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Acts 6:8-15 

 

What Stirs Up the LORD? 

Introduction: 

     We are going to be looking at several different Scripture texts as we deep into the subject 
of; “What Stirs Up the Lord?” The first texts I want you to see for laying the foundation of 
this message is taken from the book of Acts chapter six. 
 

“And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles 
among the people. 9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue, which is 
called the synagogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, 
and of them of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen. 10 And they 
were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
11 Then they suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. 12 And they stirred 
up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and 
caught him, and brought him to the council, 13 And set up false 
witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous 
words against this holy place, and the law: 14 For we have heard him 
say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change 
the customs which Moses delivered us. 15 And all that sat in the council, 
looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an 
angel.”1 

 

     This text shows us the arrest and the questioning of the man named Stephen.  The Bible 
shows how such members of the Synagogue of the Libertines, Cyrenians, Alexandrians and 
them of Cilicia and Asia were disputing with Stephen.  The Bible shows how that they set up 
witnesses against Stephen and they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes.  
We see what it took to get these people stirred up, yet have you ever wondered what stirs 
up the Lord?  
 

     Let us move forward to Acts chapter seven where Stephen is brought before the Council.  
“Then said the high priest, Are these things so?”2 Now with that posing question, knowing it 
could mean life or death ole’ Stephen just rares back and lets her rip. He spends the next 52 
verses preaching to the Council; he did not preach what they wanted to hear, he preached 
what they needed to hear. 
__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 6:8-15. 
 

2 Ibid., Acts 7:1. 
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     From Genesis 12:1 all the way through the Law, the first five books of Moses, up to King 
David and Solomon and the carrying away into Babylon; All the way up to Christ.  Stephen 
closes out his sermon out with these words, “Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 52Which of the prophets 
have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the 
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: 53Who have 
received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it.”3 
 
     Doctor Luke tells us in Acts 6:12, that the people’s words by the actions of Stephen, they 
had stirred up the people.  After they had heard this 52 verse sermon being preached by 
Stephen, how stirred up do you think they were then? Well Doctor Luke goes on to write in 
this historical account, just exactly how stirred up they had become.  
 

     “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 57 Then 
they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon 
him with one accord, 58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: 
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose 
name was Saul. 59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep.”4 

 
     These people were stirred up enough to Stone to death the man of God.  With a loud cry 
some seventy-two solemn council members, who were supposed to be the official 
guardians of the Law, become a "howling mob." McGarvey writes, "But the maddest pranks 
ever played upon this mad earth are witnessed when wicked men set themselves in 
uncompromising opposition to God and his holy truth."5 This wicked council threw Stephen 
out of the city.  Even though they are intent on committing murder, they are very careful to 
do it outside of the ‘holy city.’  “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Take outside the 
camp him who has cursed; then let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all 
the congregation stone him.”6 Yes, their very heart were pricked, yet they knew since the 
people were brought to a stir they had to keep up appearances. So they, in keeping with the 
law given to Moses took Stephen outside the camp (outside the city) to execute the stoning.   
 
__________________________________________  
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 7:51-53. 
 

4 Ibid., Acts 7:54-60. 
 

5 Rhoderick D. Ice,  "Commentary on Acts 7". The Bible Study New Testament. (Joplin, MO, College Press, 1974), 
182.  
 

6 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Leviticus 24:13-14. 
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     “Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.”7 This is the first mention of this militant 
Jewish missionary named Saul, who will later become the Apostle to the Gentiles, changing 
his name to Paul. 
 
     When Stephen was stoned the Bible shows that during this event he saw four things. 
Stephen saw the Glory of God and he saw the Lord Jesus standing up from His throne.  
Stephen saw the heavens open and the Bible records that He saw God.  Stephen, as the first 
Christian martyr recorded in the Scripture, ended his short but striking career in the 
likeness of his Lord. Filled with the Spirit, his last moments on this earth were filled with 
Jesus in glory. He had nothing more to say to men; his last words were addressed to his 
Lord. To the Lord he committed his spirit, and assuming the attitude of prayer, he desired 
mercy for his murderers. Who could have anticipated so astounding an answer as was 
given by his exalted Lord in the conversion of Saul, the arch-murderer? The prayer of the 
Lord Jesus from the cross for His murderers was answered by the sending forth of the 
Gospel, to begin at Jerusalem: the prayer of Stephen was answered in the conversion of 
Saul. That Saul himself never forgot it, is shown later by Luke’s writings. “When the blood 
of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by approving, and watching 
out for the coats of those who were slaying him.”8 
 
     The state of one’s mind and emotions must be pretty bad off, when they stirred up 
enough to stone the man of God. What do you suppose stirs up the LORD in the lives of 
Christians? Because there are some things in our lives that move God!  Events and actions 
that stir up the LORD. If you look in the life of this Man of God, that His preaching was a 
passion, and powerful. It was so intense that it stirred up the people in anger, enough for 
them to kill them. This ole’ boy Stephen is full of examples that stir up the LORD! 
 
