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THE LAMB OF GOD 
Jesus was born to die 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call to Worship, Micah 5:2 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days. 
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Outline 

1. HIS UNLIKELY SUBJECTS (53:1) 
King Herod 
The Gentile Magi 
The Shepherds 
Joseph and Mary 

2. HIS SURPRISING HUMILITY (53:2-3) 
He Came with No Attraction 
He Came with No Accolades 

3. HIS ATONING SACRIFICE (53:4-10) 
When Jesus Died, He Bore our Griefs 
When Jesus Died, He Was Crushed for Our Sins 
When Jesus Died, He Did Not Stray 
When Jesus Died, the Just was Treated Unjustly 
When Jesus Died, He Was My Sin Offering 

4. HIS DIVINE SATISFACTION (53:11-12) 
The Price is Paid 
The Wicked are Justified 
Slaves Become Kings 
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Songs 

King of kings 
Silent Night 
Meekness and Majesty 
Sing We the Song of Emmanuel  
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

Our message today is from Isaiah on page 613 of your pew Bible. The title of our 
message today is “The Lamb of God”. 

When John the Baptist saw the Lord Jesus, he pointed those with him to Jesus and 
said,  

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29).  

That’s a big part of the Christmas message. Jesus is the Lamb of God. The little baby 
in the manger was born to die. He’s God’s little Lamb. When God looked down at the 
wicked, filthy, rebellious world, he didn’t send fire to destroy it, he sent a little baby to 
redeem it. One theologian put it this way:  

God’s power is at its greatest not in his destruction of the wicked 
but in his taking all the wickedness of the earth into himself and giving 
back love.1  -J.N. Oswalt 

Jesus was born to die. This prophecy in Isaiah 53 of the coming Savior takes our 
breath away. We’re prepared for a king, a ruler, a shepherd, a branch even, a virgin’s son, 
a child who will be our peace, a seed, a descendant, but someone who is despised rejected? 
That, we are not expecting. And yet it was the Lord’s will and it was the Lord’s love and it 
was the Lord’s way for our salvation. It’s impossible to do justice to Isaiah 53. One of the 
old puritans preached a hundred and fifty sermon series on this one chapter and I’ve got 
just a few minutes with you this morning. First, let’s consider the unlikely subjects of this 
king who is a lamb. 

 

1. HIS UNLIKELY SUBJECTS (53:1) 
 

53:1 │ Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed? 

KING HEROD 
Who is it that would believe the report of Isaiah that Messiah is coming? To whom 

would the mighty arm of the Lord be revealed to? Would he reveal this plan to kings? To 
great monarchs and governors? In a way, yes, but they didn’t accept the Lord’s plan. 

 
1 J. N. Oswalt, “Isaiah,” in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), eds. T. Desmond 

Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, 222. 
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Those who should have welcomed him tried to kill him. Kings will bow when he 
returns again, but this time, King Herod wanted to destroy him. He murdered the baby 
boys two years old and under in a search and destroy mission for Jesus. Of course, our 
Lord escaped to Egypt (fulfilling another prophecy, Hos 11:2).  

How incredibly blind was the generation of people who lived when Jesus was born in 
a manger. “All Jerusalem was troubled” when they should have been rejoicing. King 
Herod tried, but failed in murdering the Messiah. 

Now understand, Herod was a brilliant man. At that time, because of his innovative 
architecture and ability to build the great port city of Caesarea Marittima on the Coast of 
the Mediterranean Sea, he was literally richer than Augustus Caesar. Many considered 
him the most powerful man in the world at this time. He didn’t want to be Caesar. He was 
just plain rich and powerful.  

The report that Messiah has come is not believed. “He came unto his own, but his 
own received him not” (Jn 1:12).  

The question: “To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” is 
surprising. King Herod rejects him, but Gentiles and unclean shepherds get to see “the 
arm of the Lord revealed”.  

Christ is the Desire of All Nations (Haggai 2:7). It’s appropriate that the Gentile 
Magi should worship him. He’s the Seed through which all nations should be blessed (Gen 
12:1ff; 15:1ff).  

THE GENTILE MAGI 
The Gentile magi travel from afar to worship the Lord Jesus. The wise men come from 

afar, a very long journey, maybe around 300 miles or more. They didn’t hop in planes to 
get there. They come to a house (Mt 2:11). Now here are Joseph and Mary and baby 
Jesus, and here come the wise men. They enter and begin to worship him. “And going into 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 
him” (Mt 2:11a). This is very unusual for Western minds, but this is in the East. In the 
West, we value a person for what they have DONE. In the East, they value a person for 
who they ARE. In the West, we don’t get this, because this is a little baby. He’s not done 
anything. But in the East, they get it. This is about who this baby is. This is the King of all 
kings. They worship him. They honor him. They praise him. Why? Because of who he is. 

