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Isaiah 11: 1 & 2; “The Rod of Jesse, A Branch”, A Christmas Sermon Delivered 
 by Pastor Paul Rendall on December 19th, 2021, 

In the Morning Worship Service. 
 

Here in these verses we have a description of what Israel’s Messiah would be like when He came 
into the world.  He would be a Rod coming from the stem of Jesse.  This Rod is also described 
for us, here in verse 1, as being a Branch.  He would be a Branch which would grow out of Jesse’s 
roots.  The Rod is the word picture for a King’s scepter, His ability to rule.   The Branch is the 
word picture showing us not only this glorious Personage’s lineage from Jesse and David, but it 
shows us the kind of life that He would live to the glory of God.  And as the verses progress in 
this chapter, it also shows us what kind of Kingdom that He would come to bring; that it would 
branch out into all the world.   
       So, what Isaiah is showing us here, is the greatness and glory of this Person; God’s Messiah-
King, the Lord Jesus Christ.   He is telling us that in His Person He would have the greatest and 
the most Wonderful of Spiritual Qualities and Perfections.  And it is these that would qualify 
Him in every way, to be Israel’s Savior, and ours.  And so, I want to relate to you now, 3 Spiritual 
Qualities and Perfections which are found in Christ our King, so that you will glory in Him.  1st of 
all – That He would be from a humble and a lowly background.  2nd – That He would have the 
Holy Spirit resting upon Him.  3rd – That He would have the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might.   
The 1st of them would be – He would be from a humble and a lowly background. 
       Verse 1 says – “There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow 
out of his roots.”  Now, we must ask, why is this verse worded in this way?  Why is Jesse 
mentioned here, instead of king David?   Well, it is to show us something of the lowliness and 
obscurity of Christ’s birth.   Christ was not born in a king’s palace.  He was born of Joseph, a 
carpenter, and His wife Mary; everyone thinking that Jesus was supposedly Joseph’s son which 
He was not.  He was the Son of God.   But Joseph had the right lineage, if you will remember.  It 
is given for us in both Matthew and Luke.   
       In Matthew, it says in chapter 1, verse 5 – “Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed 
by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.”  So Jesse was the father of king 
David, and before his son David became king, we should note, he was not much of a public 
person at all.  He was from a somewhat lowly and obscure background, even though he had 
noble ancestors.  Indeed, He was a keeper of sheep.   And you will recall that when Samuel the 
prophet was told by God to go to Jesse’s house in order to choose who would be the next king, 
from among his sons, that Jesse made all of his older sons pass before Samuel.  But even though 
they were impressive young men physically, yet God had not chosen any of them to be His king.   
       The Lord was guiding Samuel in relation to His choice, and who Samuel should anoint.   And 
so it says in 1st Samuel 16, verse 10 – “Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel.”  
“And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.” “Are all the young men here?”  
“Then he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.”  “And 
Samuel said to Jesse, Send and bring him.”  “For we will not sit down till he comes here.”  “So he 
sent and brought him in .”  “Now he was ruddy, with bright eyes, and good-looking.”  “And the 
Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him, for this is the one!”   So, the Lord was very particular in His calling 
of David to be the next King, and the most famous of all kings, over Israel. 
       This was because, David was to be one of the greatest types of Christ in all of the history of 
Israel.  It was because God purposed that he was to be a king.  It was because of his humble 
circumstances, and because of being a keeper of sheep.  In all of these ways, David was a type of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Shepherd-King of Israel.  David was keeping his watch over these 
sheep when the Lord called him up to accept the challenge of the Philistine; to give him a man 
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from Israel who would fight with him, and this would determine whether Israel would serve 
them, or whether they would serve Israel.  David was the youngest son of Jesse and although he 
seemed the least likely to be a candidate to be the king of Israel; nevertheless, God chose him to 
be such.  And so David became the greatest of Israel’s kings because God worked in him 
mightily, filling him with His Spirit, to accomplish many mighty exploits.  It was God who gave 
him the ability and the strength and to win many mighty battles over the enemies of Israel, and 
fulfill the Lord’s purpose for the nation.   
