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Romans 8:28 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 42 

Introduction: 

     Here we come to one of the most powerfully packed verses of the book of Romans. In 
fact, I would personally have to say, these three verses in their context are some of the most 
powerful verses of the entire Bible. That verse is Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose. 1 

     The Apostle Paul has been dealing with the subject of suffering and the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the midst of that suffering; and now he makes a profound statement of hope. 
Saying, 'we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose.'2 We must fully understand and believe that God 
the Holy Spirit is not a super natural force, that can be thrown around or even commended. 
The Holy Spirit is a Person; He is the third Person of the Sovereign Triune God-head. The 
Holy Spirit is just as Sovereign as God the Father and God the Son, and the three are One. 
The Holy Spirit is working in us through this process of salvation to insure that the will and 
the purpose of God is accomplished in us, and through us.  

-  The Holy Spirit quickens / regenerates the believer.  

-  The Holy Spirit indwells and seals the believer. 

-  The Holy Spirit bears witness with the spirit of the believer in truth.     
 He is our comforter, our teacher, and our guide through His Word. 

 
__________________________________________                                                
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 

2 Ibid. 
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- The Holy Spirit makes intercessions for us in the midst of the sufferings.    
 He prays for us according to the will of God - because we know not what we should 
 pray for as we ought.3 

- The Holy Spirit weaves everything together for good, for the children of God.  

     Many people quote this verse and yet few truly understand this verse. Because this verse 
is a part of that golden chain of verses that detail the hope and assurance of our salvation 
by the Sovereignty of God.  

     This verse is the certainty of the believer, our assurance in what God will accomplish. Do 
you realize that Romans 8 is a study of the eternal security of the believer? It is here that 
Paul is elaborating upon the text of John 10. Look at John chapter ten and verse number 
twenty-five. 

John 10:25-30 
 

25 Jesus answered them, I told ye, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, 
they bear witness of me. 
 

26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 

27My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they follow me. 
 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.  
 

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's hand.  
 

30I and my Father are one. 4 
     In Romans 8, Paul elaborates upon the subject of the certainty of the believer. Romans 
chapter 8 is the study of the theology of security, it is a powerful dead-end argument 
concerning this subject, from which there is no exit. Paul discourse here, beginning in verse 
28 is so comprehensive, that when understood in the context of the chapter it closes the 
door on all other arguments of man-centered theology.  
__________________________________________                                                
3 Note: ‘In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 27 and He who searches the hearts knows 
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.’ New American 
Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), Romans 8:26-
27. 
 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 10:25-30. 
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Romans 8:28-30 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose.  

29 For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

30Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called, them He 
also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified.5 

     Many will quote verse 28 and yet many have no understanding of the truth of this verse 
because they are not including the entire context for a proper understanding of exactly 
how, and why verse 28 grants the blessedness of that hope of the security and the certainty 
of the true believer in Christ.  

     Dr. John MacArthur divides these verses into four sections for a better understanding.6 
Verse 28 talks about the extent of our security, it talks about the recipients of security and 
it also speaks to the source of our security. Then in verses 29 and 30 it gives the certainty of 
our security.  

1. The Extent of our security - it covers all things; 'And we know that to them that 
love God all things work together for good,' 7 

2. The Recipients of security - those who love God; 'that all things work together 
for good to those who love God,'8 

3. The Source of our security - God is the Source, to they that are the called; 'to 
them who are the called according to His purpose.'9 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28-30. 
 
6 John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 1-8, (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers), 
1991. 
 
7 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 8:28a. 
 
8 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 8:28a. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28b. 
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4. The Certainty of our security - Once again God, His purpose; in that whoever He 

foreknew, whoever He predestined, whoever He called, whoever He justified, 
them He also glorified. Because, ‘For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.’10 

 

      Folks that is cut and dried, there is no man made argument on the planet that can tear 
down or break apart the Sovereign purpose and will of Almighty God. He is for certain, the 
certainty of the believer. Do not quote, or try to apply Romans 8:28 if you are not willing to 
unpack verses 29-30, because these are the power verses that lend weight to verse 28.  

