offices: he’s 
our prophet, he’s our priest, he’s our King. It’s like that because that’s the number of 
completion. That’s all we need. We need a prophet. We need a priest. We need a King. 
And we have them all in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We find represented to us the three-fold care of the Lord Jesus because we find him as 
the Good Shepherd and the Great Shepherd and the Chief Shepherd. We find that the 
three enemies of the Christian mentioned here in the Bible are the world, the flesh and the 
devil and, certainly, that’s enough, the number of completion.

The Apostle Paul said, “Now abideth these three, faith, hope and love but the greatest of 
these is love.” That’s the one of singular importance. The complete nature of man is 
made up of spirit and soul and body.

1 John 5:8, “And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and 
the blood: and these three agree in one.” 

When we come to Jude 11 we find complete apostasy because we find mentioned there 
the way of Cain, the error of Balaam and the gainsaying of Core and those are the three 
things that go to make up complete apostasy from the truth of God.

Here within the pages of the Bible, over and over again God is giving testimony so that 
we can’t miss it, to the fact that the number three denotes completion. He’s wanting us to 
know and to understand that just as he is complete in and of himself, he has made this 
blessed provision for you and me. 
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There you have 30 examples of ways in which the number three denotes complete. We 
want to take just a moment to see if we can learn something about the use of the number 
four. The number four stands out to us as the number of revelation. Whenever you find 
this number four in the Bible, it’s because God has something outstanding that he wants 
to reveal to us. The number four appears over 400 times here in the Word of God and 
there is no accident in the fact that it’s found more in the books of Ezekiel and Daniel and 
Revelation than any other three books because, you see, these books deal outstandingly 
with prophecy, with that which is to be revealed. And so we find the number four there 
very often.

Let’s turn to the Book of Daniel for a moment and we want to notice some things there in 
this regard. Daniel 1:6, “Now among these,” speaking of the captives carried away into 
Babylon, “were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: Unto 
whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of 
Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, 
of Abednego.” I’m sure you’ve heard of these three men: Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego and, of course, Daniel, the author of the book. But notice the thing that 
characterizes these four men, verse 17, “As for these four children, God gave them 
knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all 
visions and dreams.” You see, these four men had supernatural revelation. Of all the 
people in the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar, these were the four because the number four 
is the number of revelation. These men had God-given understanding. Things were 
revealed to these men that were not revealed to anybody else.

Turn over to Daniel 5:5. Here in Daniel 5:5, I’m sure you know the story: Belshazzar, the 
king, had made a great feast here in Babylon. He had even gone so far as to take the 
golden vessels out of the temple, out of the house of God from Jerusalem and to bring 
them here and use these things in this great celebration, desecrating these sanctified 
vessels of God. And here in the 5th verse we read, “In the same hour came forth fingers of 
a man's hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the 
king's palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.” I’m sure you’ve heard 
this story before, about the handwriting on the wall. But it’s very interesting to notice 
what was revealed when this finger of God wrote on the wall. Notice what we read in 
verse 25 of this same chapter, “And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN.” Four words. Four words that God used in this handwriting on the 
wall to reveal what was going to happen to Belshazzar, to the fact that his kingdom was 
going to be divided and given to the Medes and the Persians. The fact that he had been 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. He didn’t measure up to the standard of God. 
And when God got ready to reveal this thing to this man, with his own fingers, he wrote 
on the wall four words.

Now turn to Daniel 7:3, “And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from 
another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings.” Verse 5, “And behold another 
beast, a second, like to a bear.” Verse 6, “After this I beheld, and lo another, like a 
leopard.” Verse 7, “After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, 
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dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it.” Here are four beasts. Four 
great beasts that we’ve studied many times as we’ve considered the Book of Daniel that 
represent to us the four great Gentile powers that were going to dominate the earth: 
Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and the iron kingdom, the Roman Empire. Now, when 
God got ready to reveal this thing, he did it by means of four. Four great kingdoms: the 
kingdom of Babylon; the kingdom of Medo-Persia; the kingdom of Greece; and the iron 
kingdom of Rome.

Now let’s hurry on a little further to the New Testament. Turn, if you will, to the 24th 
chapter of Matthew. When we come to this New Testament, we come immediately, as we 
open the book, to what is without question the most compelling reason for believing that 
the number four in the Bible is the number of revelation because we meet face-to-face 
immediately with Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The four-fold revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Ezekiel saw four Living Creatures in his book. John saw four in the Book of 
Revelation. One had a face like a lion; the second had a face like an ox; the third had the 
face of a man; and the fourth was like a flying eagle.

These are four symbols that are found from Genesis to Revelation that reveal to us the 
character of the Lord Jesus Christ. And we see them again, right here, in the four 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The lion, of course, is the king of the wild 
animals; the ox is the king of the tame animals; the man is the king over all the created 
beings of God in this world; and the eagle is the king of the birds. 

