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“The Fall of Man – Genesis Part-2” 

Introduction: 
 

      Last week we left off with Genesis 3:13. We started on the fall of mankind; and we saw how that 
Adam when questioned by God as to how they knew they were naked and asked had they eaten of 
the forbidden fruit both Adam and Eve tried to justify their action by passing the blame.  

Adam, pleaded this was the fault of the woman, "...whom thou gavest to be with me". It seems Adam 
was indirectly blaming God. As if, if God had not given him the woman he would not have sinned. 
However, Adam was not deceived, he with full knowledge willfully disobeyed God. 

Genesis 3:14 

14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all 
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life: 

The Curse of the Serpent - To testify a displeasure against sin, God fastens a curse upon the serpent, 
Thou art cursed above all cattle - Even the creeping things, when God made them, were blessed of 
him, Genesis 1:22 , but sin turned the blessing into a curse.  

Upon thy belly shalt thou go - No longer upon feet, or half erect, but thou shalt crawl along, thy belly 
cleaving to the earth. Dust thou shalt eat - Which signifies a base and despicable condition. 

God must judge sin. Without responsibility for our actions the law is invalid. God made the 
serpent a perpetual example to man of the Fall. The serpent lost its place as the "most 
subtil" of all the beasts of the field and made the lowest. It would crawl on its belly from that 
day forward. The judgment and effects of sin extended not only to the serpent but to all the 
animal kingdom. 

Genesis 3:15 

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Genesis 3:15; probably the most promising statement God ever made to Adam and Eve. 
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     And I will put enmity between thee and the woman - The inferior creatures being made for man; 
it was a curse upon any of them to be turned against man, and man against them. And this is part of 
the serpent's curse. 

1. A perpetual reproach is fastened upon him. Under the cover of the serpent he is here 
sentenced to be,  
 
(1.) Degraded and accursed of God. It is supposed, pride was the sin that turned angels into 
devils, which is here justly punished by a great variety of mortifications couched under the 
mean circumstances of a serpent, crawling on his belly, and licking the dust.  
 
(2.) Detested and abhorred of all mankind: even those that are really seduced into his 
interest, yet profess a hatred of him.  
 
(3.) Destroyed and ruined at last by the great Redeemer, signified by the bruising of his 
head; his subtle politics shall be all baffled, his usurped power entirely crushed. 
 

2. A perpetual quarrel is here commenced between the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of 
the devil among men; war proclaimed between the seed of the woman, and the seed of the 
serpent, Revelation 12:7. It is the fruit of this enmity; 
 
(1.) That there is a continual conflict between God's people and him. Heaven and hell can 
never be reconciled, no more can Satan and a sanctified soul.  
 
(2.) That there is likewise a continual struggle between the wicked and the good. And all the 
malice of persecutors against the people of God is the fruit of this enmity, which will 
continue while there is a godly man on this side heaven, and a wicked man on this side hell. 
 

3. A gracious promise is here made of Christ as the deliverer of fallen man from the power of 
Satan. By faith in this promise, our first parents, and the patriarchs before the flood, were 
justified and saved; and to this promise and the benefit of it, instantly serving God day and 
night they hoped to come. Notice is here given them of three things concerning Christ.  
 
(1.) His incarnation, that he should be the seed of the woman. 
 
(2.) His sufferings and death, pointed at in Satan's bruising his heel, that is, his human 
nature.  
 
(3.) His victory over Satan thereby. Satan had now trampled upon the woman, and insulted 
over her; but the seed of the woman should be raised up in the fullness of time to avenge 
her quarrel, and to trample upon him, to spoil him, to lead him captive, and to triumph over 
him, Colossians 2:15 . 
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Genesis 3:16  

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt 
bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

     We have here the sentence past upon the woman; she is condemned to a state of sorrow and a 
state of subjection: proper punishments of a sin in which she had gratified her pleasure and her 
pride. 
 
 

1. She is here put into a state of sorrow; one particular of which only is instanced in, that in 
bringing forth children, but it includes all those impressions of grief and fear which the 
mind of that tender sex is most apt to receive, and all the common calamities which they are 
liable to. It is God that multiplies our sorrows, I will do it: God, as a righteous Judge, doth it, 
which ought to silence us under all our sorrows; as many as they are we have deserved 
them all, and more: nay, God as a tender Father doth it for our necessary correction, that we 
may be humbled for sin, and weaned from it. 
 

