
1 
 

The Fall of Man – Genesis Part-1     Princess Chapel Church 
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 
 
Pastor, Douglas Salyer       December 5, 2012 
 
 
KJV – Genesis 3:1-13 

 

“The Fall of Man – Genesis Part-1” 

Introduction: 

      The previous weeks we have covered the dateless past, Genesis Chapters one and two. In our 
text this evening we begin in Genesis Chapter three, “The Fall of Man.” 

God told Adam before Eve was created that he was not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, (Genesis 2:17). Further God warned that in the day he did eat fruit of that tree man would 
surely die.  

Adam was without sin, but God had given him a will which gave Adam the potential to sin. At first, 
Adam exercised his will toward God and had fellowship with Him. How long a period of time 
between Adam and Eve's creation had elapsed between creation and fall the Bible does not tell us. 
The only clue we have is that they did not have children before the fall, which seems to indicate a 
very short period of time. However, this is speculation even through there is other indirect Bible 
evidence that supports this idea as well.  

Eve was tempted by Satan who took the form of a serpent (Genesis 3:1). The serpent is described as 
being more subtil or clever than any other animal of the field. This probably is why Satan chose to 
take the form of a snake. Eve, seems not to think it unusual that the serpent could speak to her, 
because, Adam and Eve could communicate with animals in their pre-fall state.  

Let us go back to the Garden, and begin with Genesis 3:1. 

Genesis 3:1 

1Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he 
said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

Here starts the account of the temptation where with Satan assaulted our first parents that proved 
fatal to them. 

-the tempter – took on the form of a Serpent, one of the most beautiful creatures of the restoration. 

-the tempter – as the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field, meaning more clever, 
tempting and deceitful than all the rest. 

-the tempter – who was this tempter? A fallen angel yes, but many of them fell in the fall of the 
dateless past. This attack against Eve was directed by the prince of the devils himself, Satan. 
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     Whether it was only the appearance of a serpent, or a real serpent, acted and possessed by the 
devil this is not certain. But the devil chose to act in part as the serpent, because it is a subtle 
creature. His reason and speech was not a surprise to Eve because they were then the known 
properties of the serpent. 

     That which the devil aimed at, was to persuade Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit; and to do this, he 
took the same method that he doth still.  

     Satan asked Eve a simple question? Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

He used a tactic still in common use to this very day. He does not deny the truth, only questions it in 
an attempt to change it. 

II Corinthians 11:13-15 

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. 

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; 
whose end shall be according to their works. 

     Satan does not deny God; he does not deny Christ or His finished work on the Cross. The devil by 
no means denies the Death, Burial or the Resurrection. Nor does He even deny the Bible. So 
therefore he does not deny the truth or try to make it null and void, he only tries to change it, into 
something other than what it really means. Giving it, seeming what would be righteousness yet with 
an alternative context to the meaning, which leads to an alternate ending which is the Lake of Fire. 

     Satan is on a mission here, as quickly as possible he must deceive man, so that sin and death can 
enter into the world, He must do this before Adam and Eve has children so that their seed will be 
born with the Sin Nature. So at the first available opportunity he gets he puts his plan into action.  

Satan’s plan - “Let’s not deny the truth, just change it up a bit.” Just like he says with Christ, the 
Cross and Salvation. 

No it’s real, Jesus is God and He is the Christ, He did die on the cross for your Sin, and you must 
accept Him and LORD and Saviour to get to Heaven, BUT – don’t worry you have plenty of time. 

     Satan goes to Eve only – Why? Because Eve received her warning from Adam and not from God, 
because God gave Adam this warning when He first put him in the Garden on the Sixth Day before 
the LORD God created Eve. 

     Satan devised a plan and method that he still uses today, to place a question with the woman of 
doubt, not in reference to God but in reference to her husband.  Just like in the church as in a 
marriage most trouble comes from within and not from the outside. 

