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Zechariah 9:1-13 
1. Zechariah 9-14 contain two undated oracles. 

a. No date is given for these messages.  

b. It could be assumed they came after chapters 1-8 

c. And, most likely after the completion of the temple in 516 BC when culture and society 

had settled in after the return from exile. 

2. The two “oracles” from the Hebrew massa also translated “burden”, “pronouncement”) are: 

a. 9-11 – the destruction of Gentile world-power and Israel’s strengthening and protection 

b. 12-14 – the purification of Israel through trials to purge them for the final great conflict 

with the nations before they are transformed into the nation of the Lord 

3. Both sections have a clear coming of the Lord. This has led many Jewish groups in the ancient 

world to anticipate two Messiah’s: 

a. 9-11 – the savior, gentle and humble (the cross) 

b. 12-14 – the sovereign king conquering and ruling in victory (the crown) 

4. The style and focus of the Zechariah’s writing change in 9-14. 

a. The same happens in Isaiah chapters 40-66 

b. There are no clear outlines 

c. There is no accompanying interpretation or interpreting angel 

d. There is no clear connection to contemporary people or events 

e. There are cryptic allusions vague references to enemies, battles betrayal 

f. There is sections that promise peace, prosperity and the final victory, but the journey to 

this is long and winding. 

g. Jerome referred to the book of Zechariah as “that most obscure book of the prophet 

Zechariah, and of the Twelve the longest” 

5. “on that day” occurs 18 times and points to the distant future based on the context. 

a. This phrase “on that day” seems to introduce new sections or units of thoughts 

b. These sections or units tend to match the outline below. 

6. The focus of these last six chapters is the Messiah King 

a. The Messiah King will appear 

b. The Messiah King will bring both judgment and blessing 

7. The declaration of judgment on the individual nations and ultimately all nations serves to 

support Israel’s faith in their God, but also to warn the Gentiles of their futility without YHWH 

which also comes with an invitation to join Israel in serving YHWH 

a. God’s judgment on the nation demonstrates the impotence of the god’s ruling those 

nations. Thus, only YHWH is God. Only YHWH should be worshipped. 

b. After defeat the remains of the nations will flee to Zion for protection and to honor the 

Lord 

c. The defeat of the nations will result in deliverance, joy and prosperity for the world. 

d. The judgment of the nations will end their attempt for universal dominion and open the 

way for the universal establishment of the righteous kingdom of the Lord  

8. The whole church age occurs between Zechariah 9:9 and 9:10 

a. This is the same thing that occurs between Isaiah 9:6 and 9:7 

b. The Gospels clearly identify Jesus as having fulfilled Zechariah 9:9 

c. The Gospels never claim Jesus fulfilled 9:10 during his earthly ministry 

d. The New Testament is based in the anticipation and hope that Jesus will fulfill 9:10 
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9. The Gospels quote verses from these six chapters: 

Zechariah General Content Gospel 

9:9 The king comes to Zion humble and riding a donkey Matt. 21:5;  
John 12:15 

11:13 Thirty pieces of silver thrown into the house of the Lord Matt. 29:9 

12:10 Looking on him whom they have pierced John 19:37  
(Rev. 1:7) 

13:7 The shepherd is struck and the sheep are scattered Matt. 26:31;  
Mark 14:27 

 

Outline of 9-14 (can be seen with a chiastic pattern): 
1. 9-10 – God comes to protect and bless (A) 

2. 11:1-14 – People reject God’s shepherd (B) 

3. 11:15-17 – The worthless shepherd hurts the flock (C) 

4. 12:1-9 – Nations come to destroy Jerusalem (C) 

5. 12:10-13:6 – People repent and turn to God (B) 

6. 13:7-14;21 – God comes to protect and bless (A) 

 

 

 

A similar more detailed Outline of 9-14: 
1. 9:1-8 – Judgment and salvation of surrounding nations  

2. 9:9-10 – Introduction of the king 

3. 9:11-10:1 – Israel’s battle and victory 

4. 10:2-3 – Idolatry and judgment 

5. 10:3-11:3 – Israel’s battle and victory 

6. 11:4-17 – People reject the shepherds 

7. 12:1-9 – Israel’s battle and victory 

8. 12:10-13:1 – YHWH’s Servant pierced   

a. mourning  

b. purification 

9. 13:2-6 – Idolatry and judgment  

10. 13:7-9 – Shepherd struck 

a. Judgment 

b. Purification 

c. Return to God 

11. 14:1-15 – Israel’s battle and victory  

12. 14:16-21 – Judgment and salvation of all nations  
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Zechariah 9:1 – “The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 

    and Damascus is its resting place. 

