
INTANGIBLE GIFTS 

 

“Intangible Gifts” that money can’t buy, paper can’t wrap, and ribbons can’t dress up. 

Every now and again my wife trusts me with a shopping list, and usually she is disappointed 

with the results.  Why?  Because any number of things go wrong when a man has a shopping 

list. 

1. We come back with things that weren’t on the list. 

2. We come back without things that are on the list. 

3. If you’re me, both of those things.  Plus I have the distinct possibility of coming back 

having bought the wrong thing, then the right thing, and forgetting to bring the right 

thing home with me after purchasing it.   

That’s grocery shopping.  Never mind Christmas shopping. 

Well, this Christmas I’m thinking about shopping and the gifts we give.  You try to get things 

for people that they need or that they want.  You do your best, and sometimes you hit the 

mark and sometimes you don’t.   

The day after tomorrow is one of the biggest shopping days of the year.  It will be the day 

when people take stuff back and keep the money or try to get what they really want. 

Now, think for a moment about the Christmas we’re all trying to celebrate.  God giving us 

Jesus Christ and all that entails. 

The gift that God gave us is a gift of gifts.  In other words, it’s a gift that once received has a 

whole bunch of other gifts inside of it.  And none of them leave us disappointed or looking for 

the receipt so we can take them back. 

But also, none of these gifts can be received any other way.  You can’t find them in a store.  

You can’t wrap them up with pretty paper.  And you can’t dress them up with bows.  But they 

are gifts that everyone needs. 

Imagine, if you will, being sent out with a shopping list and at the top of the list is: 

 

 Gift Item #1: Forgiveness  

In Matthew 1 we read that the angel told Joseph to name the child in Mary’s womb Jesus, 

which means “savior” because He will save His people from their sins. 



People live their lives estranged from God by their sin.  Sometimes pretty wrecked by their sin.  

Often times hurting others because of sin.  And a load of guilt, shame, regret, etcetera piles 

up. 

God’s gift to us through faith in Jesus Christ, one very important gift, is the gift of forgiveness. 

Now go to the mall, the department store or Amazon.com and try to buy some forgiveness for 

yourself or for someone else.   

You’ll feel like a man in a grocery store who doesn’t know where to find it, what it looks like, or 

what a good substitute would be if you give up.  Then he has just added something else he 

needs to be forgiven for, right? 

 

Second on the list –    

Gift item #2: Liberation from Sin 

There is forgiveness for sin in Christ and that lifts a mighty load.  But also there is liberation 

from the power sin has over us.   Not from the attraction necessarily, but from the dominion 

of sin. 

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of 

us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore 

buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 If we have been 

united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 

resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of 

sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7 because 

anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe 

that we will also live with him. 

The gift of a new more promising and fulfilling and free life is opened up to us through God’s 

gift to us of Jesus Christ.   

And this gift is not for sale.  It comes with salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

The list of gifts like this is a mile long but let me talk about a couple more. 

 

  



Gift item #3: Eternal Hope 

Hope beyond the grave.  Have you seen any advertisements for that gift?  There is only One 

who has demonstrated power over the grave.  And it’s the One God gave to the world through 

Mary and Joseph. 

On the third day, after He died for us to purchase our forgiveness and pay for our sin, He rose 

from the dead.   

What hope could we have that Jesus could offer eternal life if He Himself didn’t have power 

over death?  But what hope we do have because He did!   If He could raise Himself while dead, 

can He not deliver us through death while alive? 

Jesus said I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in Me shall live even though he 

dies.  John 11.   

 

Conclusion: 

I’ve never heard of anyone taking these gifts back.  But I have heard of people turning them 

down.  They need them.  But if you love your sin too much you might find yourself turning 

away.   

But if you are tired of carrying guilt around; If you’re tired of being controlled and dominated 

by sinfulness, which by the way is hard to realize is happening until you try to get free; If you’d 

like to be able to live your life free from the threat of death with the hope that death can’t 

win; then you need the real gift of Christmas. 

And you can’t purchase it with money, or by being a good person, or by laboring in any way.  It 

must be received by faith.  It’s a gift, but you can only open God’s gift with faith in Christ, 

repentance from your sin, and surrender of your will.   

He wants you to give yourself to Him. 

 

  



 