     If you will study the life of Stephen, you will find out that he was a preacher that didn’t 
mince words. He would use words and sayings in his preaching like – you stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised; Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost. He called them betrayers and 
murderers.  He stated that they were people who had received the law, and have not kept 
it. As I have already said, Stephen preached to these people not like they wanted to hear it, 
but like they needed to hear it.  This man, this preacher, Stephen was a man that stirred up 
the Lord. He stirred up the people, enough for them to kill him for the truth of what he said. 
He stirred up the Lord enough for Him to stand up from His eternal throne in Glory.  
 
     You might ask, preacher, what would cause the Lord to be so stirred up? What would 
cause the Lord, to say; ‘hey I am not taking this settin’ down;’ what would move the Lord to 
the point where He would stand up for this man?  The fact is that this man Stephen had 
some traits, or some characteristics that would cause the Lord to be stirred up. 
 
__________________________________________  
7 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Acts 7:58. 
 
8 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Acts 22:20. 
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     Once a person is graciously and gloriously saved, through the power of His work and will 
in regeneration9 their hearts, lives and spirit can stir up the Lord.  
 

1. A Full Man – Stirs up the Lord. 
 
     It is the full man in Christ that stirs up the Lord and Stephen was exactly that, a full man.  
The Bible tells us in Acts chapter six that, “Stephen, full of faith and power.”10 Although, 
young Stephen was but a poor, uncultured layman, honored with the office of deacon, with 
such duties as being permitted to sweep the floor, and light the lamps, and collect money to 
support the evangelistic widows, they complimented him with this office because he was 
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. Yet, like all of the disciples in the Apostolic age (Acts 
8:4), he preached the living Word.  
 
    He did not have to get a license; the apostles had none for themselves nor anybody else. 
Thus far the plug-hatted clergymen who invented license had not been born. As Stephen is 
identified with those Hellenistic synagogues in which the Greek language is spoken, he goes 
to preaching in them with all his might. The representatives of these synagogues, dispersed 
in all heathen lands, had come to Jerusalem to attend the great Jewish feast of Pentecost, 
which so miraculously and unexpectedly by divine intervention was transformed into the 
most memorable revival the world ever saw and memorialized with the incarnation of the 
Holy Ghost, and the embarkation of the gospel ship. Here we find the first indirect mention 
of that celebrated man, Saul of Tarsus, destined in two more chapters to come to the front 
and prove the hero of this inspired history. Since he was born to rule, depend on it, he was 
the speaker of the opposition against Stephen, with the delegates from all of these 
prominent cities holding up his hands while he pressed the battle to the awful ultimatum of 
Stephen’s martyrdom. 
 
     It was the actions of Saul of Tarsus that was the head of the angry mob, that moved the 
people to a stir to kill the man of God, that caused the death of this full man, that stirred up 
the Lord. If we want to stir God up, we need to be full of the faith.  For as the Apostle Paul 
would later go on to write in his letter to the Romans – “For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’”11If we are to 
stir up the Lord, we must be as Stephen; full of and living by faith.  
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
9 Regeneration “Special act of God in which the recipient is passive. God alone awakens the person spiritually 
through the power of His Holy Spirit. Both the OT and NT also speak of the renewing of the individual. In a 
technical sense the act of regeneration takes place at the moment of conversion as the individual is spiritually 
awakened.” Drumm, S., Regeneration: Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary , Ed. C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. 
Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & T. C. Butler, (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1371–1372. 
 
10Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 6:8. 
 
11 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 1:17. 
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     In order for us to stir up the Lord as Stephen did we should be full of power. One might 
ask, Pastor, how does one get full of power?  Look at Stephen, “But he, being full of the Holy 
Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God.”12But he(Stephen), being full of the Holy Ghost, you see it is not through man’s might, 
wisdom, strength or power.  Zechariah the prophet writes, “Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the LORD of host.”13 The forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist 
baptized with water, however, Christ baptizes with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 
 
     The Lord Jesus told His disciples “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is  
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”14Do you want to move God, do you want 
to stir up the Lord?  Then be the full man; full of faith and power, and the Holy Ghost.  
 
     It is not only the full man that stirs up the Lord, that is full faith and of the Spirit.  But it is 
that focused man that moves God and stirs up the Lord.  
 

2. A Focused Man – Stirs up the Lord. 
 
     People say oh preacher I just cannot be focused on the things of God with all the trials 
and the tribulations going on in my life, help me! Let us take a look and see just how 
focused Stephen was: “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven.”15 Did you catch that, what was his focus on?  Stephen’s focus was not on the stones 
and rocks whaling into his body and upon his head. It was not upon mocking from the 
crowd as they laughed at him, but his focus was not upon the fierce looks of given by the 
man named Saul as he held the coats?  No my friend, his focus was upon glory, his focus, 
was on Christ Jesus as he looked up steadfastly into heaven. 
 