For the Lord has an eye on mankind 

    and on all the tribes of Israel, 

 
1. Massa – translated “burden” or “oracle” 

a. The etymology derives from the meaning “to take up or carry” 

b. The placement of this word here in the Hebrew likely serves as a title and introduces 

this prophetic declaration. 

c. This is also seen in Zechariah 12:1 and Malachi 1:1  

i. Malachi is from the same time period  

2. God’s word was coming against the following people 

3. God’s word comes to the earth to: 

a. Doing Good (Micah 2:7) 

b. Healing (Psalm 107:20) 
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c. Falling on nations to bring judgment (Isaiah 9:8) 

d. Coming as a destructive fire (Jeremiah 5:14) 

e. Transforming and shaping future events as the Lord plans (Ezekiel 12:28)  

4. The enemies of these lands always came from the north, even if the were from the east 

(Babylon, Assyria) or the west (Greece, Rome) 

5. The Lord is invading from the north also, but instead of using Assyria, Babylon or Persia he is 

using Alexander. 

6. This is Alexander’s invasion after he defeated the Persians at Issus in 333 BC 

7. The eyes of the whole world were watching Alexander’s movements. Judah was particularly 

aware due to: 

a. Their defeat by Babylon 

b. Their standing in the Persian Empire 

c. The prophecies of Daniel  

8. Only mention of Hadrach is here in the Bible 

a. thought to have been North of Lebanon. 

b. Tiglath-Pileser III and other Assyrians identified Hadrach in cunieform texts 

c. the Assyrian place-name Hatarikka, or Aramean Hazrik 

d. today it is ancient archaeological site of Tell Afishe in Syria 

e. Taken by the Hittites in 1350 BC and ruled by Hittite king Hattusili III in the 1200’s BC 

f. In 785 Hadrach was in the Kingdom of Hamath  

g. Hadrach was mentioned in the basalt Stele of Zakkur as Hazrach. The inscription says 

Zakkur, the king of Hamath, was besieged by King Ben-Hadad III the son of Hazael and 

seventeen other kings. 

h. 28 miles SE of Aleppo 

9. An interesting note: Matthew Henry, who is an amillennialist, interprets these verses like this: 

“When Saint Paul was converted at Damascus, and preached there, and disputed with the 

Jews, then the word of the Lord might be said to rest there, and then the eyes of men, of other 

men besides the tribes of Israel, began to be towards the Lord.” (Acts 9:22) 

9:2 – “and on Hamath also, which borders on it, 

    Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 

 
1. Hamath 

a. On the Orontes River 

b. S 

2. Damascus 

a. Capital of Aram 

3. Tyre 

a. Phoenician city 

b. Trusted physical fortifications 

c. Trusted stockpiles of silver and gold 

d. Tyrians had a 150-foot-high wall around the city which stood on an island just off the 

coast 
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e. Nebuchadnezzar fought against Tyre for 13 years and defeated the city on the 

mainland, but could not reach the city on the island. 

i. Ezekiel 29:17-20 -  

“In the twenty-seventh year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the 

word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

made his army labor hard against Tyre. Every head was made bald, and every 

shoulder was rubbed bare, yet neither he nor his army got anything from Tyre to 

pay for the labor that he had performed against her. Therefore thus says the Lord 

God: Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; 

and he shall carry off its wealth[d] and despoil it and plunder it; and it shall be the 

wages for his army. I have given him the land of Egypt as his payment for which 

he labored, because they worked for me, declares the Lord God.” 

ii.  

iii. 21 “On that day I will cause a horn to spring up for the house of Israel, and I will 

open your lips among them. Then they will know that I am the Lord.” 

f. Ezekiel 26:1-14 

g. Alexander destroyed Tyre on 

the island by building a road or 

a causeway from the mainland 

to the island city which was 

about 0.6 miles (1 km) from the 

coast. He used the debris of the 

destroyed mainland city left 

from Nebuchadnezzar’s siege 

to build the “bridge” out to the 

island  

h. Alexander tore down the 150 ft 

high walls on the eastern, 

landward facing, side of the 

island. 

 

4. Sidon 

a. Phoenician city 

b. Ezekiel 28:20-26 
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9:3 – “Tyre has built herself a rampart 

    and heaped up silver like dust, 

    and fine gold like the mud of the streets. 

 
 

 

9:4 – “But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions 

    and strike down her power on the sea, 

    and she shall be devoured by fire. 

 
 

 

 

9:5 – “Ashkelon shall see it, and be afraid; 

    Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish; 

    Ekron also, because its hopes are confounded. 

