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This is going to kind of lead us into our thought, our message for the morning, which is 
going to be taken from Psalm 16, the first 5 verses of the 16th Psalm. How many of you 
have ever heard that partial verse quote “God is no respecter of persons”? We’ve all 
heard that, haven’t we? And I’m sure probably 98 to 99 percent of the time that we have 
heard it, it was quoted completely out of context, and used completely out of context. 
“God is no respecter of persons.” We’re going to look at that this morning, and we’re 
going to look at the fact of what that actually holds. 

When one begins to speak of the doctrines of sovereign grace, when one begins to talk 
about the doctrine of divine election, when one begins to talk about the doctrine of God’s 
predestinating love, naturally there are many in a mixed crowd of company that will 
come back and say, “But doesn’t the Bible say that God is no respecter of persons?” 
Really? Seriously? Does not the Bible say that “For Jacob have I loved, Esau have I 
hated”? That’s got to mean something other than what we think it means. “God is of no 
respecter of persons.” Let us never misquote God, especially his word when it deals with 
the doctrines of salvation because God says what he means, and my friends, I believe he 
means what he says. And if we let Scripture interpret Scripture, if we let the text interpret
the text, and let the Bible interpret the Bible, we will see what God is saying. 

Let’s look at Psalm 16, the first 5 verses this morning. The Psalmist David writes in 
Psalm 16 verse 1, he says, “Preserve me, O God; for in thee do I put my trust. My soul, O
my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, ‘Thou art my Lord, my goodness extendeth not to 
thee.’” This is the Father talking to the Son. He said, “My goodness extends not to thee,” 
look at verse 3: “But to the saints, that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is 
all my delight.” God the Father’s saying, “That’s who my goodness is extended to, the 
saints, that are in the earth, my called, my elect, my chosen.” But remember that “God is 
of no respecter of persons, right”? Look what he says in verse 4: “Their sorrows shall be 
multiplied that hasteneth after another God.” God said, “Those that chase after idol 
gods,” God said, “I will multiply their sorrows. Their drink offerings of blood will have 
not offer nor take up their names unto my lips.” Oh, but “God is of no respecter of 
persons,” right? How do you view that verse, how do you look at that verse, what does 
that verse mean, because that’s only half a quote. Look at what the Psalmist writes in 
verse 5, He says, “The Lord is the portion, mine inheritance, and of my cup. Thou 
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maintainest my lot” “The Lord is the portion, my inheritance, and my cup, that thou 
maintainest my lot.” He said, “The Lord is my inheritance, he’s all I need,” and we, right 
back and say, “God is no respecter of persons.” When we look at people we naturally 
make a judgment. 

If I was to stand here up before you this morning and the President of the United States 
was to walk in here this morning, you would look at him higher than you looked at me. 
You are a respecter of persons, just based of off his position, based of off his stature, 
maybe, I don’t know, maybe based off of his political affiliation, I don’t know, but you 
would look at him differently than you would look at me. God does not look at men like 
that; God does not look on what family you come from; God does not look on your 
financial state; God does not look upon your countenance or your face; but God looks 
upon faith, he looks upon the heart. Yet there are still those that read Psalm 16 verses 1-5,
and they will right back and say that God is no respecter of persons, and we see here that 
God makes a difference between those that call upon his name, and those that are his 
chosen, and those that are his elect, and then those that follow and seek after other gods. 
God makes a difference. That does not mean what most of us think it means when Dr. 
Luke wrote in Acts 10:31, when Peter quotes, and he said, “I perceive of God, I perceive 
that God is of no respecter of persons,” that does not mean exactly what we think it 
means, so we’re going to look at that this morning. 

Turn with me if you would, using Psalm 16 as a springboard, to Acts chapter 10. Psalm 
16 tells us that God’s goodness extends to his saints. It only extends to his saints, not 
those that chase after idol gods, not those that blaspheme the name of God, not those that 
worship idols, or follow idolatry. “To the excellent, in whom is all his delight.” The 
excellent. “Unto those that hasten after other gods,” God will not even hear, my friend. 
The Bible tells us that “God heareth not the prayer of a sinner.” That's in the Bible now, 
folks, you could slice that ever how you like it, all right, but that is what the Bible says. 
In the Old Testament and in the New Testament, too. Well I am here to tell you this 
morning, that that verse is not what you think it means. “God is of no respecter of 
persons.” Because I want you to know something: Christ makes a difference. There’s a 
difference. 

