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Psalm 16 is a beautiful prayer of meditation written by King David. It is a summary of 
the Lord's blessings to the Psalmist, and do you know what? It's a summary to those 
blessings to us as well too. It's the Psalmist's portion of life in the Lord and as Christ as 
the Deliverer in death. Do you realize that tonight? Even beyond the grave, Christ is with 
the believer.

I want to start reading tonight in verse 5 of the 16th Psalm and I want to read down to 
verse 11. Psalm 16:5,

5 The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou 
maintainest my lot. 6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I
have a goodly heritage. 7 I will bless the LORD, who hath given me 
counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons. 8 I have set the 
LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved. 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh 
also shall rest in hope. 10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 11 Thou wilt shew me 
the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore. 

These verses show us many many things tonight and I believe what the Psalmist is trying 
to show us here, now you need to understand something about this Psalm now, this Psalm
has a prophetic fulfillment in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ but this Psalm will be 
fulfilled in every single one of the born-again believers in Christ. 

That verse down there where it says, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell," that's 
speaking of the grave. That's not speaking of the place of torment. That word "hell" is 
speaking of the grave, "neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption." That's 
exactly, the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled that exactly when he paid our price and he went 
and he was buried in the cold, borrowed tomb and he rose again. 

Now you say, "Brother Doug, what does that have to do with the believer in Christ?" He 
is the firstfruits of the resurrection and all of those in him will repeat that process which 
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he did through and by that same Spirit that rose Christ from the dead. This text right here 
shows us that the Psalmist is very confident in his blessings in life in the Lord, but also 
through delivery in death. The Lord is gonna deliver us even through death. The Apostle 
Paul said, he said being confident, confident, he said of this very thing, "he that which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Now that's 
either gonna be the day that we depart or the day that the Lord comes back in his rapture. 
Either way, if the good Lord tarries, there will be some of us in here that may not see 
death, do you realize that? There may be some of us in here that may not see death at all. 
You say, "Well, I don't understand, Brother Doug." We may see the translation of the 
church before death comes, but those that do see death prior to the good Lord tarrying, 
prior to the good Lord coming back, they have that assurance, they have that assurance 
beyond the grave that Christ even delivers through death.

The Apostle Paul goes on to say, "Even as it is meat for me to think this of all you 
because I have you in my heart as in as so much as both my bonds and in the defense and 
confirmation of the Gospel, ye are all partakers of my grace." But now listen to this, "for 
God is my record how greatly I long after you in all in the vows of Jesus Christ and this I 
pray that your love may abound yet more in knowledge and in all judgment." Now Paul's 
writing this to the church at Philippi and what he's saying here is he's saying, "You've got 
the Gospel of my grace, you've got what I've given to you, through all of your suffering, 
through all of your tribulations, through all of your perils, through everything that you're 
going through, that love may abound yet more in knowledge and in all judgment that you 
may approve all things that are excellent, that ye may be sincere without offense until the 
day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ up to 
the glory and the praise of God." That right there, my friends, is the peace and the joy and
the hope and the assurance that someone in Christ has.

Psalm 16:5-6, I want to show you three things tonight. 

5 The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou 
maintainest my lot. 6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I
have a goodly heritage. 

These lines use Old Testament metaphors to describe right here what we have through 
and by the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice how it's spelled there, capital L-O-R-D? That's 
speaking of Christ. That's speaking of Jehovah Tsidkenu. That's speaking of the great "I 
am." That's speaking of the same one that walked on the water. That's speaking of the 
same one who said, "Let there be light," who formed man from the dust of the earth, who 
breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul. 

He is our portion of our inheritance. Think of that. Everything that he's got, we've got. 
Jesus Christ, "Look, all of this is mine." Do you realize tonight that the earth is his 
footstool? He owns it. Now I don't want you to think I'm trying to sound like one of those
television evangelists and all this name it, claim it message and all this prosperity Gospel,
but if my Lord owns this earth, come on now, and I'm an heir of God and a joint heir of 
Christ, this earth is not my home but do you know what? I own it too, amen? I own it too.
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The same power that the Lord Jesus Christ has, he's given unto you tonight. He is the 
portion of your inheritance. It's not about wealth tonight. It's not about money. It's not 
about knowledge. It's not about what kind of car you drive or what kind of house you live
in, bless God, it's about the portion of our inheritance which is the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus is our portion. Verse 5 and 6 clearly show him as Lord, as Lord. He is Savior, yes. 
He is Redeemer, yes. He is the sacrifice. He is the Lamb. He is the propitiation. He is the 
atonement. But I'm telling you what tonight, unless you've made him Lord, unless he has 
been Lord of your life first, none of those other things apply. None of those other things 
apply. He has to be Lord or your life and he has to literally control you and take over and 
then he will be your portion of inheritance and everything he's got, you've got. 
Everything he can lay claim to, you can lay claim to.

