
Confusion and Clarity at Christmas

What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law:
for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 

Romans 7:7

REVIEW

This verse reveals the confusion that results when unsanctified human hearts try to figure out important  
issues.  Paul anticipates people surmising that, based on what he has just written, the law of God must 
be sin!  Paul's answer: GOD FORBID!  Such a conclusion would be 180 degrees out of sync.  It could 
not be more wrong!  We will investigate the theology in a minute.  But first let's see the relevance.  Is 
not confusion a part of our world today and especially in this season?

I. A Definition of “Confusion”

     A. To confuse literally means to pour or throw together.  Hence it connotes an incongruent mixture
          of several things, disorder, and irregularity.  

     B. Synonyms: tumult, confoundment, bafflement, perplexity, puzzlement.

     C. Illustration: chaos at the Tower of Babel in Gen. 11:9.  

II. In Our World: Confusion about Christmas

     A. For starters we have uncertainties about the name itself, dates, some symbols, some traditions, ...

     B. There's confusion in public institutions.  Example: public schools.  May they ...

1. Refer to “Christmas” and have a “Christmas party” or only call this a “holiday”?

2. Display Christmas decorations?

3. Include religious Christmas music, art, and drama?

4. Give gifts with religious messages?

5. Allow students to express their faith in classroom assignments?

6. Permit teachers to discuss the topic in the classroom and if so in what capacity?

     C. There's confusion in the market place.  Is it a big deal to have ...

1. A red “holiday” coffee cup vs. a “Christmas” coffee cup?

2. Cashiers say “Happy holidays” vs. “Merry Christmas”?

3. American consumers spend $465 billion on Christmas in 2015?

     D. Then there's the music.

1. Everyone cashes in on Christmas songs.  There are albums by the Eagles, Beach Boys,  
    Jackson 5, Willie Nelson, Elton John, Britney Spears, Lady Gaga, Justin Bieber ….



2. Secular “Christmas” songs fill the air.  See how familiar we are with the favorites:

     19. Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas 9. Silver Bells

     18. You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch 8. It's Beginning to Look a Lot ...

     17. All I Want for Christmas 7. I Want a Hippopotamus for Chr.

     16. Baby It's Cold Outside 6. It's the Most Wonderful Time of ...

     15. Santa Claus Is Coming to Town 5. Santa Baby

     14. Jingle Bells 4. Let It Snow, Let It Snow, Let It ...

     13. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 3. Rockin' around the Christmas Tree

     12. I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus 2. I'll Be Home for Christmas

     11. Winter Wonderland 1. White Christmas

     10. Frosty the Snowman

3. Oh, the confusion: Things poured together into a vexing muddled mixture!  Bafflement, 
    bamboozlement, befuddlement, bewilderedness, discombobulation.

II. In Our World: Confusion in the Capitol

     A. Creation, birth, gender, marriage, heritage, work, war, patriotism, climate ….

1. Creation – it's cause for mockery to believe literally the first verse of the Bible.

2. Birth – our President is not appalled at abortion, selling body parts, or infanticide.

3. Gender – can we no longer agree that boys are boys and girls are girls?

4. Marriage – can we not even count on it being between a man and a woman?

5. Heritage – something's wrong when our own President's rendition of it sticks in our craw.  

6. Work – honest, hard workers getting ahead: guilty; non-working able people: reward!

7. War – is this how you fight a war to win?

8. Patriotism – must we have a leader who seems to put the blame on us?

9. Climate – do our leaders really believe this poses a greater threat than terrorism?

Oh, friends.  We live in a time of great and deep confusion, an incongruent mixture of contradictory 
ideas.  There's no reliable, consistent, singular, heaven-sent reference point by which truth is known 
and applied.  This is people doing what is right in their own eyes.  It is chaos.  It is absurdity.

     B. Here are 3 cardinal sins in our liberal leadership today:

1. They deny the authority of the Word of God.

2. They deny the sin nature of man.

3. They deny the singular power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.



III. Profitable Instruction from Our Text 

     A. Paul anticipates man interpreting what he said to be running down the Law.  The charges:

     1. It is insufficient to sanctify us.

     2. It increases sinfulness, stirring up passions and making people worse.

     B. But both those assertions are true!

     1. Attempts to keep the Law will cleanse no one: “Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I  
    am pure from my sin?” (Prov. 20:9)

     2. The law does stir up passions, for, as odd as it is, to the carnal nature what is forbidden seems 
    especially desirable.  It's called “the forbidden fruit.”

3. Paul does not disparage the Law by admitting these realities of what the Law was never  
    designed to do.  The Law doesn't do everything man desires or imagines it to do, any more  
    than does a Swiss army knife.  

4. Paul clarifies what the Law IS designed to do and that it does it wonderfully well!!

     C. See our text: “I had not known sin, but by the law.”  From this we learn:

          1. The Law dispels confusion.  

      a. It's not that Paul had no idea that dissatisfaction with his lot and inordinate longing for
         another's lot was wrong.  He could explain the Law in a textbook fashion with the best.  

     b. But by the Holy Spirit a fuller and deeper type of knowledge came.  Paul sees this is  
         sinful, and that too . . . any dissatisfaction with God's provision, any resentment of others'  
         good fortune, hence any murmuring or disputing, etc. – all is sin.

     2. The Law brings personalization.  

     a. Again, Paul did not need to learn the existence of sinful inclinations, but he did need to 
        learn their dreadful nature and desperate power in his own life.

     b. John Gill: “By 'lust' is meant the inward motions of sin in the heart, any and every desire  
         of the mind after it; not only studied and concerted schemes, how to bring about and  
         compass an evil action; but every loose vagrant thought of sin, and inclination to it; yea,  
         every imagination of the thought of the heart, before the imagination is well formed into a 
         thought; and not only a dallying with sin in the mind, dwelling upon it with pleasure in  
         thought, but even such sudden motions and starts of the mind to sin, to which we give no  
         assent; such as are involuntary, yea, contrary to the will, being 'the evil we would not.'"

     c. Paul could see his heart as “a cage of every unclean and hateful bird” (Rev. 18:2), for the 
         more prohibitions from the Law he learned, the more his flames of rebellion were fanned.

     d. He could cry as Isaiah, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips,  
         and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” (Isa. 6:5)

      e. “There is nothing about which the natural man is more blind than about original corruption, 
 concerning which the understanding is altogether in the dark till the Spirit by the law  
           reveal it, and make it known.”  – Matthew Henry



DISCUSSION

1. Our topic is that the Law brings clarity that dispels confusion.  Do you see our world as confused?  
    Name 10 deceptions in this age, and with each tell how the Scriptures bring clarity.

2. Paul says he would not have know sin but by the Law.  Is that your testimony too?  Explain.