       I am saying that this prophecy that we are looking at in Isaiah chapter 11, draws a parallel 
between David of old, and Christ whom He would send to be the Savior of the world.  David was 
chosen to be the future king of Israel because of king Saul’s failure to keep what the Lord 
commanded him, it says in 1st Samuel 13: 13.  It says there that Samuel said to Saul – “For now 
the Lord would have established your kingdom over Israel forever.”  “But now your kingdom 
shall not continue.”  “The Lord has sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the Lord 
has commanded him to be commander over His people….”  The same, we find is true of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  He was chosen by God to be our Savior and Lord because He would come from 
humble beginnings.   And He would be a Man after God’s own heart. 
       When we think about what happened to David’s successors as king, we find that there were 
some faithful men, and there were also some who were wicked and unfaithful.  But when the 
fullness of time had come, and God was going to send His only-begotten Son into the world, He 
who would be the Messiah-King of Israel and the Savior of the world.   And God would have Him 
born in lowliness and obscurity; in a stable in Bethlehem.   He would not have King Herod or the 
religious leaders of Israel come to visit Him there.  He would instead have Wise Men from the 
East come and bring their gifts.  And He would give the revelation of His birth to certain 
shepherds who were keeping their watch over their flocks at night.   
       No, the whole line of David, at the time when Jesus was born, was kind of like a tree cut 
down, by this time.   It was a thousand years after the time when king David reigned.  The Lord 
Jesus, although descended from David and royalty, would come into the world, being born in a 
stable.  And He would be laid in a manger in His swaddling cloths.  And no royal procession 
from Jerusalem would come to seek to find Him, and no dignitaries would visit Him except the 
Magi, the Kings from the East.  These men were probably from Babylon, and they had no doubt 
read the book of Daniel.   They read the 70 weeks prophecy, and they had come to believe in the 
Messiah.   They knew that the time had come, that the King of the Jews would be born.  And they 
came riding over  to worship Him.  
       So here we see the birth of a greater keeper of sheep, than David ever was.  And here we see 
the birth of a greater King than David ever was.  But we see a great resemblance to Jesse in his 
humble situation.  And Isaiah so points this out again, in chapter 54 of his prophecy, where he 
says  – “Who has believed our report?”  “And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”  
“For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground.”  “He has 
no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.”  
Our Lord Jesus, in this sense, greatly humbled Himself in his coming into this world.  What 
lowly beginnings among the cattle in the stable.  The King of glory has come to earth to be born, 
not in a palace, but in a stable.   
       And why did all of this take place in just this way?  It was in order that sinners like you and 
me might be saved.  And yet, it says here in verse 1, that there shall come forth a Rod from the 
stem of Jesse.  Jesse’s stem is slender and weak, but out these most unlikely of origins, the great 
King of glory and of grace would come forth as a King at His birth.  The Lord Jesus was born a 
King.  He was born to raise the weak and tender and sinful sons of earth.  Born to give them 2nd 
birth.  Born to rule over them in righteousness.  Born to rule over the nations with both a Rod of 
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Iron, and a Scepter of Peace.  Let me now give you more particular descriptions of His glorious 
perfections.   
2nd – The Messiah, King Jesus, would have the Spirit of the Lord resting upon Him. 
        Verse 2a – “The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him.”  Now, we should understand from 
this phrase, that Isaiah is speaking of the Holy Spirit’s continually being with and upon Christ’s  
human nature.   From the moment that the Spirit began to form Him in the womb of Mary until 
the time when Christ ascended into heaven, to sit at the right hand of the Majesty on high, He 
was strongly and powerfully working with, and in, our Lord Jesus.  The Spirit helped Him, as a 
Man, to be satisfied with doing the will of God, and doing what was right, loving God and His 
purpose for Him, and what God would give to Him during that time, so that the Devil could not 
overcome Him.   
