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Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the 
churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 1 Corinthians 16:1 

 

Chapter 16 begins with a new thought which Paul has carefully placed after the 
great hope of the believer, the resurrection. He has given many instructions so far 
in this epistle concerning doctrine. He will continue this in part during this 
chapter, but it will also be a final chapter of greetings and exhortations.  

 

And so he begins with "Now concerning the collection for the saints." In the 
Greek, there is an article before "collection" which indicates that it is an issue 
which he had previously mentioned to them. It is not just any collection, but "the" 
collection, meaning something that had been talked about in the past.  

 

The word for "collection" is logeia and is found only here and in the next verse in 
the New Testament. It means "a collection, collecting (of money), particularly of 
an irregular local contribution for religious purposes." This collection was 
necessary for those in Jerusalem who were suffering deprivation because of 
persecution and because of the unstable political and religious climate of the 
times. 

 

The words "for the saints" also give an indication that this was a previously 
discussed matter. All believers are "saints," but these have been singled out which 
means that those in Corinth already understood who was being spoken of. 

 

http://superiorword.org/biblical-studies-pdf/


Paul continues with, "...as I have given order to the churches of Galatia." In fact, 
this collection from Corinth and other appeals for those in Jerusalem are found 
noted at various points in Acts; Romans 15; 2 Corinthians 8 & 9; and Galatians 2. It 
was a matter which Paul felt was of the highest importance. As the Apostle to the 
Gentiles, he wanted them to understand the necessity of providing for the 
physical needs of the saints from which came their spiritual heritage. This is 
explicitly stated in Romans 15:27 - 

 

"For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also 
to minister to them in material things." 

 

Finally, this verse finishes with, "...so you must do also." The word translated as 
"do also" is in the aorist imperative active. The implication in this is that they must 
do it and they are to do it immediately. It is something of great importance and of 
great necessity. 

 

Life application: Paul felt the burden of contributing to the physical needs of 
those who brought the spiritual message of Christ to the Gentiles. Today, each of 
us receives spiritual food from pastors and teachers and it is right and proper that 
we should also endeavor to help them in their physical needs as well. Often, 
church budgets pay their salaries, but it is good to be attentive to other needs 
that may exist in their lives beyond the paycheck. They are ministering to you for 
your good, so remember to return the blessing to them for their good. 

 

On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up 
as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come. 1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

Care needs to be given concerning this verse so that it is kept in its intended 
context. It is true that by this time the Lord's Day, or Sunday, was considered the 
first day of the week and a time when the believers gathered together in worship. 
That is found in Acts 20:7 - 

 



"Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break 
bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his 
message until midnight."  

 

It is also later noted in Revelation 1:10 with the name "the Lord's Day." However, 
this verse in 1 Corinthians 16 says in the Greek "on the Sabbaths." The wording is 
generally considered to follow a Hebrew idiom which would then be comparable 
to "the next day after the Sabbath." The idea is that when one has their paycheck 
from the previous week, on that day is when the action is to be taken. 

 

On whatever day this occurred, it is the principle of what Paul gives to those at 
Corinth that is important. The word translated here as "On the..." has the sense of 
"every." Therefore, Paul is asking each of the Corinthians to "lay something 
aside."  

 

The implication here is that they were to set aside money, either at home or some 
trusted place, specifically for a collection that Paul would be taking. Rather than 
getting to Corinth and finding out that the people were lousy savers and had to 
take a portion of whatever they had available at the time, he was asking that they 
make a purposeful effort to put something aside for a specific reason. He didn't 
want to get there and have a one-time collection that would fail to meet the 
needs of the saints in Jerusalem. 

 

As far as the amount to be laid aside, he only gives a general guideline - "storing 
up as he may prosper." There is no "You must give ten percent," or "You need to 
give until it hurts," or any such intimidation. The amount was solely up to the 
discretion of the believer based on how he felt that the Lord had prospered him. 
And he gives the reason for the specific weekly setting aside of this money. It is so 
"that there be no collections when I come." 

