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Question #4- Does the Bible teach that man has a will? 

 

If we are honest with the Bible, the answer again must be an immediate and emphatic Yes! From 

the earliest glimpse we get of man, in Genesis, there can be no question that God created man 

with a will (Gen.1:26). The responsibilities given by God to man, clearly indicates the existence 

of a will (Gen.l:28; 2:15-17) 

 

Question #5- What is meant by the term "free-will of man"? 

 

Two questions have always plagued serious students of the Bible when it comes to the matter of 

God’s Sovereignty: 1) Is the will of man free to choose? 2) Is man accountable or responsible for 

his choices? “Free-will” in the absolute sense is sovereign will. In order to have a “free-will” in 

an absolute sense, one must be totally “free” form any influences or restrictions and have a will 

that is subject to no one. It is precisely at this issue that the matter of the “will of man” enters the 

arena of theology. As Dr. Chafer said: “The fact of the will is a psychological truth, while the 

freedom of the will is theological.” (Vol.2, p.194) 

 

Free will, in an absolute sense, would mean that man, according to his will, chooses to determine 

everything. It would mean that man, according to his will, is sovereign over everything and is not 

a servant of anything. Free will, in an absolute sense, would mean that man has absolute freedom 

to choose in every area of life, without any restrictive influences or promptings. The will would 

control the mind and not be controlled by the mind. The will would control passions and not be 

controlled by passions. The will of man would govern everything, including every choice. The 

will would be subject to nothing else, but be completely free. For example if one had a free will 

in an absolute sense, one be able to choose any job your heart desired. However, reality says this 

is not possible since many factors enter into the decision you make to take the job you have. Free 

will in a limited sense would mean man, according to his will, is free to act in accordance with 

his nature. Choices can be made, but the choices that will be made will be in accordance with 

one’s nature, 

 

For example, a deer has freedom to choose and act within the nature of a deer. When it comes to 

being free to choose a meal, a deer may choose from a variety of plants, shrubs, grasses and 

crops. A deer is free to make a choice. However, a deer will not make a choice to eat meat, 

because a deer's nature is not carnivorous. In fact, many a deer has starved to death with a dead 

deer lying right next to it. Had the deer had the nature to be a meat-eater, it could live simply by 

eating the dead deer. But a deer is not free to choose that which is beyond its nature and 

therefore, it will not eat meat. If somehow one could transplant the nature of a bear to that of a 

deer, the deer would eat meat. However, a deer will always be governed in its choice by the 

nature a deer. Is the deer free to choose its food? Yes. Is the deer free in the absolute sense in that 

it is free to choose anything, the answer is no! It is not free to choose that which is beyond its 

nature. 

Free will is the limited ability man has to choose and act in accordance with his nature.  

Free will is limited, not absolute. 
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QUESTION #6-  Does the Bible teach that man has a “free-will" in an absolute sense or 

       in a limited sense? 

 

Again, if we are honest with the Bible, we will admit that the Bible teaches that only God’s will 

is absolute and a man’s will is limited. The Bible is very clear to point out that man’s will is not 

only not free in an absolute sense, but it is greatly limited and influenced in a variety of ways and 

by a variety of things: 

  

1) The will of man is influenced by his own heart. Prov.4:23; Mk.7:21; Jn.17:9 

2) The will of man is influenced by his nature. I Cor.2:14 

3) The will of man is influenced by sin. Ps.51:5; Eph.2:1-2 

4) The will of man is influenced by Satan. John 8:44; II Cor.4:3-4 

 

Man is free to choose in a limited sense and will always make choices consistent with his nature, 

which is depraved, alienated from God and lost. 

 

QUESTION #7- Does the Bible teach that a man is saved by his will or by God’s will? 

 

Again, if we are honest with the Bible and willing to accept the Biblical record, we must admit 

that the Bible clearly establishes that salvation was not by the will of man, but was by the will of 

God. 

 

l) Jesus said “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him." (Jn.6:44, 

35-40; 63-65).  

