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I Kings 10:1-9 
 

The Half has not ben Told 
 
Introduction: 
 
 

     Our text for this morning’s message will be taken from 1 Kings chapter ten, verses one 
through nine. However, the key text that I want to focus upon is verse number seven. Verse 
seven builds the thought for this message titled, ‘The half has not been told.’ 
 

     “And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon 
concerning the name of the Lord, she came to prove him with hard 
questions.2And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with 
camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and 
when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was 
in her heart.3And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any 
thing hid from the king, which he told her not.4And when the queen of 
Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had 
built,5And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the 
attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and 
his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the Lord; there was 
no more spirit in her.6And she said to the king, It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.7 Howbeit I 
believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, 
behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard.8Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy 
wisdom.9 Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set 
thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, 
therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.”1 

 
     Now there is another passage of Scripture in the New Testament I want to look at this 
morning, but keep your place marked in I Kings, because we will be going back to it. Solomon 
was a great and mighty King. As far as riches, wealth, wisdom and prosperity goes; He was 
far greater than that of his father, King David, and the Queen of Sheba told him here that the 
half was not told me. 
 
     Solomon was blessed by the Lord in all areas from riches to wisdom. He was wealthy in 
riches because of his wisdom. When that topic of wisdom comes up among the evangelical 
Christians one of the first people to come to mind is the wise king Solomon.   
________________________________________  
1Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Galatians 2:16. 
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     The Bible speaks of the details when the Lord God appeared to Solomon in a dream.  God 
asked Solomon "Ask what I shall give thee."2Solomon replied to the Lord with a request that 
would change the remaining of days.  
 

“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my 
father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in up- rightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 
throne this day.7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not 
know how to go out or come in.8 And your servant is in the midst of 
your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be 
numbered or counted for multitude.9 Give your servant therefore an 
under-standing mind to govern your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 
people?”3 

 
      The Scripture reads that God was pleased with Solomon’s request.  Solomon did not ask 
for riches, or for the Lord to subdue the enemies of Israel.  However, Solomon was moved in 
the fear of the Lord to seek wisdom.  Godly counsel and discernment to govern God’s people 
who the Lord had given Solomon charge over.  This was the Lord’s reply to Solomon; 
 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life 
or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right,12 behold, I now do according 
to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that 
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after 
you.13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, 
so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.14 And if 
you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, 
as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”4 

 

     Because the Lord had blessed Solomon in all areas, especially with wisdom his riches and 
wealth was vast throughout the kingdom. When the Queen of Sheba had seen all that under 
Solomon’s domain she said to him that the half was not told me. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
2Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Kings 3:5c. 
 

3 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Kings 3:6-9. 
 
4 Ibid., 1 Kings 3:11-14. 
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     The writer of I Kings 10:5, tells us, that after the Queen of Sheba had seen for herself, there 
was no more spirit in her. You say Brother Doug, what does that mean, was she dead? No she 
was alive, but she was overwhelmed, it was breath taking, or in other words she was 
flabbergasted. She was amazed and awed to be in the presence of one such as Solomon.  I 
believe what we have here in this meeting between the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon is 
a typology of the LORD Jesus Christ, because I want to tell friends when it comes to Jesus, 
“the half has not yet been told.” 
 
     She was feasting her eyes upon the meat of his table; meaning the immense supply of all 
kinds of food daily necessary for the many thousands which were fed at and from his table. 
“And Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore 
measures of meal, 23 ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and a hundred sheep, 
besides harts, and gazelles, and roebucks, and fatted fowl.”5 The mighty Queen was able to 
look upon the sitting of his servants; meaning the various orders and distinctions of his 
officers. She was able to conduct a pass and review of his ministers in attendance; meaning 
all the account of these and their attendance.  
 