      If anyone would ever ask you where in the Bible it speaks of eternal security, this is 
where you go first and foremost. The first part of the theology of our security deals with the 
extent of our security. Moreover, we can see the extent of this security through the purpose 
of God in this one simple statement.  

Romans 8:28 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to His purpose. 11 

     The extent comes in the first section of that verse; And we know that all things work 
together for good.12 That is the extent of our security. That is a tremendously reassuring 
statement; there could not be a more reassuring statement than that, when understood 
with the rest of the context of these three verses. 

     No statement made to a believer could contribute more hope, more happiness, more 
freedom and more joy in the heart then that specific statement when properly understood.  
Because what the extent consist of, what it is really saying here; is no matter what amount 
of suffering, no matter what pain, no matter what problems, and matter what failures' all 
things work together for good. God uses everything, all things; even the bad. He works it 
together for good, to those that love Him, who are the called according to His purpose. He 
uses it for our good, to teach us to trust in Him more, to pray more, to humble us. All the 
while He is conforming us to the image of His Son and teaching us to hate sin. 

__________________________________________  
10 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 8:29. 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
 
12 Ibid., Romans 8:28a. 
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     The extent is emphasized in the 'all'. The Greek word – πάντα 'Panta' meaning all 

things. It is the Strong's Concordance word numbered 3956, meaning all, the whole, with all 
in the sense of each and every part that applies to make up the whole. In short, 'all things'.13 
A comprehensive promise and the context has no limits. There is nothing that qualifies the 
all things, nothing, nothing at all. Therefore, it means absolutely what it says, all things 
work together for good. God takes anything and everything in His Sovereign providence; He 
orchestrates every event in the believer's life - the pain, the temptation, the sin, and all the 
suffering God weaves it all together for good to accomplish both our temporal and eternal 
benefit according to His purpose.  

     You may ask what does that have to do with eternal security, or the certainty of the 
believer? When understanding the entire context of these three verses, you will see the 
great extent of our security. Because if you are one who loves God, if you are one who is 
called according to His purpose, God is taking each and every aspect and event of your life. 
Everything, even the sin that you wrestle with in this life, God is taking all of that, and 
rather than it causing you to lose your salvation, which is a gift of God. God weaves it all 
together for the ultimate good, for those that love Him, and are the called according to His 
purpose. That is the extent of your security in Christ.  

     This my friend is the greatest promise that we can have in this life. Because the good 
spoken of here is the final end product of what God has purposed. It is not what your think 
it might be, it is not your better life now, but the good is the victory in the latter end with 
the conforming of His children to the likeness of His Son, and the final product of 
glorification. 

     Let us look at that final product in the latter end from Deuteronomy 8:14-16. ‘14 Then 
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee forth out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 Who led thee through that great and 
terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where there 
was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 16 Who fed thee in the 
wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that He might humble thee, and that 
He might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end. 14 

__________________________________________  
13 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
πάντα 'Panta' 3956 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 
8:14-16. 
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     This is the extent of our security, there are no limits. This is dependent upon God's 
faithfulness, upon His promises. Therefore, He is for certain the certainty of the believer in 
He is working together all things for the greater good, for those that love Him, who are the 
called according to His purpose. Our certainty is sure because God's ever so faithful.  

     Look at Genesis chapter 50, let us see another picture of God working even the bad into 
good for His people, those that love Him, those who are the called according to His purpose. 
We all know the story, Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers, taken down into Egypt.  

He was loved of the father, but hated by his brothers. Sold for the price of a slave. Put in a 
pit and left for dead, but he greater when he got out then he was when he went in. Taken 
down to Egypt and became the savior of the known world, and he took unto himself a 
Gentile bride, and all of Israel is brought to Egypt, but now Jacob dies. 

Genesis 50:15-21 
 

15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will 
peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 
 

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died 
saying, 
 

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their 
sin; for they did unto thee evil; and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of 
the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 
 

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy 
servants. 
 