And all of these are revealing to us various aspects of this four-fold character of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. In Matthew, the Lord Jesus is presented to us as the King, the lion being the 
symbol of his royalty. In Mark, he’s presented as the servant, the ox being the chief 
among the servants of man. In Luke, he’s presented to us as the man and his humanity. 
And in John, he’s presented to us as the flying eagle, the Son of God and God the Son, 
the one who shines forth in all his Deity. 

And it’s interesting, indeed, that John is the fourth of these Gospels because it stands out 
significantly in this four-fold revelation. The King in Matthew can’t save anybody. Kings 
are nice, but you can’t get saved by a king. The servant in Mark is fine, we like servants, 
but a servant can’t save anybody. The Son of Man in Luke is good, we like men, but they 
can’t save people. But when we come down to that fourth Gospel, number four reveals to 
us that he’s more than a King, he’s more than a servant, he’s more than a man, he’s God 
manifest in the flesh and he can save people.

Look at what we read here in Matthew 24:31, “And he shall send his angels with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other.” God doesn’t use flowery words to make things sound good. 
That does sound good, “he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they 
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other,” 
but, you see, that number four is there to call our attention to the fact that God is going to 
reveal something in this situation. This worldwide work of the angels is going to reveal 
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who the elect in the tribulation period really are. The wheat and the tares are going to be 
growing together. There is going to be great confusion because of the wickedness that 
prevails, the worship of the beast and so forth. But God is going to send forth his angels 
with a sound of a great trumpet and they shall gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of the heaven to the other.

Turn to the Gospel of John, if you will. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 6. This is a good 
example of just how detailed this thing gets. I want to give you one of these to let you see 
that it is a lot more complex than first meets the eye. You can go around looking for the 
number four through these things but when you come down to the intricacies of the Word 
of God, exactly the same thing is true: the deeper you dig, the more it gets confirmed.

There are seven signs in the Gospel of John showing that the Lord Jesus is the God-man, 
that he’s Deity manifest in flesh. There are seven signs here. The first one is when the 
Lord Jesus turned the water into wine. The second is when he healed a nobleman’s son. 
The third is the healing of the impotent man by the pool of Bethesda. But when we come 
here to John 6, we find number four: the fourth sign that the Lord Jesus is God manifest 
in the flesh, we find it here in John 6. He is feeding the multitudes in a miraculous 
manner and that is what we read in verse 11, “And Jesus took the loaves; and when he 
had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set 
down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would.” All of this is symbolical as well 
as literal and is picturing to us here, this is number four now remember, the fourth of 
these signs in John’s Gospel. It’s a picture to us here of the Lord’s means of revelation. 
This is the way that he reveals things to you and me: he takes the bread and the meat of 
the Word of God, as we see it symbolized here, he takes this bread and meat himself and 
he distributes it to me, to the Sunday School teacher, the Lord Jesus takes this bread and 
this meat and he gives it out and we give it to them that are set down. That’s what he did. 

This is the fourth sign and it deals with the Lord’s means of revelation to his people. The 
Lord Jesus takes the bread and the meat of the Word of God, he gave thanks for it, he 
distributes it to his disciples and his disciples to them that were set down. And likewise of 
the fishes, as much as they would. There was all they wanted to eat and more here in the 
bread of the Word of God.

Look at John 11:39, “Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that 
was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four 
days.” The number four reveals the fact that corruption had set in. This was the fourth 
day after Lazarus had been dead. This was no swooning. He hadn’t passed out for a few 
minutes. This was a man who had been dead four days when the Lord Jesus raised him, 
when he brought him back to life once again. A great miracle of God.

Let’s look at John 19:23, “Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his 
garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat,” Now, why in 
the world would it say specifically that they took his garments, they made four parts, to 
every soldier a part? There is something being revealed here and the revelation is this: 
that each one of them had a part in the death and the humiliation of the Son of God. 
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That’s the way it is with you and me. Each one of us had a part in this and these four 
soldiers, they weren’t innocent bystanders. They weren’t people who just happened to be 
passing by on the scene any more than you and I were, as we’re passing through the 
scene of this world. But when they crucified Jesus, they took his garments and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part. Every one of us had a part in the crucifixion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

There is so much more that we could talk about if we had time. Genesis 1, we could go 
back there and we could see that in the fourth day of creation, that God made the sun and 
the moon and the stars and he did it according to the verses there, to divide the light from 
the darkness. Now, that’s how God reveals things, by dividing spiritual light from 
spiritual darkness. The sun, the moon and the stars, the heavenly bodies on the fourth day 
because, you see, we read in Psalm 19 that “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night sheweth knowledge.” The heavens are a revelation of God and it was on the fourth 
day that these things were set in place.

In Genesis 8, we read of the fact that Noah sent out a raven and doves four times to reveal 
the conditions of the floodwaters. When we come to Genesis 12, in the first three verses, 
we find one of the most important revelations in the Bible. We find Abraham there, he 
was in darkness, he was surrounded by idolatry. And God spoke to him and he revealed 
four things and he did it by means of four “I wills.” He said, “I will show thee a land.” He 
said, “I will make of thee a great nation.” He said, “I will bless thee.” And he said, “I will 
bless them that bless thee and curse him that curseth thee and in these shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed.” Four times.

