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Prayer:  Father, we just again thank you and praise you for this 

time, for this season, for the freedom that we have  to literally go 

and tell it on the mountain.  We are just amazed th at we have that 

freedom and ability to be able to gather together.  We know that 

our brothers and sisters around the world don't hav e that same 

freedom and so we pray for each and every brother a nd sister who is 

naming the name of Christ this morning at some cost , we just pray 

your continued grace, strength and wisdom for them.   And we pray 

this morning, Lord, for ourselves as we indulge our selves with that 

privilege you've given us, that you would also give  us the 

privilege of the presence of your Holy Spirit, Lord .  Without your 

Spirit, these are just mere words, and so we pray y ou would come 

and accompany your word and give it unction and giv e it power, we 

pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Luke, the second chapter, verses 8 through 14 says:   And in the 

same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.  And an angel of the Lor d appeared to 



them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

fil led with great fear.  And the angel said to them , "Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that wil l be for all the 

people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a  sign for you:  

you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths an d lying in a 

manger."  And suddenly there was with the angel a m ultitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying, "Glory to Go d in the 

highest, and on earth peace among those with whom h e is pleased!"  

I think most of us are familiar with this passage o f scripture that 

describes a group of shepherds suddenly being visit ed by a 

multitude of creatures that were not from this eart h.  And I can't 

imagine what it must have been like to suddenly see  the entire 

heaven lit up with the multitude of the heavenly ho st praising God 

and saying, "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace amo ng 

those with whom he is pleased!"   

This is really part three of our three-part series on Christmas and 

it's all about glory.  Hark the herald angels sing,  glory to the 

newborn king.  And we've spent the last three weeks  looking at 

glory from three different perspectives.  We've loo ked at glory 

defined and according to John Piper it is -- quote -- "The public 

display of the infinite beauty and worth of God."  We've looked at 
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glory denied by examining seven different aspects o f the glory that 

Christ gave up in order to become one of us.  And t o do that, we 

went to the final book of the Bible where there's m yriad thousands 

of thousands and they're praising and glorifying th e Lord Jesus 

Christ, and they say:  The lamb who was slaughtered is worthy to 

receive power and riches and wisdom and strength an d honor and 

glory and blessing!   And those are seven of the attributes of 

Christ that he willingly forsook in order to become  the little baby 

that we celebrate at Christmas, and that we did las t week.  And so 

having defined glory and seeing just what it is of Christ's glory 

that he denied to be here, we now want to focus on Christmas itself 

as the ultimate delivery of God's plan for his glor y.  And once 

again, it, that is glory, is the ultimate display o f God's infinite 

beauty and worth.  

So this morning we want to go to Christmas at sort of a ten 

thousand-foot level.  And what I really want to do this morning is 

attempt to answer this question:  Why were the ange ls so fil led 

with praise that night that they literally lit up t he sky with 

their praise and glory for Christ?  And the quick a nswer is that 

once again, they saw God delivering glory and it's something that 

he has done since the fall of Adam in the garden.  You see, God 

causes all things to work together for good, and he re the shepherds 

are watching the angels respond to God's ability to  do just that.  
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I mean, there's a verse in scripture that I hope by  now most of us 

have committed to memory, because we say it so ofte n around here, 

and it's Romans 8:28:  All things work together for good to those 

who love God, to those who are the called according  to his purpose.   

And again, we want to ask that question, how does G od do that?  

Well, let me mention another verse that is also mon umental, and it 

goes along with Romans 8:28.  It's a very famous li ne that was 

spoken by Joseph when he confronts his brothers who  had thrown him 

down a well and thought he was dead.  To make a ver y long story 

short, his brothers hated the fact that Joseph was their father's 

favorite and they actually wanted to kill him, but instead they 

threw him into a well and basically they forgot abo ut him.  They 

didn't know that God causes all things, including w icked, evil 

things, to work together for good.  Little did they  know the twists 

and the turns that Joseph's life took from being ta ken out of the 

well and being sold into slavery and then through a n astounding 

series of events being brought before the king to b ecome vice 

regent over all of Egypt.  Meanwhile Joseph's broth ers are starving 

as a massive drought has gripped the entire region.   They're forced 

literally by starvation to go to Egypt for food and  to reconnect 

with Joseph who they think is dead.  They have no i dea that God has 

once again taken this evil deed that they had done and worked it 

for good.  And again, I'm condensing a very, very l ong story to a 

very short response, but I want to get right to the  principle that 
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the angels that Christmas night are praising God fo r.  After 

