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Ezekiel Part 35 (Ezekiel 27-28) 
 
 
1.   28:1 Rulers are responsible for the character of their kingdom.  
 
2.   In the case of Tyre the arrogance of the nation was a reflection of the personal pride of the ruler.  
 
3.   28:2 Tyre’s ruler was guilty of the same sins of pride and self-aggrandizement as the people.  
 
4.   The king’s pride was “of your heart,” self-willed. The word “heart” refers to the mind or will. It 

was the pride of self-will that prompted the king’s conclusion, “I am a god” (v. 2).  
 
5.   The last part of the verse gives a small portrait of this process. “You think you are as wise as a 

god” is literally, “You have given your heart [will] as the heart [will] of a god.”  
 
6.   The decision to recognize himself as a god was determined by his own intellect and self-will. 
 
7.   The king’s conclusion about his status was immediately and strongly controverted, “But you are 

a man and not a god.” He never was nor could he be anything but “man.” 
 
8.   28:3 Two rhetorical questions follow, both of which presuppose a negative answer. The king 

was not wiser than Daniel, nor did he possess all knowledge (v. 3).  
 
9.   28:4–5 The king of Tyre did possess wisdom, but it was wisdom related to making money.  
 
10. He was doubtless a skilled trader, merchant, and businessman. But because of his material 

success he had grown proud and self-sufficient (vv. 4–5).  
 
11. God warned Israel in the wilderness about such arrogant self-sufficiency.  

(Deuteronomy 8:17–18)  
 
12. That warning was also appropriate to Tyre. 
 
13. 28:6–8 The last line from v. 2 also begins v. 6. “Because you think you are wise, as wise as a god” 

also here is literally, “Because you have given your heart [will] as the heart [will] of a god.”  
 
14. Because of the ruler’s arrogance, judgment would come upon the kingdom as well as its king. 

God said, “I am going to bring foreigners against you” (v. 7).  
 
15. The “foreigners” who would come against Tyre refers to Nebuchadnezzar and his army (26:7).  
 
16. God promised that these soldiers, noted for ruthlessness, would destroy the city and bring its 

ruler down to the “pit” (v. 8). 
 
17. 28:9–10 Another question follows in v. 9.  
 



18. When the king of Tyre had come to “ruin,” the ridiculousness of his divine claims would be clear 
even to him.  

 
19. In fact, the king would die like the “uncircumcised” (v. 10), a statement of contempt used for 

someone whose body was treated with disrespect and left unburied.  
 

20. Ungodly nations are led by ungodly rulers. These self-styled, wise-in-their-own-eyes leaders 
promise much but can provide nothing of eternal value. 

 
21. 28:11–19 The statement “you were in Eden, the garden of God” (v. 13) must mean that the king 

of Tyre is being compared to someone who was in the garden of Eden.  
 
22. The verses describe someone in an exalted position who was favored by God but who became 

corrupt and lost that position. 
 
23. Especially significant is that the one addressed was “anointed” (v. 14) and “ordained” as “a 

guardian cherub” by the God who was speaking through Ezekiel (v. 14) and that he previously 
dwelt not on the earth (v. 17) but “on the holy mount of God” and “walked among the fiery 
stones” (v. 14).  

 
24. So – who was the person whose character was like the king of Tyre that fulfilled the elements of 

vv. 12–17?  
 
25. The serpent was known for his craftiness (Gen 3:1), his deceit, and his anti-God attitude (3:4), 

leading humanity to sin (3:6–7).  
 
26. Elsewhere he is presented as a deceiver (Rev 12:9; 20:2), an instigator of evil, one who seeks 

worship as a god (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4), and one who seeks to get others to renounce God (Job 
2:4–5).  

 
27. He appears as an angel of God (2 Cor 11:14) and as the father of lies and violence (John 8:44), 

distorts Scripture (Matt 4:6), opposes believers (2 Cor 2:11), and finally is judged (Matt 25:41; 
Rev 19:20–21; 20:13–15).  

 
28. Ezekiel began with a funeral lament for the city of Tyre (27:1–36), calling attention to its 

materialism, pride, and self-sufficiency. He then moved to a discussion of the king of Tyre 
presenting his arrogance and self-will (28:1–19).  

 
29. Ezekiel presented the king of Tyre as an evil tyrant who was animated and motivated by a more 

sinister, unseen tyrant, Satan. 
 
30. The real motivating force behind the king of Tyre was the adversary, Satan, who opposed God 

and His people from the beginning (28:6–19). 
 
31. 28:20–24 Sidon was a Phoenician city. to Tyre.  
 
32. Ahab sought to strengthen his reign over the Northern Kingdom and took Jezebel, daughter of 

Ethbaal, king of Sidon, for his wife (1 Kgs 16:31–34).  



 
33. This move proved unwise because Jezebel reinstituted Baal worship in Israel and hastened the 

fall of the Northern Kingdom by contributing to its moral and spiritual decay. 
 
34. While v. 24 applied to Sidon and Tyre, it also applied to the larger context of the judgment 

messages.  
 
The summary statement applied to all the nations beyond Israel-Judah that have been considered 
thus far. 
 
28:25–26 These two verses add to the summary statement of v. 24.  
 
They plant the seed of hope of restoration for Israel that germinates, grows, and blossoms. 
 (Ezekiel 33:1–39:29)  
 
These verses anticipate the day when Israel will be regathered and restored (v. 25).  
 
The nation will dwell in safety and again enjoy divine protection (v. 26).  
 
“Build houses” and “plant vineyards” are operations that only were undertaken in a time of security.  
 
Those fellow travelers who either endorsed or condoned the rule of the ungodly also would be 
judged (28:20–26). 
 
 
 
 