“King Solomon was king over all Israel,2 and these were his high 
officials: Azariah the son of Zadok was the priest;3 Elihoreph and 
Ahijah the sons of Shisha were secretaries; Jehoshaphat the son of 
Ahilud was recorder;4 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in command of 
the army; Zadok and Abiathar were priests;5 Azariah the son of Nathan 
was over the officers; Zabud the son of Nathan was priest and king's 
friend;6 Ahishar was in charge of the palace; and Adoniram the son of 
Abda was in charge of the forced labor. 7 Solomon had twelve officers 
over all Israel, who provided food for the king and his household. Each 
man had to make provision for one month in the year.8 These were 
their names: Ben-hur, in the hill country of Ephraim;9 Ben-deker, in 
Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth-shemesh, and Elonbeth-hanan;10 Ben-hesed, in 
Arubboth (to him belonged Socoh and all the land of Hepher);11 Ben-
abinadab, in all Naphath-dor (he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon 
as his wife);12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all 
Beth-shean that is beside Zarethan below Jezreel, and from Beth-shean 
to Abel-meholah, as far as the other side of Jokmeam;13 Ben-geber, in 
Ramoth-gilead (he had the villages of Jair the son of Manasseh, which 
are in Gilead, and he had the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, sixty 
great cities with walls and bronze bars);14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in 
Mahanaim; 

 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
5 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 1 Kings 4:22-23. 
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15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali (he had taken Basemath the daughter of 
Solomon as his wife);16 Baana the son of Hushai, in Asher and 
Bealoth;17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar;18 Shimei the 
son of Ela, in Benjamin;19 Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the 
country of Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og king of Bashan. And 
there was one governor who was over the land.”6 

     The Queen of Sheba saw their apparel, peculiarity their robes and all their splendor and 
the costliness of them.  She further was able to look upon his cup and his cup-bearers.7Adam 
Clarke writes, “And his ascent by which he went up - It seems very strange that the steps to 
the temple should be such a separate matter of astonishment. The original is 
 which all the versions have translated, and the holocausts which he ותלעורשאהלעיתיבהוהי
offered in the house of the Lord. The Vulgate, Septuagint, Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic, all 
express this sense: so does the German translation of Luther, from which, in this place, we 
have most pitifully departed: And seine Brandopfer, die er in dem Hause des Herrn opferte; 
"And his burnt-offering which he offered in the house of the Lord." There was no more spirit 
in her in that she was overpowered with astonishment; she fainted. I have seen precisely the 
same effect produced; a lady who was herself an artist, viewing some exquisitely finished 
oriental paintings, was so struck with astonishment that she twice nearly fainted, and was 
obliged to leave the room. What happened to the queen of Sheba is a natural and not an 
uncommon effect which will be produced in a delicate sensible mind at the sight of rare and 
extraordinary productions of art.”8 In all this she profoundly exclaimed to the wise King 
Solomon, that the half has not been told. 

     King Solomon is no comparison to the Lord Jesus Christ, because the half has not been 
told. The Christ of the Bible, is God. He is Lord, He is the almighty and the great “I am.” He 
holds a threefold office through all ages and the half has not yet been told. Jesus is Priest, He 
is Prophet, and He is King. 
 
     Keep your place marked in I Kings 10, but turn over to the book of Matthew. In Matthew 
chapter twelve, Jesus is involved in a dialog with the Pharisees because they had just come 
up out of the wheat field from picking the corns of dry grain after that they were hungry, they 
had begun to pluck the corn and eat, because they were hungry. The Pharisees saw this, and 
now let us see the context to get the full meaning. As we hear our Lord’s response in this long 
discourse.  
 
__________________________________________  
6 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Kings 4:1-19. 
 
7 NOTE: The original ויקשמ mashkaiv may as well be applied to his beverage, or to his drinking utensils, as to his 
cup-bearers. Douglas Busby, Terry A. Armstrong, and Cyril F. Carr, A Reader’s Analytical Hebrew-English Lexicon of 
the Old Testament, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1989). 219. 
 
8 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on 1 Kings". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: November 18, 
2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/1-kings-10.html. 
 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/1-kings-10.html
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1. He is greater than the Temple. 
 

“At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and 
his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn and 
to eat. 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Behold, thy 
disciples do that which is not lawful to do upon the sabbath day. 3But 
he said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungred, and they that were with him; 4How he entered into the house 
of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, 
neither for them which were with him, but only for the priests?5 Or 
have ye not read in the law, how that on the sabbath days the priests in 
the temple profane the sabbath, and are blameless?6But I say unto you, 
That in this place is one greater than the temple. 
7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not 
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless.8 For the Son of 
man is Lord even of the sabbath day.”9 

 
     Did you catch that last part?  Look at what the Lord Jesus said in verse number six, “But I 
say unto you, that one greater than the temple is here.”10 Thomas Constable writes, “In Jesus’ 
argument the temple was greater than the Sabbath. However, now something greater than 
the temple was there, namely, Messiah, and specifically, His authority. Consequently, 
Messiah takes precedence over the Sabbath. The Pharisees not only mishandled the Law, but 
they also failed to perceive who Jesus was. As the temple’s authority shielded the priests 
from guilt, so Jesus" authority as Messiah shielded His disciples from guilt. Jesus was not 
comparing but contrasting the priests" authority and His authority.”11 And the half has not 
been told.  
 