2) Jesus said the Spirit of God causes people to be born again much like the wind blows, over 

which man has absolutely no say or control. (John 3:6-8) 

3) Paul said that those who believe on Christ “had been appointed to eternal life. "(Acts 13:48)  

4) Luke wrote that when a person is saved and believes on Christ that it is the Lord who opens  

the heart so that one may respond. (Acts 16:14) 

5) Paul specifically wrote that it was not the will of man who determined Salvation, but the 

will of God, (Rom.9:16)  

6) James clearly stated that it was God’s will that caused us to be born again, which is a truth 

substantiated by other writers (James 1:18; Jn.1:13; Lk.10:21-22) 

 

We could cite many other passages, but these will suffice. If one believes the Bible, rather than 

human reason or philosophical speculation, one must conclude that man is saved by God’s will 

not his own will. 

 

It should come as no surprise that the early church never seemed to question this matter. 

Somewhere near the year A.D. 100, a letter was written from the church of Rome to the church 

of Corinth, which was accepted and read in the church, The letter was known as II Clement. In 

this letter, we get several glimpses of the theological beliefs of those living shortly after the 

Apostles had died. Pertaining to the matter of salvation either being God’s will or man's will, the 

following 
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will give a clear perspective as to what the early church believed: 

 

"What repayment, then, shall we give to him, or what fruit worthy of what he has given to us? 

And how many blessings de we owe him? For he has given us the light; as a father he has called 

sons; he saved us when we were perishing. What praise, then, shall we give him, or what 

repayment in return for what we have received? Our minds were blinded, and we worshipped 

stones and wood and gold and silver and brass, the works of men; indeed, our whole life was 

nothing else but death. So while we were thus wrapped in darkness and our vision was filled with 

this thick mist, we recovered our sight, by his will laying aside the cloud wrapped around us. For 

he had mercy upon us and in his compassion he saved us when we had no hope of salvation 

except that which comes from him and even thought he had seen in us much deception and 

destruction. For he called us when we did not exist, and out of nothing he will us into being." 

(The Apostolic Fathers, translated by J.B. Lightfoot and J.R. Hanner, p.68) 

 

QUESTION #8- Does the Bible teach that an unsaved person will use his will to choose God? 

 

The Bible is very specific to point out that no unsaved person will choose God. An unsaved 

person will make choices based on his nature which is lost, dark and alienated from God 

 

1) Jesus Christ Specifically said that He is the One who gives eternal life to whomever He will, 

        and that man, left to himself, will not use his will to come to Christ. (John 5:21,40) 

 

2) Paul specifically said "there is none who understand, there is none who seeks for God" 

       (Romans 3:11) 

 

3) Paul said that a mind, apart from the work of the Holy Spirit, is "hostile toward God." 

       (Romans 8:7) 

 

4) Paul said that the natural man "does not accept" and "cannot understand" spiritual things 

         that pertain to God. (I Cor.2:14) 

 

5) Paul said that salvation, including the faith to believe, is “the gift of God.“ (Eph.2:8) 

 

The Biblical record is very clear that no unsaved person, left to his own will, will choose God. 

 

QUESTION #9- Does the Bible teach that an unsaved person is accountable and responsible for 

          decisions he made with his will? 

 

Again, if the Biblical record is examined the answer is an emphatic Yes! Mt.16:24; 23:32-35 

When it comes to the matter of salvation, it is demanded by God that a man admit and 

acknowledge what is rationally, morally and spiritually true, namely he has used his will to sin 

against God. Man is responsible and accountable to acknowledge to God that he is a sinner and 

cry out to God for His mercy(Lk.18:13-14).  
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Really the responsibility of man is to admit his inability to God. Every man or woman had the 

ability to see that they have sinned against God, His word and His law, The responsibility of man 

lies in him honestly admitting what he is, namely a sinner, who is without hope and in this 

admission, cry out to God for His mercy. This is the responsibility of man. Man has a conscience 

which bears witness to the fact that he is a sinner. 

 

Every person who has ever done this admits that at the precise moment of this experience, he 

viewed it as his decision to admit this. However, as we search the Scriptures, we realize that it 

was God's Spirit who convicted a person so he would admit this (John 16:7-11). However, it is 

this perception that makes one accountable. 