But yet, Eve responds to Satan with her reply. 
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Genesis 3:2-3 

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

     In Genesis 2:17 God told Adam – But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

Eve misquotes God’s warning that was relayed by Adam to her.  

1. There was no mention of touching it in Genesis 2:17, Eve added to the truth relayed by her 
husband. 

2. Eve also told the serpent, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. She took 
away from the truth because God told Adam, thou shalt surely die.  

     Leaving out the word “surely” takes away from the unctionization and power behind the 
statement, because that little word “surely” means with a doubt, inventible and bound to happen. 

     But what about “touching the fruit” that Eve said was part of the warning. Was this part of the 
original instructions given to Adam? No, and why. Because Adam and Eve were one flesh and Eve 
took of the fruit and did eat. Yet her eyes were not opened until both parties of the one flesh had 
completed the transaction. So she gave the fruit to Adam and he did eat also. Now if only touching 
the fruit as well as eating it would bring about death, Adam would have died as soon as Eve handed 
him the fruit, yet the transaction was not completed until both parties of the one flesh had eaten of 
the fruit.  

Satan places just more than doubt in her heart and mind. 

Genesis 3:4-5 

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil. 

1. He questions her whether it Adam told her what God had said, Genesis 3:1. 
2. He questioned her whether it was a sin or not, Genesis 3:1. 
3. He denies that there was any danger in it, Genesis 3:4. 
4. He suggests many advantages to the consumption of the fruit, Genesis 3:4. 
5. He appealed to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, Genesis 3:6 

This was Satan’s Five phase plan for the deceit, doom and damnation of the human race. 

Satan also knew exactly what God had told Adam, because he states in verse four, Ye shall not surely 
die:” 
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And these are his common topics with Eve –  

Satan used to his advantage the pure and innocent state they were presently in, proposing to them 
not any carnal pleasure, but intellectual delights. 

- Your eyes shall be opened - You shall have much more of the power and pleasure of 
contemplation than now you have; you shall fetch a larger compass in your intellectual 
views, and see farther into things than now you do. 
 

- You shall be as gods - mighty gods, knowing all with power (omniscient and omnipotent).  
 

- You shall know good and evil – That is, everything that is desirable to be known. To support 
this part of the temptation, he abused the name given to this tree. This was intended to 
teach the practical knowledge of good and evil, that is, of duty and disobedience, and it 
would prove the experimental knowledge of good and evil, that is, of happiness and misery. 
But he perverts the sense of it, and wrests it to their destruction, as if this tree would give 
them a speculative notional knowledge of the natures, kinds, and originals of good and evil. 
 

- All this presently, In the day you eat thereof - You will find a sudden and immediate change 
for the better. 

Genesis 3:6 

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 
husband with her; and he did eat. 

     Here we see what Eve’s parley with the tempter ended in: 

-Satan at length gains his point. The LORD God tried the obedience of our first parents by forbidding 
them the tree of knowledge, and Satan works with Eve as if it was a joint issue with God. Because 
Eve did not receive her command directly from God, Satan works to place doubt and confusion in 
her as he undertakes the attempt to seduce her into a transgression; it is here we see how that he 
prevailed and God allowing this to happen through His Sovereign foreknowledge for wise and holy 
ends. 

She saw that the tree was - It was said of all the rest of the fruit trees wherewith the garden of Eden 
was planted, that they were pleasant to the sight, and good for food. 

She imagined a greater benefit by this tree than by any of the rest, that it was a tree not only not to 
be dreaded, but to be desired to make one wise, and therein excelling all the rest of the trees. This 
she saw, that is, she perceived and understood it by what the devil had said to her. 

- She gave also to her husband with her – It is likely he was not with her when she was 
tempted; surely if he had, he would have interposed to prevent the sin; but he came to her 
when she had eaten, and was prevailed with by her to eat likewise.  
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- She gave it to him; persuading him with the same arguments that the serpent had used with 

her; adding this to the rest, that she herself had eaten of it, and found it so far from being 
deadly that it was extremely pleasant and grateful.  
 