 

Paul wanted this gift from the Corinthians to be ready and to be an amount 
suitable for the purpose for which it was intended. By asking them to follow his 
guidelines, there would be no shortfall and there would be no pain in the giving. 



Paul's intent was that needs be met and that it occurred from a grateful heart. 
Further, he wanted no one to say that they had been pressured into giving. The 
Old Testament standard of tithing was not considered in this request and it is 
never considered in the New Testament. If you have been told that you need to 
tithe to your church, then you have been instructed incorrectly. 

 

Further, if you have been told to tithe, you have probably been misguided on 
what tithing actually entailed even from the Old Testament standard. To get your 
giving right, please watch this informative sermon and you will see that what is 
commonly preached in churches is not what the Bible proclaims for the Christian - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doblcpiO7yU 

 

Life application: Giving is vital for the continuance of the church and for meeting 
its goals and expenses. However, it should never be done under compulsion and it 
should be from a New Testament perspective. Do not let pastors or televangelists 
shame you into giving. Give from a grateful heart from out of what you have been 
given. 

 

And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear 
your gift to Jerusalem. 1 Corinthians 16:3 

 

Over the years, translators have chosen one of two main ways of translating this 
verse. The first would be as the NKJV and others render it. The second would be 
such as the NIV and others render it. Side by side for comparison, they read: 

 

1) And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send to bear 
your gift to Jerusalem. NKJV 

2) When, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you 
approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. NIV 

 

The Greek could go either way, but the likely rendering is the second. The word 
"your" is inserted by translators in the NKJV because they have opted for the first 



view. Because of this, it could be misleading unless one knows that it is actually an 
inserted word.  

 

At other times, Paul gave notes of recommendation concerning individuals (e.g. 
Romans 16:1), or he referred to letters of recommendation as a means of 
confirming authority or status (e.g. 2 Corinthians 3:1). He is the apostle with the 
authority concerning the matter, and it is his letter which would be received in 
the light which is needed for such a gift to the saints.  

 

Therefore, Paul has asked those in Corinth to set aside money weekly. After his 
arrival, the money would be collected and counted. Those in Corinth would select 
men considered honorable and capable of taking the money to Jerusalem, and 
Paul would send a letter of introduction concerning the gift. This line of reasoning 
will become more obvious when the next verse is evaluated. 

 

It could be that translators and scholars who hold the first view have been 
concerned that there is a letter written by Paul which had been lost and not 
included in the Bible. However, this is a non-starter. The Bible refers to other 
communications by writers of the Bible which are not included in its pages. 
Everything written by a prophet or apostle which is in the Bible is inspired and a 
part of the word of God, but not everything written by a prophet or apostle was 
inspired by God.  

 

Finally, the word for "gift" here literally means "grace." Such is the nature of a gift 
for ministering to others. Such gifts should be without compulsion and they 
should be without strings attached. 

 

Life application: God has ensured that His word has everything necessary to guide 
us in our walk and instruct us in our theology. We have a reliable witness to His 
plan of redemption in the pages of the Bible. 

 

 



But if it is fitting that I go also, they will go with me. 1 Corinthians 16:4 

 

In the previous verse, Paul mentioned that brothers from Corinth should be 
selected to carry their gift to Jerusalem. He also mentioned letters of approval to 
accompany them, evidencing apostolic authority in the matter. However, if the 
gift were of a sufficient size to warrant a personal visit by Paul, he would 
accompany them as well. This would be to highlight the exceptional generosity of 
the Gentiles towards the saints in Jerusalem. 

 

No matter what though, Paul would not consider taking the money by himself 
without some from Corinth to accompany it. This was a safeguard in several ways. 
There were factions in Corinth (see 1 Corinthians 1:12), and those opposed to him 
could make unfounded claims against him. There were also many enemies which 
Paul had made in Jerusalem when he converted to Christ. In order to ensure that 
the entire process was kept above reproach, it was necessary for brothers in 
Corinth to be a part of the traveling party. 

