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It’s a pleasure to greet you as we turn in the Word of God today to bring a message 
trusting that it will be a blessing to you. We’re going to be turning to the book of 2 
Samuel 21. I would invite you to get your Bible and turn there if you can and read with us 
from 2 Samuel 21.

Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for this privilege, the opportunity to once again 
proclaim your Word. We pray, Father, that those who are listening might take it to heart,  
that the Holy Spirit would minister through it, that lives would be transformed and souls 
would be saved. We pray, Father, that if there are those listening today who do not know 
Jesus Christ and the pardon and the forgiveness of sin, that they might turn to him in 
faith believing before it’s eternally too late. We ask you, Lord, now to bless your Word 
and we will praise you and all that is accomplished for we ask it in Jesus’ blessed name. 
Amen.

As we turn now in God’s Word, we want to read just a few verses of Scripture in the 
book of 2 Samuel, turning to chapter 21, beginning with verse 15.

“15 Moreover the Philistines had yet war again with Israel; and David 
went down, and his servants with him, and fought against the Philistines: 
and David waxed faint. 16 And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the 
giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in 
weight, he being girded with a new sword, thought to have slain David. 17 
But Abishai the son of Zeruiah succoured him, and smote the Philistine, 
and killed him. Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt 
go no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not the light of Israel.”

May God bless his Word now as we’ve read it. May the Holy Spirit apply it in our lives 
in a way that will be pleasing and beneficial to the Kingdom of God.

As we look in this passage of Scripture, we see the men of God going to war. David is the 
king. He is the one, of course, that is appointed by God to be the leader of the nation of 
Israel, that was his position. This, of course, was a very important position. He was to 
give instruction and direction. David was an older person who had acquired wisdom 
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through the experiences of life and through the involvement that God had brought him to 
and he was important yet, even though old in age. He no longer was the warrior that he 
once had been in fighting the physical warfare against the enemy and he was facing the 
giants; these were the brothers of Goliath. David, in his youth, had gone down to the 
brook and taken five smooth stones and approached Goliath and killed him with a single 
stone but those five stones, of course, were the representation of the five brothers in the 
family of Goliath. 

So now, here these other four brothers, Goliath having been slain by David, these other 
four brothers had purposed that they were going to destroy David; they were going to kill 
him. And, of course, in his weakness, in his aging, they thought that they could 
accomplish this; they had come to war against Israel. The king was there and, of course, 
we realize that this servant of David, you might say a right-hand man, was recognizing 
the possibility now that David, their king, was going to be killed by these Philistines. He 
was discerning; this man realized that he had a responsibility, Abishai, recognized that he 
had a responsibility to protect his leader. Not to betray him, not to abandon him but to 
protect him for the glory of God.

We need to recognize that there are those in the service of the Lord that need protection 
and assistance and support. We need to support the workers of the Lord. Now, friend, I 
would tell you: as a Christian you ought to support your pastor. He’s the man that God 
has appointed and placed in the place of leadership. He is to be followed and when the 
time comes, God will move him. God will take him out of the way when the time comes 
but until such a time as God moves that man, you ought to support him. You ought to 
encourage him and strengthen him. There are other examples in the Word of God, not 
only in this case where Abiathar killed the one who is attempting to kill the leader. We 
find that in the days of old, in the days of Moses, you will remember that Moses was 
weak. He in age was growing weak in body and we recognize that Moses was aided in 
the Lord’s battle. 

We’re going to turn now to the book of Exodus 17. Get your Bible and turn there, if you 
can, to the 17th chapter of the book of Exodus. We want to read just 2-3 verses and tie it 
in to the message that we’re presenting concerning David and these giants. In verse 10 of 
Exodus 17 it says, “So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amalek.” 
Now, Moses was the leader. Moses had been given instructions by God for Joshua, the 
captain of the host of the army, to fight against Amalek, the Amalekites.  

“And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill,” where they could observe 
the battle. Moses was in a place of protection somewhat. 

“And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed.” Now, of 
course, that represents Moses lifting up his hand to God, raising his hand to God and God 
is demonstrating, this is an illustration God is using to show us the importance of 
leadership and the appointed leadership that God provides. You see, the battle was 
dependent upon God through Moses. Moses was holding up his hand; that represented the 
power of God in the battle and as long as Moses had his hands up towards God, the 
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Israelites prevailed in the battle and when Moses became weak and tired in body 
physically and he lowered his hands then, of course, the Amalekites prevailed in the 
battle.

