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Let us turn again to that part of God's word that we read, the book of Revelation 19 and 
you may look again at verse 10. Revelation 19:10, 

10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do 
it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony 
of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

It's particularly the last part of the verse that we want to think about, the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and we have here a view in heaven of the worship of God 
after the destruction of these enemies before, verse 2, "true and righteous are his 
judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand." The destruction of 
his enemies and the preparations, the final preparations of the marriage of the Lamb and 
the rejoicing and anticipation of this, verse 7, "Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 
honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready." And the one speaking, originally we're told about this voice coming out of the 
throne, "Praise our God, all ye his servants," verse 5, "and ye that fear him, both small 
and great." But it turns out to be an angel, as it were standing by the throne, and perhaps 
whether it's the origin of the voice, whatever it is, but John more than once, as you know, 
in this book he endeavors to worship angels and is forbidden to do it, "And I fell at his 
feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus." So the angel would not receive worship 
from John, exalted above John in a certain way though he was as a mighty angel. Angels 
are much greater than men in that sense but in the kingdom of heaven it's the other way 
around because the people of God are the children of God, the sons and daughters of the 
Lord God almighty, and the angels are the servants and the family. Just as in a human 
family, the little children, the royal family, the little children, as it were, the important 
ones and the servants, they may be men and women round about but they're less 
important than the little children and so it is in the kingdom of God, that God's favorites, 
as it were, are his little children and the angels are ministering spirits sent to minister to 
them that are the heirs of salvation. 
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But that's not the reason that the angel gives here for refusing John's worship but that he's
a fellow servant, "See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have
the testimony of Jesus," that are bearing witness to Jesus. And as it was John's work to 
bear witness to Jesus as an apostle sent by Christ to bear witness to him, to declare Christ 
in the world, so it was the angel's work as well at this time to bear witness to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And the angel gives this further reason or explanation that we want to think 
about: the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, bearing witness to Jesus. This is 
the spirit, this is the purpose and the life of prophecy. As you know, the word "prophecy" 
is used in a general sense in scripture, it doesn't simply have the narrow meaning that we 
might think. We think of the prophet Isaiah and so on, and that narrow view, the narrow 
view, I suppose some would say like prophecy proper where the Spirit of the Lord comes 
upon these people and they speak out the things of God and, in some cases, record them 
for the future as with Isaiah and Jeremiah and others, but the word "prophecy" also has a 
broader meaning of all whom God uses to testify to Jesus. And we were singing in that 
Psalm, Psalm 105, "Touch not mine anointed and do my prophets no harm," and 
Abraham in particular is in mind there, Abraham a prophet, David a prophet, and so on.

So the spirit of prophecy is that same Spirit that has given us the whole Bible. We could 
think of the whole Bible as a work of prophecy bearing witness to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and it's this spirit of prophecy then that we want to think about, the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy. And we can summarize it in this way, that Christ is the heart and 
life of prophecy. It's about him and he is the one that invigorates and gives life to the 
whole thing. Christ is the heart and life of prophecy. With the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
want to think about three things in this connection. The first is that Jesus is the subject of 
prophecy. The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, well, firstly then Jesus is the 
subject of prophecy. From the beginning to the end of the Bible, it is one way or another 
all about Christ. And secondly, therefore that Jesus accounts for the arrangement of 
prophecy. He's not only the subject but it is all ordered or arranged in the Bible in such a 
way as best to bear witness to Christ. This helps us to understand what would otherwise 
be confusing or obscure or might raise doubts in our minds, the ordering of things in the 
Bible. It is to bear witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. So Jesus accounts for the arrangement
of prophecy. And then thirdly, he is also the one who gives life to prophecy. Prophecy is 
not simply an intellectual declaration of facts concerning Christ but there's a heart behind 
it. The prophets had a heart interest in the things of which they spoke because they were 
speaking about Christ, they testified of the sufferings of Christ and of the glory that 
should follow. So Jesus gives life to prophecy. He's the subject of prophecy, he accounts 
for the arrangement of prophecy, and he gives life to it.