- And he did eat - This implied the unbelief of God's word, and confidence in the devil's; 
discontent with his present state, and an ambition of the honour which comes not from God.  

Genesis 3:7 

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

     He would be both his own carver, and his own master, would have what he pleased, and do what 
he pleased; his sin was in one word disobedience, as stated in Romans. 

Romans 5:19 

19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous. 

     Adam’s disobedience to a plain, this easy and express command of what not to do, which he knew 
to be a command of trial ushers in disobedience in which all flesh after him were made sinners and 
would be cursed to spiritual death and one day physical death.  

Romans 5:12 

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned: 

      Adam sins against light and love, the clearest light and the dearest love that every sinner has 
sinned against. But the greatest aggravation of his sin was, that he involved all his posterity in sin 
and ruin by it. He could not but know that he stood as a public person and that his disobedience 
would be fatal to all his seed; and if so, it was certainly both the greatest treachery and the greatest 
cruelty that ever was.  

     Shame and fear seized the criminals; these came into the world along with sin, and still attend it. 
The Eyes of them both were opened - The eyes of their consciences; their hearts smote them for 
what they had done Now, when it was too late, they saw the happiness they were fallen from, and 
the misery they were fallen into.  

Genesis 3:8 

8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

     They had been enlightened with knowledge and they knew that they had provoked God, his favor 
forfeited, his image lost; they felt a disorder in their own spirits, which they had never before been  
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conscious of; they saw a law in their members warring against the law of their minds, and 
captivating them both to sin and wrath; they saw that they were naked, that is, that they were 
stripped, deprived of all the honors and joys of their paradise state, and exposed to all the miseries 
that might justly be expected from an angry God; laid open to the contempt and reproach of heaven 
and earth, and their own consciences. And they sewed or platted fig leaves together, and, to cover, 
at least, part of their shame one from another, made themselves aprons. 

     See here what is commonly the folly of all that have sinned: they are more solicitous to save their 
credit before men, than to obtain their pardon from God. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day - Supposed he came in a human shape; in no other 
similitude than that wherein they had seen him when he put them into paradise; for he came to 
convince and humble them, not to amaze and terrify them.  

     He came not immediately from heaven in their view as afterwards on mount Sinai, but he came in 
the garden, as one that was still willing to be familiar with them. He came walking, not riding upon 
the wings of the wind, but walking deliberately, as one slow to anger.  

     He came in the cool of the day, not in the night, when all fears are doubly fearful; nor did he come 
suddenly upon them, but they heard his voice at some distance, giving them notice of his coming; 
and probably it was a still small voice, like that in which he came to enquire after Elijah. And they 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God - A sad change!  

     Before they had sinned, if they heard the voice of the Lord God coming towards them, they would 
have run to meet him, but now God was become a terror to them, and then no marvel they were 
become a terror to themselves. 

Genesis 3:9 

9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 

     Where art thou? This enquiry after Adam may be looked upon as a gracious pursuit of God to 
establish man’s recovery. God did not call out to him to reduce him; his condition had been as 
desperate as that of the fallen angels. Yet because man became a living soul, God came down to his 
level, calling out his name because of His grace, love and mercy, God would now restore what Satan 
had corrupted. 

Genesis 3:10 

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

     Adam responded to the LORD by saying, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid. Adam 
was afraid because he knew that he had disobeyed the Word of Almighty God. He was afraid 
because he now knew he was naked; not only naked but unarmed because of the spiritual death 
that had occurred. 

     He was terrified to confront and to contend with God, but unclothed and therefore afraid so 
much as to appear before him because of his shame and conviction. Because now that he had taken 
of the fruit, and had gained the knowledge of good and evil he also gained a conscience. 
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Genesis 3:11 

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat? 