 

It is seen in Romans 15:25 that Paul did go with them when the gift was finally 
prepared. It is also noted in Acts 20:4 that delegates from Corinth went as well. In 
all, Paul made and exceptional example for others to follow. When matters of 
such importance are concerned, every detail is to be kept above reproach. 

 

Life application: The Lord showed in the parable of the unjust steward (Luke 16) 
that we are to be trustworthy with earthly riches. If we fail at this, then how can 
we be trusted with true riches? Let us take this to heart and remember that we 
have a responsibility to honesty in all matters because we bear the name of the 
Lord. 

 

Now I will come to you when I pass through Macedonia (for I am passing 
through Macedonia). 1 Corinthians 16:5 

 



At some point, Paul had sent a letter to the Corinthians (which is not a part of the 
Bible) that he would travel to Corinth from Ephesus, stay for a while, and then go 
to Macedonia. After his trip to Macedonia, he intended to return to Corinth for a 
longer stay before heading to Jerusalem. 

 

However, due to the chaotic state of affairs in Corinth, he decided that it would 
be better for all involved that he instead would forego this first trip to Corinth. 
Otherwise, he would be compelled to personally speak to them about the issues 
which are contained in 1 Corinthians rather than write them. If he did, it would be 
a meeting of discipline rather than loving embrace. In this, he only had the best in 
mind for all involved, but the Corinthians viewed his actions as a snub. 
 

He explains himself fully at several key points in 2 Corinthians concerning this 
matter, but 2 Corinthians 1:23 gives us a direct statement from Paul's heart 
concerning his actions - 

 

"Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came no more 
to Corinth." 

 

Life application: We have all felt snubbed at various times in our lives and we 
often allow these occurrences to cause rifts between ourselves and the perceived 
offender. But quite often, such snubs are unintentional or misunderstood. It is 
right, particularly among believers, to give others the benefit of the doubt and be 
willing to listen to the reasons for their actions and then to move on, letting go of 
the resentment we have harbored. 

 

And it may be that I will remain, or even spend the winter with you, that you 
may send me on my journey, wherever I go. 1 Corinthians 16:6 

 

The words Paul writes here are fulfilled in Acts 20:1-6. He did go through 
Macedonia and eventually came to Greece. And he did, in fact, spend three full 
months there. The record in Acts 20 reads as follows - 



"After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, 
and departed to go to Macedonia. 2 Now when he had gone over that region and 
encouraged them with many words, he came to Greece 3 and stayed three 
months. And when the Jews plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, 
he decided to return through Macedonia. 4 And Sopater of Berea accompanied 
him to Asia—also Aristarchus and Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of 
Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 5 These men, going 
ahead, waited for us at Troas. 6 But we sailed away from Philippi after the Days of 
Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, where we stayed seven 
days." 

 

As you can see from this account, Paul's life was directed by events beyond his 
control and yet he adapted to them as they came about. In the end, each step 
was a part of God's greater plan and the events, though surely distressing at the 
time, all were a part of fulfilling that plan as intended.  

 

God is directing us in the same way as well. We may feel that life is coming at us 
with all kinds of unexpected issues which hamper us from doing our duties for the 
Lord, and yet the very things which occur are those things which He knew would 
come about. Nothing is outside of His knowledge and providential care. 

 

Life application: If we can remember that God knows in advance of the trials and 
difficulties we face, it can help us to mentally accept those things. The difficulty 
isn't lessened and the trial still exists, but how we are able to cope with it while it 
is occurring can make all the difference in the world to our mental state. So let us 
trust in His foreknowledge and be ready to accept all things that come our way, 
both good and bad. 

 

For I do not wish to see you now on the way; but I hope to stay a while with 
you, if the Lord permits. 1 Corinthians 16:7 

 

This refers back to verse 5 and Paul's intent to visit the Corinthians as he passed 
through Macedonia. Rather than merely stopping for a short, hurried visit, he 



desired to spend a greater amount of time with them. Having stated his intention, 
he adds in the notable phrase, "...if the Lord permits." He was aware that his 
movements were guided by the Lord and that anything could change his plans.  

