
The Messiah’s Advent is Announced 

Luke 1:26-38/Matthew 1:18-25 

December 17, 2023 

Pastor Gary Hollinger 

 

Because of the circumstances involved, the arrival of the Messiah was announced in 

advance. 

I. The angel Gabriel announced the miraculous impending birth of the Messiah’s 

forerunner to his father Zechariah. (Luke 1:16-17)  

II. Gabriel announced to a virgin named Mary, the Lord’s intent to bless her uniquely. 

(Luke 1:26-30) 

III. This blessing would come in the form of becoming the mother to the Messiah. (Luke 

1:31-33) 

a. He would be fully human. (v. 31a) 

Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he 

might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— and free those 

who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. For surely it is not angels he 

helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in 

every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:14-17) 

 

b. His name was to explain His unique mission. (v. 31b) 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

 

By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ 

name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 

(Acts 3:16) 

 
 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you 

to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed 

man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” Then the man got up and went home. When the 

crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority 

to man. (Matthew 9:5-8) 

 

And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6:11) 



 

c. He would be no ordinary man. (v. 32a) 

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went 

along with him. As he approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only 

son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. When 

the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 

Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, and the bearers stood still. He 

said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave 

him back to his mother. 

They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet has appeared among us,” they 

said. “God has come to help his people.” This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and 

the surrounding country. (Luke 7:11-17) 

 

…while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for 

himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:13-14) 

 

d. He would also be fully God. (v. 32b, 35b) 

And they all said, "Are You the Son of God, then?" And He said to them, "Yes, I am." (Luke 

22:70 NASB) 

 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 

At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so 

did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. Are you 

greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” 

Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 

your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did 

not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. Your father Abraham 

rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 

“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked 

up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John 

8:51-59) 

 
 I and the Father are one.” 

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?” 

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a 

mere man, claim to be God.” (John 10:30-33) 

 

And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 

began. (John 17:5) 



 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 

that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. (John 1:1-4) 

 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 

things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. (Hebrews 1:3) 

 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was 

descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power 

according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord… 

(Romans 1:1-4) 

 

e. He is to be the heir to David’s throne. (v. 32b) 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

    will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:7) 

 

f. His kingdom is to be eternal. (v. 33) 

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 

worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. (Daniel 7:13-14) 

 

IV. Gabriel informed Mary that the conception of her child would be miraculous. (Luke 

1:34-37) 

V. Mary responded to the news not with shock or dismay but with reverent submission. 

(v. 38) 



VI. The circumstances surrounding the conception of the Christ seemed shameful. 

(Matthew 1:18) 

VII. Joseph responded predictably, yet mercifully to the news of Mary’s pregnancy. (v. 19) 

VIII. The angel explained God’s amazing plan to Joseph also. (v. 20-21) 

IX. God’s plan had actually been announced 700 years in advance. (v. 22-23) 

X. Joseph too responded with reverent submission accepting the shame that 

accompanied their situation. (v. 24-25) 