In verse 12 it says, “But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a stone, and put it under 
him.” Now, here were two men that were with Moses. We find that Aaron and Hur were 
there with Moses and they took this stone and put it there for Moses to sit upon that he 
might rest his body, that they might support him and they took the stone and then “Aaron 
and Hur stayed up his hands.”They lifted up his arms; they held them up. “The one on the 
one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady until the going down 
of the sun.” And, of course, we know that Israel prevailed in the battle; God gave them 
victory but in the process, he gives us a message, he’s showing us something here. 

This is not just an insignificant event that took place in the Old Testament, this is to teach 
us and show us that the appointed leader of God is to be supported. He is to be 
encouraged and in his weaknesses he is to be supported by those who are strong. So, in 
the areas of weakness, we need people to come alongside and lift up the hands, if it were, 
of the servant of God. The Bible tells us to lift up the feeble hands. We are to support 
each other and, my friend, as people grow older in the work of the Lord, missionaries on 
the field, their bodies begin to decline. They need someone to come alongside, they need 
some helpers to be sent into the work. The pastor needs people to support him in the 
leadership that God has given him as he grows older in age and is not able to engage in 
some of the physical activities, he still is the spiritual leader and God would have him to 
be assisted. It’s a test of our faithfulness, is it not? In supporting the servants of God?

You see, they didn’t decide, “Well, Moses was old and weak. We’d better find another 
leader.” They supported the one that God had given them to do the work that God had 
appointed to be done and so must recognize that the enemy, Satan, looks for the weak 
places. He looks for the things where he can make an assault against the work of God and 
when he can attack the leader. When he can attack the leader, he can scatter the flock and 
that’s what always happens when the devil is successful in attacking the leader of a 
church, the pastor, then the flock will scatter. It will be diminished, the work will cease or 
be put down to a low scale and not accomplishing what it should be. So, we ought to be 
supporting one another in the work of the Lord.

The Bible says, “Pray ye the Lord of the harvest that he,” God, “would send forth 
labourers. The fields are white unto harvest but the workers are few.” My friend, we need 
people who will come alongside. We need people who will get involved. My friend, I ask 
you: are you involved in the Lord’s work? Do you belong to a Bible believing, Christ-
honoring church that is doing the work of the Lord? You know, there are a lot of so-
called churches that are not doing the Lord’s work. They are involved in the affairs of 
this world; they are involved in political and social issues; and they’re involved in things 
other than the work of God in the winning of the lost and the building up of the saints of 
God, preparing people for eternity. 
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So, you ought to be in the kind of a church that’s doing God’s work, God’s way, under 
spiritual leadership that God has provided. Then you ought to seek out a place that you 
can be of support. You see, Aaron and Hur recognized the need and they took care of that 
need; they lifted up the hands of Moses. Abiathar found out that David was weak and 
needed help and he girded him up by going out and attacking the one who was going to 
destroy David. So, these others then came alongside. In the remaining portion of chapter 
21, you’ll see that others came alongside and they killed all of the giants. David then was 
instructed that he would not go into battle again.

Notice this: it says here “And Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight 
of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight, he being girded with a 
new sword.” He had a new sword. Listen: the devil is always getting some new weapons 
and he thought to have slain David. That was his purpose but Abishai, he intervened and 
he killed the giant and “Then the men of David sware unto him, saying, Thou shalt go no 
more out with us to battle.” They say, “David, we’re not going to take you out into the 
danger zone. We need your leadership. God has appointed you as our king and we’re 
going to honor that and we’re going to support you. You stay back at the place appointed 
for your ruling and reigning and you look after the kingdom, you take care of things.”

Now, we know, of course, that David had a great failure as a result of this because David 
got his eyes off of the warfare and looked upon a woman and that was his undoing. But, 
nevertheless, we realize here that God was protecting his leader. God was making a way 
of escape, so to speak, from the enemy and these people responded to the need. Aaron 
and Hur held up the arms of Moses and here we find that Abishai took care of the enemy 
of David and God used David then, as a king to continue in the leadership that God 
desired and purposed until such time as God removed David from the scene and brought 
on someone else, Solomon his son, to take over the responsibilities. And so, we need to 
realize that the devil has new swords.

Listen friend, the devil is always trying to find some weakness in the work of God. He’ll 
attack the pastor; he’ll attack the deacons; he’ll attack the Sunday School superintendent 
or the teachers in the class; he’ll attack the song leader, the musician; he’ll stir up trouble 
in the choir. The devil has a way and we need to be faithful in following the leadership 
that God has given and the discernment that is necessary to meet the challenge. 

I ask you: are you active in the work? Are you supporting the servant of God? Are you 
doing the work that God would have you to? May God help you to.

I trust you’ll join us next time. Until then, our sincere prayer is that God would bless you 
and use you for his glory.

Page 4 of 4


	Holding Up Weary Arms