 

In this statement, he is granting the sovereignty of the Lord over his life and 
actions. James asks all believers to have this same attitude in matters relating to 
life - 

 

"Come now, you who say, 'Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, 
spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit'; 14 whereas you do not know 
what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears 
for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and do this or that.' 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil." James 4:13-16 

 

This is a principle not only for life decisions though. It is also a principle for 
learning and growing in our spiritual walk with the Lord. In his instruction to the 
Hebrew audience to whom the apostle was writing, we read these words from 
the book of Hebrews - 

 

"Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go 
on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works 
and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of 
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God 
permits." Hebrews 6:1-3 

 

No matter what the issue, we are only granted what the Lord allows. Therefore, if 
we are hindered in our plans, or if we are permitted to execute them, the Lord 
has granted the outcome. Likewise, if we are slow of learning or if we are a great 
teacher or preacher, the Lord's hand is what shaped us for who we are. 
Therefore, the Lord is to be acknowledged as the One behind all things as He 
shapes us for His purposes. 



Life application: What we possess came from God. Therefore, how can we boast 
over others? Let us be grateful for what we have, not envious of what others 
have. Let us be willing to give thanks and praise to the Lord for all of it. His hand 
of wisdom and grace have so placed us. 

 

But I will tarry in Ephesus until Pentecost. 1 Corinthians 16:8 

 

There are often little clues interspersed throughout the book of Acts and the 
Epistles to show us when books were written, where they were written, etc. The 
book of 1 Corinthians is known to have been written at Ephesus based on this 
comment here. Paul was there and decided that he would stay there "until 
Pentecost." 
 
Pentecost would have been known to the Jewish believers as the Feast of 
Shavuot, or Weeks, from Leviticus 23. Further, the believers - both Jew and 
Gentile - would know that this was the day that the Holy Spirit descended on the 
believers in Jerusalem, thus initiating the church age. Paul will explain in the 
coming verse why he was to tarry in Ephesus until this time. After that, he would 
continue with his travels.  

 

The period in Acts which this points to is found in Acts 19. It is noted, however, in 
Act 20:16 that he amended his plans and decided to arrive in Jerusalem prior to 
Pentecost. Things kept creeping up in his life which caused plans to change, but 
he accepted them and continued on in the understanding that the Lord was 
directing his feet according to a higher wisdom. 

 

Life application: If you are being obedient to the Lord and seeking His will in your 
life, then wherever you are is exactly where you are supposed to be. He is using 
you and directing you, even if it might not always seem that way. 

 

For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries. 1 Corinthians 16:9 



Here Paul explains the reason why he wanted to stay in Ephesus until Pentecost. 
It is because a "great and effective door has opened to me." The metaphor of a 
door is common in the New Testament and is even seen in the old, often 
translated as "gate." Jesus said in John 10 that He is the Door (or gate, depending 
on translator's choice of word). In Revelation 4:1, John saw a door (same word as 
used in John 10) open in heaven at which time he was taken up through it in order 
to see his vision of the future. 

 

Jesus speaks of an open door in Revelation 3:8, and that He is knocking at the 
door waiting for it to be opened in Revelation 3:20. Each of these uses carries a 
spiritual connotation and Paul uses it is this manner as well. A few other examples 
of his use of the word are: 

 

"Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all 
that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the 
Gentiles." Acts 14:27 

 

"Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ’s gospel, and a door was 
opened to me by the Lord..." 2 Corinthians 2:12 

 

"...meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, 
to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains...." Colossians 4:3 

 

He uses the word in a consistent manner. Opportunities for spreading the gospel 
are considered a "door" of opportunity. There is a narrow opening which leads to 
a large space on the other side. And the only way to get to that large space is to 
go through the door. The symbolism is elegant. If the door isn't used, then what 
lies beyond it remains unchanged. 

 

But Paul continues with his thought in saying, "and there are many adversaries." 
In his travels, there was always the constant challenge of those who would work 
against the message he proclaimed. While he was attempting to open the doors 



around him, there were those who sought to keep the door closed. If they could, 
they would nail it shut in order to keep him and his message out forever. Despite 
their efforts, Paul was adamant that he should continue to press forward in order 
to bring light to those who so desperately needed it. 