You say, "Brother Doug, I don't believe that." Well, justification is by faith. It's not by 
works, amen? He did the work. He finished it. As a matter of fact, that's exactly what he 
said on the cross, he said, "It is finished!" You do the word study, what does that mean? 
"What does it mean, preacher?" I'll tell you what it means, it means paid in full. You 
cannot add to the finished work of God.

Paul said in Ephesians 2:8-9-10. Thank you, Helen. Every time I quote that now, well, 
thank you, John and Helen. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." Right here, 
right here in verse 10, you can tell if you've got the portion of the inheritance or not. Do 
you know why? Right here in verse 10 it tells you. If 8 and 9 has happened, then verse 10
will happen. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." That right there, if you're 
fulfilling verse 10, you can rest assured that 8 and 9 have occurred. If your faith is in him,
if you're justified by faith through and by his grace and you know that tonight and you're 
fulfilling Ephesians 2:10, then you can rest assured he is the portion of your inheritance.

Paul goes on to say in Romans 8:14-18, he said, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to 
fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." Right here, 
right here is the portion of your inheritance, Romans 8:17, "And if children," how do you 
know if you're a child of God? Are you living Ephesians 2:10? If you're living Ephesians 
2:10, then you know 2:8 and 9 has occurred and you are made a partaker of the portion of
his inheritance through and by Romans 8:17, "if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ." "What does that mean, preacher?" That means, what? He owns, I 
own. What he has, I have. I am blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places, just
like Paul said in Ephesians 1, because Christ is our portion.

But secondly, let's look at verse 7, 8 and 9. Kind of covered this Sunday morning a little 
bit, just a little bit on this one right here Sunday morning. Isn't it amazing how it seems 
like the whole, talk about spider webs, Leona, through the whole Bible is a big spider 
web, you know it? It's all linked together. Every bit of it is linked together. It's like a 
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spider web, one passage connects to another passage, one verse will take you to another 
verse, and it's all linked together. There's not one passage that stands alone. It'll always 
link to something else.

Let's read verse 7, 8 and 9 and I'm gonna show you the second point. It says,

7 I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also 
instruct me in the night seasons. 8 I have set the LORD always before me: 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Remember that, I shall not be moved. Remember that, we're gonna come back to that.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall 
rest in hope. 

Alright, the first thing I wanted to show you in verse 5 and 6 was Jesus Christ is the 
portion, but do you know what the second point here in verse 7, 8 and 9, mainly in verse 
8 where it says, "I shall not be moved," Christ Jesus is the planting. He's the one that does
the planting. 

You say, "Brother Doug, what are you talking about?" Exactly what I read Sunday 
morning. Remember what I read Sunday morning in Psalm 1? What did it say? "Blessed 
is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." Do you remember what I told you what Isaiah 
the prophet wrote in Isaiah 61:1-3? This is what Isaiah said, he said, "The Spirit of the 
Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto 
the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that 
mourn; To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD." What did the Psalmist say 
here? He said, "I shall not be moved," because Christ Jesus is our portion but he's also the
one that does the planting. He is the author and the finisher of our faith. He didn't say, 
"I'm gonna save you and take you part of the way," glory to God, he said, "But I'm gonna 
save you and take you all the way to glory according to the good pleasure of his will."

Boy, I tell you what, church, I'm glad tonight that it's not up to me, amen? I'm glad that I 
cannot keep myself, praise God. I'm glad that I have to fully trust in the Good Shepherd. 
I'm glad that I had to go through the door. I'm glad that the porter watches over me. I'm 
glad that Jesus Christ said, "I'll never leave you, I'll never forsake you, but I'll go with 
you always even unto the end of the world." I'm glad I'm just a poor dumb sheep that 
needs a shepherd and he is the Good Shepherd. He is the portion of mine inheritance and 

Page 4 of 11



do you know what? He's the one that does the planting. He said, "I am the author and the 
finisher of your faith." Oh, think of that. 