The king shall perish from Gaza; 

    Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; 
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1. The Philistine cities would see the fate of Tyre and fear 

a. Ekron was the closest city to Tyre and feared the most. 

b. Gath is not mentioned because they fell to Uzziah, king of Judah in 2 Chronicles 26:6 

(792-740 BC) and fell to Sargon II in 711 BC  (Amos 6:2). 

2. Alexander was on his way to Egypt 

 

9:6 – “a mixed people shall dwell in Ashdod, 

    and I will cut off the pride of Philistia. 

 
 

9:7 – “I will take away its blood from its mouth, 

    and its abominations from between its teeth; 

it too shall be a remnant for our God; 

    it shall be like a clan in Judah, 

    and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites. 

 
 

9:8 – “Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, 

    so that none shall march to and fro; 

no oppressor shall again march over them, 

    for now I see with my own eyes. 
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1. Josephus reports that Alexander had a dream, met with the priest, worshipped in the temple 

and decided to spare Jerusalem: 
 

[11.317] So when Alexander besieged Tyre, he sent an epistle to the Jewish high-priest, to send him some 

auxiliaries, and to supply his army with provisions; and that what presents he formerly sent to Darius, he would 

now send to him, and choose the friendship of the Macedonians, and that he should never repent of so doing. 

 

[11.318] But the high-priest answered the messengers, that he had given his oath to Darius not to bear arms 

against him; and he said that he would not transgress this while Darius was in the land of the living. Upon 

hearing this answer, Alexander was very angry; 

 

[11.319] and though he determined not to leave Tyre, which was just ready to be taken, yet as soon as he had 

taken it, he threatened that he would make an expedition against the Jewish high-priest, and through him teach 

all men to whom they must keep their oaths. 

 

[11.320] So when he had, with a good deal of pains during the siege, taken Tyre, and had settled its affairs, he 

came to the city of Gaza, and besieged both the city and him that was governor of the garrison, whose name 

was Babemeses. 

[11.321] But Sanballat thought he had now gotten a proper opportunity to make his attempt, so he renounced 

Darius, and taking with him seven thousands of his own subjects, he came to Alexander; and finding him 

beginning the siege of Tyre, he said to him, that he delivered up to him these men, who came out of places 

under his dominion, and did gladly accept of him for his lord instead of Darius. 

 

[11.322] So when Alexander had received him kindly, Sanballat took courage, and spoke to him about his 

present affair. He told him that he had a son-in-law, Manasseh, who was brother to the high-priest Jaddus; and 

that there were many others of his own nation, now with him, that were desirous to have a temple in the places 

subject to him; 

 

[11.323] that it would be for the king's advantage to have the strength of the Jews divided into two parts, lest 

when the nation is of one mind, and united, upon any attempt for innovation, it prove troublesome to kings, as it 

had formerly proved to the kings of Assyria. 

 

[11.324] Whereupon Alexander gave Sanballat leave so to do, who used the utmost diligence, and built the 

temple, and made Manasseh the priest, and deemed it a great reward that his daughter's children should have 

that dignity; 

 

[11.325] but when the seven months of the siege of Tyre were over, and the two months of the siege of Gaza, 

Sanballat died. 
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Now Alexander, when he had taken Gaza, made haste to go up to Jerusalem; 

 

[11.326] and Jaddus the high-priest, when he heard that, was in an agony, and under terror, as not knowing 

how he should meet the Macedonians, since the king was displeased at his foregoing disobedience. He 

therefore ordained that the people should make supplications, and should join with him in offering sacrifice to 

God, whom he besought to protect that nation, and to deliver them from the perils that were coming upon 

them; 

 

[11.327] whereupon God warned him in a dream, which came upon him after he had offered sacrifice, that he 

should take courage, and adorn the city, and open the gates; that the rest should appear in white garments, 

but that he and the priests should meet the king in the habits proper to their order, without the dread of any ill 

consequences, which the providence of God would prevent. 

 

[11.328] Upon which, when he rose from his sleep, he greatly rejoiced, and declared to all the warning he had 

received from God. According to which dream he acted entirely, and so waited for the coming of the king. 

 

[11.329] And when Jaddus (or, Jaddua) understood that Alexander was not far from the city, he went out in 

procession, with the priests and the multitude of the citizens. The procession was venerable, and the manner 

of it different from that of other nations. It reached to a place called Sapha, which name, translated into Greek, 

signifies a prospect, for you have thence a prospect both of Jerusalem and of the temple. 