Look at Acts chapter 10, look at verse 34 this morning. This is the context, coming here 
at it before we read this, we’ve got to understand the context. Peter has been told to go to 
Corneilius’s house. Now what’s different between Cornelius and Peter? Well, Peter’s a 
Jew; Cornelius is a Gentile. Cornelius is a Gentile, he’s of the Italian band, he was the 
first rock star in the Bible. You’ll get that after a while. He was of the Italian band, he 
was a noble man, and a devout man, he offered prayers and alms every day, he was 
seeking after that measure of life that God was giving him. And the Holy Spirit impressed
a dream upon Peter. You know what the Holy Spirit told Peter to do? “Go to Cornelius’s 
house and give Cornelius the Gospel.” At the same time he was working with Cornelius, 
and that was unheard of. Look up here at me. That was unheard of, to go down to the 
projects, and talk to them about Jesus. “You know why, they ain’t like us. Why they 
don’t shower every day and put on deodorant like I do. Why they’re nasty, Diana, they 
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eat out of garbage cans, they don’t even use the Drive-thru, they use the dumpster.” God 
said, “Be of no respecter of persons,” and he said, “You go.” He said, “You go.” 

He gave Peter a dream three times, and showed him a sheet that was folded out, and all 
manner of four-footed beasts and creeping things was on that sheet. And God said, “Rise,
and kill, and eat.” “Not so Lord. Kinda, we’ve never done it that way before. We’ve 
never been down there before. We don’t go to those side of the tracks, brother John.” 
“God is of no respecter of persons.” He said, “You arise, and you kill, and you eat, and 
you call nothing uncommon or unclean, that which I have cleansed.” Three times, and 
then what happened? Then Peter gets up, goes to Cornelius’s house, gives Cornelius the 
Gospel of God’s sovereign grace, and Cornelius is miraculously, divinely, sovereignly, 
born again. Filled with the Holy Spirit, him, and all of his house, and Peter said, “Seeing 
how that these have received the Holy Spirit as we did in the first, who shall hinder them 
from being baptized?” 

And now, not only is his giving the gospel to the Gentiles, Diana, but he’s out baptizing 
Gentiles. You know why, because “God is of no respecter of persons.” And look at what 
Peter says in verse 34 of Acts 10, he says, “And then Peter opened his mouth and said ‘Of
a truth, I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation, he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness is accepted with him.’” Hey, do you notice what’s after 
verse 34 there? What is that punctuation there? Comma in the NASB, the ESV may have 
a semicolon, the Authorized Version has a colon, which means Verse 34 and Verse 35 go
together, right? 

So if you take that half-verse theology that most of our preachers have, and they say 
“God is of no respecter of persons,” and they want to build a whole doctrine off of that 
theology, they leave out the most important part. He’s of no respecter of persons in every 
nation, he’s of no respecter of persons, of he that feareth him, he’s no respecter of 
persons, of he that worketh righteousness, because those are the ones that are accepted by
God. It doesn’t matter if they’re Jew, it doesn’t matter if they’re Gentile, it doesn’t matter
if they’re rich, if they’re bond, if they’re free, if they’re poor, it does not matter. God 
said, “You go, you give the Gospel, and I’ll take care of the rest. And he that calls after 
me and seeks after my face, he that feareth me, he that worketh righteousness, he will be 
accepted of me.” And God said, “Of that, of those, of all that you can… I’m not a 
respecter of persons based off of the outward appearance of a man’s face, but based off of
that faith that God said ‘I put in that man’s heart.’” Based off of that, Peter opened his 
mouth and said, “Of a truth I perceive that God is of no respecter of persons.” 