     I say unto you, that in this place is one greater than the temple. Do you remember what I 
told you?  Jesus holds a threefold office: Jesus is Priest, He is Prophet, and He is King; and the 
half has not yet been told. He told the Pharisees here, that there is One, standing in this place 
that is greater than the temple. That Temple represents religion, everything that the  
 
     Pharisees based their traditions and beliefs in. That Temple represented the Law, and the 
priest. And I’m here today to tell you that we have One greater than any priest, because He is 
the Great High Priest. “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens;27 Who needeth not daily, as those 
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this He 
 
  
________________________________________                                                                        
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Matthew 12:1-8. 
 

10 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Matthew 12:6. 
 
11Thomas Constable, DD. "Commentary on Matthew". Expository Notes of Dr. Thomas Constable, 2012. Date 
Accessed: November 20, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/matthew-12.html. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/matthew-12.html
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did once, when he offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh men high priests which have 
infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, who is 
consecrated for evermore.”12  

 
     I Kings 10:4 tells us, “and when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and 
the house that he had built, His house, the temple.”13Oh but what does the Master say, “But 
I say unto you, that one greater than the temple is here.”14He did not say that the one is 
over yonder! He did not even say that the one that is greater is coming.  Oh but the Lord 
says that the One is here, and the half has not yet been told. 
 
     The Lord Jesus is better than all the rest. He is everything that He claims to be and a whole 
lot more. He is greater than the temple. The Queen of Sheba saw for herself, and there was 
no more spirit left in here, it was breath taking, she was swept off her feet. From the beauty 
and the splendor of the house of Solomon.  Now this is the Queen, this is someone who has 
lived in luxury. She does not live in a shack or tent herself, but when her eyes saw the house 
of King. Oh my, the half has not been told. 
 
      Oh, church aren’t you glad, that in my father’s house are many mansions. Glory! But His 
house today, His temple today, is not made with wood, stone or brick. It is made from the 
dust of the ground, flesh and blood, saved by grace that now God dwells inside. God’s got a 
temple here in me, and one upon in Glory. And the half has not yet been told. Jesus is Lord, 
and He is Greater than the Temple. 
 

2. He is greater than the Prophets. 
 
     Yes, Christ is greater than the prophets and the half has not been told. Look back over at I 
Kings chapter twelve.  “And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the 
attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which 
he went up unto the house of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her. ”15As it was with the 
Queen of Sheba, so it is with every spirit-taught and spirit-led soul, that has been brought to 
life by the One who is greater than. In our depraved state,16 the old man is brought to life and 
given a new divine nature by the power of regeneration.17The will, the emotions, the desires 
of the new man is brought to a knowledge and fear of the Lord.18 He is moved to praise, 
adoration, and worship of Christ and he is constantly made to know each day he learns more 
of His master, that the half has not been told. He is truly greater than the prophets. 
 
 
 

________________________________________                                        
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Hebrews 7:26-
28. 
 

13 Ibid., I Kings 10:4. 
 

14 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Matthew 12:6. 
 
15Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), I Kings 10:5. 
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     Remembering His threefold office as Priest, Prophet and King, now let us look back at 
Matthew chapter twelve.  Matthew writes, “But he answered and said unto them, An evil and 
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign 
of the prophet Jonas: 40 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 
shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of 
Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.”19 
 
     Even at the preaching of Johan the city of Nineveh repented, and they shall rise up in 
judgment against this generation Jesus said. However, there is one here that is greater than 
Jonan. Daniel Whedon writes, “Shall condemn it — The far superior example of the Ninevites 
shall reflect condemnation on the Jerusalemites. They repented — Though Jonah and Nineveh 
were a type of Jesus and Jerusalem, yet there is one point in which there is contrast rather 
than parallel. Nineveh repented on much less evidence. Jerusalem rejected the most 
beneficent miracles, persisted in sin, and died in impenitence. Thus did our Lord, in refusing 
a sign, give a sign and a witness.”20 The very one standing in their midst was the Lord Jesus, 
and He tells them, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. My friend the half has not been told.  
 