 

Arthur Pink gives an interesting illustration of the responsibility of man in the matter of 

salvation: "Suppose, I had slipped on the icy pavement, late at night, and had broken my hip. I 

am unable to arise, if I remain on the ground, I must freeze to death. What, then, ought I to do? If 

I am determined to perish, I shall lie there silent but I shall be to blame for such a course. If I am 

anxious to he rescued, I shall lift up my voice and cry for help. So the sinner, though unable of 

himself to rise and take the first step toward Christ, is responsible to cry to God, and if he does 

(from the heart), there is a Deliverer to hand. …But if the sinner refuses to cry unto the Lord, if 

he is determined to perish, then his blood is on his own head, and his "damnation is just" 

(Rom.3:8)." (Arthur Pink, The Sovereignty of God, pp. 160-161) 

 

Every time man sins, he is responsible and accountable to God. In fact, the Scripture says that 

one is "storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment 

of God.” (Rom.2:5). Since “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God", all people have 

used their wills time and time again in disobedience to God's righteous standards. Every person 

will be held accountable for their choices and decisions to sin against God, If one were to dare 

suggest that he has not used his will this way, God is very clear to point out that He will call up 

His law and "shut every mouth." (Rom.3:19) The responsibility of man is to simply admit 

what is true, namely that he is a sinner, who has no hope of salvation in and of himself. The 

one who cries "God be merciful unto me a sinner" is one who will be saved, Now if a man 

refuses to do this, he will not beat sovereignty. He will end up having been one of the non-elect 

who is a "vessel of wrath prepared for destruction." (Rom.9:22)  

 

Those of us who know Jesus Christ have the responsibility to present the Gospel of God’s Grace 

to the whole world. We do not know who the elect are or who God will sovereignly save, so it is 

our responsibility to present his tremendous message to all of whom we have opportunity. It is 

our job to plant and water the truth concerning the Grace of God, but any increase in the family 

of God is God’s sovereign work. We have the greatest message in all of the world, the message 

of God's grace and we have the greatest power in all of the world, the power of God's 

sovereignty. We have a God who “does whatever He pleases" (Ps.115:3) and whose sovereignty 

"rules over all" (Ps. 103:19). 
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Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer said of this attribute of God’s sovereignty: "There is perfect peace and 

highest destiny for those who, knowing the will of God, are subject to it. There is distress and 

anguish awaiting those who, knowing the will of God, disregard it.” (Vol.1, p.222) 

 

Arthur Pink, in his book, "The Sovereignty of God", says this attribute should do several things: 

1) It should cause us to reverence God, 

2) It should cause us to realize God is the only one serving religiously in obedience to 

       His word.  

3) It should cause us to realize a works salvation is total heresy for we are saved by God's 

       sovereign elective grace. 

4) It should cause us to stand totally humbled before God. 

5) It should cause us to be absolutely secure- we are saved and kept by God’s sovereignty. 

6) It should cause us to comfort in sorrow, knowing our God is in sovereign control. 

7) It should cause us to want to sweetly submit to the sovereign will of God. 

8) It should cause us to praise God. 

9) It should cause us to realize God will sovereignly triumph. 

10) It should cause our hearts to be stayed on Him. 

 

(Incommunicable Attribute #11) - Unity. 

 

This is the attribute that emphasizes that there is and only can be One God. He is one 

numerically and as the attribute of simplicity states- He cannot be divided. Many passages stress 

this. 

1) Deut.4:35,39 – There is no other God, meaning there is only one God. 

2) I Kings 8:60 – There is no one else but the LORD God. 

3) Is.45:5-6 – God states Himself that there is no other God but Him. 

4) Zech.14:9 – God will reign and will be known as the only One God in the future. 

5) Mk.12:29-32 – The testimony of Jesus Christ and religious leaders is only One God. 

6) John 17:3 – There is only One true God who can give eternal life. 

7) I Cor. 8:4-6 – Paul says there is only One God in the face of polytheism. 

8) I Tim.2:5 – There is only One true God. 

 

God is a singular God. This attribute unity should us in several ways: 

1) It should promote a passion within us to know the one and only true God. 

2) It should cause each of us to want to please the one and only true God. 

3) It guarantees that we will be judged by the one and only true God. 

4) It helps support the doctrine of the Trinity, for God can only be One God by this very    

attribute.  

5) It should motivate us to carefully study the one book of the one God. 

 

We list eleven absolute or incommunicable attributes of God:  

1) Eternity; 2) Infinity; 3) Immensity; 4) Immutability 5) 6) Omnipresence;  

7) Omniscience 8) Self-Existence; 9) Simplicity; 10) Sovereignty; 11) Unity. 

 

There is only One Being who has these amazing attributes- the God of the Bible. 


