
Abraham rejoiced and was glad 
John 8:37-59 
As we examine the end of this very long chapter, John is telling us that Jesus is the Son of God, sent 
from God, and is the great, “I Am.” He is also saying that if you “hear,” “obey,” “rejoice,” and are 
“glad” to see His day, it shows who your father is. My goal this morning is that every person hearing 
this will know whether they rejoice in Jesus Christ the Son of God, and that today would be a day of 
rejoicing… truly a day of “delight,” and “riding on the high hills of the earth” as Isaiah 58 says. And 
therefore verifying that you have found your hope in God, obeying Him and rejoicing in His 
everlasting unchanging being. Let this passage be a comfort in the assurance of your hope in Jesus 
the Son of God or let it expose your true “father,” and push you over to finally believe and follow Him. 

I. A walk through a roadmap of themes 

1. Three cycles of dialog, a. v37-51, b. 52-56, c. 57-59 

2. The claims of Christ about Himself, v31,-32, 36, 38, 40, 42, 46, 49, 50, 51, 54, 56, 58 

3. Jesus shines His light on their true spiritual condition, v37, 38, 39-47 

4. Jesus identifies the importance of your spiritual “father”, v38, 41, 42, 44, 47, 53-54 

5. Jesus identifies the importance of your disposition toward the Word of God, v37, 43, 45, 
47, 51 

II. Work through the sequence of the dialog, 8:37-59 
1. The first attack to discredit, “Abraham is our father,” v37-51 
 Who is Your Father? 

2. The second attack to discredit, “you have a demon,” v52-56 
 Are you glad like Abraham? 

3. The third attack to discredit, “You are not yet 50 years old,” v57-59 

 Is Jesus your self-existent, independent, eternal source of gladness? 