Firstly then that he is the subject of prophecy from beginning to end. Not the only subject
in the Bible, not by any means, but everything in the Bible is there because it relates to 
Christ one way or another. In a picture, there's the central object, the purpose of the 
picture, and then there are many incidental things that may be necessary which are all 
there to add to the view that is being presented. And that's how it is in the scriptures that  
when we're told other things in the scripture, it's not because it's not, as it were, some 
thought that happened to come into the mind of the writer concerning something else as 
happens in human lectures and so on, people go off on a tangent, but that doesn't happen 
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in the Bible. Everything in the Bible is there because one way or another it relates to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and is necessary for us. The scriptures are given to us that the man of 
God might be perfect, truly furnished unto every good work, and all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God to that end. So it all relates to the Lord Jesus Christ.

So the Bible teaches us a great variety of things. It's full of information on all manner of 
subjects, important subjects. It tells us the origin of the world, "In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth." The origin of the world is obviously a matter of interest
to us, that's one thing we're told and then another thing that we're told which would seem 
to be a matter of great interest as well but seems to be a teaching that is presently entirely 
neglected, and that is it tells us the origin of language at the tower of Babel, and the 
origin of nations in the same way. We get quite a bit of information on the sons of Noah 
and the dividing up of the world, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Canaan and others, the
various descendants of Noah. We mentioned recently that the way that seems to be 
confirmed, the modern genetic research seems to confirm the threefold origin of the 
human race, Shem, Ham and Japheth, and we're told other things of this sort. And with 
all these things that are there, the flood and things about Egypt, quite a lot of information 
in the Bible about the kingdom of Egypt, a certain amount about Assyria and Babylon, 
but all these things are there because they are of religious use, they're not there just 
interesting matters to comment on in passing. 

So there are many other things that we might expect to find which are not included. It's 
been observed, for example, how little we are told in a way about Isaac. The life of 
Abraham is covered at considerable length and the life of Jacob as well, but the life of 
Isaac in a very brief span, but we're told what we need to know about Isaac as far as he's 
serviceable to us as an example of one who's in the kingdom of God, and one who was 
the heir to the covenant, and one who is pointing forward to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

So all these things are there in the Bible because they will be serviceable to the people of 
God and no further, as it were. It's not there to give us information or tickle our curiosity 
but to edify, to be profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness. And if we look at the very first few chapters of Genesis, well, you can see 
why some of these things are there. Some of them we don't know, at least don't know 
why some of them are there. Why do we need to know about the origin of the heaven and
the earth, God creating the heaven and the earth? Well, because we need to know why we
are here and what's going to come, and if we don't know about our Creator and his power 
and his purposes, then we won't understand how to live and we won't understand Christ 
coming into the world. So we need to know that in God we live and move and have our 
being. We need to know, I think, that the young age of the earth, we see that that's a truth 
of practical importance because where people believe in a very old earth this introduces 
an element, I suppose, of purposelessness and despair into human life, the world going on
as they think for time immemorial and there's no great purpose in it and we see no reason 
for life. But the Christian reading from the beginning of the Bible to the end of the Bible, 
we have it nearly at the end here with this great victory that Christ is going to win, verse 
20, "the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before 
him, and they were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone," and we see that 
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the history of the world is full, as it were, of action, things are happening in the world, the
Lord God is working out his purposes, and the Lord Jesus Christ is in conflict with this 
wicked one, the evil spirit who's behind the false prophet, who animates the false prophet 
himself, is taken and cast into that lake of fire. So that's another important thing that we 
get very early on in Genesis.

Then we're told, another thing we get a detailed account of the creation of the world and 
then we learn in Psalm 8 and again in Hebrews that man was given dominion, man was 
made in the image of God, that dominion lost through sin but restored in Christ. Christ is 
the second man. He's that one who now has dominion. Adam had dominion but he lost it 
so that the beasts are now in rebellion against us, to some extent they are afraid of us but 
to some extent they rebel and cause us injury and don't obey and honor, but in Christ that 
is undone. "Thou hast set all things under his feet," says Paul. Everything is to be set 
under the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ, made for a little while lower than the angels and 
with glory and honor. So we have to understand the creation of the world and God 
creating all these things in order to see the more being put under the feet of Christ. 
Dominion lost but then dominion restored in Christ.