Jeremiah 17:7. You don't have to turn there, just write this down, verse 7 and 8, "Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.  For he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters." Boy, there's a whole lot of planting going on in the Bible, 
ain't there? People always planting something. You say, "But Brother Doug, that's a lot of
work." But ain't you glad it is a work of salvation that works but it's the Lord doing the 
work, amen? He said, "I will wash. I will cleanse. I will sprinkle. I will sanctify." Paul 
said, "I am persuaded he that began a good work in me is able to perform it." Able. Not 
only is he able but he's willing. Not only is he willing, but he's paid fully.

The planting of the Lord through his portion makes one to rejoice because the believer in 
Christ shall not be moved. You say, "Brother Doug, I don't believe that." There's still 
people that go back out into the world and sin but they never ever totally turn their back 
on Christ. Do you know why? They're not their own, they're bought with a price. A true 
child of God even though they're gonna stumble, even though they're gonna make 
mistakes and, yes, you're gonna sin, and if you say you have no sin, you're a liar and the 
truth's not in you, amen? Now that's vital. People get saved and they stay saved 50, 60 
years and they walk around with their big chest balled up like a big bandy rooster and 
say, "I'm without sin." Well, glory to God, you must be dead and in the presence of the 
Lord then. And with some of them, I believe they are dead. No fire in them. They got no 
unction. Ain't got no wood, ain't got no kindling in the potbelly stove, amen?

But glory to God, I'm not perfect nor are you, but ain't you glad that he is? Oh, ain't you 
glad that it's not by your righteousness? It's not by my righteousness, it's not by our 
works, it's not by.... He's the portion of our inheritance because he did the planting, 
amen? What God demands, God provides. Just like in the garden of Eden. Now don't get 
me started on that. Do you know what? It's amazing all of my Arminian friends, and I've 
got some Arminian friends, all of my Arminian friends, they read the Genesis account 
and they can't see regeneration right there in the garden of Eden. They read John 11 at the
tomb of Lazarus and they can't see regeneration right there at the tomb of Lazarus. They 
can't see it. What did I tell you, Brother Ted, last night? You know what I said? Blind as 
a fruit bat. Blind as a fruit bat. Right there it is, folks. 

Let me tell you what, if the word of God says it, I might not be able to understand it but, 
glory to God, I'm not gonna deny it. I can't deny it. If I deny the written word, I've denied 
the living Word. Oh, don't get me on my soapbox. I've been on that for a week now, 
trying to come down off that. I don't want to seem too harsh but do you know what? It's 
getting in the day and age where we're gonna have to take a stand, we're gonna have to 
take a stand for what we believe because do you know what? I say within 10 years they're
gonna walk right in here. I heard a good preacher preaching Sunday morning but I'd say 
within 10 years they're gonna walk right in here and try to take this away from us. I can 
tell you, you can write it down. Secretary, treasurer, mark it down, take a note: this is 
what's gonna happen within the next five years, homosexuality, same-sex marriage, the 
United States Supreme Court is going to declare any congregational tax-exempt church in
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the United States of America that will not condone same-sex marriage and perform it will
lose their tax-exempt status. Mark it down within five years. I'm not prophesying. I could 
be wrong, glory to God. Let's hope for the best but be prepared for the worst because it's 
coming. The church has not seen persecution yet. We haven't seen nothing like the first 
century church. We haven't seen nothing like Peter, James and John went through. We 
haven't seen nothing like that but you can rest assured tonight that Jesus Christ is the 
portion of your inheritance if he's done the planting, but if you're relying on your works 
tonight, you're not planted, a good cool breeze can come along and blow you right over. 
You'll be carried away with every wind of false doctrine because you have not been 
planted by the Lord.

Christ Jesus is the portion. Christ Jesus is our planning. And I want to show you the last 
thing then I'm gonna hush. Verse 8, 9, 10, 11, he says,

8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I
shall not be moved. 

Verse 9 is the continuation of the planting but he said, 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall 
rest in hope. 

Now verse 10 and 11. We've got the portion, we've got the planting, verse 10,

10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in the grave; neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. 11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in
thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore. 

Not only is Christ Jesus our portion, not only is Christ Jesus our planting, but Christ Jesus
is our pleasures evermore. You know, with him you don't need anything else. With him 
you don't need. I'm telling you what, folks, if you cannot, if you can't get fixed, if you 
can't get satisfied on the living Word and on the written word, then there's something 
wrong with your planting. There's something wrong with your planting. 