 
________________________________________                                                                                                                          
16NOTE: ‘depraved state’ - This concept and the teaching of this Biblical doctrine of the depraved state of man goes 
back and is recorded as early as the very beginning in the book of Genesis with the historical account of the flood.  
Dr. Kenneth Mathews writes in his Genesis Commentary speaking of man’s state as a result of Adam’s fall with the 
fallen, evil, wicked heart in their state of depravity is proven through the account before and after the flood of Noah.  
Mathews writes: “Both Genesis 6:5 and 8:21 have the words “inclination,” “his heart,” and “evil,” but 6:5 has the 
inclusive “every,” “only,” and “all.” In 6:5 the emphasis is on the unprecedented pervasiveness of sin, which deserved 
divine retribution, and in 8:21 God acknowledges that sin is a given with humanity and has ruled the human heart 
from the outset (i.e., Adam’s sin).” Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis Commentary 1-11 - Vol. 1A, (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 392.  
 

17 NOTE: Heath Lambert defines regeneration as the following: “Regeneration is the sovereign and invisible work of 
God the Holy Spirit transforming us from people who are opposed to him to people who love him.  This is the work 
of God that changes a general call into an effective call.  A person who hears the gospel preached and whose heart 
is not changed to love Christ has received the general call.  A person who hears the gospel and whose heart is 
changed to love Christ has received the effective call.  The Old Testament describes the changes of regeneration that 
occur in the New Covenant in Ezekiel 36:26-27.” Heath Lambert, A Theology of Biblical Counseling, (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 2016), 281. 
 
18 NOTE: The depravity of humanity effects the total being of a man. The heart of man (Jeremiah 13:23); the emotions 
(Mark 7:21-23); the will (Jeremiah 13:23); the mind (1 Corinthians 2:14); and the body (Romans 3:10-18). The 
unregenerate man is totally affected by sin and depravity in all that he is (Ephesians 2:1-5).  His depravity and inability 
necessitates the divine intervention of God in the work of regeneration.  It is through this work of regeneration a 
man is brought into a relationship with God.  
 
19Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Matthew 12:39-
41. 
 
20 Daniel Whedon, “Commentary on Matthew". Whedon's Commentary on the Bible, 1874-1909; Date Accessed: 
November 22, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/whe/matthew-12.html. 
 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/whe/matthew-12.html
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     Yes, my friend He is greater than the Prophets; as He stated, and, behold, a greater than 
Jonas is here, “and the half has not yet been told.” Lastly, not only is He greater than the 
temple; He is greater than the Prophets. Nevertheless, He is greater than the King. 
 

3. Greater than the King. 

     Look back at First Kings chapter ten: “And she said to the king, It was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.7 Howbeit I believed not the words, 
until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom 
and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.”21 Solomon was great, He was mighty and 
wonderful, took the breath, captured the mind and stole the heart of the Queen of Sheba, and 
the half has not yet been told. 

     The Queen of Sheba looks upon the entirety of all that she has been told of. It is interesting 
to note that she is amazed beyond measure. It is like she is proclaiming “I was really not told 
everything, and of what I was told I didn’t even believe it. I couldn’t believe of all that was 
told me, of all that was here until I saw it for myself. They didn’t even tell me half of the story. 
It’s fantastic, then she proclaims, “How blessed are your men, how blessed are these your 
servants who stand before you continually and hear your wisdom.”22 Oh my friend the half 
has not yet been told.  

     John Gill writes, “The men of Israel, that had a king over them so wise, so great, so good: 
happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom; 
who were now present, and to whom she pointed, and may respect not his nobles and 
courtiers only, but his menial servants, who had an opportunity of often hearing the wise 
sayings which dropped from his lips; and which no doubt were means of greatly improving 
their knowledge and understanding in things natural and divine.”23 Solomon is just a 
foreshadowing picture of the greatness of the Person of Christ when He comes to rule and 
reign as Sovereign Lord and King of the earth, and the half has not been told.  
 
     The Queen of Sheba acknowledges that Solomon’s greatness is not by his own doings but 
that of the Lord God as she exclaims, “Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in 
you and set you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made 
you king, that you may execute justice and righteousness.”24 
________________________________________                             
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Kings 10:6-7. 
 
22 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
1 Kings 10:8. 
 

