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Exodus 14:21-22 

 

God Will Part Those Waters 

Introduction: 

     Let the Redeemed of the LORD say so, Amen!  There are three short texts I want to look at 
this morning, to develop a thought and the message, “God Will Part Those Waters.”  Let us go 
all the way back to the book of Exodus.  
 
     The first key text being Exodus 14:21-22: 
 

“21And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided.22And the children of Israel went 
into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and on their left.”1 

 

     You say Brother Doug, do you really believe that?  Amen, I read it in the Bible, and 
therefore I believe it.  Now turn over to the Book of Joshua to look at our second key text for 
this message found in Joshua 3:17.  In addition, Joshua writes, “And the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the 
Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.”2 
 

You say Brother Doug, do you really believe that?  Amen, I read it in the Bible, and therefore 
I believe it.  The LORD parted the Waters of the Red Sea and made it Dry Ground. Then the 
LORD parted the Waters of the Jordan and made it Dry Ground. Now quickly turn to II Kings, 
just hold on, Glory to God, I am a going somewhere with this.  Look at our third text from II 
Kings 2:8, “And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they 
were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.”3 One might ask 
Brother Doug do you really believe that? I read it in the Bible, and therefore I believe it. We 
have before us today, three texts; where the Bible says that God divided or parted the waters, 
and they walked over on dry ground. 
 

Let me tell you today Friends:  That the works of God, the Acts of God are an awesome thing. 
In fact every Word that God speaks, every deed that God does is an awesome thing because 
our God is an Awesome God.  The KING JAMES BIBLE uses an interesting word in the form of 
an adjective to describe God and His Acts: 
__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Exodus 14:21-22. 
 

2 Ibid., Joshua 3:17. 
 

3 Ibid., 2 Kings 2:8. 
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Psalm 47:2 – For the LORD most high is terrible; He is a great King over all the earth. 
 
Psalm 145:5-6 – I will speak of the glorious honour of thy majesty, and of thy wondrous works.  
And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I will declare thy greatness. 
 

     That word terrible in that passage does not mean ugly, or miss fitting like we use the word 
in common English.  That word terrible as used in the Hebrew is the word: ‘Yaw-ray’ (ָיֵרא )–
meaning: to fear, to be moved, to be had in reverence.4  Meaning that these Acts of God are so 
Holy and so Awesome that they cause you and I to be moved to Reverence God, to Fear God 
and to stand in Awe at His might and Power with the Acts of God, the Deeds of God, the Works 
of God, and the movements of God. 
 
     All His acts are an awesome thing.  As we see where from our passages that I read this Act 
was fulfilled three times, but there are some acts of the Bible that occurred only once.  I call 
them Singular Acts. What I mean by that is they are so awesome that God only did them one 
time and one time only! For Instance: the acts of God in Creation: only happened one time.  
The Acts of God in the Virgin Birth: only happened one time.  The redemptive acts of God 
only happened one time. He went to the Cross, one time! He offered Himself to God, one time! 
He was buried, one time! He arose for the grave, one time!  These acts are never to be 
repeated – you say Brother Doug, why only one time? Because, once was enough, one time 
was all it took. 
 
     So we see, that many of the Acts of God, were singular, they were exclusive. God only did 
them one time and one time only. I believe these singular Acts in the Bible are there to show 
us that He is God, He alone is God, and only God can do such things. I do not know about you: 
but I believe only God, could create a universe.  I believe only God, could form a man out the 
dust of the earth.  I believe only God, could breathe into his nostrils and man become a living 
soul.  I believe only God, could send His Son.  I believe only God, could offer Himself up as the 
ultimate sacrifice. I believe only God, could raise His Son from the dead. In addition, I believe 
only God can save and sanctify and take us to Heaven. He is God, and there is none else. 
 
     Didn’t nobody make Him God, and can’t nobody unmake Him God.  I think it is humorous 
at the terms some Christians use:  They say things like – “Have you made Jesus LORD yet?” 
No Sir, and you ain’t either: “therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath 
made the same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”5You cannot make God 
something He has always been; what I am about to say is not good English, but Glory to God 
its good preaching: You didn’t LORD God, therefore you cannot un-Lord God, Amen! 
 
     Some of the Acts of God, some of the works of God, were singular; God only did them one 
time.  However, some of them He does more than one time; I call theses the Repetitive Acts 
of God: some of them He does over, and over, and over again.  For Instance God healed more 
than just one blind man.  God fed the multitude more than once.  God cleansed more than just 
one Leper.   
__________________________________________  
4 NOTE:  Terrible 3372: ‘yaw-ray’ (ָיֵרא ) a prim. root; meaning to fear; to revere, cause to frighten – affright, be (make) 
afraid, dread – Reverence see, terrible (act).  James Strong, The New Strong's Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010), 59. 
 