     Who told thee that thou wast naked? The LORD didn’t ask this because He needed to know, he 
wanted Adam to realize to total state of depravity he had gotten himself into. Of just of he came 
about to have the knowledge and to be sensible of his nakedness and his shame. 

     Hast thou eaten of the tree? Once again God did not need to know the answer to this, He already 
knew it, in fact He knew what Adam would do before He even formed him from the dust of the 
ground. This was all part of the LORD God’s Sovereign Foreknowledge, because God knows all our 
sins, and requires us to recognize them and to confess them. This is part of God’s plan, not so that 
He may be informed, but that we may be humbled. 

     Whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? In Layman’s terms this is what God is 
saying in the latter part of His question to Adam: Wherefore I commanded thee not to eat of it, I am 
thy maker, I am thy master, I am thy God, I am thy benefactor, It was the I Am that commanded thee 
to the contrary. Sin is sometimes covert and secret, but it appears most plain and most sinful when 
looking through the glass of the commandment. 

Genesis 3:12 

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat. 

     When questioned by God as to how they knew they were naked and asked had they eaten of the 
forbidden fruit both Adam and Eve tried to justify their action by passing the blame.  

Adam, pleaded this was the fault of the woman, "...whom thou gavest to be with me". It seems Adam 
was indirectly blaming God. As if, if God had not given him the woman he would not have sinned. 
However, Adam was not deceived, he with full knowledge willfully disobeyed God. 

Genesis 3:13  

13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The 
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

     Eve followed Adam's example and said it was the serpent's fault. He tricked me she said and thus 
she pleaded she was not responsible.  

     What is this that thou hast done? Wilt thou own thy fault? Neither of them does this fully. Adam 
lays all the blame upon his wife: She gave me of the tree - Nay, he not only lays the blame upon his 
wife, but tacitly on God himself. The woman thou gavest me, and gavest to be with me as my 
companion, she gave me of the tree. 

     Eve lays all the blame upon the serpent; the serpent beguiled me. The prisoners being found 
guilty by their own confession, besides the infallible knowledge of the Judge, and nothing material  
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being offered in arrest of judgment, God immediately proceeds to pass sentence, and in these verses 
he begins (where the sin began) with the serpent. God did not examine the serpent, nor ask him 
what he had done, but immediately sentenced him,  

(1.) Because he was already convicted of rebellion against God. 

(2.) Because he was to be forever excluded from pardon; and why should anything be said to 
convince and humble him, who was to find no place for repentance? 

     Since the Fall it has never helped anyone to blame someone else for our own shortcomings. 
When we try to justify our actions we are denying our guilt. It is avoiding reality by not facing sin. 
All the while we are busy trying to justify ourselves we are delaying the cure to the problem. All 
who come to Christ must plead "guilty". We must accept our responsibility for our actions, and 
throw ourselves on the mercy of God.  

Genesis 3:14  

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life: 

The Curse of the Serpent - To testify a displeasure against sin, God fastens a curse upon the serpent, 
Thou art cursed above all cattle - Even the creeping things, when God made them, were blessed of 
him, Genesis 1:22 , but sin turned the blessing into a curse.  

Upon thy belly shalt thou go - No longer upon feet, or half erect, but thou shalt crawl along, thy belly 
cleaving to the earth. Dust thou shalt eat - Which signifies a base and despicable condition. 

God must judge sin. Without responsibility for our actions the law is invalid. God made the 
serpent a perpetual example to man of the Fall. The serpent lost its place as the "most 
subtil" of all the beasts of the field and made the lowest. It would crawl on its belly from that 
day forward.  

The judgment and effects of sin extended not only to the serpent but to all the animal 
kingdom that would later take full effect with all beasts after the flood of Noah. 

Genesis 3:15 

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

I want you to read and study this verse over the next week; this is where we will pick up next week; 
with Genesis 3:15, probably the most promising statement God ever made to Adam and Eve. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/1-22.html