Joseph's brothers reconnect with him after much tea rs and much 

recriminations, Joseph delivers a famous line that sums up 

everything that happens in his brothers' life and i n his life as 

well.  It 's Genesis 50:20,  he says:  As for you, you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good.   And the principle is this, 

the principle is God is so wise, he is so powerful and so 

incredibly beyond our ability to grasp, that he can  take any evil 

thing that we are capable of doing and turn it arou nd and use it 

for good.  So the principle is what man intends for  evil, God can 

superintend for good.  What does this have to do wi th Christmas?  

Well, the angels there were singing that night, the y're praising 

God for his ultimate display of his infinite beauty  and worth that 

the birth of Jesus is, because it's the culmination  of that very 

principle that God states over and over again in sc ripture.  It is 

a principle that can guide your life and my life.  I mean, just 

imagine being able to live your life fully convince d that God is so 

sovereign and so powerful that he's capable of turn ing anything 

that people or circumstance might do in your life t hat might be bad 

into something that will eventually be good.  That' s the principle 

that God's illustrating over and over again.  And t he Christmas 

story is simply the culmination of God's ability to  do just that.  

What it said in Joseph's life and what it can say i n each of our 

lives is that God will never, never get you around bad things and 
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certainly there were plenty of those in Joseph's li fe, that if you 

have a relationship with Jesus Christ, he can take any of those bad 

things that happen in life and make them work toget her for good. 

So what I want to do this morning is view Christmas  from the ten 

thousand-foot level to see how God can transform ex traordinarily 

bad things into miraculously good things for his gl ory.  That's why 

the angels were glorifying God in heaven before the  shepherds.  So 

we're going to be looking at Christmas to see the u ltimate display 

of God's infinite beauty and worth in three reflect ions of God's 

glory predicted, of God's glory provided for, and G od's glory 

performed as God delivers his glory on Christmas.  We want to see 

everything that leads up to the angels' presentatio n to the 

shepherds as a series literally bad things turned i nto good things 

that God is accomplishing.  And what I want us to s ee is that God's 

superintending power is one of the most glorious th ings about him, 

and that's what the angels are celebrating that Chr istmas Eve.  

So first I want to look at God's glory predicted, a nd to do that, 

we need to go back to the very beginning, to Adam a nd Eve, and to 

their decision to throw their lot in with the snake  instead of with 

the God who had given them everything.  I mean, the y were literally 

in paradise, having dominion over all of nature, fu lfil ling 

precisely what God had created them for when they d ecided that the 
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l ies of a snake were more convincing than the truth  of the God who 

had given them everything.  

You know, atheists love to point out that Christian s are so whacky 

that they actually believe in a talking snake.  Wel l, we do indeed 

believe that there was a serpent who lied to the fi rst humans who 

ever lived, but to be fair, we Christians also marv el at the 

wackiness of anyone who would believe that the univ erse was created 

out of nothing by nothing when infinite matter expl oded.  And so if 

I have to choose between a talking snake and explod ing infinite 

matter guided by nothing, I'm going with the talkin g snake.  This 

is what happened.  It's Genesis 3:1 .  It says:  Now the serpent was 

more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made.  He said to the woman, "Did God actually say,  'You shall not 

eat of any tree in the garden'?"  And the woman sai d to the 

serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in t he garden, but 

God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tr ee that is in 

the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it , lest you 

die.'"  But the serpent said to the woman, "You wil l not surely 

die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your ey es will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  So when 

the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 

delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be des ired to make one 

wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also g ave some to her 
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husband who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eye s of both were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked.  And th ey sewed fig 

leaves together and made themselves loincloths.   