My friend, God does not look upon the outward man. The word picture here is used for 
the outward appearance, of what Peter would look at. “Cornelius, he’s just a dirty dog 
Gentile. He’s on the wrong side of the tracks. He lives in the projects.” In other words, 
you right now, there are some people that you would go to in a heartbeat and share the 
Gospel with, but there’s others, you wouldn’t even give them the time of day. Come on 
now, the phone’s ringing. Pick it up. You don’t have no problem going to your distant 
family and giving them the Gospel, but you won’t do it to your immediate family. 
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“God is of no respecter of persons.” We’ve been commanded to go and give the Gospel, 
to make disciples of all men. Not based off of their creed, not based off of their financial 
status, not based off of what we think and feel about them. We’re commanded to go, just 
like Peter. God does not base salvation upon man’s status, his appearance, his family, his 
finances, his education. Matter of fact he said he was going to confound the wise and 
open it up to babes. Come on now, he’s “Of no respecter of persons.” His place of birth, 
his national origin, Jew or Gentile, it don’t matter. Black, white, bond, or free. God said, 
“You go, I’ll take care of the rest.” You don’t need to worry about little e's on 
everybody’s forehead, or lifting up their coattails and seeing if they’re elect.” God said, 
“Don’t worry about that, you just go. I’m of no respecter of persons, and I do not base my
choice of salvation based of a man’s status or his outward appearance, but I base the 
choice of my salvation off of my sovereign will.” That’s what that means. 

“God is of no respecter of persons.” The apostle Paul said, “I know this,” Paul said, “I 
know this.” You know why? He tells in Romans Chapter 1, he said, “I’m a debtor, both 
to the Greeks, and to the Jews, both to the wise, and to the unwise, both to the learned, 
and the unlearned. For as much is in me, I’m ready to preach the gospel to you that are 
also in Rome. For it is the power of God unto salvation for whosoever believeth.” We 
don’t need to pick and choose who we go to. Come on now, we don’t need to pick and 
choose who we’re going to go to, based off of what we look at, and we perceive in the 
countenance of a man, but we need to go, because “God is of no respecter of persons.” 
God looks upon the heart of the inward man, not the outward appearance. 

But let us not be confused, because what you’ve got in your heart this morning, not your 
natural heart that you were born with, but your regenerated heart, let us not be confused, 
God’s the one that put it there, because your natural, depraved, wicked, unregenerate 
heart is deceitfully wicked above all, and who can know it? Out of the heart the mouth 
speaketh. You get somebody really mad and you get them in the flesh and you get them 
to talking, you’ll see what’s really in their heart, ’cause it’ll come right out of their 
mouth. Even a saved person, brother Bill. Well you get a saved man mad enough, his 
whole natural flesh heart kinda will begin to speak. But any good that’s in you was put in 
there by the grace of God. 

And God said, “I am not of respecter of persons, I don’t look at a man based off of his 
family, his finances, his education, his status, and I put those things in there. I’m of no 
respecter of persons, I do all things according to the counsel of my own will,” God said. 
The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and my cup, and he is the one that 
maintainest my lot. Do you know why? Because he has chosen me. That gets back into 
that divine sovereign election, because the natural man’s heart is deceitfully wicked, and 
like I told you on the other night: you don’t believe, you don’t love Jesus first, Jesus first 
loved you. You never picked Jesus first, but he first chose, or picked you. Amen? In 
doing that, he does not look upon the countenance of a man to make that choice. He does 
not look upon the status of a man to make that choice. He does not look upon the 
nationality of a man. Let me tell you what, you had absolutely no choice whatsoever in 
what family you was going to be born into. “God is of no respecter persons,” though, 
right? So why is some born into good families and some born into bad families? Why are 
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some of you better looking than me, if “God is of no respecter of persons”? Why are 
some of you smarter than I am, if “God is of no respecter of persons”? So that’s not what 
we think it means. 

Let’s go somewhere this morning, let’s go to Deuteronomy chapter 1. Keep your place in 
Acts 10, ’cause we’re going to come back and read just a little bit. I’m going to take my 
watch off right now. I haven’t even got wound up yet and I’m already breaking out in a 
sweat. Look at Deuteronomy chapter 1 this morning. Keep our place marked in Acts 10, 
we’re going to see this morning what God’s talking about by being “No respecter of 
persons.” Deuteronomy Chapter 1, and look at verse number 16. “And I charge your 
judges, at that time, saying ‘hear the causes between your brethren and judge righteously 
between every man, and his brother, and the stranger that is with him. Ye shall not 
respect persons in judgment, but ye shall hear the small as well as the great.’” Phew, 
doggie, I love that. That God’s teaching us something here if we let Scripture interpret 
Scripture. "Ye shall not be afraid of the face of man," I don’t care how big he is, God 
said. God said, “Don’t be afraid of him.” I don’t care how much money he’s got, or how 
much power he’s got, you give a righteous judgment when you judge, and you be “of no 
respecter of persons,” based off of the outward appearance of a man’s stature. "For the 
judgment is God’s, and if the cause is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will hear 
it." Are you starting to see the picture here? 