5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 2:36. 
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The LORD cast out more than just one demon, and I am glad God saved and is still saving 
more than just one person. Now I have met a few Baptist that thought they were the only one 
that God ever saved: but I am glad that God saved more than one. Now if those singular Acts 
were there to tell us that He is God, He alone is God, and no one but God can do those things 
– then what would be the purpose of those repetitive Acts of God? Those things in the Bible 
that God did again, and again, and again; well I want to show you this morning why God does 
these repetitive acts. 
 
     Why He parted those waters, three times: two main reasons: 
 

1. God telling us that He is an Awesome God, and He is not limited to time, space, or 
geographical location. 

 
2. God is trying to teach us valuable points to live by. 

 
     Let us look at that first text again from Exodus 14:21-22.  “Then Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned 
the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.22 The sons of Israel went through the midst 
of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left.”6 
 
The children of Israel, leaving Egypt are commanded to encamp before Pi-hahiroth.7 God 
warns Moses of the pursuit of Pharaoh, “For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They 
are entangled in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.  And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, 
that he shall follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that 
the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD. And they did so.”8 Pharaoh is informed that the 
Israelites have departed and then regrets that he suffered them to leave, because God had 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart. Then he pursues God’s people just as the Lord and told Moses and 
he begins to overtake them near their encampment by the Red Sea. 
 
The Israelites are terrified at his approach, in fear and dread they begin to murmur against 
Moses for leading them out of Egypt.  Moses encourages them and assures them of 
deliverance. God commands the Israelites to advance, and Moses to stretch out his rod over 
the sea that it might be divided, and promises utterly to discomfit the Egyptians. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
6 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Exodus 14:21-22. 
 
7 NOTE: Pi-hahiroth – “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-
hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea.” English 
Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), Exodus 
14:1-2. 
 
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Exodus 14:3-4. 
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     “And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 
16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of 
Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And I indeed will harden the 
hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over 
all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen.”9 The Lord God, tells Moses His purpose in all this, 
in that the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained honor for Myself over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen. 
 
     This one time singular act, for God’s redeeming purpose was that He may receive the 
honor and the glory.  This was even the purpose for putting such a Pharaoh into power as 
the Apostle Paul tells us from Romans.  As Paul writes, “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that 
my name might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.”10 This was God’s Sovereign purpose in the 
redemption of delivering and saving the children of Israel.  
 
The angel of God places himself between the Israelites and the Egyptians; this great pillar of 
the cloud becomes darkness to the Egyptians, while it gives light to the Israelites.  What was 
a blessing unto the children of God, became a burden to the enemies of God. Moses then 
stretches out his rod, and a strong east wind blows, and the waters are divided, and the 
Israelites enter and walk on dry ground, “Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and 
the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so 
the waters were divided. 22  The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry 
land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.”11 God people 
crossed over on dry ground.  The Egyptians tries to pursue them but the Lord looks out of 
the pillar of cloud on the Egyptians, terrifies them, and disjoints their chariots, while God’s 
people cross over.  
 
     Once the Israelites were safe across the Red Sea, that pillar of cloud upon the Egyptians 
departed and they begin to cross.  The Lord then commanded Moses to stretch forth his rod 
over the waters that they may return to their former bed.  He does so, and the complete 
Egyptian army is overwhelmed, while every Israelite escapes. Being thus saved from the 
hand of their adversaries, they acknowledge the power of God, and validate the mission of 
Moses. You say Preacher, do you believe all that?  Every single bit of it.  However, one may 
inquire as to what was the purpose in God parting those waters? What is the typology and 
what lesson, what deep spiritual truth is God trying to teach us, by orchestrating these events 
through His Sovereign foreknowledge. 
 
 
__________________________________________  
9New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Exodus 14:15-17. 
 
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:17-18. 
 
11English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Exodus 14:1-2. 
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     I want to show you through the Word of God and the believer in Christ can rest assured, 
without a doubt, because, “God will part those waters.” You can rest assured and have faith in 
God, in that knowing you are His, God will part those waters.  He will always be there, and 
He is always right on time, never too late in the lives of those that are His. God will part those 
waters when it is getting away time. 
 
     You see for 400 plus years, Israel because of their sin and rebellion, and rejection of God 
they were held in bondage as slaves.  They were the servants in bondage to the taskmasters 
of Egypt. Their days were hard, their nights were miserable, and their future looked helpless 
and hopeless. They were slaves and servants; generation after generation had died in 
bondage because of their rejection and rebellion. Nevertheless, oh, one day the Bible says, 
they got tired of all that; and they cried out to God for deliverance. One day ole’ brother Moses 
is one the backside of the desert; 80 years old getting ready to settle down for retirement: 
then all of a sudden out of nowhere, God flames up in a bush. 
 