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 
- Right here it is pay attention to this, this is God working together all things for good, for 
those that love Him, and are the called according to His purpose. 
 

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it 
is this day, to save much people alive. 
 

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, 
and spake kindly unto them.15 
 

     As it is clearly shown here, God is working all things together for good. What men meant 
for evil, God meant for good, for those that love Him, and for those who are called according 
to His purpose. 
__________________________________________                                                
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Genesis 50:15-
21. 
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     That word ‘works,’ συνεργεῖ - sunergeo' is where we get the word synergism from. 

Meaning ‘to work together.’16 Or as in the NASB translation used in the sense as ‘causes to 
work.’ 17 God is the source, the cause and the effect of the extent of our security, all for the 
greater good according to the purpose of His own will. Moreover, it is a good that reaches 
far beyond the human capacity of understanding. Because it is a good that comes only from 
God.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.18 

     By the grace of God, we have been saved. The gift of God, to those that are  ‘his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.’19 And God is working together all things for our greater ultimate 
good so that we may not only fulfill those good works which He hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them, in the conformity to His Son. Finally, with the end product also of 
the latter end in the final glorification.  

     This is how that we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to His purpose. 20 For this is God working through His 
providence, all things together for good. Now my friend that is security, and that is a 
security that is eternal. Now go back to Romans chapter eight. Paul writes, 'And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.' You ask Brother Doug, that is eternal security? You are 
absolutely right, because God is working together all things for good for the final end 
product of our glorification.              
__________________________________________                                                                                               
16 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
συνεργεῖ - sunergeo' (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
17 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 8:28. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 2:8-
10. 
 
19 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Ephesians 2:10. 
 
20 Ibid., Romans 8:28.  
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     Now, as I have said before, it is one thing to know that but it is another thing to believe it. 
Because if you truly believe it you can apply it in the midst of the storms. You can apply it in 
the midst of the temptations. You can apply it in the midst of the peril and the trial and you 
can know in the midst of sin and temptation you can know that, 'God you have saved me 
and predestinated me to be conformed to the image of your darling Son. That will cause 
you to immediately repent and turn to God from sin - resist the devil and he will flee from 
you. 

     Now it you believe this doctrine you've went beyond just eternal security, into the 
doctrine of the Sovereignty of God, knowing why you are eternally secure. My friend that is 
blessed hope, that is the extent of your security, in that it is all things. Paul goes on in 
Romans eight, and even more elaborates on the limitless nature and extent of the believer's 
security, when he says - 'what shall we then say to these things!' 

     Verse 31 - If God be for us, who can be against us? 21 That's the extent, in all things. 
Because if God be for us, then who can be against us. This is not commonplace, and you may 
think that this is really no big deal. However, my friend it is a big deal, because if God be for 
us, who can be against us. Knowing this we can rest in the assurance that all things work 
together for good to those that love God and to those who are the called according to His 
purpose.  

     Verse 32 - If God did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things?22  This is not common place, what will you say to 
these things. Will you take just a moment and take all that in. Let me explain this for you - If 
God would give His greatest gift for us (His own Son), to save us while we were yet sinners. 
Shall He not also do whatever is necessary to freely give us all things to keep us now that 
we are His? That is the point that Paul is trying to make here. God will freely, without 
restraint give us all things. Whatever the extent, whatever the extreme, whatever the 
trouble, God works all these things together for our ultimate good.  

     That really takes Romans 8:28 to a new level, doesn't it? Of course, because this is God's 
promise to those that love Him, who are the called according to His purpose. God works all 
things together for good. 

 

 

__________________________________________                                                
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:31. 
 
22 Ibid., Romans 8:32. 
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     Jesus said Father, I will not lose a one, that you have given me. God will do, freely give, 
work in and through us, to ensure that keeps what is His, and therefore, we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
His purpose.'23 

     Do you truly know Him, do you truly love Him today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________                                                
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:28. 
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