 

Life application: In the Bible, words which seem to simply be a part of a thought 
and without any further import can actually have great significance. Never stop to 
contemplate individual words and what the spiritual meaning behind them is. 
There is great treasure to be found in word studies because God uses tangible 
items to teach us spiritual and moral lessons. 

 

And if Timothy comes, see that he may be with you without fear; for he does 
the work of the Lord, as I also do. 1 Corinthians 16:10 

 

Earlier in the epistle, Paul had mentioned that Timothy had been sent to the 
Corinthians. He is reminding them of that now. That is found in Chapter 4 - 

 

"For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in 
the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every 
church." 1 Corinthians 4:17 

 

Also, from the book of Acts, it is known that Erastus joined Timothy on this 
mission and they went by way of Macedonia - 

 

"So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and 
Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time." Acts 19:22 

 

Paul does say "if" in this verse though because at times plans changed and in the 
uncertainty of ancient travel there were often delays or diversions. There isn't any 
record of Timothy in Corinth after this, but it doesn't mean it didn't happen. No 



matter what though, if Timothy arrived, Paul implored them to "see that he may 
be with you without fear." 

 

Timothy was young and the times he is recorded show someone who had a rather 
timid and somewhat sensitive disposition. If the Corinthians were willing to argue 
with and about Paul, how much more intimidating might they be to Timothy! In 
Corinth, there were headstrong people, people of high society, people of 
argumentative dispositions, and the like. Paul wanted them to ensure that none 
of such intimidating aspects be directed towards him. And the reason is that "he 
does the work of the Lord, as I also do." 

 

Timothy was young in the faith, but he was strong enough in it to accept mission 
duties and to carry on the work which Paul required of him. Because he was the 
apostle's spokesman, Paul wanted the Corinthians to treat him with the respect of 
the apostle's office. 

 

Life application: There are offices within the faith which call out for respect 
regardless of the age or constitution of the holder of that office. If they have been 
entrusted with specific authority, they deserve the respect associated with it. 
Should charges or accusations of a person in such an office arise, the Bible gives 
the appropriate measures for them to be considered. Otherwise, the office and 
the office holder should be afforded the honor they deserve. 

 

Therefore let no one despise him. But send him on his journey in peace, that he 
may come to me; for I am waiting for him with the brethren.  
1 Corinthians 16:11 
 

This is still referring to Timothy. Paul already asked the Corinthians to "see that he 
may be with you without fear." Not only should he not be intimidated, but he 
shouldn't be looked down on either. Timothy was probably unaware of this 
kindness which is added into the letter. We can imagine Paul saying to him, "Don't 
worry, you'll be fine. They will treat you well." But to ensure his words were met 



with like action, he is imploring them to so act. It would be a confidence-building 
moment in the life of Timothy. 

 

After a proper reception and a welcome stay, Paul also implores them to "send 
him on his journey in peace, that he may come to me." This is another petition for 
grace to be bestowed upon him. When Timothy departed Corinth, Paul wanted it 
to be with a blessing and in a brotherly way. He knew that if these things didn't 
come about, Timothy might be ruined as a future leader. But by ensuring that he 
was cared for, he would then more readily accept future challenges in the mission 
field or in other ministries. 

 

Finally, this verse notes, "...for I am waiting for him with the brethren." As the 
NKJV translates this, it sounds as if Paul is with others and together they are 
awaiting the arrival of Timothy. If this is a proper translation, he has added it in to 
deter the Corinthians from anything but bestowing the highest kindness on 
Timothy, knowing that he will be meeting with Paul and so any negative actions 
or attitudes would come to him directly. 