Then we have a special account of the creation of man which has staggered the 
unbelieving theologians. There are two accounts of the creation of man, there's one in 
chapter 1 of Genesis, and the second one, not identical either, in chapter 2. So the 
unbeliever says, "Ah, we have, this is obviously two different things, as it were, cobbled 
together." The Christian says, "No, that's not the reason, the reason we have two accounts
of the creation of man is because this is something of exceptional importance. Man made 
in the image of God, we have it generally in the first one and then we have it in more 
detail in the second one." We've got it twice because it's important because it is 
exceedingly important that man is made in the image of God because this is part of the 
declaration that God has given of himself and, in particular, in due time the eternal Son of
God was to become man, "The Word made flesh and dwelling among us." And therefore 
the creation of man is something of great importance with regard to the coming of Christ 
and to know that man was, as it were, able to, if we may say, to bear the image of God. It 
shows how much there is in man that it's possible for the Son of God to take flesh and to 
display God through man fearfully and wonderfully made. So that's a matter of great 
importance.

Then a little bit further on in the same chapter, we have the creation of woman, the 
special creation of woman, and marriage, and this, of course, relates to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as well because of the marriage, as we have it here, the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, the marriage to the church, the marriage to the Israel of God. 

So these things are there because they are of great importance and practical religious 
importance, and this encourages us with other things as, I think, that puzzling thing in 
chapter 2 of Genesis, we're told about the four rivers that go out of the garden of Eden, 
Euphrates and others, and I don't remember seeing anything very clear about why we 
should be told about these rivers, particularly since the flood presumably rearranged the 
geography of those parts. And then we're told about the land of Havilah and the gold of 
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that land which is good, and when one reads that, one wonders why are we told about the 
gold in the land of Havilah? Well, I suppose that in due time the church will understand 
these things but perhaps at present we do not. But that's the way it is in the scripture, that 
we seek to advance and others coming after us may have a better understanding than we 
do ourselves. Martin Luther said that he felt he was in the wilderness but he was hoping 
that those who came after him would enter into the Promised Land as far as the 
understanding of the word of God was concerned. But we are able to understand enough 
of scripture to satisfy ourselves that those things that we can't yet understand will also 
turn out to have an edifying and profitable explanation.

So the Lord Jesus Christ is the subject of prophecy and these things are there because 
they relate to him in one way or another. One thing we should note here is the name that 
he's given: the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. And we might wonder why it's
the testimony of Jesus and not, say, the testimony of the Son or the testimony of Christ, 
and we know that the emphasis here is on the humanity of Christ, the man Christ Jesus. 
Perhaps this has something to do with the Apostle John had two different perspectives on 
Christ, two different views of Christ. One of them he gives us at the beginning of his 
gospel where he says that, "In the beginning was the Word  and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God." He has a view of Christ as the eternal Son of God coming into 
the world as the Messiah, the Son of man which is in heaven. No man has seen God at 
any time, the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father. He hath declared 
him, that glorious view of Christ, the eternal Son of God, the word of life being here in 
this world. 

That's one view that John had of Christ but the other view that he had of Christ was that 
of Christ as Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus from Nazareth. Well, John himself was from 
Galilee, from Capernaum, and not very far away from Nazareth and it was his first 
encounter, the first one that we have with Jesus of Nazareth was when John the Baptist 
pointed to them and said, "Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world." And some of, two of John's apostles or disciples followed Jesus at that time, and 
we understand that John was one of them, that that was his first encounter, perhaps his 
first encounter with Jesus of Nazareth, and then he went back to his fishing at that time 
and then later on Christ came to him and called him and his brother away from the nets to
become fishers of men.

So these two views that he had of Christ, one as the eternal Son of God, and one as the 
man Christ Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth. And the testimony that he has, the testimony of 
Jesus is these two, as it were, are one and the same person, that Jesus of Nazareth is none 
other than the eternal Son of God. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that's what we have to 
believe. These things are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you might have life through his name. So it's the testimony of 
Jesus in that sense. Jesus is the Christ. Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
The testimony of Jesus.