Go to Deuteronomy chapter 16. Oh if we let Scripture interpret Scripture, oh the word of 
God will speak to us, and God’s sweet Holy Spirit will begin to teach us. Look at 
Deuteronomy 16, and verse number 18. “Judges and officers, shalt thou make in all thy 
gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes, and they shall judge the 
people with just judgment. Thou shalt not wrest…” and notice that’s not r-e-s-t, that’s w-
r-e-s-t, which means to twist, or to change. Thou shalt not wrest, or twist, or change the 
judgment. “Thou shalt not respect persons, neither take a gift, for a gift doth blind the 
eyes of the wise and pervert the words of the righteous.” Are you starting to see the 
picture, church? 

God said, “I’m no respecter of persons, pertaining to the outward countenance, or the 
outward status of a man.” Rich or poor, bond or free, black or white, red or yellow, wise 
or unwise, “God is of no respecter of persons. But in every nation, he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness is accepted with him." 

Now go back to Acts 10. I hope I have explained that well enough for you to understand. 
Acts Chapter 10, and verse 34, once again. “And Peter opened his mouth and said, ‘Of a 
truth, I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation, he that feareth 
him and that worketh righteousness is accepted with him.” The word which God sent 
unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, “He is Lord of all.” Amen.  
He’s not only Adonai, he’s Kurios too. But he’s not only Adonai, and he’s Kurios, but 
he’s Despot also. He’s the disposer that bought it all. And he disposes of it as he wills. 
And God said here, “I’m no respecter of persons, because Jesus Christ is the message that
we are to preach to all men.” 
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Verse 37, that word, “I say ‘he know,’ which was published throughout all Judea, and 
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached. How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with power, whom went about doing good and 
healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with him. And we…,” up here 
he says, “And we are witnesses of all things which he did, both in the land of the Jews, 
and in Jerusalem whom they slew and hanged on a tree. Him God raised up the third day, 
and showed him openly.” 

You know what Peter is giving here? Folks he’s presenting the Gospel to everyone in 
Cornelius’s house, because he knows that “God is of no respecter of persons.” He doesn’t
pick and choose who he’s going to witness to. So he’s giving the Gospel. Even though 
election is out of Peter’s realm. Sovereign divine predestination and love is out of Peter’s 
realm, and he has no control over it but he knows been commanded to give the Gospel. 
“Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly.” “He showed him openly,” 
semicolon, comma, “Not to all people, but unto witnesses chosen before God.” 

God said, “You see there?” Now you know what that means, don’t you? It’s the outward 
apperance. Has nothing to do with what we’ve been taught and what think it is, chosen 
before God. God said, “And I make my sovereign choice according to the counsel of my 
own will. Not based off of your family. Not based off of your finances. Not based off of 
your ethnic group, or where you’re from, or what side of the tracks you grew up on.” But 
we have been commanded as God’s children, just like as the apostle Peter, to go and 
preach the Gospel to everybody. Just give it to everybody. And “God’s of no respecter of 
persons.” 

You know what I love about the doctrine of sovereign election, brother John, it lets me 
know that God is still tearing, and that I’m still going to get results. Somebody’s going to 
get saved, Dinah, but it ain’t my job to save him. It’s God’s job. And who’s he going to 
save? He’s “Of no respecter of persons,” right? Exactly. So you go and give the Gospel to
everybody, and you let God work out the details of his sovereignty, amen. And who’s he 
going to manifest Christ to? Not to all people, but unto witnesses, chosen before God. 
Even to us, whom did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead. And he 
commanded us to preach unto the people. 