 

Other translations read this verse as, ".... I am expecting him along with the 
brothers." This would mean that Paul was expecting the arrival of both Timothy 
and those who were with him. If this is the correct rendering, then it would add 
even more weight to Paul's request for kindness to Timothy. Not only would he 
have a report of the Corinthians conduct, but it would be supported by those he 
traveled with. Either way, by adding the ending comment, he is ensuring that 
those in Corinth actually treat Timothy in a kind manner and that he would hear 
about it if they didn't. 

 

Life application: Just because someone may seem young, timid, or uninformed in 
certain areas of life, it doesn't mean that they are incapable of doing the Lord's 
work. Everyone has been given gifts which they can use to His glory. We should 
never despise their weaknesses, but rather exalt their strengths. 

 



Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to come to you with 
the brethren, but he was quite unwilling to come at this time; however, he will 
come when he has a convenient time. 1 Corinthians 16:12 

 

In 1 Corinthians 1:12, Apollos was noted as one of those who the factions within 
Corinth identified with. Paul is including this verse particularly to show that he 
had in no way hindered Apollos in coming to Corinth, and that he had in fact 
"strongly urged" him to come. It is probable that his presence was requested in 
the letter that precipitated Paul's letter to them (see 1 Corinthians 7:1). If he 
didn't come, some may blame Paul for hindering him. But this verse shows this 
wasn't the case. 

 

Despite the possible request by the Corinthians for Apollos to visit, and Paul's 
urging him to go, "he was quite unwilling to come at this time." The reason for 
this seems to be that he didn't want to cause further dissensions at Corinth. He 
and Paul probably read their letter together and said, "What a hornet's nest!" 
From that, Paul wrote this letter of response in order to answer their many 
questions. By not coming with the letter, it would give the Corinthians time to 
consider its words and to work towards harmony rather than increased divisions. 

 

In this, it is notable of Apollos that he restrained himself from going. Further, he 
promised them that, "He will come when he has a convenient time." At some 
point, probably when news that the church was working together harmoniously, 
he would join them and minister to them. 

 

In all, Paul's words concerning Apollos show that there was friendship between 
them and that they both had the best intent in mind for the church at Corinth. 

 

Life application: Reading how Paul and Apollos have handled the divisions at 
Corinth can give us insights into how to handle these same types of things in our 
own churches. Unfortunately, if pastors, elders, or others in authority promote 
such divisions they can truly get out of hand. It is important to try to not 
participate in these factions and to be aware of how detrimental than can be. 



Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 1 Corinthians 16:13 

 

Paul has laid out his doctrine, explained his intentions, and given his directions for 
the coming gift which is to be taken to Jerusalem. Now he immediately turns to 
final exhortations beginning with, "Watch!" This is a common sentiment found in 
the Bible. Ezekiel was designated a watchman, Jesus exhorted the disciples to 
watch on several occasions, and Paul follows along with this same admonition. It 
is an exhortation he uses elsewhere as well - 

 

"Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober." 1 
Thessalonians 5:6 

 

Next he tells them to "stand fast in the faith." Five other times Paul uses the term 
"stand fast" for various reasons. One of them parallels his thought here which is 
concerning doctrine - 

 

"Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, 
whether by word or our epistle." 2 Thessalonians 2:15 

 

After this, he tells them to "be brave." This is the Greek word andrizó. It means, 
"Act like men!" It is its only use in the New Testament, but the Greek translation 
of the OT does use it. Notably it is seen in Joshua 1 several times such as in this 
verse - 

 

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, 
nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." Joshua 1:9 

 

These and similar exhortations are found all around the Bible. They implore us to 
always be alert and careful. Jesus gives quite of few of them to the seven 
churches of Revelation and also towards the end of Revelation. For those in 
Corinth, like many churches today, they are especially important because of the 



spiritual lethargy which permeates the church. As John Chrysostom notes, in 
Christian matters the church is "drowsy, unstable, effeminate, and factious." Only 
by being on constant guard will we steer clear of disaster as we await the return 
of our righteous Lord. 

 

Life application: As a church, when we think we have it made, we should probably 
step back and evaluate where we really stand. Reading and taking to heart the 
seven letters to the seven churches of Revelation is a good way of making a 
personal evaluation of where any individual congregation stands at any time. Let 
us heed the words of the Lord and be watchful concerning our spiritual state. 

