
THE PARABLE OF THE SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP 
1. Jesus came as our Shepherd in fulfillment of prophecy. 
Ezekiel 34:23  And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even 
my servant David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 
Matthew 9:36-38  But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on 
them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.  
37  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few;  38  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into 
his harvest. 

2. Our Shepherd came with the full authority of God. 
Jeremiah 5:30-31  A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land;  31  The 
prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love 
to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? 
Jeremiah 2:8  The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law 
knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by 
Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. 
See Ezekiel 34:2-10   

3. There will always be false shepherds. 
2 Timothy 4:2-4  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  3  For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears;  4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 
turned unto fables. 
1 Peter 5:1-4  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  
2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;  3  Neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.  4  And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

4. True sheep hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him.  
John 18:37  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice. 
Psalms 23:1-6  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  2  He maketh me to lie down 
in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  3  He restoreth my soul: he 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  4  Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me.  5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 
of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6  Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 
of the LORD for ever. 


