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GRATITUDE OF FORGIVENESS
Luke 7:36-8:3

In a few days, you will probably be sitting around a Christmas
tree with your family. If you have children, you will enjoy a special
time as you watch them unwrap and open their presents. You will
surely hear something like, “Oh wow! That’s just what I always
wanted! What is it?” Or sadly, once all the presents are opened you
might hear, “Is that all there is?” It is the expected response of an
immature little human who has grown up in a culture awash with
materialism, a culture who bows before and serves the idols of stuff.

Mom has told us children how different it was growing up in a
family of nine children during the Great Depression. Most of you will
have to consult your history books in order to remember what the
Great Depression was. During those days, life was more like survival
than thriving. It was during those days of need that Mom and her
siblings each received an nice fresh orange for Christmas. Yep, that
was all. Years later when Mom was a teen and the economy was
rebounding, she actually received a pair of ice skates for Christmas.
But she was not allowed to use them on Sunday. That was the Lord’s
day.

Does it appear to you that people who have the most things have
the least amount of appreciation for little things, even important
things? Gratitude is intricately connected with value. If you assess
something as very valuable, you will sincerely and deeply appreciate
having it. Sadly, the things most people consider valuable are tangible
things. These “things” are obvious, real, touchable, able to be
possessed or hoarded. But what about spiritual possessions, eternal
possessions? How important is the gift of eternal life to you? How
much do you really value the forgiveness of sins? 
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It is possible that the reason forgiveness of sins is held lightly
or appreciated little is because we are ignorant of the consequences
of our sins. For example, here is an adult who grew up in a Christian
home, under fairly strict rules for living. This person came to
understand the Good News of salvation at a very young age,
confessed his or her sins, and received the gift of forgiveness. This
person was sheltered from many of the deep sins and is virtually
ignorant of the pain and sorrow sinners can experience. And so, the
gift of forgiveness is esteemed lightly.

In contrast is the person who grew up in a family that was
ignorant of the gospel or opposed to it. He quickly learned to be a
fighter, to yield to the desires of the flesh and was enslaved to sexual
sins, theft, lying, various addictions and pride at an early age. By the
time he was a teenager, he was addicted to drugs and alcohol,
experienced STDs, and had been arrested multiple times. One day, his
sin caught up with him and he was shot while committing robbery.
Lying in a hospital bed, recovering from his wounds, knowing that
when he healed he was headed to prison, the young man assessed the
mess of his life. What was the point of living? Sin owned him and
was destroying him.

I have known people similar to this hypothetical person. I have
known men and women who God graciously drew to Himself out of
deep sin. When those people received forgiveness from sin, it was a
gift for which they will always be thankful. To be delivered from the
slavery of sin by the grace of the Savior will cause a person to be
thankful. To think that you somehow deserve to be forgiven because
you are really not that bad is to reveal ignorance of the eternally
deadly nature of all sin—yours and mine. 

In this story from Luke’s Gospel, Jesus drew the sharp contrast
between a sinner forgiven and sinners who failed to see the enslaving
nature of their sins. Guess which one expressed appreciation to
Christ’s grace?

Jesus Knows Who the Sinners Are (vv.36-39).

Luke has revealed that Jesus fraternized with unsaved people
(vv.36-38). That is not new information to the reader of the New
Testament. In the situation of our text, the perfect Savior accepted an
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invitation to eat with a sinner. One of the Pharisees asked him to eat
with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at
the table (v.36). It seems odd that a Pharisee would invite Jesus to a
meal. The Pharisees were a religious sect devoted to making and
keeping their own laws. They were self-righteous people who
honestly believed they could impress God with their good works.
They relied wholly on their own abilities to buy their way into
heaven. They were sadly mistaken and on their way to eternity in
hell. Early on, Jesus got on the wrong side of these people by
exposing their sinful hypocrisy. 