     When you focus steadfastly upon the LORD, it moves God to the point where the sweet 
Holy Spirit gives you the peace and the comfort you need, that nothing else around you 
matters. Let me say this friends, Stephen was so focused upon the Lord that he saw 
something: he saw the heavens open, he saw the glory of God, He saw the Lord Jesus stand 
up, and he saw God. His fullness, and his focus stirred up the Lord. His fullness, and his 
focus moved the Lord, to the point where the Sovereign Lord of Glory stood up. “Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”16 

 
 

 

__________________________________________  
12New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Acts 7:55. 
 
13Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Zechariah 4:6. 
 
14Ibid., Acts 1:8. 
 
15Ibid., Acts 7:55. 
 
16English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Acts 7:56. 
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     It is a full man that stirs up the Lord and it is a focused man that stirs up the Lord.  
Nevertheless, we also see from this text that it is the forgiving man that stirs up the Lord.  
 

3. A Forgiving Man – Stirs up the Lord. 
 

     Doctor Luke writes, “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. Moreover, he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord; lay not 
this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”17 Stephen knew 
something about the Cross. In his fullness and his focus upon Christ, He said, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. Yet in his forgiveness, he knelt down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge.  
 
     The man Stephen died as only one who was “full of the Holy Spirit” could as Luke records 
in verse fifty-five. He defiantly had knowledge of the Cross of his Master. He seems to have 
consciously followed the pattern of his Master as he faced his own death. His last words, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” these words echoed those that Christ prayed from the cross. 
This was the same basic commitment of his life to his Lord that Jesus made to the Father in 
his own dying moments (Luke 23:46). There is a certain trusting innocence in these dying 
words of Stephen and of Jesus.  
 
     John B. Polhill in his Acts Commentary writes, “The words are an ancient Jewish prayer, 
based on Ps 31:5, which children were taught to pray at bedtime. “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them” reminds us of Jesus’ prayer for the forgiveness of those who crucified him 
(Luke 23:34). And so Stephen “fell asleep,” perhaps in fulfillment of his prayer in v. 59. The 
early Christians often used the concept of “sleep” for death, a confession of their assurance 
of resurrection. No one ever died with greater assurance than Stephen did. He fell asleep 
with the vision of his risen Lord at God’s right hand still fresh on his mind.”18 Stephen 
defiantly knew something about the Cross, because he repeated 2 of the 7 sayings of the 
LORD Jesus at Calvary. 
 

- Father Forgive them for they know not what they do. 
 

- Father into thy hands I commend my Spirit. 
 
     That shows us today that if someone knows about the Cross, (really knows and believes 
it), they won’t get crisscrossed. In his fullness and in his focus, He was able to have 
forgiveness. This is what got the Lord of Glory stirred up and moved to point that He stood 
up off the His Heavenly Throne. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 7:59-60. 
 
18 John B. Polhill, Acts Commentary - Vol. 26, (Nashville: Broadman& Holman Publishers, 1992), 209-210. 
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     Robert Jamieson writes that “This is the only time that our Lord is by human lips called 
THE SON OF MAN after His ascension (Rev 1:13; 14:14 are not instances). And why here? 
Stephen, full of the Holy Ghost, speaking now not of himself at all (Ac 7:55), but entirely by 
the Spirit, is led to repeat the very words in which Jesus Himself, before this same council, 
had foretold His glorification (Mt 26:64), assuring them that that exaltation of the SON OF 
MAN which they should hereafter witness to their dismay, was already begun and actual.”19 
 
     Stephen’s word, deeds, and actions moved the Master.  But His great love for his 
Sovereign Lord, even in the display of the forgiveness of his enemies at his death stirred the 
Lord and moved the Master to the point, He stood up off the Throne: ‘I can’t take this sitting 
down,’ Come on home Stephen, come on home, moved up off the throne to invite and 
welcome His loyal servant home.  
 
     It is the full man that stirs up the Lord, it is the focused man that stirs up the Lord, and it 
is the forgiving man that stirs up the Lord. Last and finally, the finishing man stirs up the 
Lord.  
 

4. A Finishing Man – Stirs up the Lord. 
 

     Stephen finished his race and he and he finished it well. Look at what Simon Peter said in 
his second epistle;  
 

“Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even 
though you already know them, and have been established in the truth 
which is present with you. 13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this 
earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 knowing that the 
laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus 
Christ has made clear to me. 15 And I will also be diligent that at any 
time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.”20 

 
     Simon Peter finished his race and he finished it well.  What about the Apostle Paul: 
 

“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”21 

 
 
__________________________________________  
19 Robert Jamieson, Fausset, A. R., & Brown, D., Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible – Volume 
2, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.,1997), 181. 
 
20 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
2 Peter 1:12-15. 
 
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 4:6-8. 
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     How you finish your race is of great importance. Now in closing I’m going to shock some 
of you, because Stephen a man who stirred God and he finished with Glory; 
 

     “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand of God. 57 Then they cried out with a 
loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 
58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 59 
And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit. 60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, 
he fell asleep.”22 

 
     Finally, when he had said this, he fell asleep. He was rocked to sleep, because He moved 
the Lord.  Now just how you finish your race will be remembered a lot longer, then how you 
got started or even what you did along the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
22Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 7:55-60. 
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