23 John Gill, "Commentary on 1 Kings". The New John Gill Exposition of the Entire Bible, 1999, Date Accessed: 23 
November 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/geb/1-kings-10.html. 
 
24English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
1 Kings 10:9. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/geb/1-kings-10.html
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     Oh, but the One, our Priest, our Prophet and our King, what does He say to the Pharisees 
in Matthew 12? “The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, 
and shall condemn it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon; and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here.”25 
 
     John Calvin writes, “The queen of the south. As Ethiopia lies in a southerly direction from 
Judea, I willingly concur with Josephus and other writers, who assert that she was the queen 
of Ethiopia. In sacred history she is called the queen of Sheba, (“The queen of Sheba heard of 
Solomon’s fame, so she came to test Solomon with difficult questions at Jerusalem with a 
very large entourage, with camels bearing spices, gold in abundance, and precious stones. 
She came to Solomon and spoke with him about everything that was on her mind”).26We 
must not suppose this Sheba to be the country of Saba, which rather lay toward the east, but 
a town situated in Meroe, an island on the Nile, which was the metropolis of the kingdom. 
Here, too, we must attend to the points of contrast. A woman, who had not been at all 
educated in the school of God, was induced, by the desire of instruction, to come from a 
distant region to Solomon, an earthly king; while the Jews, who had been instructed in the 
divine law, reject their highest and only teacher, the Prince of all the prophets. The word 
condemn relates not to the persons, but to the fact itself, and the example which it yields.”27 
In thus the Lord is showing that even the Queen of Sheba will serve a witness in the day of 
judgment against this generation.  
 
     Christ pointed out there was one here greater than the temple, demonstrating His office 
as the Great High Priest. Yet the half has not been told. Then He illustrated through Johan 
and King Solomon of His offices as Prophet and King, yet the half has not been told. Thomas 
Constable writes, “By referring to Jonah the same way He referred to the Queen of the South, 
Jesus strongly supported the view that Jonah was a historical person. The Queen of the South 
was the Queen of Sheba (1 Kings 10:1-13). She came from the Arabian Peninsula that for the 
Jews was the end of the earth (cf. Jeremiah 6:20; Joel 3:8). She visited Jerusalem because of 
reports about Solomon’s great wisdom that had reached her ears. The something greater 
than Solomon was Messiah, the embodiment of divine wisdom. The queen would join the 
Ninevites in condemning the unbelievers of Jesus" day because they failed to acknowledge 
one with greater wisdom than Song of Solomon, as well as one with a greater message than 
Jonah. Jesus was greater than Solomon in His Wisdom of Solomon, wealth, and works. In both 
of Jesus’ comparisons Gentiles responded, and Jews did not. Such had been the case in Jesus" 
ministry so far, and this would continue. The proud scribes and Pharisees undoubtedly 
resented Jesus comparing them unfavorably with Gentiles.”28 

 

________________________________________                             
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Matthew 12:42. 
 
26Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB, (Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2004), 2 Chronicles 9:1. 
 
27  John Calvin, "Commentary on Matthew". Calvin's Commentary on the Bible, 1840-57. Date Accessed: November 
24, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/matthew-12.html. 
 
28 Thomas Constable, DD. "Commentary on Matthew 12". Expository Notes of Dr. Thomas Constable, 2012: Date 
Accessed: November 24, 2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/matthew-12.html. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/matthew-12.html
http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dcc/matthew-12.html
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     The Lord Jesus has exclaimed emphatically that it is He, Himself that is better than the 
religious system of the Jewish people represented by the priests. “Yet I say to you that in this 
place there is One greater than the temple.”29 His office as our great High Priest. By using 
Johan as an actual historical figure in representing the prophet, Jesus is better than they. In 
stating, “The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall 
condemn it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, a greater than Jonah is 
here.”30 His office as Prophet.31 By our Lord referencing the wise and rich King Solomon, He 
is showing His role as King and that He is greater than King Solomon. “The queen of the South 
will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came from the ends 
of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is 
here.”32 Pointing to His office as King. He is our great High Priest, our Prophet, and our King, 
the LORD Jesus Christ; “and the half has not yet been told.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________        
29 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Matthew 12:6. 
 
30 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Matthew 12:41. 
 
31 NOTE: “I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever 
will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.” Holy Bible – King James 
Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Deuteronomy 18:18-19. 
 
32English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Matthew 12:42. 
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