You say, "Brother Doug, I'm in the vine." Do you know what? Like I told you Sunday 
morning, there's a lot of vines growing out there, you'd better make sure you're in the 
right vine because if you're a branch and you're attached to a vine, you're gonna produce 
whatever fruit that vine is the author of. But ain't you glad tonight that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is not the author of sin? He's not the author of confusion? He's not the author of 
anything that is evil or wicked or vile or unholy? It goes against his nature. Remember 
what I said: you can know Ephesians 2:8 and 9 have occurred if you're fulfilling 
Ephesians 2:10. 

Christ Jesus is our pleasures evermore. These are our blessings. These are our victories in
life. You say, "But Brother Doug, what about our victory after life?" Little Justin, I 
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dropped him off over at the reception center to go off into the United States Army and he 
told me his greatest fear is the fear of the unknown. He does not know what to expect 
when he gets off that airplane and meets that drill sergeant with that round brown hat on. 
It's the unknown and let me tell you what, you say, "Brother Doug, are you afraid of 
death?" I am afraid of death. Not so much death, just how. It's just how. Do you know 
why? Because it's unknown. It's unknown to me. I've never been there before. I've never 
traveled that road before. I've never been down that road before. Let me tell you what, 
ain't nobody goes down that road and comes back and tells about it. 

You say, "Brother Doug, I don't believe that." Well, show me. Show me. Show me in 
here one case, one case. You say, "What about Lazarus? What about Lazarus?" Jesus 
said, "He's not dead, he but sleepeth." Amen? That was so that God the Father may be 
glorified. He did not, he did not, he was dead. Now folks, he was dead. He was four days 
stinking dead. The Bible says that now, amen? It says, "Lord, he but now stinketh. He's 
been dead four days." Jesus said, "That ain't no problem." They said, "Lord, do you want 
me to go and get the soap and water?" Jesus said, "No, don't need that." "Lord, do you 
want me to go and get some towels and some body wash and maybe some Axe body 
spray?" The Lord said, "No, don't need that." "What about a scouring pad and some 
brushes?" The Lord said, "No, don't need that. Where have you laid him? Take ye away 
the stone. Lazarus, come forth." Do you know why that was done, folks? That was done 
so that God may be glorified, but that was also done to be a record for our admonition so 
we can read and study the word of God and say, "My goodness, right there is a picture of 
God's sovereign grace in the work of regeneration." Lazarus was bound from head to toe 
in bandages, he was dead, he could not see, he could not hear, he could not speak, but 
Jesus said, "I am the Good Shepherd and I call my own sheep by name. Lazarus, come 
forth!" 

Then Lazarus, did you ever wonder how he got out of there? Couldn't walk, he was 
bound. He could not walk, he was bound from head to toe. He couldn't even see where he
was going. Have you ever wondered how you was brought to Christ? You was dead, you 
couldn't see where you was going, your feet was bound, your ears were clogged up, you 
had ears but you could not hear, you had eyes but you could not see, but he is the Good 
Shepherd and he calls his own sheep by name because he is the portion of our inheritance
and he's the one that does the planting and when you're in him, you'll have pleasures 
forevermore.

"Thou wilt not leave my soul in the grave; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. Thou wilt shew me the path of life." Right there it is. "Lazarus, come forth." 
Let me tell you what, I don't know how old y'all was when you got saved, but you never 
started living until you met Jesus, and you didn't come to him, he came to you. He said, "I
come to seek and to save that which was lost." Walking in the garden of the cool of the 
day, right there another picture of regeneration, right there in the garden of Eden, "Adam,
where art thou? I am the Good Shepherd, I call my own sheep by name." Oh, Adam was 
dead, depraved, spiritually dead, spiritually wicked, spiritually vile. Do you know what 
they tried to do? Oh, I'm gonna get in trouble. I'm gonna get fired, sure as the world. Do 
you know what Adam and Eve did? I heard a preacher today who said Eve was the first 
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prime rib on the radio. That was a pretty good one, wasn't it? Eve was the first prime rib 
but do you know what Adam and Eve established? Oh, if I hurt your feelings, I'm sorry 
but listen to me. Now I was raised this, they established the first free will church. 