That one sin caused the absolute collapse of Adam a nd Eve's 

perfection, fundamentally transforming their nature  and the nature 

of every subsequent offspring, including you and me .  I mean, it's 

called original sin for a reason, and every one of us has been born 

with that sin which gives us the very same rebel he art towards God 

that Adam had.  The Christmas story actually starts  in the book of 

Genesis with God's response to Adam and Eve's rebel lion.  I mean, 

that was the very first bad thing that God was goin g to turn into a 

good thing.  And God was clearly not taken by surpr ise by the fall 

of Adam and the astounding thing is that he knew be fore Adam even 

breathed the price that he would have to pay for gi ving Adam that 

absolute freedom would be a cross.  

After Adam and Eve are confronted by God in the gar den, God makes 

an astounding prediction.  This is Genesis 3:13.  It says:  Then 

the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?"  

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate ."  The LORD God 

said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, c ursed are you 

above all l ivestock and above all beasts of the fie ld; on your 

belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your 
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l ife.  I will put enmity between you and the woman,  and between 

your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise y our head, and 

you shall bruise his heel."   So God tells the serpent that he and 

the woman are going to become bitter enemies and so  will her 

offspring and his offspring.  And then he says, spe aking of one 

particular offspring of one particular woman, "He shall bruise your 

head, and you shall bruise his heel."   Here we find God already 

preparing to deliver the glory of Christmas by taki ng a very bad 

thing that Adam and Eve did and turning it into a g ood thing that 

he does.  All the way back in the Garden of Eden, G od announces his 

response to Adam's sin.  He says the offspring of a  woman will 

bruise the head of the serpent, and in so doing wil l have his own 

heel bruised as well, of course referring to Jesus crushing Satan's 

head at the cross while suffering the bruising of h is heel in the 

process.  And there's one thing that I can't help b ut notice in all 

of this, particularly in an era where feminism is c onstantly on the 

attack and the role of women and Christianity is co nstantly being 

libeled, is that according to God's great plan, the  salvation of 

mankind has absolutely nothing to do with the male of the species.  

It's amazing, but the singular honor of giving fles h to God himself 

rests with the female side of the equation and not with the male.  

Jesus came to earth through the egg of Mary and the  seed of God 

himself.  No male involved here at all.  I mean, yo u could 

certainly make the case that God gave the ultimate privilege of 
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partnering with him in rescuing humanity not to men  but to women, 

to a woman alone.  And thousands of years after God  makes this 

pronouncement, we read in Luke 1:26:  In the sixth month the angel 

Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee name d Nazareth, to a 

virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the house of 

David.  And the virgin's name was Mary.  And he cam e to her and 

said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with y ou!"   God had 

made an incredible prediction about the glory that would flow from 

this terrible act of defiance by Adam and Eve.  So Gabriel begins 

the process of making the prediction take on flesh.   But we're 

getting ahead of ourselves here.  We need to go bac k into the 

history a bit that brought us to Gabriel's announce ment.  

God's pronouncement in the garden of the glory of C hristmas 

predicted is directly followed by the glory of God' s providence 

provided.  And by "providence," we mean God's selec tive guidance of 

the affairs of mankind so that human free will is m aintained while 

the absolute sovereign will of God goes forward.  T hat's just a 

longwinded way of saying that God takes every singl e bad thing that 

mankind intends and he superintends those bad thing s to work 

together for good to those who love him, and who ar e called 

according to his purpose.  So God's providential pl an was to take a 

man, just a man, an idol worshiper from Ur of the C haldees, a guy 

by the name of Abraham, and through him form a grea t nation that 
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eventually would give rise to the Messiah, God beco me man.  God 

chooses Abraham and he tells him that his offspring  is going to one 

day outnumber the stars in the sky, even though Abr aham at this 

time and his wife Sarah are barren.  25 years after  God tells 

Abraham he will bear a son, the promise is fulfil le d in his son 

Isaac.  And you've probably heard it before, Abraha m begets Isaac 

who begets Jacob who begets Joseph, who gave us tha t great 

principle what man intends for evil, God superinten ds for good.  