You know what, we’ve been given that same command that the apostle Peter’s been 
given, and we’ve been told “God is no respecter of persons.” And you’ll go to the 
condos, won’t you, but you won’t go to the projects. You’ll go talk to the white folks on 
this side of the town, but you won’t go talk to the colored man on that side of the town. 
Yeah. You’ll go down there to the AT&T store where they sell Apple computers, and 
you’ll talk to them, but you won’t go down there to the welfare line, or down there where 
they’re handing out that commodity cheese, and you won’t go down there and talk to 
them. Be “Of no respecter of persons,” just like God told Peter. He said, “You go,” and if
God lays it on your heart to go, you go. ’Cause I’m going to tell you, God does make a 
difference, and one way or the other you’ll get results. I guarantee you. “So brother 
Doug, I don’t understand, what do you mean? That they might not be saved?” You’ll get 
results. God will get results out of it, either one way or the other. Amen. 
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“God is of no respecter of persons.” He will manifest Christ unto those that he has chosen
before Him. Amen. That’s divine election, my friend. But every single time, every single 
time we begin to talk about it, they want to throw that verse up, don’t they? “Oh but ‘God
is of no respecter of persons.’ Do you really know what that means?” That’s kind of like 
what the fellow tried to do to me on the New Year’s Eve service. I’m talking about the 
will of man, the sovereignty of God. And he kept saying, “Well what do you do with that 
verse, ‘It’s not God’s will that any should perish’?” That’s more half-verse theology, 
that’s exactly what that is. That’s more half-verse theology. What is that verse saying? 2 
Peter 3:9, “God is faithful, he’s not slack, as some men count slackness. Long-suffering 
to us ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance and 
live.” Let’s get away from half-verse theology because half-verse theology is bad 
theology. ’Cause I’m going to tell you that “God being of no respecter of persons” is not 
what you always thought it meant because God does make a difference. He said, “With 
Israel and only Israel have I given my law, have I given my statutes, have I given my 
commandments. And I have not dealt with any other nation so.” God said, “It’s after my 
will.” God said, “I’m sovereign, I do what I please.” Amen. 

“God is of no respecter of persons.” “My soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, ‘Thou art my
Lord, my goodness extendeth not to thee.’” But who does it extend to? Those that he has 
chosen in him from the foundation of the world. What does Psalm 16:3 say? “His 
goodness extends, but to the saints that are in the earth.” Well that right there is enough to
put my on shouting ground, knowing that I’ve got the goodness of God extended unto 
me, because I am chosen, I am redeemed, I am justified, and I know that because I am 
being sanctified, my faith is in Christ, and Christ alone. 

“But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent.” I am called excellent. I ain’t 
worth a hill of beans. He even calls me peculiar. And that don't mean I’m strange or 
funny, even though  some of ya’ll might think I am, but that means I am precious, I am 
his prized possession. You know why? You’re not you're own. You’re bought with a 
price. Oh boy, you don’t even belong to you any more. Oh my goodness! 

“In whom is all my delight.” Do you know why? Because Paul said, “Blessed be God the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who had blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the 
heavenlies. According as he hath chosen us in him, from the foundation of the world.” 
And God said, “If you’re chosen, if you’re called, if you’re saved, by grace know that my
goodness is extended unto you, and you are my delight, ’cause you are excellent.” 

But, “God is of no respecter of persons.” Listen, “Their sorrows shall be multiplied, then 
they’d hasten after other gods.” That ain’t what you thought it meant, was it? God said, 
“You hasten after other gods, your sorrows will be hastened. Their drinks offerings of 
blood I will not offer, nor take up their names unto my lips.” But this is what you can say 
this morning if you’ve been saved by the grace of God, if God has chosen to manifest 
Jesus unto you, do you know him this morning? Do you know that he who hath made him
knew no sin, who become sin for us, so that we made to know the righteousness of God 
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in him? Have you been made to know that this morning? Then know this, “The Lord is 
the portion of mine inheritance.” He’s the gift. 

“At that hour Jesus looked up into heaven, and he said, ‘Glorify me, Father, with thine 
own self with the glory when I had when I was with thee from before the world.’” He 
said, “Thou hast given me power over all flesh to give eternal life to as many as thou hast
given me. And this is eternal life. That they might know thee, Father, the one true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” Have you been made to know that this morning? 
Then know that the Lord is the portion of your inheritance and of your cup. And he, he, 
not you, not the Pope, not Pastor Salyer, he maintains your lot. Sealed until the day of 
redemption. And you know what I love about that? The Bible also teaches me that I’m 
kept by the power of God. You know why? I’m peculiar. He maintains my lot. I’m 
chosen, he maintains my lot. I’m worthless, but at the same time, I’m excellent, because 
he maintains my lot. “God is of no respecter of persons.” Amen. “But, in every nation, to 
those that seek him, and do righteousness, and fear him.” They will be accepted of him. 

Let us pray. 
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