 

Let all that you do be done with love. 1 Corinthians 16:14 

 

Paul wrote extensively in 1 Corinthians 13 about love. In 1 Corinthians 14:1, he 
admonished us to "follow the way of love." Now his words expand on our 
relationships once again by commanding us to "Let all that you do be done with 
love." In whatever we do, we should consider love first. But this isn't the sappy 
love that is carelessly tossed around by the world at large. Sometimes love 
involves punishment. It is unloving to allow people to follow paths of self-
destruction, to abuse themselves or others, or to leave crimes unpunished. 

 

Love, first and foremost, must be a love of God and of His commandments. If 
these are followed, then it would be unloving to condone immorality. An example 
of this is the modern concept of accommodating homosexual behavior and calling 
it "loving." This is exactly the opposite of true love. Such behavior results in 
mental disorders, broken lives, and separation from God which will lead to eternal 
hell. Therefore, it cannot be "loving" to open the church to this behavior as if it is 
morally acceptable. 

 

It is unloving towards God to allow capital crimes to go unpunished or to reduce 
the sentence which is deserved according to His standard. Such actions will only 
cause others to see and not fear. Society will then inevitably grow more and more 
brazen and crime will inevitably become worse and more common; such is seen in 



our society in ever-increasing amounts because we fail to offer godly love which is 
based on obedience to His commands. 

 

On the positive side of this commandment, we are to show mercy, be gracious, be 
willing to forgive when asked of it, etc. These are considered loving actions 
because they are attributes which God also displays. All of who we are should be 
directed towards godly love as is portrayed in Scripture.  

 

Finally, Paul's words are above all a note to believers about their relationships 
with other believers. This then is in line with Peter's similar thought found in this 
verse - 

 

"Above all, love each other deeply..." 1 Peter 4:8 

 

Life application: Our command to do everything in love must be taken in a biblical 
context or our actions will often be anything less than truly loving. Let us abhor 
sin, not allowing it to enter into our congregations. And at the same time, let us 
direct our affections towards building others up and being kind and gracious in 
our dealings with them. 

 

I urge you, brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the 
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of 
the saints— 1 Corinthians 16:15 

 

Paul now makes a firm request to "the brethren" concerning "the household of 
Stephanas." They are mentioned as having been baptized by Paul in 1 Corinthians 
16. His thought here begins with an urging and then it gives the "who" and the 
"why" concerning the urging. Only in the next verse will the "what" of the urging 
detail. 

 



But there is also an unstated possible reason for Paul's words. It seems from verse 
17 that Stephanas was one of the ones who carried the ill-report of what was 
going on in Corinth to Paul. The circumstances of that report is seen in 1 
Corinthians 1:11 - 

 

"For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s 
household, that there are contentions among you." 

 

If this is so, then Paul's words are intended to look at the devotion of Stephanas 
to the Corinthians and not to any supposed back-biting or tattling. The issues Paul 
has been discussing have needed to be addressed in order to maintain right 
doctrine and also purity within the congregation. There is nothing out of order in 
reporting such infractions. If Stephanas was a part of this, Paul's words make all 
the more sense. 

 

He notes now that "the household of Stephanas" were "the firstfruits of Achaia." 
This alone shows a dedicated soul. The first to come forward is always the one 
who steps into the unknown. After the first, the others will often naturally follow. 
And so he set an example which was emulated by others. But he didn't stop there. 
He and his family "devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints." 

 

The work of this noble family was with the heart of others within the faith. If he 
was a member of Chloe's household who carried the news of the failings of the 
Corinthians to Paul, it was for their benefit, not their condemnation. Because of 
this, Paul is urging that they be so recognized for their efforts. 

 

Life application: Those who minister to the saints are often those who aren't even 
in leadership positions. It is good and proper to recognize such people and to 
return the favor when possible. Such actions should never be just a one way 
street. 

