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Revelation 1:12-13 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13 And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks one like unto the Son of man...

Revelation 1:20b The mystery of the...seven golden candlesticks. The...seven
candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

The Menorah in the Tabernacle
Exodus 25:31 And thou shalt make a candlestick of pure gold: of beaten work
shall the candlestick be made: his shaft, and his branches, his bowls, his knops,

and his flowers, shall be of the same.

Exodus 25:32 And six branches shall come out of the sides of it; three branches
of the candlestick out of the one side, and three branches of the candlestick out of
the other side:

Exodus 25:37 And thou shalt make the seven lamps thereof: and they shall light
the lamps thereof, that they may give light over against it.

Why Seven?



The Table

Exodus 25:23 Thou shalt also make a table of shittim wood: two cubits shall be
the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the
height thereof.

Exodus 25:30 And thou shalt set upon the table shewbread before me alway.

Exodus 26:35 And thou shalt set the table without the vail, and the candlestick
over against the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the south: and thou
shalt put the table on the north side.

Leviticus 24:1-6 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Command the
children of Israel, that they bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to
cause the lamps to burn continually. 3 Without the vail of the testimony, in the
tabernacle of the congregation, shall Aaron order it from the evening unto the
morning before the LORD continually: it shall be a statute for ever in your
generations. 4 He shall order the lamps upon the pure candlestick before the
LORD continually. 5 And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes
thereof: two tenth deals shall be in one cake. 6 And thou shalt set them in two
rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the LORD.

The table and the candlestick stood facing each other in the tabernacle.

The table held twelve cakes or loaves of bread, sufficient/enough for all twelve
tribes of Israel.

The candlestick held seven lamps, giving sufficient/enough light. But why not
twelve lamps? Why seven?



Where have we seen seven before?
-God created for six days, then rested the seventh

-Lamech lived 777 years
Genesis 5:31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven
years: and he died.

-God commanded Noah to take seven of every clean animal into the ark

Genesis 7:1-3 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into
the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. 2 Of every
clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of
beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. 3 Of fowls also of the
air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the
earth.

-God said that he would send the flood in seven days
-When Noah sent out the bird, he waited seven days to send out another

-Abraham secured recognition of his right to his well by the gift of seven lambs
Genesis 21:25-30 And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of water,
which Abimelech's servants had violently taken away. 26 And Abimelech said, I
wot not who hath done this thing: neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I
of it, but to day. 27 And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto
Abimelech; and both of them made a covenant. 28 And Abraham set seven ewe
lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham, What
mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves? 30 And he said,
For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, that they may be a witness
unto me, that I have digged this well.

-Jacob served seven years for Rachel
Genesis 29:20 And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto
him but a few days, for the love he had to her.

-It took Laban seven days’ pursuit to catch up with Jacob

Genesis 31:22-23 And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled. 23
And he took his brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' journey;
and they overtook him in the mount Gilead.



-Jacob bowed to Esau seven times

Genesis 33:3 And he passed over before them, and bowed himself to the ground
seven times, until he came near to his brother.

-seven years Joseph stored up food, so much he had to stop trying to count it
(representing an infinite amount) Genesis 41:57 And all countries came into
Egypt to Joseph to buy...

-Joseph and his brothers mourned for their father Jacob seven days

Genesis 50:10 And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond
Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he
made a mourning for his father seven days.

-God made the waters of Egypt to be blood for seven days

Exodus 7:20-25 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he
lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of
Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river
were turned to blood. 21 And the fish that was in the river died; and the river
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was
blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 22 And the magicians of Egypt did so
with their enchantments: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he
hearken unto them; as the LORD had said. 23 And Pharaoh turned and went
into his house, neither did he set his heart to this also. 24 And all the Egyptians
digged round about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the
water of the river. 25 And seven days were fulfilled, after that the LORD had
smitten the river.

-The people of Israel ate unleavened bread seven days

Exodus 12:15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall
put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from
the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.



How do we see seven afterward?
Many references to seven in the ceremonial laws.

The conquest of Jericho

Joshua 6:4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams'
horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests
shall blow with the trumpets.

Seven sons considered ideal

-Ruth 4:13-15 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in
unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a son. 14 And the women
said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this day without
a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel. 15 And he shall be unto thee
a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy daughter in law,
which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.

-1 Samuel 2:5 They that were full have hired out themselves for bread; and they
that were hungry ceased: so that the barren hath born seven; and she that hath
many children is waxed feeble.

-Job 1:1-2 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 2 And
there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.

Elijah prayed for rain seven times, then it rained

1 Kings 18:42-44 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the
top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between
his knees, 43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he
went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven
times. 44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there
ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say
unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.



Namaan the leper was cleansed when he dipped himself in the Jordan seven
times

2 Kings 5:9-14 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood
at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him,
saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to
thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and
said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the
name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the
leper. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the
waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went
away in a rage. 13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My
father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have
done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 14
Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the
saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean.

Purifying seven times
Psalm 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times.



The loaves and fishes and the baskets of leftovers

Matthew 14:19-21 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass,
and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed,
and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.
20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the fragments that
remained twelve baskets full. 21 And they that had eaten were about five
thousand men, beside women and children.

Matthew 15:36-38 And he took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks,
and brake them, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. 37
And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that
was left seven baskets full. 38 And they that did eat were four thousand men,
beside women and children.

Mark 8:17-21 And when Jesus knew it, he saith unto them, Why reason ye,
because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your
heart yet hardened? 18 Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not?
and do ye not remember? 19 When I brake the five loaves among five thousand,
how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. 20
And when the seven among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments
took ye up? And they said, Seven. 21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do
not understand?

12 and 77 both show completeness, but apparently in a different sense.
12 for Israel, and 7 for the world?