And we know that eventually we will arrive at the g eneration that's 

going to produce the ultimate good, which is God hi mself in the 

flesh.  And so we go from Abraham to Isaac to Jacob , generation to 

generation to generation, and in each case we come across human 

beings making tragic mistakes, sometimes out of the ir own weakness, 

sometimes out of their own sinful intentions, and a gain and again, 

we see God taking something intended for bad, super intending that 

same thing for good.  That includes even the geneal ogies that 

sometimes seem endless in scripture.  I mean, one t hing you may 

notice from the Old Testament is that there are gen ealogies 

everywhere.  God treats these family histories as e normously 

important because they trace out God's superintendi ng hand in the 

affairs of his people.  And probably the best examp le of that is 

the genealogy of Jesus.  The New Testament genealog y of Jesus 

traces his line all the way back to Adam.  And once  again, it 

demonstrates God's sovereign ability to take bad th ings and 
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superintend them for good.  If you look at the New Testament, 

you'll find that there are really two different acc ounts of Jesus' 

genealogy that appear because they trace two differ ent people.  

There's one in Luke's gospel and it's of Joseph.  T he other is in 

Matthew gospel and it's of Mary.  They have two dif ferent starting 

points and they focus on two different parts of the  genealogical 

line.  Luke goes from Joseph which is Jesus's stepf ather, Luke goes 

from Joseph backwards all the way to Adam.  And Mat thew goes from 

Abraham all the way forward to Jesus and it ends wi th Mary.  You 

know, Matthew 1:16 , it ends with Mary, the mother of Jesus, who is 

called the Messiah.   Well, you don't do that.  Normally genealogies 

don't go through females, they go through males.  T his is a highly 

unusual ending to a genealogy that it ends with Mar y, a female.  

And once again, you can make the case that God uses  even 

genealogies to point out that he can take something  bad and make 

something good out of it.  And the bad thing in thi s case happens 

to occur in the line of Mary.  Mary's genealogical line in 

Matthew's gospel has an entry by the name of Jehoia kim or 

Jechoniah.  It 's the same nasty guy.  It occurs in Matthew 1:11 , it 

says:  Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtie l the 

father of Zerubbabel.   Well, this fellow Jechoniah was a king of 

Israel who was uniquely cursed of God.  The curse o ccurs in 

Jeremiah 22 , it says:  Thus says the LORD:  "Write this man down as 

childless, a man who shall not success in his days,  for none of his 
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offspring shall succeed in sitting on the throne of  David and 

ruling again in Judah."   Now sceptics claim, well, this obviously 

rules Jesus out as Messiah because his line through  Mary is cursed 

and it says right there, he will never sit on the l ine of the 

throne of David.  Well, that's got to qualify as a bad thing.  

However, scripture also points out in Luke's geneal ogy of Jesus's 

stepfather Joseph, that Joseph was of the house and  the lineage of 

David and that he was legally a part of David's lin e.  Now his line 

did not have the curse of Jehoiakim because he was from a different 

branch entirely.  Same trunk, different branch.  An d so Joseph had 

the legal right to the throne but he didn't have th e biological or 

natural right because his seed had nothing to do wi th Jesus being 

formed in Mary's womb.  But Mary's line had the nat ural right to 

birth the Messiah because it was her humanity that conferred 

Jesus's human nature, and again she didn't have the  legal right 

because her line was cursed.  So God puts Mary and Joseph uniquely 

together in marriage and you wind up with Jesus, th e Messiah, 

inheriting the legal right to the throne of David f rom his 

stepfather Joseph and the biological or natural rig ht to the throne 

of David from his actual father, God in heaven, thr ough Mary.  So 

once again we see God doing the impossible.  He sup erintends the 

bad that man intends for the good that he intends.  And again, 

that's why the angels are singing at night as the s hepherds are 

watching in awe, they're witnessing God's glory pre dicted in the 
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Garden of Eden, provided for in the history of his chosen people 

and now they're singing about God's glory performed .  See, to 

perform something is to take something from an idea  into an action.  