We see they bring Jesus gifts. “Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, 
gold and frankincense and myrrh” (2:11b).  Now whenever we think of the Christmas story 
we think of maybe a pouch for the gold coins and some spices of frankincense and myrrh.  

HUMOR 
I heard recently one child was asked, “What did the wise men bring Jesus?” And the 

little boy stood up because he knew the answer. He said, “Gold, Frankenstein, and Purr!” 
Well there were no Frankensteins or cats involved in this event.  

But sometimes we think each one had their little gift for Jesus. No, no, no. There was 
nothing little about these gifts. These wise men are coming from a long distance to pay 
tribute for a king! “Gold and frankincense and myrrh” were huge currency at the time. We 
have an example of a kingly tribute in our Old Testament. When the Queen of Sheba came 
to pay honor and tribute to King Solomon, she came with “120 talents of gold, and a very 
great quantity of spices” (1 Kgs 10:10). Do you see the parallel?  
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TRIBUTE FOR A KING 
Now surely these wise men did not bring that kind of money. A talent of gold is the 

amount of weight a man could carry on his back, between 75 and 80 pounds. In today’s 
currency, that’s over a million dollars. Were not saying it was that kind of money. I don’t 
know how much this was, but it seems it was more than enough to get them located in 
Egypt and then relocated again after a time in Nazareth. They were in great need for God’s 
provision, and you know what? He provided through the tribute of the wise men. 

They gave from “their treasures.” This was no small amount. They came to give 
tribute for the King of kings. Though they were rich, these wise men gave extravagantly 
to Jesus and the holy family.  

CHRIST HIDDEN, GIFTS POINTED TO WHO HE IS 
Christ was hidden in human flesh from the rest of the world. But the gifts of the Magi 

pointed to who he is. Your life of sacrifice points to who he is! He is worthy of your life! 
He is worthy of all your time and all your treasure! Who is this one who came as the King 
of kings? He’s hidden to the world isn’t he. He’s hidden until the world sees us offering 
our gifts to him – our life, our days and our years, our sacrifice, our all! We give him all 
that we have and all that we are because he is worthy. He is worthy! Give him everything 
because he is worthy. 

Who is he in yonder stall? Tis the Lord, O wonderous story, Tis the Lord the King of 
glory!  

THE SHEPHERDS 
Ancient historical records (Jewish Mishnah) say that the shepherds belonged to a 

class of people that the humblest of their society. They were uneducated and were not 
accepted by the religious elite because they were ceremonially unclean by virtue of 
their vocation. Smelly shepherds! They represent the outcasts and sinners for whom Jesus 
came. Such outcasts were the first recipients of the good news.2  

How appropriate, since our Lord is the Shepherd King. He’s a good Shepherd, isn’t he? 

JOSEPH AND MARY 
Of course, we know that poor Joseph and Mary were the primary receivers of Isaiah’s 

report, and though it meant scandal for them, it meant salvation for the whole world. 
Mary praised the Lord when she heard the news. 

 
And yet it is these types of people that God chooses to bear witness to the fact that 

now Emmanuel is born and “God is with us” (Isa 7:14). King Herod and the Jewish people 
reject him (Jn 1:11), but Gentile kings, filthy shepherds, and poor Joseph and Mary receive 
him.  

 

 
2 R. H. Stein. Vol. 24: Luke; The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001), 108. 
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2. HIS SURPRISING HUMILITY (53:2-3) 
HE CAME WITH NO ATTRACTION 

What humility. How could we know this was the King of kings born in a manger? How 
could the residents of Bethlehem know that this little baby is the Almighty Lord of glory? 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is 
from of old, from ancient days (Mic 5:2). 

The glorious one whom the angels praise day and night left that glory to put on 
humanity. The one who draws all men to himself had no physical form or majesty or 
beauty that makes us want to look at him.  

Jesus said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men to me” (Jn 12:32). 

All who come to Jesus must first be drawn by the Holy Spirit. Jesus drew people to 
himself, but not because of any physical form or majesty or beauty. Jesus did not look 
kingly when he came to earth.  

53:2 │ For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry 
ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no 
beauty that we should desire him.  

Think about it. One of the things that we prize are our handsome sons and our 
beautiful daughters. No father or mother ever said, “You know, I hope my daughter is 
ugly. I hope my son is unattractive.” And yet in God’s love for us, the heavenly Father sent 
his Son into the world whose appearance did not attract anyone to him, and yet he drew 
all his people to himself.  