Well, this then is the subject of prophecy but, secondly, Jesus accounts for the 
arrangement of prophecy. It's the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, the purpose 
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of it all is to bear witness to Christ, and is ordered then, the prophecy is organized in such
a way as best to bear witness to Christ. And at first sight, as many of us can remember 
thinking that the Bible seemed, if we may say, haphazard and disorganized. Why is it put 
together in this strange way? Why is it not, as it were, done in a more orderly way, as we 
would think? And some books we're told the author, some books we're not told the 
author, some books the things in the Proverbs, at the end we have the prophecy of 
Lemuel, the proverbs of Lemuel and others, why these things? Quite perplexing and, of 
course, it gives greater opportunity to unbelievers to try to express their unbelief and their
doubts about the inspiration and the origin of the Bible. Why do we have what we might 
describe as the prehistory at the beginning of the book of Genesis, the earliest part of the 
book of Genesis, and then we go into history, I suppose, from, well, let's say the flood 
onwards or the days of Abraham onwards and through various accounts of the exodus 
and the coming up into the Promised Land, and Samuel and Kings and Chronicles, these 
things. Then we have in the midst of it all, we're given more, the law of Moses and the 
ceremonial law that's in there mixed up with these things. Then we come on to poetic 
passages and these so-called wisdom books, Job and Proverbs, these things and the 
Psalms of David and others. Then we have the prophets. Then we have the New 
Testament and the end of it all we have Revelation and it's very different than the way 
which men would have done it. We have examples, we have samples of the way that men
when they construct their false religions or when Satan puts forward his satanic wisdom, 
we have examples in the so-called holy books of the world, things like the book of 
Mormon and so on, you have examples of the way which men put forward their frauds 
and their cunningly devised fables. And it's the way that the Lord God has done it is very 
different. We have books which we don't know the author, we're not told, we would like 
to know but we're not told who writes some of these books. We're curious to know. And 
some of the books, furthermore, particularly only in the Old Testament, but some of the 
books are evidently compositions. The book of Psalms composed over a very long period
of time, the first Psalm, as far as we would understand, is that one numbered Psalm 90, 
the Psalm of Moses, the man of God. Then we have all the Psalms of David and Asaph 
and others, whatever the last Psalm was. Then someone we would understand to be very 
likely Ezra, the scribe who reestablished the religion of Israel, the restoration, putting 
them in the order or finishing the ordering of the Psalms so that the order of the Psalms is
authorized in scripture. We're told about the second Psalm, there's an authority to the 
ordering of these Psalms. This is of significance in the ordering of the Psalms but there's 
a wonderful supervision there. It's one thing, we would say, for the Lord God to inspire, 
that is to say the Apostle Paul, however he did that, and Paul was minded to write an 
epistle to Romans or whoever it might be, and we suppose that even at one sitting or 
perhaps a slightly longer period of time than that, that these things came to him and he 
wrote them down, conscious as he did so that the Spirit of God was moving him and he 
then sent his epistle off to the church in Rome, and some epistles he even tells them to 
make the word of God known to others, and the church of Rome recognizes and is 
enabled by God to recognize that this is part of the scripture, part of the inspired word of 
God.

Well, that's one thing but it's another thing to order the writing of a book over generations
and centuries like the book of Psalms, but not difficult to the Lord God because one day 
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is with the Lord God as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. And it's one 
Spirit, that's the point here is the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and the 
same spirit, as it were, is able to use Moses and David and Asaph and Heman and Ethan, 
these ones all in their own way to contribute to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And God in this matter has done as the Holy Spirit has done as seemeth him good, and 
the further we go in the study of the scriptures, the more it will seem good to us as well, 
the way which God has ordered the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ.

One of the great puzzles, as you know, is the three gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
and then John's gospel and the similarity and the difference between Matthew and Mark 
and Luke, and many people have exercised their minds on how these gospels come to be 
so similar and yet so different and they want to say that Matthew had Mark's gospel in 
front of him, or Mark had Matthew's gospel in front of him, or whichever one they prefer 
to put first, and then someone else comes along and points out difficulties with their 
theory and puts forth his own theory and that collapses as well too. We see the same sort 
of thing with Peter and Jude. There are very great similarities there between what was in 
the Holy Spirit put into the heart of Peter, and what the Holy Spirit put into the heart of 
Jude to write.

But it's not so puzzling with the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and these 
men were led sometimes to write different things and sometimes to write the same thing. 
Sometimes it's useful to have a confirmation whether things come twice, this puts an 
emphasis upon them and if we're children, and we are certainly children in spiritual 
things, then we need, God needs, as they say, to list to us, he needs to come to our level 
and speak very plainly to us and there emphasize those things that are of special 
importance. And so there we have things repeated, we are led to, we're obliged, as it 
were, as we read the scriptures, we read these things and then a week or two later perhaps
in another, the next gospel, we read them again, and then we read them again and this 
way they're brought before us again and again.