     The LORD God Speaks to Moses from that burning bush: He said you go back and you tell 
the Children of Israel – I have seen their affliction; I have heard their cry; I know their 
sorrows. God said, I see all, I hear all, and I know all, and from that burning bush God called 
an 80-year-old man to go and lead His people out of bondage, slavery, servitude, and sin. God 
gave Moses a plan, of those nine plagues, and all those first nine did was harden the heart of 
Pharaoh. When all of that failed to work in the heart and mind of Pharaoh, God said, now 
here is my ultimate plan of emancipation. However, even Pharaoh’s disobedience was all part 
of God’s plan.12 Moses tells the Children of Israel to choose a lamb a male lamb, a spotless 
male lamb, without blemish.  On the 14th day, you kill that lamb, and the evening put the 
blood on the doorpost. Put it on the top and on the sides.  Do you understand that, let me say 
that again, put it on the top and on the sides. Because God said it is getting away time: and 
tonight God said, I am going to pass through the land of Egypt.  
 
     God Said, that when He Passes through the Land of Egypt. He said I am looking for one 
thing: God said I am looking for the blood of the Lamb. He is not looking for the hide of the 
Lamb, or the body of the Lamb, but the blood of the Lamb. He was not looking for their 
citizenship card, or their church membership.  He was not looking for water baptism, or 
social status: God said the only thing that is going to get my attention tonight is the blood of 
the Lamb not just the blood of a Lamb: but the blood of the Lamb, the selected Lamb, the 
special Lamb, and the sacrificial Lamb. What is it that stays the judgment of God?  It is the 
blood of His Lamb, that slain Lamb, the satisfying Lamb, the sheltering Lamb, the sweet Lamb, 
the saving Lamb, and the sure enough Lamb. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
12 NOTE: “For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth.” See: Holy Bible – King James 
Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:17. 
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     It was by Faith, Hebrews 11 says, that they applied the Blood.13 God passed through the 
land of Egypt that night, in the darkness of the mid-night hour. It was dark – That night in the 
land of Egypt when it got dark it got real dark. Because God said, it is Getting Away Time: God 
passed over, and the Bible says not one Egyptian house saw not death. God has declared in 
His Sovereign providence that it is getting away time for His people. The Bible says in Exodus 
12:3114 – Pharaoh, called for Moses and Aaron by night. He said to them – Rise up, and get 
you forth from among my people. After 430 long years of sin and slavery, after 430 years of 
bondage and burdens, God said, it is getting away time. 
 
     The glorious miracle of this terrible “fearful” act of God, was about to be displayed. The 
children of Israel marched to the banks of the Red Sea and the LORD had again hardened 
Pharaoh’s Heart, and Pharaoh and the Egyptian’s with 600 chosen chariots and captains 
pursued after the Children of Israel.  Oh’ but my friend “God Will part those Waters,” when it 
is getting away time. 
 
   When you come to point in your life, you call out of God Almighty, when you turn your back 
on sin and Satan, choose God, and God alone, you can depend of God to part those waters. 
When the Blood is applied in the darkness – God will part those waters. When it is getting 
away time, and you can cross over on dry ground, God will part those waters.  However, you 
must look to Christ you must turn to Christ. Sinner come and step out, step on over, trusting 
in Christ and walk over on dry ground. Because, God will part those waters when it is getting 
away time. You can cross over into the fullness of Salvation. 
 
     God will part those waters, when it is growing up time!  Let us look at our second text from 
the book of Joshua.  Joshua 3:17 – “And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.”15For forty long years the children of Israel 
had wondered around in the wilderness. They doubted God, they defied God, and they denied 
God. Oh, they were free from Egypt, they were safe from the brick pits of bondage, and it only 
took God, 1 day to Get Israel out of Egypt, but He took 40 years to get Egypt out of Israel.  
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
13NOTE: “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. By 
faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch 
them. By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the Egyptians, 
when they attempted it, were drowned.” See: New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), Hebrews 11:27-29. 
 
14 NOTE: “And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, 
both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and your herds, as 
ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.” See: Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2000), Exodus 14:31-32. 
 

15Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Joshua 3:17. 
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     Paul said to the Church at Corinth in I Corinthians chapter three: 
 

“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto 
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. I have fed you with milk, and not with 
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 
For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, 
and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?”16 

 
     The 40 years in the Wilderness, God was a working on the whole House of Israel. God was 
getting out the envying, and the strife, and the divisions. He was cleaning up the carnality of 
His Children. They had grown up: and they were standing on the East Bank of the Jordan 
River. Here are the children of Israel getting ready to walk over into the Promise Land. These 
were God’s People, the delivered, those that were Redeemed, His Chosen ones.  Church “God 
Will part those Waters” When it is Growing up Time. Glory to God, they stepped out behind 
the Priest, they stepped out behind the Ark of the Covenant, and they crossed over on dry 
ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan. The Grace of God through Faith 
today may save you, but Jesus said, I’ve come not only that you might have life, but that you 
have life, and have it more abundantly.17 Look to Christ, completely trust in Christ, and step 
out, step out, step out, into the fullness of Sanctification that He has waiting for you. Step out 
into that sanctified, abundant life that He has waiting, because if you do; God will part those 
waters.  
 
     God will part those Waters, when it is getting away time.  He will part those waters when 
it is growing up time. Let us look at our third text to see this third parting where God is 
demonstrating His Sovereign power while at the same time teaching us a valuable lesson.  
This third text picks up the story with Elijah and Elisha. The Lord commands Elijah to go to 
Jericho, and Elijah says, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho."18 Jericho 
was located in the Jordan Valley about 10 miles (16 km), to the northwest of the Dead Sea 
and is best remembered as the very first city that the Israelites conquered in Canaan when 
coming into the Promised Land.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
16Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 3:1-
3. 
 
17NOTE: “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
See: English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 
2015), John 10:10. 
 
18 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
II Kings 2:4b-c. 
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     Elisha was steadfastly minded and had settled in his heart to stay with the prophet, his 
teacher.  The Bible goes on to record Elisha's response, "As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee." So they came to Jericho.19 Then Elijah said unto Elisha to stay at 
Jericho for the Lord is sending me to the Jordan. Yet once again, Elisha vowed not to leave his 
teacher, and the two along with fifty men of the sons of the prophets went toward to the 
Jordan.  
 
     The Jordan River runs along a short stretch of a geological fault that starts in the north in 
Syria and extends southward into Africa. This was the same river that God parted with Joshua 
in the crossing of the children of Israel and now the Lord is about to part it again for the third 
time with Elijah and Elisha.  This scene of the crossing of the Jordan is reminiscent of Moses 
at the Red Sea, where the children of Israel cross over on dry ground.  
 
     When it comes to our God's appointed time, He will part those waters.  God will part the 
waters of justification when it is getting away time.  God will part the waters of sanctification 
when it is growing up time.  As Elijah and Elisha went ahead of the fifty men of the sons of 
the prophets, then came to the edge of the Jordan River.  This bring us to our third key text 
for the third lesson taken from 2 Kings, "And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, 
and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on 
dry ground."20 
 
     God's two men crossed over on dry ground. Because “God will part those waters", when 
it’s going home time.  Once they were across over on the other side of the Jordan, the east 
bank, Elijah said unto Elisha.  
 

"Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you." And Elisha said, 
"Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me." And he said, 
"You have asked is a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be 
so."21 

 
     Let us summarize what has transpired here - Elijah and Elisha walking together. Elijah 
took his mantle and smote the waters, and the two went over on dry ground. Elijah said, boy 
what is it you want from me? Elisha said, I want what you got, I want twice as much, and I 
want it to the second power. I want a double portion of your spirit. Elijah said, boy what you 
ask of me, is a hard, hard thing; but if you see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
19Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), II Kings 2:4g-j. 
 

20 Ibid., II Kings 2:8. 
 
21 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
II Kings 2:9-10. 
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     Then I can picture ole’ Elijah, looking up into the Heavens as he's walking along with Elisha 
that solemn day, maybe softly singing, "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Coming for to carry me 
home! Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Coming for to carry me home! Because my friend, brothers 
and sisters, you can rest assured that when it is getting away time, God will part those waters.  
When it is growing up time, God will part those waters.  In addition, when it is going home 
time God will part those waters.  
 
     "And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the 
two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven."22  Part of God's divine army, His 
great chariots of fire has come at once and at the last for Elijah.  Elisha is a witness to his 
teacher’s departure. God had parted the waters here for these men, in taking Elijah home to 
Glory.  
 
     Elisha cries out 'My father, my father!' He then took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from 
the heavens, smoke the waters, they parted once again and Elisha crossed back over on dry 
ground. God will part those waters, when it is getting away time, God will part those waters, 
when it is growing up time, and God will part those waters, when it is going home time.  
Whatever the need is in your life today, whatever banks you are standing on, the east bank, 
or the west bank; waiting to cross over. Look to Christ, then turn to Christ, step out because 
God will part those waters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
22 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
II Kings 2:11. 
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