Yes, Jesus’ beauty is irresistible to the saints. We would all declare him the fairest 
among ten thousand because of who he is: glorious in character, majestic in power, and 
infinite in his love for us. 

 The one who draws all men to himself, does not do it by his physical form or majesty 
or beauty. None of his physical attributes made us want to look at him. His majesty and 
beauty comes from his person and his work. The glorious Son of God died on a cruel tree 
for us. It is his great love that attracts sinners to him.  

HE CAME WITH NO ACCOLADES 
Consider the irony, dear saints. The one who should be received by all humanity with 

the highest accolades as King of kings was rejected and despised.  

53:3 │ He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 

 He came with good will toward all men, but those men would reject him and crucify 
him. He came to bring “joy to the world” but was despised, rejected, and lived a life of 
sorrow and grief.  
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Again, there is not a mother or a father in this room who, when you were holding your 
child in your arms for the first time prayed, “O God, grant that she would be rejected by 
her peers. Grant that he would experience isolation and have no friends and walk in this 
world in grief and sorrow and loneliness.”  

And yet that is what your Savior did. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. He who is joy incarnate and was despised and rejected and lived a life of sorrow and 
grief. And I want to say that if you find yourself engulfed in sorrow and grief, hallelujah 
what a Savior we have, because the one who can give you joy even in your sorrow and 
grief, knew a deeper sorrow and grief than you will ever know. 

What amazing humility! No consider his atoning sacrifice. 
 

3. HIS ATONING SACRIFICE (53:4-10) 
 
Jesus was born to die. He took on all our sorrows and sins that we might have joy and 

forgiveness. This is the good news! 

WHEN JESUS DIED, HE BORE OUR GRIEFS 
Consider this, dear saints. He bore our griefs that we might know joy. He carried our 

sorrows that we might know true happiness and blessedness. Look at verse 4.  

53:4 │ Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 

You catch the irony? These sorrows and griefs that he was carrying were not his own! 
He did not deserve these sorrows and griefs! He was carrying them because he loved you. 
And yet his contemporaries looked at him and considered that he was the one cursed of 
God when the irony is, all of us are the ones who deserve to be cursed of God. And he 
alone deserved not to be! And yet that we might know joy he bore our griefs and that we 
might know true happiness and blessedness, He carried our sorrows.  

WHEN JESUS DIED, HE WAS CRUSHED FOR OUR SINS 
Look at verse 5. He took the piercing of our sin that we might feel the healing of God’s 

pardon. He was crushed for our iniquities so that we might finally be alive, out from 
underneath the weight of our sin. Look at verse 5.  

53:5 │ But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 
his wounds we are healed. 

The piercing is the punishment of total rejection by man and by God. This child in the 
manger would one day be fastened to a Cross. But the piercing and the crushing wasn’t 
just a physical toll. He would be crushed by the weight of your sin and mine.  

We deserve to be pierced with our own sin. Instead he was pierced with our sin that 
we might feel the touch of God’s pardon. We deserve to carry the weight for our own 
iniquities; He was crushed for our iniquities so that we might be out from under the 
weight of our iniquities and finally alive. 
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His chastisement on the cross brought us peace and healed our wounds. All worship 
the mighty Prince of peace, the conqueror of sin and death. Glory, hallelujah! 

WHEN JESUS DIED, HE DID NOT STRAY 
This child in the manger would never stray. This was a vital prerequisite for dying for 

us. He could never sin. He had to pay for other people’s sins. He would be under the law 
and keep God’s law perfectly. We strayed, he didn’t, and yet he bears the burden for our 
straying.  

53:6 │ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Christ did not stray, neither was any sin found in him. He lived the perfect life in our 
place and died to bear every wicked thought and every evil deed for you.  

For our sake he [God] made him [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 
[Jesus] we might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21). 

I’m so glad Christ did not stray! His righteousness becomes my righteousness.  

WHEN JESUS DIED, THE JUST WAS TREATED UNJUSTLY 
Now, look at verses 7 to 9. He was not treated justly; He was oppressed, harassed, 

treated roughly. Yet he did not complain or cry out.3 He was oppressed so that we might 
be free. He was afflicted that we might be whole. He was judged and condemned that we 
might be declared not guilty. Verses 7 to 9:  

53:7-9 │ He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8 By oppression and 
judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression 
of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich 
man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no 
deceit in his mouth. 

The one who was born in a stable and laid in a manger was born to die. He would be 
treated unjustly by humanity that humanity might be justified.  