 



...that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors with us. 
1 Corinthians 16:16 

 

Taken together along with the previous verse, we will get a better sense of Paul's 
intent - 

 

"I urge you, brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the 
firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the 
saints— 16 that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors 
with us." 

 

He wants those in Corinth to see their necessary duty because of the voluntary 
duty of another. Just as the household of Stephanas has "devoted themselves to 
the ministry of the saints" they should likewise "submit to such." Even though 
Stephanas was probably a slave belonging to Chloe's household, he was a free 
man in Christ. In this status, Paul is asking those free Corinthians to submit 
themselves to him. In Christ, there are truly no distinctions which the world 
notices. Hence we get a better sense of Paul's words in Galatians 3 - 

 

"There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." Galatians 3:28 

 

This is the reality which is found in this new life in which we live. Those who 
minister in the Lord are to be given the honor of that ministry, regardless of their 
worldly position. This includes slaves such as Stephanas "and to everyone who 
works and labors" in the service of Christ. 

 

Life application: There are some very fine Bible teachers who have day jobs that 
might seem lowly - janitors, electricians, farmers, or grocery baggers may be great 
theologians willing to share their knowledge with others. If so, they should be 
given both respect and gratitude for their efforts. 



I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what 
was lacking on your part they supplied. 1 Corinthians 16:17 

 

These three who came to Paul at Ephesus were probably the ones chosen to carry 
the letter referenced in 1 Corinthians 7:1. They traveled together until they 
reached Paul and probably had a good discussion as they reviewed the words of 
the letter. They also must have included discussions concerning the "divisions" of 
the church mentioned so often by Paul. At the same time, the fellowship with 
Paul, and their ability to accept his counsel, would have encouraged him. 

 

He knew he had to travel to Corinth and he knew that problems existed there. 
This probably caused him to anguish, as a father would over a child that had such 
problems. With their arrival and their working together over these issues, he was 
given a sense of comfort. The words "for what was lacking on your part they 
supplied" seem to show a rebuke and are probably better rendered as the ESV 
states - "because they have made up for your absence." 

 

In other words, Paul felt the absence and the miles between them which kept him 
from providing the sound counsel they needed. With the coming of these three, 
the miles melted away and with them went the frustrations that he had felt. 
Rather than a rebuke, this is a grateful and filling comment made by Paul to his 
beloved church. 

 

Life application: Sometimes only the presence of another can cut through one's 
loneliness and frustration. If you perceive someone is having difficult times and 
you can personally visit them then this is often the preferred option. Surely 
nothing can replace human contact and a smile from a friend. 

 

For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.  
1 Corinthians 16:18 
 



Still speaking of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus who had come to Paul with 
the news of those in Corinth, he notes that "they refreshed my spirit." Paul 
carried with him the thought of the churches he had established and those he had 
come to know. He certainly wondered how they fared, grieved when they 
strayed, and rejoiced as they pursued the Lord. Hearing about those in Corinth 
was therefore a refreshing thing, even if much of the news was less than 
wonderful. 

 

By knowing where there were trials or dysfunctions, he could set them on a right 
course. This is exactly the purpose of writing this letter. But this wasn't just a one-
way street. Not only was he refreshed by their coming, but their spirit was as well. 
He would carry the letter back which would answer their questions, tell them of 
how he was, and direct them in how to handle the divisions which had arisen 
within the church. The anxieties and suspicions that were felt on both sides would 
be quelled through this encounter. 

 

And because these three were willing to leave their home and travel to Paul in 
order to have these things come about, Paul asks them to "therefore 
acknowledge such men." Missionaries travel to places others don't. They carry a 
message which is there for the refreshing of spirits. Musicians often travel with 
gospel songs intended to uplift the churches they encounter. Evangelists travel 
spreading their message as they go. These and others should be acknowledged 
for their efforts.  

 

Life application: In the church, there are a host of duties which need to be 
accomplished in order to get the message of Jesus Christ out. Each person can do 
something, but those who bear the heaviest of burdens should be given the 
highest of praise. Be sure to thank those who minister in various ways, 
acknowledging them for the efforts. 

 