 

[11.330] And when the Phoenicians and the Samarians that followed him thought they should have liberty to 

plunder the city, and torment the high-priest to death, which the king's displeasure fairly promised them, the 

very reverse of it happened;  

 

[11.331] for Alexander, when he saw the multitude at a distance, in white garments, while the priests stood 

clothed with fine linen, and the high-priest in purple and scarlet clothing, with his mitre on his head, having the 

golden plate whereon the name of God was engraved, he approached by himself, and adored that name, and 

first saluted the high-priest. 

 

[11.332] The Jews also did all together, with one voice, salute Alexander, and encompass him about; 

whereupon the kings of Syria and the rest were surprised at what Alexander had done, and supposed him 

disordered in his mind.  

 

[11.333] However, Parmenion alone went up to him, and asked him how it came to pass that, when all others 

adored him, he should adore the high-priest of the Jews? To whom he replied, "I did not adore him, but that 

God who has honored him with his highpriesthood;  

 

[11.334] for I saw this very person in a dream, in this very habit, when I was at Dion in Macedonia, who, when I 

was considering with myself how I might obtain the dominion of Asia, exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly 

to pass over the sea thither, for that he would conduct my army, and would give me the dominion over the 

Persians; 

 

[11.335] whence it is that, having seen no other in that habit, and now seeing this person in it, and 

remembering that vision, and the exhortation which I had in my dream, I believe that I bring this army under the 

Divine conduct, and shall therewith conquer Darius, and destroy the power of the Persians, and that all things 

will succeed according to what is in my own mind." 
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[11.336] And when he had said this to Parmenion, and had given the high-priest his right hand, the priests ran 

along by him, and he came into the city. And when he went up into the temple, he offered sacrifice to God, 

according to the high-priest's direction, and magnificently treated both the high-priest and the priests.  

 

[11.337] And when the Book of Daniel was showed him wherein Daniel declared that one of the Greeks should 

destroy the empire of the Persians, he supposed that himself was the person intended. (Note: Daniel 7:6; 8:3-

8, 20-22; 11:3) And as he was then glad, he dismissed the multitude for the present. 

 

But the next day he called them to him, and bid them ask what favors they pleased of him;  

 

[11.338] whereupon the high-priest desired that they might enjoy the laws of their forefathers, and might pay no 

tribute on the seventh year. He granted all they desired. And when they asked him that he would permit the 

Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their own laws also, he willingly promised to do hereafter what they 

desired. 

 

[1.339] And when he said to the multitude, that if any of them would enlist themselves in his army, on this 

condition, that they should continue under the laws of their forefathers, and live according to them, he was 

willing to take them with him, many were ready to accompany him in his wars.  

 

[11.340] So when Alexander had thus settled matters at Jerusalem, he led his army into the neighboring cities; 

and when all the inhabitants to whom he came received him with great kindness, the Samaritans, who had 

then Shechem for their metropolis - a city situate at Mount Gerizim, and inhabited by apostates of the Jewish 

nation - seeing that Alexander had so greatly honored the Jews, determined to profess themselves Jews. 

 

[...] 

 

[11.342] Accordingly, they made their address to the king with splendor, and showed great alacrity in meeting 

him at a little distance from Jerusalem. And when Alexander had commended them, the Shechemites 

approached to him, taking with them the troops that Sanballat had sent him, and they desired that he would 

come to their city, and do honor to their temple also;  

 

[11.343] to whom he promised, that when he returned he would come to them. And when they petitioned that 

he would remit the tribute of the seventh year to them, because they did but sow thereon, he asked who they 

were that made such a petition;  

 

[11.344] and when they said that they were Hebrews, but had the name of Sidonians, living at Shechem, he 

asked them again whether they were Jews; and when they said they were not Jews, "It was to the Jews," said 

he, "that I granted that privilege; however, when I return, and am thoroughly informed by you of this matter, I 

will do what I shall think proper." 

 

[11.345] And in this manner he took leave of the Shechemites; but ordered that the troops of Sanballat should 

follow him into Egypt, because there he designed to give them lands, which he did a little after in Thesis, when 

he ordered them to guard that country. 

 

9:9 – “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 

    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

    righteous and having salvation is he, 

humble and mounted on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
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9:10 – “I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

    and he shall speak peace to the nations; 

his rule shall be from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

 

 

 

9:11 – “As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 

 

 

 

9:12 – “Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

 

 

 

9:13 – “For I have bent Judah as my bow; 

    I have made Ephraim its arrow. 

I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 

    against your sons, O Greece, 

    and wield you like a warrior's sword. 
 

1. The rise of Greece verse the Maccabees 

2. Rise of Rome is predicted in Zechariah 11:4-14 

 

 

 