We say faith by itself, if it doesn't have works, is dead  because 

simple intent, well, that's not enough.  And approx imately 2,018 

years ago God performed what he had predicted he wo uld do thousands 

of years previously.  And it was no easy task and G od's providence 

was put to the test as God once again turns a bad t hing into a good 

thing.  The bad thing in this case was a decree tha t Caesar had 

decided to issue.  It's in Luke 2 .  It says:  In those days a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the w orld should be 

registered.  This was the first registration when Q uirinius was 

Governor of Syria.  And all went to be registered, each to his own 

town.   Well, Mary and Joseph lived in the town of Nazare th.  So 

they learn, under penalty of the law, Joseph finds out he has to go 

to his hometown in order to register for the census .  So they have 

to undertake this arduous journey in order to fulfi l l a legal 

requirement which is, again, a bad thing because th eir hometown is 

90 miles away.  Just imagine having to go -- you tr y it -- having 

to go from here to Kingston by mule in the winterti me, and you have 

to recognize that back in that area -- if it was wi ntertime which 

we're not positive, but we think it was wintertime -- if it was 

wintertime, oftentimes you have daytime temperature s in the 

mid-30s, freezing nights, and lots and lots of rain .  See, the good 
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thing that God superintended through Caesar's procl amation was an 

answer to the ancient prophesy that was absolutely crucial for Mary 

and Joseph to go.  I don't know if they knew about this prophesy 

that Micah had made many years before but the proph et said this in 

Micah 5:12 , he said:  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 

little to be among the clans of Judah, from you sha ll come forth 

for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose comi ng forth is from 

of old, from ancient days.   See, the bad thing is Mary and Joseph 

had to take this arduous journey in order to meet t his legal 

requirement.  The good part, good thing is, whether  they know it or 

not, they're fulfil l ing a prophesy made long ago by  the prophet 

Micah, because Mary and Joseph's ancestral hometown  just happens to 

be Bethlehem.  Luke 2  says:  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of  David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and l ineage of David, 

to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.   

Now, I suppose that God could have sent an angel to  tell Mary and 

Joseph, hey, you're going to have to go to Bethlehe m and you have 

to go there because the prophet Micah prophesied th at the Messiah 

would be born there, but instead, what we see is Go d sovereignly 

guiding the hands of history, so that any kind of i ntent, whether 

it's bad or sinful or just stupid or ignorant, or w hatever it is, 

it's always going to be superintended by God for hi s ends.  
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Proverbs 21  tells us:  The king's heart is a stream of water in the 

hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will.   

See, the lesson of Christmas for all of us individu ally is that God 

can take anything, anything in your life that you m ay think is a 

bad thing or an out-of-control thing, something tha t is not good 

and he can superintend that for good.  He's done it  hundreds of 

millions of times in the lives of his people, and h e's 

demonstrating in the Christmas story the very same thing and he 

wants you to recognize that this is a truth that ca n transform your 

life.  Just imagine believing that your life was so  important to 

God that he would take every single thing that take s place in it 

and use it in some way for good.  And that's exactl y what God is 

promising us.  Now, the good that God is speaking o f is not the 

health, wealth, and prosperity gospel that so many are telling us 

about today, it is something of far greater value t han that.  What 

God is promising us is that every single thing that  takes place in 

your life is going to pull you towards one particul ar goal, and 

that is to shape and to mold you into the very imag e of God's Son, 

the one who came on Christmas, the one who came not  as an icon of 

health, wealth, and prosperity but as someone who c ame to die.  

God's providence brought him to that moment and God 's protection 

will keep him from harm as well.  I mean, the lesso n of Christmas 

is that God's sovereign ability to superintend good  out of any bad 
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includes his promise to protect us like he protecte d his own Son.  

You know, it's been well said, if you are a child o f God, you have 

absolute and complete protection from God.  You are  immortal till 

the moment you die.  I mean Psalm 139  tells us that every one of 

our days are numbered according to God.  It says:  All of the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before on e of them came 

to be.   What that tells us is that God knows the precise moment of 

our birth and the precise moment of our death, and nothing, nothing 

can superintend God's will for either of those date s.  