Therefore, it might seem odd to some people that Jesus would
bother to attend the meal. He was free to accept or reject the
invitation. He was fully aware of the animosity people like this
Pharisee held toward Him. Wasn’t it true that the Pharisees accused
Jesus of eating with sinners? Didn’t they use that evidence as proof
that Jesus of Nazareth was not a prophet sent from God? Was it
possible that Jesus was walking into a trap in which the Pharisee and
his invited guests would trick Jesus into blaspheming God? I think it
is ironic that Jesus accepted the invitation to eat with the sinful
Pharisee who accused Him of eating with sinners.

Not only did Christ sit down to dinner with self-righteous
sinners, but the perfect Savior accepted a sinful woman’s expression
of love. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she
learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house,
brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind him at
his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped
them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them
with the ointment (vv.37-38).

The text reveals that this was a well known woman of the city.
The words are significant as we learn that suddenly this woman of the
city showed up. We are not sure which city it was and, therefore, not
sure how large the city was. But it appears that everyone in the city
knew about this woman. People knew this woman was a sinner, a
word used to describe the most despicable people in the society. It is
quite likely, based on Jesus’s description that she loved much (v.47),
that she was a prostitute. In most civilized cultures in history, a
prostitute is despised. Only a depraved culture that is on the brink of
destruction exalts sexual impropriety.
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No doubt there were many issues and circumstances that led this
woman into a life of debauchery (even if she wasn’t a prostitute).
Regardless, it was well known that she was devoted to sinning. That
this kind of woman invited herself to a private dinner was not all that
shocking. It was not uncommon for a dinner at which a well known
teacher (Rabbi) was the honored guest would be somewhat public.
The doors to the house would be open and people could stand around,
maybe even in the courtyard, and listen. 

What was shocking is that this woman was compelled to enter
and approach Jesus who was reclining at the table. She wept as she
displayed love and admiration for Jesus. Why was she weeping? She
obviously knew that Jesus was righteous and taught truth that
conflicted with her chosen lifestyle. But more important, this was
evidence of the work of God’s grace in her heart. The sinner wept
because the Holy Spirit was convicting her of sin. Conviction for sin
makes us sorrowful. This is the point to which all forgiven sinners
must come before they even ask for forgiveness.

While our initial introduction to this woman might cause us to
conclude that she was bold and brazen, the story actually reveals that
she was quite humbled. She displayed incredible humility and
subjection to Christ as she washed His feet with tears. Then she
wiped Jesus’s feet with her hair. She anointed Jesus’s feet with
ointment. That the ointment she used was in a very expensive
alabaster flask indicated that it was precious ointment, not olive oil
that would normally be used to anoint a person. Everything about this
woman’s demeanor indicated conviction of sin and a desire to repent.

And all of God’s people rejoice at such a display of humility
because of God’s grace. But not everyone rejoices, because sinners
do not understand the grace of Good News (v.39). What sinners do
understand is other sinners. So the Pharisee concluded, “If this man
were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman
this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner” (v.39b). The self-
righteous, sinful Pharisee fully understood this woman’s nature. It is
often said that if you want to know what constitutes sin, ask a
professed sinner. They do seem to understand each other. At the same
time, never take counsel from a sinful religious person about what sin
is because they are very confused like this Pharisee was.
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The problem is that religious sinners fail to understand that they
need grace. The Pharisee came to his errant conclusion because his
own heart within him was sinful. Now when the Pharisee who had
invited him saw this, he said to himself (v.39a). The Pharisee
understood God’s law. The Pharisee knew well that God’s character
was opposed to sin, especially the sin of fornication, prostitution.
Therefore, the Pharisee concluded that Jesus was not from God.

But, what the Pharisee could not understand was that Jesus
came to offer the only sacrifice that is sufficient to atone for  sinners’
sins, including his own. So often, religion and religious practice
blinds us to the simple reality, the critical need. I am a sinner. My sin
is as deep and abhorrent to God as that of a prostitute or murderer or
drug dealer. I need to admit how wretched I really am and beg God
to apply the atonement of Christ’s blood to forgive my sin.

Jesus Explains Response to the Good News (vv.40-47).

The Pharisee needed to learn about his own need. To that end,
Jesus illustrated a right response to forgiveness of sin (vv.40-43). In
the story, Jesus told about two debtors who were unable to pay what
they owed. And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have
something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” “A
certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred
denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay . . .” (vv.40-
42a). In our setting the one debtor owed the modern equivalent of 500
days’ wages or maybe $75,000. The other debtor owed the modern
equivalent of 50 days’ wages or maybe $7,500.