So the ordering of the scriptures, the arrangement of prophecy is so because it bears 
witness to the Lord Jesus Christ, the testimony of Jesus, and this tells us then how we are 
to approach the word of God. Our great need is, in a sense, to conform ourselves to the 
word of God. It's not that we should go in with our preconceptions and say, "I'm now 
going to try and harmonize the gospels." Many people have done that and it's perfectly 
lawful activity to try and work out the order in which the different things happened, what 
exactly happened at the crucifixion and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
came to the sepulchre first, and then what happened next. That's a very lawful and useful 
activity and edifying but it's not exactly the purpose of scripture. The purpose of scripture
is that we should conform ourselves, not that we should, as it were, have our ideas and 
take them for the word of God but the other way round. We need to go to the word of 
God, as it were, for our ideas in the first place. We need to be continually asking 
ourselves what is scripture saying here? What is it teaching? Why is it expressed thus? 
Why does, you say, why the testimony of Jesus the spirit of prophecy? Is that the way, as 
it were, I would have put it myself? Probably not therefore there's something there that I 
need to learn, there's something there that the Holy Spirit is teaching, and it's this spirit if 
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we go into every part of the word of God with a readiness to learn and with a desire to 
learn. What are we to learn about the Lord Jesus Christ from the flood? What are we to 
learn about the Lord Jesus Christ from the covenant with Abraham? What are we to learn 
about the Lord Jesus Christ from the children of Israel being in Egypt? Why did they go 
into Egypt and why was Moses raised up to bring them out of Egypt and to bring them to 
Sinai and to bring them to the borders of the Promised Land? What are these things 
saying? In what way are they useful to us to illustrate and to teach concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

We know Egypt, the picture there is one of redemption. The children of Israel were in 
bondage to Egypt and were redeemed and brought out, and so if we want to know about 
spiritual bondage, which we're all in naturally, we've got a very simple clear picture of it 
in the poor children of Israel in Egypt serving these taskmasters and making these 
pyramids or whatever it was that they were making, and no benefit to themselves, 
laboring away. And that's the service of Satan, serving diverse lusts and pleasures. But as 
Peter says, "What fruit have ye in those things whereof ye are now ashamed?" In the 
service of Pharaoh, the service of diverse lusts and pleasures doesn't leave you with 
anything profitable. When an Israelite went to bed in Egypt, he was no richer at the end 
of the day than he had been at the beginning. He had accomplished nothing for himself. 
He had been working for another. And so the one working for Satan is no richer as far as 
heaven is concerned, he's not laying up treasure for himself in heaven. So these things are
teaching us, and then Moses comes and in the hand of God brings them out of Egypt and 
God through Moses accomplishes redemption, and this teaches us about the work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

So the whole thing is ordered in such a way as to teach us about Christ, and when we 
come to the New Testament, we've said we have the same thing. It's there because it's the 
best way that we can learn about Christ, and the repetitions and those things which are 
difficult to understand, draw our attention, things that puzzle us, whatever many verses in
the Bible which at present are not well understood but gradually and particularly with 
these glorious times that are spoken of in the word, that the outpouring of the Spirit and 
Satan is bound a thousand years, we have it in the next chapter in Revelation, well, we 
would suppose there would be great advances then in the understanding of the word of 
God. It's not surprising if we're in relatively early in the history of the New Testament 
church or whatever stage we're at in that history, but if there's more to come, it's not 
surprising if, as it were, the building is unfinished at the moment and we haven't gotten 
yet a full understanding of the word of God.

And here at the end of it in Revelation, what do we learn from Revelation that we don't 
get from any other book of the Bible, well, that's a good way of going to every part of the
scriptures, what in particular does this part of the word of God teach? It teaches us what 
we wouldn't know if it was omitted. What would we not know if the book of Revelation 
was omitted from the Bible? Well, we wouldn't have that view of Christ in heaven ruling 
in the way that we have. We get glimpses of it elsewhere but this is the most sustained 
account of Christ ruling in heaven. We see this world as a place of conflict and warfare 
but we see Christ as the mighty King and the head of his army, and what the one who is 
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most certainly going to win the final victory and the absolute destruction of these 
enemies. 