A few years ago Davage Armstrong walked into a McDo nald's with his 

son.  And as he walked into the McDonald's, he was confronted by a 

psychotic man who pointed a gun directly in his fac e, and he wound 

up firing five times at pointblank range and each t ime the gun 

misfired.  The man ran out of the McDonald's into t he parking lot 

where he started firing wildly and this time the gu n worked 

perfectly, the bullets harming no one.  The detecti ve looked at the 

gun.  They could find absolutely nothing wrong with  it.  Then they 

looked at the surveillance tape and it proved that five separate 

times at pointblank range the gun was fired and mis fired.  

Mr. Armstrong wisely attributed the misfires to God  giving him a 

second chance, and a third and a fourth and a fifth .  I attribute 

it to the fact that no one leaves this earth prior to the time that 

God has established for him or her, because God is that sovereign 
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and that much in control.  

And as we look at the Christmas season and the Chri stmas story, we 

see Jesus entering into human flesh in a time that was fil led with 

human peril.  I mean, it wasn't a psychotic McDonal d's patron who 

was after him though, it was Satan himself, the rul er of this 

world.  Jesus was in more peril than any human bein g has ever been 

in the history of mankind.  But again, you got to u nderstand, 

there's no amount of peril that will ever be a matc h for God.  And 

the enemy, either the snake himself or his offsprin g, knew what a 

threat this child was going to be.  Ever since the fall of Adam and 

Eve, Satan has successfully plunged this world into  darkness and he 

knew that Jesus was here to destroy his kingdom and  his works 

through the cross.  For many, many years, many cent uries, Satan has 

ruled as the ruler of this world.  That's a title t hat Jesus 

himself gave Satan in John 14.  So as Jesus is abou t to make his 

entrance into the world, the enemy begins whisperin g in the ear of 

King Herod.  We read about it in Matthew 2.  It says:  Now after 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of  Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, s aying, "Where is 

he who has been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him."  When Herod the  king heard 

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling 

all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he  inquired of 
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them where the Christ was to be born.  They told hi m, "In Bethlehem 

of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  "'A nd you, O 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means le ast among the 

rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler wh o will shepherd 

my people Israel.'"   

Mary and Joseph are providentially in Bethlehem, an d they're there 

by virtue of a pagan ruler named Quirinius who thou ght he's simply 

demanding a census.  But they're in grave danger by  virtue of 

another king, a so-called ruler of the Jews named H erod.  Matthew 

2:7  goes on to say:  Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had appear ed.  And he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligentl y for the child, 

and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 

worship him." 

Well, the wise men didn't know it but we know it an d God knew that 

that was indeed a lie, that it was a ruse concocted  by Herod to 

find Jesus and kill him.  It was a ruse that God wo uld frustrate.  

It says:  After listening to the king, they went on their way .  And 

behold, the star that they had seen when it rose we nt before them 

until it came to rest over the place where the chil d was.  When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with g reat joy.  And 

going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
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they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening th eir treasures, 

they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and m yrrh.   

Now there's deep symbolism in the gifts that the Ma gi brought to 

Jesus.  I mean, the gold symbolized the kingship of  Jesus.  The 

frankincense was an incredibly expensive reminder o f the priestly 

role that Jesus would have.  Isaiah in Isaiah 60  points out the 

gifts that these were gifts fit for a king, he says :  And all from 

Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and procl aiming the 

praise of the LORD.   But Isaiah in that passage only names two out 

of three of those gifts.  He doesn't mention what w as by far the 

most telling of the gifts that the Magi brought, an d that was 

myrrh.  See, myrrh was a very costly spice but it w as exclusively 

associated with death.  I mean, it was the spice th at was used to 

wrap bodies in after death.  It was the 21st centur y equivalent of 

embalming fluid.  See, the birth of Jesus is focuse d on the death 

of Jesus.  I simply can't imagine how Mary responde d to this third 

gift, but once again, I know why the angels were pr aising God's 

glory.  God was using the Magi to symbolize his ult imate ability to 

turn the ultimate evil into something of ultimate g ood.  