2. She is here put into a state of subjection: the whole sex, which by creation was equal with 
man, is for sin made inferior. 

 
Genesis 3:17-18 

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of 
the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 

     Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife - He excused the fault, by laying it on his 
wife, but God doth not admit the excuse; tho' it was her fault to persuade him to eat it, it was his 
fault to hearken to her. Cursed is the ground for thy sake - And the effect of that curse is, Thorns and 
thistles shall it bring forth unto thee - The ground or earth, by the sin of man, is made subject to 
vanity, the several parts of it being not so serviceable to man's comfort and happiness, as they were 
when they were made.  

Genesis 3:19  

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. 

     In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread - His business before he sinned was a constant 
pleasure to him; but now his labour shall be a weariness. Unto dust shalt thou return. 

    Thy body shall be forsaken by thy soul, and become itself a lump of dust, and then it shall be 
lodged in the grave, and mingle with the dust of the earth. 
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Genesis 3:20  

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. 

     God having named the man, and called him Adam, which signifies red earth, he in farther token of 
dominion named the woman, and called her Eve - That is, life. Adam bears the name of the dying 
body, Eve of the living soul. The reason of the name is here given; some think by Moses the 
historian, others by Adam himself, because she was - That is, was to be the mother of all living. He 
had called her Isha, woman, before, as a wife; here he calls her Evah, life, as a mother.  

1. If this was done by divine direction, it was an instance of God's favor, and, like the new 
naming of Abraham and Sarah, it was a seal of the covenant, and an assurance to them, that 
notwithstanding their sin, he had not reversed that blessing wherewith he had blessed 
them, Be fruitful and multiply: it was likewise a confirmation of the promise now made, that 
the seed of the woman, of this woman, should break the serpent's head. 
 

2.  If Adam did of himself, it was an instance of his faith in the word of God. 

Genesis 3:21  

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. 

     These coats of skin had a significance. The beasts whose skins they were must be slain; slain 
before their eyes to show them what death is. And probably 'tis supposed they were slain for 
sacrifice, to typify the great sacrifice which in the latter end of the world should be offered once for 
all.  

     Thus the first thing that died was a sacrifice or Christ in a figure. 

Genesis 3:22  

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest 
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

     Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil - See what he has got, what 
advantages, by eating forbidden fruit! 

     This is said to humble them, and to bring them to a sense of their sin and folly, that seeing them 
thus wretchedly deceived by following the devil's counsel, they might henceforth pursue the 
happiness God offers, in the way he prescribes. 

Genesis 3:23 

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he 
was taken. 
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     He sent him forth - Bid him go out, told him he should no longer occupy and enjoy that garden; 
but he was not willing to part with it. 

Genesis 3:24  

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

     God drove him out - This signified the exclusion of him and his guilty race from that communion 
with God which was the bliss and glory of paradise. But whether did he send him when he turned 
him out of Eden?  

     He might justly have chased him out of the world, Job 18:18 , but he only chased him out of the 
garden: he might justly have cast him down to hell, as the angels that sinned were, when they were 
shut out from the heavenly paradise, 2 Peter 2:4 , but man was only sent to till the ground out of 
which he was taken.  

     He was only sent to a place of toil, not to a place of torment. He was sent to the ground, not to the 
grave; to the work - house, not to the dungeon, not to the prison - house; to hold the plough, not to 
drag the chain: his tilling the ground would be recompensed by his eating its fruits; and his 
converse with the earth, whence he was taken, was improvable to good purposes, to keep him 
humble, and to mind him of his latter end. 

     Observe then, that though our first parents were excluded from the privileges of their state of 
innocence, yet they were not abandoned to despair; God's thoughts of love designing them for a 
second state of probation upon new terms. And he placed at the east of the garden of Eden, a 
detachment of cherubim, armed with a dreadful and irresistible power, represented by flaming 
swords which turned every way, on that side the garden which lay next to the place whither Adam 
was sent, to keep the way that led to the tree of life. 
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