
Morning Sermon December 15, 2019 

“Joy to the World” Psalm 98 
 

I. See in this Psalm, our secret source of superior joy: 
Jesus Christ – 

Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!  For He has done marvelous 
things; His right hand and His holy arm have gained Him the 
victory.  2 The LORD has made known His salvation; His 
righteousness He has revealed in the sight of the nations. 3 He has 
remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

1. The Right Hand, and the Holy Arm of the LORD, mentioned in 
Psalm 98:1 is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

2. The Salvation which the LORD has made known in the sight of 
the nations in Psalm 98:2 is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

A. Isaiah 53 teaches us this about Jesus – 
53 Who has believed our report?  Note there is a report we should  
believe!  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  Note  
this report is about the ARM of the LORD, meaning His Strength! 
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, 

And as a root out of dry ground. 
He has no form or comeliness; 
And when we see Him, 

There is no beauty that we should desire Him.  Note, Isaiah 53:2,  
says this Arm of the LORD is a HE, Who grows up out of dry  
ground, without form, comeliness or beauty …  This verse (Isaiah  
53:2) describes and prophesies Jesus’ humble earthly beginnings – 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn.  Luke 2:7 (NKJV) 
 

B. According to Adam Clarke, Mary in her own New Song (Luke 
1:46-55) applies this Psalm to the birth of Jesus – 

This Psalm is an evident prophecy of Christ’s coming to save the world; and 

what is here foretold by David is, in the Blessed Virgin’s Song, chanted forth 

as being accomplished. David is the Voice, and Mary is the Echo. 

1. David. “O sing unto the Lord a new song.” (The Voice.) 

Mary. “My soul doth magnify the Lord.” (The Echo.) 

2. David. “He hath done marvelous things.” (The Voice.) 

Mary. “He that is mighty hath done great things.” (The Echo.) 

3. David. “With his own right hand and holy arm hath he gotten himself 

the victory.” (The Voice.) 

Mary. “He hath showed strength with his arm, and scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts.” (The Echo.) 

4. David. “The Lord hath made known his salvation; his righteousness 

hath he openly showed,” &c. (The Voice.) 

Mary. “His mercy is on them that fear him, from generation to generation.” 

(The Echo.) 

5. David. “He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 

house of Israel.” (The Voice.) 

Mary. “He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy.” 

(The Echo.) 

These parallels are very striking; and it seems as if Mary had this Psalm in 

her eye when she composed her song of triumph. …(This Psalm is 

understood to be speaking) of the redemption of the world by Jesus Christ, 

and the proclamation of his gospel through all the nations of the earth: and 

taken in this view, no language can be too strong, nor poetic imagery too 

high, to point out the unsearchable riches of Christ.—Adam Clarke. 
 

C. His rejection and His subsequent death on the cross, for our 
salvation (redemption) are described in Isaiah 53, verse :3-6 
give us a sample of that – 

3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted  
with grief.  And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was  
despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs 
And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by 
God, and afflicted.  5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He 
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was 
upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.  6 All we like sheep have 
gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD 
has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  Isaiah 53:3-6 (NKJV) 

 

Jesus is the Right Hand, Holy Arm and Salvation of the LORD for us  
as His cross is God’s power for our salvation – 18 For the message of 

the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) 
 

3. Being saved, is a song worthy, a joy worthy situation, we were  
in a great pit, lost, destined for HELL because of our sins, and He the 
Arm of the LORD, pulled us up and out – 



2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And  
set my feet upon a rock, And established my steps. 3 He has put a new  
song in my mouth— Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And  
will trust in the LORD. Psalm 40:2–3 (NKJV) 

 

4. Oh, what a great work, “marvelous things” our salvation is, it  
is the work of God’s Right hand, and Holy Arm, while all the great 
multitude of stars are the mere work of His fingers – 3 When I consider 

Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which 

You have ordained, Psalm 8:3 (NKJV)  The work of our salvation took 
loving effort on God’s part:  He humbled Himself to become a man, 
and yet not only a man, but He became SIN for us - 21 For He made Him 

who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) 
 

5. Psalm 98:2-3 speak of this righteousness being revealed to 
both Jews and Gentiles and to all the earth – 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the 
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 
who believe. For there is no difference; Romans 3:21–22 (NKJV) 
 

This is what we sing a new song about, Joy to the World! 

 
II. See (or rather hear) in this Psalm the sweet sounds 

of superior joy; praise of Jesus Christ – 
1. A Psalm, a new song, is the song of the Redeemed! – 

A Psalm. 1 Oh, sing to the LORD a new song!  Psalm 98:1 
 
9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, 
And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to 
God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation, Revelation 5:9 (NKJV) 
 
3 They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four 
living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song 
except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from 
the earth. 4 These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for 
they are virgins. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He 
goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God 
and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are 
without fault before the throne of God.  Revelation 14:3–5 (NKJV) 

Put off oldness: ye know the new song.  A New Man, a New 

Testament, a new song.  A new song belongs not to men that are 

old.  None learn that but new men, renewed through grace from 

oldness, and belonging to the New Testament, which is the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Augustine 
 
 

2. A loud, spreading, shared song - 
4 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth;  Psalm 98:4 A Jews, Gentiles, 
everyone – see Revelation 5:9 above! 
 

3. Break forth in song (like a musical) Break forth in song,  
Psalm 98:4 B  but focusing on God - sing praises - … rejoice, and sing 

praises.  Psalm 98:4 C 
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Philippians 4:4 
(NKJV)  An earth quaking, prison shaking, chain breaking Joy – Acts 16 
 

4. Harp, soft, beautiful music – 
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, … Psalm 98:5 A 
 

5. Holy themes – 
With the harp and the sound of a psalm, Psalm 98:5 B 
 

6. Loud, powerful, energetic, triumphant sounds – 
6 With trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before the 
LORD, the King. Psalm 98:6 
 

7. A Joy so powerful, even the inanimate creation joins in - 
7 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell in  
it; 8 Let the rivers clap their hands; Let the hills be joyful together before  
the LORD, 9 For He is coming to judge the earth.  With righteousness He  
shall judge the world, And the peoples with equity.  Psalm 98:7-9 
 

The creation rejoices because the curse is reversed – 
“No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow  Far as the curse is found, Far  

as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found.”  

Isaac Watts   See also Romans 8:18-22  
 

8.  Judgment will be final / and Just – see Psalm 98:9 above↑ 

 