He would cry out, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34).  

They didn’t know it. He was oppressed for your freedom; He was afflicted for your 
wholeness; He was judged and condemned so that you might hear the words of the Judge, 
“In Christ, you are NOT GUILTY. You’re FREE.” 

If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed (Jn 8:36). 

 
3 Warren W. Wiersbe, Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1993), Is 53:7–9. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/expolnot?ref=Bible.Is53.7-9&off=30&ctx=esignation+(53:7%E2%80%939)%0a~He+was+not+treated+j
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WHEN JESUS DIED, HE WAS MY SIN OFFERING 
Seventh, look at verse 10.  

53:10 │ Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when 
his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall 
prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

God crushed Him in order to spare us the crushing that we deserve. “Yet it was the 
will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief.” Like the song “The Power of the 
Cross”, verse 4 — “Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live, won through your selfless 
love.” You see the picture. New life began in you. Your eyes opened. The crushing weight 
and burden of sin is off of you and you feel more alive than you’ve ever felt before. You’re 
breathing in freedom. The burden is off your back. And then you look and Christ is under 
your sin and he’s crushed by it. Death is crushed to death in the crushing of the Son. And 
now life is yours to live — won through his selfless love. There are not adequate words to 
thank him. Your mind is blown. 

What an atoning sacrifice. 
 

4. HIS DIVINE SATISFACTION (53:11-12) 
THE PRICE IS PAID 

And that leads you to see the ultimate gift: God is satisfied with Christ’s work on your 
behalf. Look at verse 11. The sacrifice of Jesus satisfies our sin debt. God was ready to 
collect, but Jesus paid it all! Listen to what Isaiah tells you.  

53:11a │ Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

When Jesus’ soul makes an offering for guilt, God shall see Christ as our sin offering 
and be satisfied. He is going to look you in the eye and say, “I bought you! I saved you! 
You’re mine! You’re my child! And all of this was worth it to me.”  

“Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Pet 1:19). 

The Father shall see Christ’s death on the Cross, even in the anguish of his own Son’s 
soul. He will see the accomplishment of all his Father’s purposes and the satisfaction of 
his work on the cross, and he will be satisfied. He will say, “PAID IN FULL.”  

Christ didn’t say I’ve done the first part, now you do the rest. No, he said, “It is 
finished.” There’s nothing more for you to do. Your debts are canceled. 

“As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us” 
(Psa 103:12).  
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THE WICKED ARE JUSTIFIED 
Look again at verse 11.  

53:11b │ … by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to 
be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  

Do you know what Isaiah’s telling you? He’s telling you that Jesus knows how to 
justify the wicked. No one else can do that. Our Savior knows how to declare the wicked 
righteous and he knows how to declare the wicked righteous in a way that does not 
compromise the righteousness of God.  

God is both “just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” 
(Rom 3:6). 

Our Savior knows how to declare you and me, the guilty, to be guiltless and to do that 
guiltlessly, without any violation or twisting of the rules. Jesus didn’t bend the rules for 
you. He paid the price in full. The wicked who trust in Jesus are justified. And God 
remains perfect, holy, and just in doing so.  

SLAVES BECOME KINGS 
Now the wicked, the straying ones, the slaves of sin shall become the kings and 

victors, all because of the Christ child.  

53:12 │ Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide 
the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was 
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes 
intercession for the transgressors. 

Look at what Christ has done. He is numbered with the transgressors that they might 
become the righteous.  

And he “makes intercession for the transgressors.” Christ was not only born, lived, 
died, rose again and ascended to the right hand of the Father, but he is now interceding 
for you.  

CONCLUSION 
When I was a 7-year-old kid, like most young boys, I dreamed of having a drum set, 

but I never thought my parents could ever afford one. That Christmas of 1983 was the 
best. Our big present was the Commodore VIC20 computer. You could type a letter to 
someone on the screen. You could also play Gorf, Galaxian, and my favorite: PacMan! 

But that Christmas in 1983, which was already the best Christmas ever, turned into 
the best of the bestest Christmases ever. My dad says, Matt, there’s one more thing down 
in the basement. No. It couldn’t be. It was. There it was: The Ready Ace 5-piece, Junior 
Professional Drum Set.  

Back then I thought nothing could top that Christmas. But a few years later, in 1989, 
I came to know Jesus as Savior. And knowing what the Lord has done for us both now 
and for eternity is like having the best Christmas ever every day.  
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This Christmas, let’s remember it’s not about the gifts we give, but about the ultimate 
gift that was given to us. That little baby in the manger was born to die so that you and me 
might live! Hallelujah, what a Savior!  

 