1 Kings 18. I’m sure you remember the story of Elijah, the prophets of Baal. Elijah got 
ready to reveal to these people the power of God. He made the altar, he laid the sacrifice 
on the altar, he told them to bring four barrels of water. Why did he do that? Because he 
was going to reveal that God is able. He had them take those four barrels and dump them 
on the altar and on the sacrifice. He said, “Do it a second time.” They got four more 
barrels. He said, “Do it a third time.” They got four more barrels. I’m sure you know why 
he had them do it three times because that’s the number of completion. And after they’d 
dumped all this water on the sacrifice and on the altar, we read that the fire of the Lord 
fell and consumed the altar, the sacrifice and went down into the ditch around the altar 
and it consumed the water, it licked up the dust that was there. The people fell on their 
faces. They got the revelation. They said, “The Lord, he is God. The Lord, he is God.”

Job 1 we find four messengers that came to bring the bad news to Job about what had 
happened to his family and to all his goods. In Acts 21 we read about a man that had four 
daughters which did prophesy as they were giving out a revelation. 

There were four materials used in the tabernacle: gold, silver, brass and wood. There is 
that four-fold revelation again. The tabernacle is a picture of the Lord Jesus. Four 
materials: gold, silver, brass and wood. The gold speaks of his Deity because he was 
God. The silver speaks of redemption because he was our Redeemer. The brass speaks of 
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judgment because he is going to be the Judge. The wood speaks of his humanity because 
he was made in the likeness of men.

There are four houses of God in the Bible erected by his plan. One was the tabernacle in 
the wilderness, the second was Solomon’s Temple, the third the Millennial Temple found 
in Ezekiel, the fourth according to the Apostle Peter is me and you, “Ye also as living 
stones are built up a spiritual house.” There are four of them. Four places where God is 
revealed in the world: tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple, us, and in the Millennial Temple in 
the Revelation. 

Four prophetesses in the Old Testament: Miriam, Deborah, Huldah and Noadiah. Four 
kinds of soil in the parable of the sower there in Matthew 13. 

And we could go on and on but that’s enough to demonstrate to you that the number four 
is to be found in the Bible when God is going to reveal something. Now, there is one 
more four-fold revelation you need to think about before we close. There are four phases 
of existence mentioned in the Word of God. There is the first birth, the second birth, the 
first death and the second death. And all these things are given to us to reveal to us our 
condition before God. We all had the first birth or we wouldn’t be here tonight. It’s that 
which brings us into the world. That’s one of singular importance. If you don’t have that, 
you’re not here so you don’t need to worry about it. 

But if you are here, if you have had the first birth, you need to worry about the second 
birth because the Lord Jesus said, “Except a man be born again he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God.” The first death is ahead of us. “It’s appointed unto man once to die.” 
We leave this world by that means. But there is the second death spoken of in the Book 
of Revelation, the Lake of Fire. All the dead, small and great, will stand before the Judge, 
the Lord Jesus Christ and those who know him not, those whose names are not written in 
the Book of Life, are going to be cast into the Lake of Fire and this is the second death.

Those are the four phases of man’s existence and you stand tonight in the midst of those 
conditions. You stand tonight on the threshold of eternity, having had the first birth, 
either having had or in need of the second birth, standing in the face of the first death and 
needing to escape that second death or be lost forever. The same Lord Jesus, the one of 
whom we’ve been reading tonight, the one who is the King, the one who is the servant, 
the one who is the Son of Man, the one who is God manifest in the flesh, he is able to 
save you. He is able to save unto the uttermost all that come to God by him and because 
he’s come and like that little bird, shed his blood in an earthen vessel over running water. 
Because he shed that precious blood for you, you can be saved tonight. He was your 
substitute because he died in your place but by the same token, like that other little bird 
that flew away into the wilderness, he rose again. He rose again for our justification so 
that you and I can be made before God just as though we had never sinned. We can stand 
absolutely perfect and holy in the sight of God on the basis of the death and burial and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus.
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I hope that’s a reality for you tonight. I hope that you know something more than the 
Bible numbers, I hope you know the God of the Bible, the Lord Jesus Christ, the one who 
is able to take your sins and put them away forever no matter what their number might be 
and the one who is coming again, it could be tonight, to take those who know him unto 
himself.

Let’s bow our heads in prayer.

Our Father, we do praise thee and thank thee that we can gather here and that we can 
study these things together. We know, Lord, that as we study thy Word that we need to be  
conscious of thy presence and thy teaching and of thy power. We pray, Lord, that you’ll 
take the words that are spoken, that you’ll throw away the ones that mean nothing in the 
light of eternity but we pray that you’ll take those that you’ve ordained and impressed 
them upon our hearts tonight that we might be able to use them for thy praise and for thy 
glory. We make this prayer in Jesus’ precious name. Amen.
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