Word Pictures from the Shroud
(December 2, 2023)

For some time, I've believed the Shroud of Turin is the actual burial cloth that our Lord had been
wrapped in while He lay deceased in the tomb. | fully believe that the image on the Shroud is the result
of our Lord’s reanimation or resurrection when His life again entered His deceased body.

| know that there are people on both sides of the issue that are just as vehemently opposed to the
alleged reality of the Shroud, believing it to be a Medieval forgery rather than an actual artifact of
antiquity dating back to the first century. | also know that | will not convince anyone in either case.

| will offer this that | believe bears some serious consideration. If the Shroud is a Medieval forgery, why
hasn’t anyone today been able to replicate it? It simply has not happened and one would think with the
amount and level of technology available today, that would have been done a long time ago. Yet,
apparently, people during the Middle Ages had enough high-tech at their disposal to somehow create
something like the Shroud? That makes zero sense to me.

This particular article is simply put forth for those who are either undecided or are those who also
believe the Shroud is the real deal. Unbeknownst to me, apparently, the research on the Shroud has not
stopped over the years and new information continues to come out.
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Scientists have also noted many different types of pollen located on the Shroud with at least three types
only found in Jerusalem. Moreover, certain spots on the Shroud seem to verify the presence of blood
and water as though separated, signifying what occurs after a person’s death.

There’s much more as well. Some scientists believe the Person whose image is entombed on the Shroud
was actually in the process of moving into an upright position due to the blurring of certain areas as
though moving.

There is a good deal of information on this video, lasting just over 15 minutes. Moreover, there have
been additional books published. One book is called The Shroud of Jesus: And the Sign John Ingeniously
Concealed, by Gilbert Lavoie. [2] The author goes into great detail about the newly discovered evidence
surrounding the Shroud as well as comparing things to the Gospel of John.

Again, I'm quite aware that for some folks, nothing will convince them that the Shroud may well be the
authentic burial cloth of Jesus, who left us His image on that cloth during the unimaginable moment
when His Spirit re-entered His deceased body. If the Shroud truly is the authentic burial cloth of our
Lord, what is the danger? The danger is in worshiping the Shroud itself. We should avoid that because
the Shroud is not Jesus Himself. If it is real, it only alludes to the fact that at one point, Jesus had been
wrapped in it and left His imprint on it during the resurrection process.

The Shroud of Turin, if authentic, provides us with some measure of proof that our Lord did indeed
resurrect. It also provides visual clues as to the horrors He went through before He was crucified as we
see the many wounds on his legs, arms, back and buttocks, as well as the damage done by forcing Him
to wear a crown of thorns. Certainly, true Christians do not need the Shroud as proof that Jesus did
suffer heinous beatings and treatment by Jewish and Roman authorities. We already have that in God’s
Word, so nothing more is needed for us to accept the truth contained within His written Word. Yet, if
the Shroud is authentic, then why can this not be understood as a clear signal from God to help us
picture to greater degree the level of suffering He endured for those who have placed faith in Him?

In reality, the Shroud tends to take a person’s breath away when realizing just how much He was willing
to suffer for our sake. | cannot imagine it, frankly, and I've read some interesting articles on the entire
process of crucifixion written by medical doctors. Pictures always make more of an impact on my
thinking. It takes longer for words to do the same.

I’m a visual learner. That is simply the way God made me. If someone tells me something or if | read
some instructions, | will remember bits and pieces of it and can find my way through. If someone shows
me how to do something, | will never forget it. It is how | learn.

| already believed that Jesus lived a sinless life and died a horrific death because of His great love for His
Creation with human beings being the pinnacle of that Creation because that’s what the Bible teaches.
He loves us so much that He was willing to offer Himself — His physical body —to go through
unbelievable tortures so that | might have salvation available to me...and you.

The Shroud fleshes that out for me to a far greater degree. It’s not mere words as mighty and as full of
truth as God’s Word is to me. When | see the Shroud, | see word pictures that prove and verify the
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veracity of God’s Word. | certainly don’t need to see that in order to believe His Word because | already
believe His Word and have done so long before | learned of the Shroud. However, seeing the Shroud
impacts because it connects back to and fully verifies His Word as proof that the violence that Jesus was
willing to suffer on my behalf and yours, is so remarkably beyond what this world can comprehend. The
picture that the Shroud provides goes beyond words.

I’'m not sure as fallen human beings (even saved ones), we can honestly grasp what He went through for
us; not in this life. | know that by reading His Word alone, | realize some mental picture of it, and that is
enough to release faith in Him and His finished work. However, seeing the visual aspect of what He
suffered as evidence by the Shroud amplifies my faith in Him and causes me to sit before Him in abject
awe. | am brought low and can offer Him nothing except heartfelt praise and adoration for His
willingness to deal with what was inflicted on Him so that | might have eternal life. | cannot still fully
appreciate His love for me though.

One day, | know that | will see Him face to face and my faith will become sight. At that point, faith will no
longer be needed because it will be replaced with unquenchable facts; facts that will never be
withdrawn or changed. | will see His wounds. | will see His face. | will sense His deep love for me. | will
feel the blessing of His Presence, His Lordship, His deity, His beauty. | will willingly fall at His feet and kiss
those feet as Mary did when she broke open that alabaster container of oil.

| cannot imagine that day when my heart will be so full to overflowing with absolute love, joy and such a
strong desire to please Him at every turn that will be my life then. Now, like you, | struggle from day to
day. I must work to put Self down, to instead force myself to look to Him when Self prefers | look to and
follow it.

The Shroud of Turin has never been proven to be a forgery. If you are one who thinks so, that’s up to
you. I'm still waiting for any person to come to the fore with absolute proof that it is a forgery. Until
then, | embrace all the new information that continues to come out about the Shroud.

| don’t worship the Shroud, but | do appreciate what the Shroud appears to portray; a suffering Servant
who thought it not robbery to be equal with God, “...but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form
of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore
God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father,”
(Philippians 2:7-11 NKJV).

The Shroud paints a picture that helps me see to the extent of Jesus’ sufferings. He loves me that much
that He was willing to take on that level of suffering. He loves you that much that because of the joy set
before Him He endured the cross (Hebrews 12:2), and all its pain and shame. Compared to the joy of
what He knew He would accomplish, that pain and shame was placed deliberately behind Him and He
was able to ignore it as He fulfilled the Father’s will.
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[1] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VsFKwbYpl38

[2] https://www.amazon.com/dp/1644138867/?
coliid=12AS4CJKHOVPN&colid=2S55KVA1SHA8Q&psc=1&ref =list ¢ wl Iv ov lig dp it
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