In an astonishing act of kindness, the lender cancelled the debts.
When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both (v.42a). Both
debtors were in desperate straits and could not pay what they owed.
It is the perfect picture to describe all of us in our sinful condition.
We are born in slavery to sin, indebted to God and incapable of
paying. Some people press on in that sinful condition and heap up
greater and greater debt. Others try to live a good, moral life, but they
still owe a debt they cannot pay.

The truth Jesus was illustrating is that through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, God our Creator cancels the debt we owe. He is just like
the lender in the story who blotted out both debts. Both the debtor
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who owed a little and the debtor who owed a lot received pardon. So
too the blood of Christ is sufficient to blot out few and minor sins as
well many and gross sins. But the sinner has to admit the sin and ask
for pardon.

After telling the little illustration, Jesus posed a very important
question. “Now which of them will love him more?” (v.42b). Jesus
asked the question in order to help the Pharisee understand the sinful
woman’s appreciation for forgiveness. The answer is obvious. Simon
came to the right conclusion. Simon answered, “The one, I suppose,
for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You
have judged rightly” (v.43).

Based on Simon’s right conclusion, Jesus explained the
response of the forgiven (vv.44-47). He contrasted the forgiven sinner
with the self-righteous sinner. There was a difference regarding
common courtesy. Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon,
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no
water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped
them with her hair” (v.44). As a guest Rabbi, Jesus had every right
to expect Simon to wash His feet. Simon, the sinner, did not show
common courtesy. The woman, under conviction of sin, showed
incredible concern for Jesus. She obviously knew something about
Jesus that Simon did not know. She felt gratitude toward Jesus that
the Pharisee could not imagine.

There was also a difference regarding honor. Jesus said to the
Pharisee, “You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has
not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but
she has anointed my feet with ointment” (vv.45-46). The kiss was a
sign of honor as was the anointing. Again, both the woman and the
Pharisee were sinners. Everyone knew the woman who honored Jesus
was a sinner. But maybe no one except Jesus sensed the true
condition of the sinful religious man. Maybe only Jesus knows the
true condition of your heart. Maybe Jesus knows well that you do not
honor Him in your heart.

Having pointed out the difference in response between a
penitent sinner and a self-righteous hypocrite, Jesus drew the critical
conclusion. Unlike the Pharisee who implied that he was not guilty
of sin, the woman felt the weight of her many sins. Therefore I tell
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you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven – for she loved much
(v.47a). If the woman was a prostitute, she loved all the wrong things.
She gave her affections to things that were passing, things that money
gained from wicked practices could buy, things that could not satisfy.
She would even have to keep replacing staples like food and drink.
That is the essence of most people’s lives. We call it mere survival,
which is not the same as thriving.

If she was a prostitute, the woman loved all the wrong kind of
people. She gave herself to people who used her and abused her. She
felt wanted on a very temporary basis. Worst of all, she loved herself
above all others and was willing to do whatever it took to survive and
to care for herself. Typically, a woman in this line of work either
loves her body and her sensual abilities, or she hates herself and tries
to find pleasure in destructive living.

It is so easy for nice, clean religious people to view a sinner like
this woman in the worst light. But is it not also true that we, too, have
loved much? We love passing stuff. We love people who make us
feel needed or important. Ultimately, we love self. Sin is all about
loving the wrong stuff and wrong people. Our Creator is jealous for
our love. But we can only love Him when our sins that impede our
fellowship with Him are blotted out.

The sinful woman came to Jesus weeping because she felt the
great weight of her sin. She had to sense relief when the weight was
lifted. In contrast, Simon the Pharisee sensed little weight from his
sins. He and the woman illustrated Jesus’s very important conclusion:
“But he who is forgiven little, loves little” (v.47b). The Pharisee
loved himself as much as the sinful woman loved herself. But he
could not see how abhorrent his sin was in God’s eyes. Coming to
grips with the enormity of our sins will help us understand how
desperately we need God’s grace offered in the Good News.
 
