
Our Identity Crisis -- Agony to Ecstasy 
It is not what you go through -- it is how you go through it or it ain’t about us -- It’s about Him 

(November 17, 2019)  (Romans 8:28-30;  various ) 
 
 

Going backward:   You belong to God — you are not your own:   1 Corinthians 6:19-20 KJV   What? 
know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of God, 
and ye are not your own? (20) For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
and in your spirit, which are God's. 

God and God’s authority: 
● He is God and we are His:   Psalm 100:1-5 KJV   Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

(2) Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. (3) Know ye that the 
LORD he [is] God: [it is] he [that] hath made us, and not we ourselves; [we are] his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. (4) Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, [and] into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him, [and] bless his name. (5) For the LORD [is] good; his mercy 
[is] everlasting; and his truth [endureth] to all generations. 

● One day He will show us that He is boss:   1 Timothy 6:15 KJV   Which in his times he shall shew, 
[who is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
● Potentate:  A person who possesses great power or sway; a prince; a sovereign; an 

emperor, king or monarch. 
● God is sovereign:  A supreme lord or ruler; one who possesses the highest authority without 

control. Note:  Authority without control -- God sets the authority and the Holy Spirit leads us; 
God sets the plan and the Holy Spirit gives us the understanding of the plan 

Discipline of man -- Jesus: 
● 1 Corinthians 15:28 KJV  And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also 

himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 
● John 6:38 KJV  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that 

sent me.  
● John 5:30 KJV   I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; 

because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  

Discipline of man -- believers:  
● First, follow the teachings of Jesus -- He came down from, so did we 
● We are a servant to someone:   Romans 6:16 KJV   Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 

yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness? 

● Believers are to be servants to righteousness:   Romans 6:18 KJV   Being then made free from 
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.  

● Believers are to be servants to God:   Romans 6:22 KJV   But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
● Servant is subject to:  In subjection to a higher authority;  The subject of a king (Potentate) 

Our identity: 
● Scripture tells us who we are:   Romans 8:16 KJV   (the children of God);   1 John 3:1 KJV   (the 

sons of God);   1 John 3:7 KJV    (Little children)  
● The Son/sons needs direction from the Father:    John 5:19 KJV   Then answered Jesus and said 

unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth 
the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 

 



God’s purpose and plan will be accomplished:   Proverbs 16:9 KJV   A man’s heart deviseth his 
way: But the LORD directeth his steps. -- Proverbs 19:21 KJV   There are many devices in a man’s 
heart; Nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 

●  Romans 9:18-21 KJV   Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will [have mercy], and whom he 
will he hardeneth.  

But, we question God’s method:   Romans 9:19-21 KJV   Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth 
he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? (20) Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed [it], Why hast thou made me thus? (21) 
Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and 
another unto dishonour? 

So, if we can do nothing -- who can help:  
● The helper:   Romans 7:24-25 KJV   O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the 

body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself 
serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  

● The instruction about our walk:   Romans 8:1 KJV   There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

● God’s dedication request -- the stipulation and reward:   Romans 8:17 KJV   And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we 
may be also glorified together. 
● Suffer defined:  Pain of body or grief of mind -- as Jesus taught John 15:13 KJV   Greater love 

hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  
● A look into the future -- glorification time:   Romans 8:18-25 KJV  groaning of creation, the 

created and the Spirit wait for redemption/hope 
● Romans 8:26-27 KJV   Holy Spirit helps because we are children subject to the “will of God” 

The purpose with a plan:   Romans 8:28-30 KJV    And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. (29) For whom 
he did foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the firstborn among many brethren. (30) Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

● The method:  “all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to [his] purpose” 

● The purpose (after salvation):  “[to be] conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brethren” 

● The five step plan:  
● He did foreknow the called people:  "those whom he foreknew," not "that which"  

● Foreknow defined:  To have previous knowledge of; to foresee. 

● Subject is people -- who they are not what they are -- before the foundation of the 

world 

● He did predestinate with a plan:  This is our predestinated call “to be conformed to the 
image of the Son” after “believe” -- this is about being holy (wholly) (see Proverbs  above) 
● Predestinated plan of 1 John 3:2 that “we shall be like him” and that there be “many” 

● He also called us:  The Holy Spirit begins to draw us as  John 6:44 KJV   No man can come to 
me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
● Guided by the Holy Spirit:   John 16:13-14 KJV   Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is 

come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. (14) He shall 
glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you. 



● Note:  Romans 3:11 KJV   There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. 

● He also justified us:  “Just as if I had never sinned” -- the work of the Holy Spirit through 
Jesus on the cross and in the resurrection -- the “no condemnation of Romans 8:1 
● Romans 8:11 KJV   But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in 

you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his 
Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

● He also glorified us with Him:  
● Jesus identifies the power of the Holy Spirit:   John 16:14-15 KJV   He shall glorify me: 

for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you. (15) All things that the Father 
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you. 

● Jesus prayed for oneness with purpose:   John 17:21 KJV   That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. 

● The “sufferings” (Romans 8:18) reward looked for:   Titus 2:13 KJV   Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 
● At the Second Coming -- Previously studied “Marriage - God’s Perfect Plan and 

Purpose”: 
● Step 18:   The unveiled bride and the bridegroom are presented to the friends 

for the marriage supper (Matthew 22:1-4; Matthew 25:1-10; Revelation 19:9) 
● Step 19:   The couple are celebrated as a king and queen (Revelation 19:16) 
● Step 20:   The couple depart to their new home:   Revelation 21:1-2   And I saw a 

new heaven and a new earth: . . . . . the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  (Add: 
Revelation 21:9-10  describes the great city, Jerusalem as our home) 

● We are with Him before the whole world:   Revelation 19:11-14 KJV   And I saw 
heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. (12) His eyes 
[were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself. (13) And he [was] clothed with a vesture 
dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. (14) And the armies 
[which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. 

 

 

 