You say, "What do you mean, Brother Doug?" They said, "Well, we've sinned now. 
We're dead. So what have we got to do? This will be alright. I'm good now. You see? The
Lord, the Lord will love me now. The Lord will accept me now." Took fig leaves and 
sewed them together and made aprons. Do you know what those were? They did that of 
their own will, their own free will, mind you, a works salvation, mind you. All of that that
they had on, do you know what that was in the eyes of God? Dirty rags. Do you know 
what God said? God said, "Adam," now I'm paraphrasing now. I just want you to picture 
this story. The Lord Jesus walking in the garden in the cool of the day. He calls Adam, 
"Adam, where art thou?" Adam runs and hides. Do you know why? Because once he 
heard from the Master, he knew that this wasn't good enough, amen? He knew that this 
wasn't good enough. Once his heart was pricked, once his ears had been opened a little 
bit, once his eyes had been opened, he knew that this wasn't good enough. But do you 
know what the Lord did for him? Did the Lord cast him aside? No, he said, "Whosoever 
is athirst, let him come and take of the water of life freely."

You say, "Brother Doug, you're talking, you're mixing Old Testament law." No, this is 
pre-law. "You're mixing Old Testament with grace." Let me tell you what, it's always 
been by the grace of God and man has always been justified by faith. Always. In every 
single dispensation. The dispensation of innocence, the dispensation of conscience, the 
dispensation of human government, the dispensation of promise, the dispensation of law, 
and the current dispensation of the church, it's always been justification by grace through 
faith, not through filthy rags but through the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
because he's our portion of our inheritance. He does the planting and once you've been 
planted in him, there will be pleasures forevermore. 

I guarantee you, when Adam and Eve took this oath, woo, and put this one on, people 
like Mr. Rogers up here, Brother Ray, it's a beautiful day in the neighborhood, amen? Do 
you know what they had when they got the righteousness that God provided? They had 
pleasures forevermore. Another 930 years of joy unspeakable and full of glory. Do you 
know why? Because God did the planting.

You say, "Brother Doug, you're awful hard on them now. You're awful hard on certain 
denominations." I don't know. I don't know. I still love them and let me tell you what: 
they still need the Gospel. If the Lord was ever to call me on the mission field, I already 
know where I'm gonna go. I'm gonna stay right here in eastern Kentucky. Don't have to 
go nowhere. I don't have to go nowhere. Right here is the mission field. I can go right up 
the road to a church house and I'd be in the mission field. Oh, my goodness, you go to 
any Arminian church house and do you know what? Here's the thing, listen to me: it's one
thing to believe in the death, the burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but why do 
you believe in it? Why did he have to come and die? You say, "I don't know. Ah, ah..." 
Do you see there's more to the Gospel than just the death, the burial and the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Satan believes that. The demons in hell believe that. They saw 
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that with their own two eyes. They believe it, alright? But did you know that you were a 
sinner? Did you know that you were lost and on your way to hell? Have you been made 
to know that by God Almighty? 

You know, that's part of the Gospel. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of God or they shall see God. Blessed are the poor in spirit. Have you been 
made? That's part of the Gospel. That's what the Gospel does, it takes, it's just like what 
those drill sergeants are gonna do to Justin. I said, "Son, if you make it past the first 
month, if you make that second, the first two weeks is the hardest but if you can make it 
past that first month, you're on easy street." Do you know why? For the first month do 
you know what they do? They take that civilian and they totally strip that civilian bare of 
all of their bad habits, of everything that they've ever learned, how they walk and how 
they bebop and how they pop their gum and formation and all of that. They strip them of 
all of that, tear them down to nothing, and then do you know what they do then? Then 
they start to build them back up and make a soldier out of them and all of that junk, all 
that filth, all that civilian garbage has been put off to the side.

Now let's take that analogy and apply it to the Gospel. Woo, my goodness. Do you know 
what a preacher's job is to do? I'm not to the lost man or the lost woman that comes in 
that door, I'm not to build them up, I'm not to tell them it's their better life now, I'm to let 
them know what saith the word of God. I'm to let them know that there's a heaven to gain
and that there's a hell to shun, and that Jesus Christ can be the portion of their inheritance.
That's what I'm to tell them. I'm to strip them bare of all of their self-righteousness so that
God, the Holy Spirit, can come in and regenerate and build them back up. I can't build 
nobody up but this right here will prick their heart and bring them to their knees and then 
God will do the rest.