       You see that shortly after this, that when Jesus came to Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up, it is related in chapter 4, verse 16, that “As His custom was, He went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath Day, and stood up to read.” “And He was handed the book of the 
prophet Isaiah.”  “And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord.”  It was the Holy Spirit was anointed Jesus and gave Him the power, humanly 
speaking to do all of these great things on behalf of sinful men. 
       And when the Lord Jesus went to the cross on our behalf, was the Spirit there resting upon 
Him?  O yes, He was!  For it says in Hebrews chapter 9, verse 14, it says that Christ, through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God.   He did this so that He could cleanse your 
conscience from dead works, to serve the living God.  If this be the case, dear brothers and 
sisters, if this was the case with the Lord Jesus, who is the Author and Perfecter of our faith, that 
He needed the Holy Spirit to help Him in every way, to accomplish our redemption, then will 
you not see your own need for more of the Spirit’s working and power to fulfill the purpose 
which God has for your own life; so that you might glorify Him, and overcome the Devil, and be 
satisfied to do His will and keep His commandments at every point?  It was one of Christ’s 
perfections that the Spirit rested upon Him.  May He rest upon us as well.     
3rd – It was one of Christ’s perfections that He would have the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might.   
       I believe that this is being said in relation to Holy Spirit’s giving to the human spirit of the 
Lord Jesus, the Spirit of counsel and might.  Jesus did have the most excellent and upright spirit 
in Him.  But He was also given the Holy Spirit without measure as it say in John 3, verse 34.  
“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God does not give the Spirit by 
measure.”   This absolute fullness of the Spirit was given to Him in order to know how to instruct 
every believer spiritually, concerning how they could be righteous and holy in God’s sight, how 
they could come to know God and please God only by faith in Him.  He would further, and more 
specifically, instruct His apostles and disciples concerning every truth that God would have them 
to receive and understand which would be for their eternal good and the furtherance of His 
Kingdom and His glory in their lives and in the Church which He would build.   
       We have an example of this counsel of wisdom and understand, counsel and might, given to 
us in Psalm 45, verses 1-7.  “My heart overflows with a good theme: I recite my composition 
concerning the King; My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”  “You are fairer than the sons of 
men; grace is poured upon your lips; therefore God has blessed You forever.”  “Gird Your sword 
upon Your thigh, O Mighty One, with your glory and Your majesty.”  “And in Your majesty ride 
prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness; and Your right hand shall teach You 
awesome things.”  “Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King’s enemies; the peoples fall 
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under You.”  “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of 
Your kingdom.”  “You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore, God, Your God, has 
anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”   
       So, this is a composition of the sons of Korah, but it is not written concerning king David, 
but about the Messiah, King Jesus.  He is the One who is fairer than the sons of men, more 
glorious in all of His perfections as a Man.  He is the One who had grace poured upon His lips, so 
that never a man spoke as He spoke.  He is the One who God has blessed forever with the 
fullness of the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel and might.  And so the picture here 
in verse 4 is that of Christ riding on a white horse, conquering and to conquer in men’s hearts.  
He will do so prosperously because of the Spirit’s full help to Him.  He would declare the truth, 
humbly and yet forthrightly, as representing His Father, His God.  And He would fulfill all the 
righteousness of the law, so that in our preaching His gospel, people will be saved.  
       The scepter of righteousness is the scepter of His kingdom.  All that He did in His earthly 
ministry was His fulfillment in bodily form, of God’s holy law.  Every commandment was kept of 
love to God and love to men, and kept in that perfect way which glorified God and His law 
exceedingly.  This was because He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness.  And so God, His 
God, it says in verse 7, has anointed Him, Christ the Man, His Son, with the oil of gladness more 
than all of His companions; those whom He came to save.   