Jesus Offers Good News to Needy Sinners (7:48-8:3).

People who reject the Good News are perplexed (7:48-50).
They do not understand how Jesus forgives sin. Jesus said to the
woman, “Your sins are forgiven” (v.48a). We who love Jesus are not
surprised to hear the Savior pronounced sins forgiven. He did this
often enough to prove that forgiveness of sin is within the scope of
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His authority. It is what Jesus said to the paralytic (Luke 5:20). “But
that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins”– he said to the paralytic – “I say to you, rise, pick up
your bed, and go home” (Mark 2:10-11). Why shouldn’t the Christ
say things like that? God the Son was on earth to prove He has
authority to forgive sin. Christ shed His blood which was sufficient
to blot out confessed sin. That is the truth He drove home to the
disciples who would continue His ministry of telling the Good News.
At the last supper, He took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood
of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins” (Matthew 26:27-28).

But not everyone accepts the fact that Jesus came to forgive
sins. Luke wrote about “Those” who questioned the Savior’s
authority. Then those who were at table with him began to say among
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” (v.49b). We know
that at the very least Simon was at the table. We know that he was a
Pharisee, one who honestly believed he had the goodness and
wherewithal to gain salvation by keeping law. We know that Simon
did not have enough respect and love for Jesus to offer common
courtesy or honor. We can assume that many of Simon’s guests were
of the same opinion about Jesus.

That might lead us to ask why Simon bothered to host a supper
for Jesus and why were those particular guests invited? Maybe they
were curious about Jesus. Maybe they hoped to investigate His
teaching or question His miracles. Maybe they were setting a trap, but
it doesn’t appear to be the case this time.

Whoever they were, they all proved the great distinction
between forgiven sinners and self-righteous sinners. The person who
refuses to exercise faith that Jesus is God the Son, the Savior from
sin, cannot enjoy the peace that comes when He forgives sin. The
good news is that Jesus forgives sins as He said to the woman, “Your
faith has saved you; go in peace” (v.50). 

That the sinful woman had faith in Jesus is a miracle. How can
a spiritually blind sinner, spiritually dead sinner express faith in
Christ to forgive sin? How can a spiritually dead person suddenly
experience conviction of sin? Through God’s grace and kindness,
God the Holy Spirit stirs the sinful soul to know conviction of sin.
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When you are convicted of sin, it is God’s grace. Agree with God and
confess your sin.

That a sinner is able to be saved is a miracle. This woman
simply believed that Jesus was the promised Savior who would
provide forgiveness for sin. In a moment she was delivered from sin,
her trespass was blotted out, and she received eternal life. Your
journey to the point of salvation may take months or years. But the
miracle of salvation occurs in a moment. 

That a sinner enjoys newfound peace is a miracle. The woman
walked away with a peace that the Pharisee could not comprehend or
experience. He was left to attempt many works to shake the bondage
of sin, which would prove to be futile. She experienced a supernatural
peace and confidence in her newfound fellowship with God.

The first few verses of chapter eight springboard off from this
wonderful illustration of Jesus forgiving sins. How do forgiven
people live? People who embrace the Good News are with Jesus (8:1-
3). By that we mean that they too are proclaimers of the Good News
just like Jesus came to do. Soon afterward he went on through cities
and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom
of God. And the twelve were with him (v.1). 

Jesus continued to tell the Good News of salvation through faith
in Him. Jesus’s followers were learning how to tell the same good
news. They are characterized as healed people. They were people
who Jesus healed of evil spirits and infirmities. They were some
women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities (v.2a). But
more important, they were people known by name. They were people
like Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone
out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s household manager, and
Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means
(vv.2b-3). 

And my name is placed alongside their names. I am a follower
of Christ because He blotted out my sin which I confessed when the
Holy Spirit drew me to Christ. Are you a follower of Christ? Do you
enjoy the peace of fellowship with Him day by day? Have you
experienced the pain of sin that breaks fellowship with Him? Do you
confess sin so that you can appreciate the abundant life He has given
you? What you value most, you appreciate most. 
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