It ain't my job to sit up here and beg some, "Would you please come down here and 
accept Jesus?" No, that ain't my job. My job's to preach the Gospel and let the Holy Spirit
do the rest. I'm not gonna go, I'm not gonna tell these little children, I'm not gonna tell 
these little children in Sunday school, I'm not gonna tell these little children in youth 
group, I'm not gonna beg them every Sunday if they want to say the four point prayer and
receive Christ as their Savior. Do you know what I'm gonna do? I'm gonna keep giving 
them the Gospel, keep giving them the Gospel, keep giving them the Gospel. I'm gonna 
tell them about hell. I'm gonna tell them about the devil. I'm gonna tell them about the 
cross. I'm gonna tell them about Adam and Eve and, oh, by the way, since they were our 
first parents and by one man's sin death entered into the world, that that death and that sin
and that judgment is pronounced upon you, young man. You're a sinner by birth, by 
nature and by choice and the lake of fire will be your home. But listen to this, "He hath 
made him who knew no sin to become sin for us so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." 

And I'm gonna let it go. I'm not gonna ask them if they want to pray. Why? Because a 
little kid will do whatever he thinks or she thinks is necessary to do to please you, to 
please their Sunday school teacher, to please their youth leader, to please their pastor, to 
please their mother, to please their father, and they're still lost because the work of 
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regeneration has never been done. Christ has to be the planter. He's our portion. He's our 
planting. He's our pleasures forevermore.

I have to read this. Buckle your seatbelt. As a result of his sovereign work in us, the 
planting by him of his children, of his children, we have received his portion and the 
prophet writes that they might be called the trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that he might be glorified. Not us. My ministry is not about me tonight. Your 
ministry is not about you tonight, amen? Brother Woody, look at all the work that 
Brother Woody did. Look at all the labors that that man has labored and sung and 
testified and went from church to church to church and sung with his brothers and 
Maryanne. Think of that. But it was never, I can say this now with all assurance, it was 
never about Brother Woody. He always meant it about Christ. Always. Every single time.
Do you know why? Because he was planted, that's why. Oh, he was planted. He knew his
portion and do you know what else? Even Monday morning, Helen, when I was down 
there, he still in pain, in misery, in agony, what did Paul say in Romans 8:18, "For I 
reckon the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory 
which shall be revealed in us." Who is the "us"? All the trees that God planted, amen? 
Why? Because listen to this, I have to read it. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will." Why 
did he do it? "To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in
the beloved." 

I'm starting to really like Ephesians 1:6, you all, because of that one little thing in there, 
accepted, made us accepted in the beloved. Remember I told you Sunday night nobody's 
ever called me beloved before. My momma growing up, she never even called, she yelled
my name and I'm telling you, she called me everything but she never called me beloved, 
amen? Never once did she call me beloved but do you know what? My God has called 
me beloved. The Lord Jesus Christ has called me beloved and you think about it tonight. 
Boy, if this don't....oh.... Think about this morning what Brother Woody heard, 
"Welcome home, beloved. Welcome home, beloved. Blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. Welcome home. Well done, my good and faithful 
servant. You've been faithful over a few things, now I'll make you ruler over many. Just 
hold on, Brother Woody. As a matter of fact, go on out to the stables and pick you out a 
horse. We're gonna be going back shortly." Boy, I'll tell you, next time we see Woody, 
he's not gonna have no neck brace. He's not gonna be old and feeble. He's not gonna be 
wrinkled up. I guarantee you, T-Tom, he'll be able to outrun you, amen? Now T-Tom can
run. Don't let him fool you, amen? But do you know what? And look at little Maryanne, 
look how broke down she is, probably the hardest working woman in this church but do 
you know what? When I get over to heaven, me and you, we're gonna have a race, amen?
We're gonna have a race because we're both gonna be glorified by then and I think I can 
beat her then.
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But you think of that. Do you know why? Do you know why I can stand up here and I 
can proclaim that tonight? Because Jesus Christ has done the planting, Jesus Christ is the 
portion of my inheritance and the Lord Jesus Christ, in him I have pleasures forevermore,
for all of eternity. Now friends, if you don't believe that tonight, if you don't believe, if 
you can't lay hold of that tonight, let me tell you what, when a saint of God, the Bible 
even said in the book of Psalms how joyous it is in the sight of the Lord when a saint 
comes home. Now I paraphrased that. I know I messed that all up but think of that. 
"Welcome home, beloved. Welcome home." 

Our eternal hope, our portion because of the planting and our pleasures evermore with 
Christ Jesus. What a more sure hope.
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