So we see that the book of Revelation is telling us something exceedingly important 
about the world in which we live because if we look at this world just now in our own 
nation, as it were, with the eye of unbelief, it's very hard to think that the forces of evil in 
Britain and in Scotland are going to be defeated. They seem by far to have the upper hand
and the church of Christ seems very feeble indeed and on its way out if anything, but then
when we look here and we get the view that John was given of the things which will be 
hereafter, we see that that's a very mistaken, short-term and earthly view, and if we get 
ourselves up into the high place of the earth and look down a bit on this world, a very 
different thing is going on. And Christ is not in the least perturbed or dismayed, in one 
sense, in the present state of his church in Scotland though he has brought it low for his 
own purposes and for punishment upon the nation that has sinned, but his purposes are 
still being worked out and it's nothing with him whether to work by many or by them that
have no power. And he has his witness in Scotland, the testimony of Jesus is maintained 
for the present whether we trust it will continue, but whatever happens he is going to 
advance his kingdom and build his church in his own way and gather in his people, every 
single one of them north, south, east and west, wherever they are, wherever there's a soul 
that was given to him by his Father. He will arrange for the ingathering of that soul and 
the Spirit of God will lift up Philip into the air and take him down into the wilderness or 
command him to go down into the wilderness where he will meet the Ethiopian and then 
brought up the Spirit of God and brought back again. One way or another, he will bring 
the word of God to every single one of them and will draw them to himself.

So we need not faint in that way. We may feel beleaguered and not far from defeat but 
the reality is very different, that he that sitteth in the heaven shall laugh and the Lord shall
have them in derision, and this kingdom of Satan that seems to be so powerful is not 
nearly as strong, it's full of hollow boasting and is vulnerable. I was struck recently by an 
example of this. People were in the process of building a new church somewhere in the 
south of Scotland and before they'd even finished the building, some people broke into 
the church and vandalized it and I think endeavored pretty much to burn it down and you 
think, well, why? Why was it that the poor people in that deprived area, once it was said 
to be the ninth poorest parish in Scotland, why did the poor youths in that area break into 
the church? What inspired them, as it were, to do that? And the answer is what inspired 
them to do that is Satan stirred them up to do that because he didn't want the word of God
to be proclaimed in that parish. He was the one who was worried, as it were, about the 
appearance of the gospel in the midst of his kingdom because he knows that Christ is 
very strong and one word from Christ, he commands the blessing even life forevermore, 
and souls are taken out of his kingdom and he can never get them back again. So he has 
to work fast and go around almost frantically trying to extinguish the gospel flame 
wherever he can. So far from being dismayed at this church being burned down, the 
people of God should take encouragement from it as it shows that what they're doing is 
something useful to the advancing of the kingdom, and it is through the bringing of the 
word of God that the kingdom of Satan will be brought down in due time.
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Well, Jesus then accounts for the arrangement of prophecy but, thirdly, he gives life to 
prophecy. The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, the animating spirit. And the 
prophets didn't simply declare facts but they declared things that were of the greatest 
importance to them. They were speaking of things that they loved and things that were 
bound up in their hearts. Peter tells us that they were searching and the spirit of prophecy 
came upon them, they were searching what manner of time the Spirit of God which was 
in them did signify and testified of the sufferings of Christ and of the glory that should 
follow, for they themselves were interested in the word of God.

Now we know that one or two people, one or two prophets, we have Balaam, we have 
Caiaphas, one or two men were constrained to utter prophetic words when they didn't 
really have a heart interest in them, they were instruments in that way that God used; they
did not have true faith but they were exceptions and the general rule was that the prophets
were the people of God, indeed the eminent people of God, that the kingdom of God 
being built upon the foundation of the apostles and the prophets and Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief cornerstone. So they had the truth in their hearts. Abraham and Moses and
Samuel and David and these others, they were all looking ahead by faith. Abraham saw 
Christ's day afar off. He rejoiced to see it and was glad. So he was a prophet and he was 
looking ahead for the days of Christ. And Samuel likewise among the prophets, and he 
too was looking ahead to this one who was to come, and David again with his many 
messianic Psalms that he was inspired to compose, and they all looked ahead and they all 
in their lifetime fed upon the goodness of the word of God, taste and see that God is good
and who trust in him is blessed.

So the heart of the spirit of their prophecy concerned Christ, concerned the honor of God 
and the prosperity of the kingdom of God, and that was their desire. It was a burden to 
them when they were very few, but when the kingdom of God was brought low, it's a 
matter of warning to them, when others were brought in, it was a matter of rejoicing. And
when they condemned sin as many of them were called to do and warned sinners, 
Jeremiah in particular but many others were called to that duty of warning sinners, they 
did it as those who were desirous of their repentance, "My soul shall weep for you in 
secret places." They didn't desire the destruction of these people but rather their 
repentance. They didn't desire the overthrowing of Israel, the captivity of Israel and 
Judah, but rather that their fellow countrymen would turn from their wickedness and live.
Then they desired it particularly because it was for the honor of God in the world, that 
God's name was blasphemed every day and the blaspheming of the name of God was a 
painful thing to these men, and casting doubt on the prophecies that God had given to 
previous generations concerning that one who was to come, the seed of the woman who 
was to bruise the head of the serpent.