Now the ultimate evil in the universe is that we hu man beings would 

take the one person who's ever lived among us flawl essly, the only 

one who's ever lived perfectly committed to the ide a that the most 
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important thing in life was to love the Lord his Go d with all of 

his heart, mind, soul and strength and to love his neighbor as 

himself, there's only one person who ever did that and he did it 

perfectly.  And for that, we slaughtered him, we mo cked him, and 

then we started slapping him and then we spit in hi s face and then 

we started punching him over and over again and the n we stripped 

him and we put a crown of thorns on his head in ord er to mock the 

idea that he would be a king, and then we flogged h im, and then we 

put him on display.  But that only made things wors e, that only fed 

our bloodlust, as we cried, "Crucify him, crucify him!  May his 

blood be on us and on our children."   That's what we did.  Now I'm 

not saying this to either exonerate us or to drown us in guilt but 

to simply point out that the cross was the most evi l thing that has 

ever been done in the history of mankind.  There wa s never a person 

more innocent or a punishment more sinfully inflict ed than the 

cross.  The cross is also the greatest example of t he sovereign 

power of God.  Why were the angels so fil led with p raise for God's 

glory that they lit up the sky?  They knew what we also can know as 

we learn and grow by studying God's word, that is t hat God alone is 

capable of taking the most hideous evil that mankin d could ever 

intend and to superintend it for the greatest good humanity will 

ever know.  A child born in a manger would grow int o a perfect man, 

leading a perfect life, all so that he could lay th at life down for 

us at the cross.  And there Jesus Christ exchanged his perfect 
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righteousness for our sin so that we could stand be fore the throne 

of his justice, clothed in his righteousness, inste ad of our own 

wretchedness.  God made it crystally clear in scrip ture that Jesus 

came to earth not to be a great leader or a philoso pher or a 

teacher, but to be the one and only sacrifice for o ur sins.  

Galatians 4:4  says:  But when the set time had fully come, God sent 

his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to re deem those under 

the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.   That's the 

essence of the glory of God.  That's God's beauty a nd worth and 

it's never been more fully revealed than in the red emption plan God 

birthed at Christmas.  And the picture God paints i n scripture is 

of Glory's prediction in the Garden of Eden.  "I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspri ng and her 

offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall  bruise his 

heel."   And that's followed by God's providence in the li ves of his 

chosen people.  As for you, you mean evil against me, but God meant  

it for good, because all things work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to his purpose, which 

leads to God's glory performed as the angels tell t he shepherds:  

"And this will be a sign for you:  You will find a baby wrapped in 

swaddling cloths and lying in a manger."  And sudde nly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host pra ising God and 

saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

those with whom he is pleased!"   See, the heavens lit up with 
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praise because the angels saw Christmas from far mo re than ten 

thousand feet.  They saw unfolding before them in t his little tiny 

town in Bethlehem the final phase of God's glory pe rformed.  It 

says:  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign:  T he virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and will cal l him Immanuel.   

And if Glory defined is the public display of the i nfinite worth 

and beauty of God, then Christmas itself was its ul timate public 

display.  If Glory denied is the emptying of God's power and riches 

and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and ble ssing, then that 

baby born in that barn in Bethlehem says everything  about the 

servant heart of God.  And if Glory delivered is th e essence of 

Christmas, then we need to join the angels and decl are along with 

Isaiah:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, an d the 

government will be on his shoulders.  And he will b e called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father , Prince of 

Peace.  Of the greatness of his government and peac e there will be 

no end.  He will reign on David's throne and over h is kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it with justice and righ teousness from 

that time on and forever.  The zeal of the LORD Alm ighty will 

accomplish this.   Let's pray.  

Father, we just marvel at your power, we marvel at your beauty, we 

marvel at who you are and what you've accomplished.   And Lord, you 
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have indeed taken the most hideous evil that we cou ld ever commit 

and turned it into the most glorious goodness that mankind could 

ever see, and we praise you and we thank you for le tting us 

understand even a fraction of what it is you accomp lished at 

Christmas.  We get, to a tiny extent, why the angel s were praising 

you, why the sky lit up with praise at your glory.  And we pray, 

Lord, as this Christmas season unfolds, you would g ive us the 

ability to not just understand that but communicate  that, that we 

might share in that glory, that we might see you gl orified and that 

we might see your kingdom advanced.  And we pray th is in Jesus' 

name.  Amen. 
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