       Actually, it was at that very time of Christ’s Ascension that He, the Holy Spirit changed 
positions with Him.  (I say this for our understanding, not because God the Son and God the 
Spirit are localized to any geographic position.)   But Christ entered heaven to begin His Session 
and His Intercession, while the Holy Spirit was sent by the Father and the Son to Christ’s 
Church, to form them into His spiritual Body.  But in this work of the Spirit during Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, He was always resting upon Him.  The Holy Spirit’s first great work in relation to 
Christ the Messiah, was to make Him.  Once He formed Him in Mary’s Womb, He rested upon 
Him  Let us understand that it is not as though the Divine Son and the Holy Spirit as 2 of the 3 
Persons of the Holy Trinity have ever been separate from each other.  No, they mutually indwell 
each other, they always have and they forever will do so.  They are of one Substance and Essence 
in their Being.   
       But we are thinking here now, in these verses, about the human nature of Christ, not the 
Divine.   It was the Holy Spirit who formed the human nature of Christ in the womb of Mary.    
In Matthew 1: 18, it says – ‘After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit.”  “Then Joseph her husband, being a just 
man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.”  “But 
while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”   So the Lord in Joseph’s dream convinced him of the 
purity the Holy Spirit’s work in Mary; that this was not due to her unfaithfulness but it was due 
alone to His own great faithfulness.     
       In other words, the forming of the body and human nature, the soul and spirit of Jesus, and 
then in joining together the human nature with the Divine into one blessed Person, this was all 
the pure and wondrous work of the Holy Spirit.  And what a wonderfully great work it was!  It 
was greater than any thing else that God had ever created.  He joined the human with the 
Divine.  In Luke chapter 1, verse 34, Mary said to the angel who told her of these glad tidings – 
“How can this be, since I do not know a man?”  “And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, 
also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.”   
        The Holy Spirit joined God the Son with the flesh and substance of a Man; body, soul, and 
spirit.  And the result was Jesus the Son of God and Son of Man.  The Holy Spirit sanctified the 
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human nature of Christ, and anointed Him with Himself, and all of His graces.  Listen to 
Thomas Goodwin on this.  He says – “The graces of Christ as a Man are all attributed to Holy 
Spirit as the immediate author of them.  Even though the Son of God dwelt personally in the 
human nature, and so advanced that nature above the ordinary rank of creatures, and raised it 
up to that dignity and worth, yet all His habitual graces, which even His soul was said to be full 
of, were from the Holy Spirit.”  “The Holy Spirit is therefore said to be given to Him without 
measure.” (Vol. 6, P. 50, The Work of the Holy Spirit in our Salvation) 
        Since this was the case, when the Lord Jesus was to begin His public ministry, John saw 
Him coming toward him, and he said – “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world!”  “This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He 
was before me.”  “I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came 
baptizing with water.”  “And John bore witness, saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending, and 
remaining upon Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  “And I have seen and 
testified that this is the Son of God.”  And so we see here, this was the Spirit resting upon Jesus, 
remaining upon and with Jesus.  He was resting upon Him, and blessing Him with all of the 
excellent working of His own Presence and Power in the human nature of Jesus. 
       And so, I want you to see that there was this glorious Communion that takes place between 
Christ the Holy Spirit.  It took place in all of the most difficult situations, in Christ’s fulfilling all 
righteousness on our behalf.  In the 4th chapter of the gospel of Luke, verse 1, it says, “Then 
Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil.”  The Spirit never left Him once from 
the time of His baptism, or all during that time of temptation.  He was working the mind and 
heart of Jesus giving Him wisdom and help as a Man to think exactly of what He ought to say 
and to do in response to those temptations of the Devil to act independently of the will of God, in 
any respect.    
       The Holy Spirit established Christ in His steadfast communion with Himself and with the 
Father all during that time, helping Him not to partake of any food for 40 days and 40 nights, 
and in His overcoming the Devil there, on our behalf.  Is it not good to think about in closing, 
that the anointing with the Holy Spirit that was given to Christ, refreshed Him and made Him 
glad in all of His labors to obtain redemption for you, dear believer?  May your heart be made 
glad at this Christmas season, that all of your springs of joy will found in trusting in, and looking 
to, such a Wonderful Savior for His help and blessing, in your knowing God and walking with 
Him.          

 
 