So when they spoke of the kingdom of God, it was something that they loved. When they
condemned sin, when they reproved sinners, when they exhorted them to repent, it was 
again with the heart that they did it. It was all because they were the servants of Christ 
and they desired the good of the kingdom of Christ. And as that was the spirit with which
these prophecies were uttered, say that is the spiritual with which these prophecies are to 
be received, the spirit with which we are to go to the word of God. We're to go to the 
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word of God with a desire if the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, then we're 
not going to the understanding of prophecy and thus expecting and desiring that it will be 
speaking to us about the Lord Jesus Christ. If we go there with a cold spirit or an 
unbelieving spirit, then we are liable to come away with very little, but if we open our 
mouths wide to the word of God, then we can expect that he will fill it. If we go to the 
scriptures with a desire for the knowledge of Christ, then the scripture is full of Christ 
and therefore we expect to come away and the nature of these things is that to say much 
of Christ in the scripture that then the Holy Spirit starts to open the understanding, that 
the living Word, the Word, as it were, comes to life and so many thoughts into one's mind
and simple things that we hadn't realized and understood before, so a very small part of 
the word of God, as it were, suffices, we can't take any more at that time. One or two 
things to think about, to meditate upon and, as it were, just as with food we don't need all 
the food in the world but just enough for our present appetite and capacity, so it is with 
the word of God that the vast riches of the word of God there in one small portion of the 
time is satisfying to the soul of the believer. 

So this is the spirit, that this is the spirit with which the prophecy was given. This is the 
spirit with which we're to go to it. It's the mind of Paul in part at least when he says 
concerning Christ, he says, "That I might know him and the power of his resurrection and
the fellowship of his sufferings he may be conformable unto his death." And part of that 
knowledge of Christ is through the scripture and part of it is through the practice of the 
scripture in daily life, and with the knowledge of Christ that comes through obedience, 
but part of it is through the study, through the meditation upon the word of God. 

Well, let us understand then the great purpose of the Bible. Why were we given the 
Bible? We've been given the Bible because it is through the Bible that we come to the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it's through the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that we come to the knowledge of God himself. "This is life eternal, that they 
might know thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent and this is life 
eternal in order that they might know thee, the only true God." It's the purpose of eternal 
life that we might know God and might know the Lord Jesus Christ. So the Bible is given
us for that purpose and therefore let us be seeking to advance in the knowledge and the 
understanding of the word of God. We've got a little bit of knowledge, let us seek to be 
going forward. If we at present don't understand the word of God, well, we need the Holy
Spirit, we need that one who takes of the things of Christ and shows them, that the Lord 
would open our understanding, that Christ breathe upon them that they might understand 
the scriptures.

So let us be seeking to advance in the knowledge of the word of God and let us be getting
particular food for our souls. The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. We need 
Jesus Christ and him crucified, we need that spiritual bread. His body is meat indeed and 
his blood is drink indeed. Jesus Christ and him crucified, that is what we will find good 
for our souls. So let us each one on this God's holy Sabbath day be seeking spiritual food,
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. May the Lord bless his word to us.

Let us pray.
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O Lord, help us to hear thy word and we recognize that thou alone art to be worshiped, 
and we are not to be drawn aside as even John was to giving glory to the creature, but 
we are to worship and to serve the living and the true God through the Lord Jesus Christ,
through the Son of thy love, thy beloved Son in whom thou art well pleased. And grant 
that we too might be well pleased in Christ and seeking none other than him, the one 
pearl of great price. Also to thank thee for our gathering together and may we use the 
means and the opportunities that we have to the furthering of our own souls and the souls
of others. To whom much is given that the same shall much be required. May we 
recognize that thou hast given us the word of God and that thou hast given us the 
advantage of those that have gone before in the Christian faith in expounding these 
things and resolving many points with regard to the truth. May we be glad that we have 
that and seek to make the full use of them, that each one might be growing in grace and 
in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Wash away our sins in holy things,
where we feel unworthiness in thy presence, may we be endeavoring to put away sin, to 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, to be looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Lord, we ask for his name's sake. Amen.
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