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Context from previous lesson: 
 

Mark 11:27-33  And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there 
come to him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,  28  And say unto him, By what 
authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do these 
things?  29  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and 
answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.  30  The baptism of John, was it 
from heaven, or of men? answer me.  31  And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall 
say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye not believe him?  32  But if we shall say, Of men; 
they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet indeed.  33  And they 
answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither do 
I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

 
Mark 12:1-12  1  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and 
set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, 
and went into a far country.  2  And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might 
receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.  3  And they caught him, and beat him, and sent 
him away empty.  4  And again he sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and 
wounded him in the head, and sent him away shamefully handled.  5  And again he sent another; and him 
they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some.  6  Having yet therefore one son, his 
wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.  7  But those 
husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be 
ours.  8  And they took him, and killed him, and cast him out of the vineyard.  9  What shall therefore the 
lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto 
others.  10  And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head 
of the corner:  11  This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?  12  And they sought to lay 
hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he had spoken the parable against them: and they 
left him, and went their way. 
 
1a  And he began to speak unto them by parables. 
 
“Them” being the “the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders,” who he had previously 
addressed in the temple.  
 

Mark 4:10-12  And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him 
the parable.  11  And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom 
of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables:  12  That 
seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; 
lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. 

 
When Jesus spoke in parables to the Jewish people and leaders, he did not expect them to 
immediately comprehend what he was saying. The parables enabled him to speak about deep 
spiritual things and to prompt those who were able to hear them to think about those things. 
Others who were not able to hear would consider them just another rabbi’s method of teaching. 
 

Matthew 13:16  But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 
 
Proverbs 20:12  The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the LORD hath made even both 
of them. 
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1b  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and 
set an hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country.   
 
God is the “certain man” and the Israelite nation is the “vineyard”.  
 

Genesis 12:2-3  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make 
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:  3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

 
1c  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an 
hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country.   
 
As the man (Matthew writes: “a certain householder”) protected and provided for the vineyard, 
so God protected and provided for Israel. Jesus uses the metaphors of the hedge, the winefat, 
and the tower to describe God’s protection and provision for the nation. 
 
Fred H. Wright from “Manner and Customs of Bible Lands on these parts of the vineyard:  
 

Hedge: “An Eastern vineyard is usually surrounded with a ditch, and the earth from the digging 
of it is thrown along the inner side of the ditch, and upon this a fence of posts, branches, and 
twigs is built with thorn-branches on top. Oftentimes a wall of either stones or sun-dried mud 
takes the place of the fence. This serves as protection from foxes, jackals, or other animals, as well 
as from any thieves.”  

 
(Winepress)/Winefat: “Those seen today are composed of two depressions hewn out of solid 
rock. The one is higher than the other one, and is also larger. The grapes are put into this one, and 
then trodden by the feet of men, women, and also children, usually whole families working 
together. The juice flows into the lower depression. Usually each vineyard of any size has its own 
winepress.” 

 
Tower: “For centuries Palestinian vineyards have had watchmen, whose duty it has been to be on 
the lookout for marauders of any kind. Sometimes a simple booth is constructed for him, on a 
high spot where he can view the entire vineyard. This is made of branches and boughs of trees, 
and provides a shelter from the rays of the sun. This place becomes the home for the watchman 
for the summer months of the year. In the winter months this booth is deserted.” 

 
1d  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an 
hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country.   
 
The “husbandmen” are the caretakers and protectors of the vineyard, Jesus’ metaphor for the 
priests and levites who were to care for Israel and protect Israel from error under the law. The 
vineyard was “let…out” to the “husbandmen” meaning it was rented for an undefined period of 
time with an expectation that the profit from the vineyard would be shared by both the 
“husbandmen” and the “householder”. 
 
1e  And he began to speak unto them by parables. A certain man planted a vineyard, and set an 
hedge about it, and digged a place for the winefat, and built a tower, and let it out to 
husbandmen, and went into a far country. 
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Jesus does not imply that God left Israel alone or that he did not continue to care for Israel, but 
God established all that was necessary for Israel to grow and be fruitful under the law.  
 
2  And at the season he sent to the husbandmen a servant, that he might receive 
from the husbandmen of the fruit of the vineyard.   
 
The “servant” being one of the prophets of God preceding Jesus Christ beginning with Jonah. 
 
3  And they caught him, and beat him, and sent him away empty.  4  And again he 
sent unto them another servant; and at him they cast stones, and wounded him in 
the head, and sent him away shamefully handled.  5  And again he sent another; 
and him they killed, and many others; beating some, and killing some. 
 

Matthew 23:29-39  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye 
build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous,  30  And 
say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.  31  Wherefore ye be witnesses 
unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the 
prophets.  32  Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.  33  Ye serpents, ye 
generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?  34  Wherefore, 
behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city:  35  That upon you may 
come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew 
between the temple and the altar.  36  Verily I say unto you, All these things shall 
come upon this generation.  37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not!  38  Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.  39  For I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

 
Acts 7:51-53  Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.  52  Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the coming of the Just 
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:  53  Who have received the law by 
the disposition of angels, and have not kept it. 

 
Jesus’ metaphor continues to describe how the “husbandmen” (spiritual leaders of Israel) 
treated the “servants” (prophets of God) throughout history, including John the Baptist. The 
sending of the servants led to the sending of the son. 
 
6  Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, 
saying, They will reverence my son. 
 

2 Peter 1:17  For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came 
such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 

 
Not that God had any misunderstanding of how Jesus would be received by the Jewish leaders. 
Jesus prophesied that he would suffer and die at their hands in Jerusalem. 
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7  But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him, and the inheritance shall be ours.  8  And they took him, and killed him, and 
cast him out of the vineyard. 
 
The “husbandmen” want the vineyard for themselves. They do not want to share it with the 
“householder” or “his wellbeloved”. This was the mind of the Jewish leaders. They were going to 
do all that they could to retain their wealth and influence in Israel. They denied and killed Jesus 
(even if they did not absolutely know that he was the son of God) because they wanted Israel for 
themselves and had abandoned their ordained roles and responsibilities, thinking that the 
kingdom of God was theirs to own and rule, rather than seeing that the kingdom of God was at 
hand.  
 
9  What shall therefore the lord of the vineyard do? he will come and destroy the 
husbandmen, and will give the vineyard unto others. 
 
If the Jewish leaders knew the scriptures, the parable of the vineyard would be particularly 
convicting to them. 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7  Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his 
vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:  2  And he fenced it, and 
gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the 
midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes.  3  And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of 
Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard.  4  What could have been done 
more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should bring 
forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?  5  And now go to; I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; and 
break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down:  6  And I will lay it waste: 
it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will 
also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  7  For the vineyard of the 
LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and 
he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry. 
 

Jesus pronounced judgment upon those who rejected him during his ministry on earth. 
 
Matthew 11:20-24  Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty 
works were done, because they repented not:  21  Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  22  But I say unto you, It 
shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for 
you.  23  And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for 
if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day.  24  But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 
 

10  And have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is 
become the head of the corner:  11  This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes?   
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John Gill on “the stone”: Christ is often in Scripture compared to a stone, and is called the stone of 
Israel; is said to be a stone of stumbling to some, and a precious tried stone to others: is represented as a 
stone cut out of the mountain without hands, and on which are seven eyes: and is fitly compared to one, 
for his usefulness in the spiritual building the church, where he is as both the foundation and corner 
stone, and for his strength and duration. Christ is the sure, firm, and everlasting foundation, which God 
has laid in Zion, and the only one of any avail; nor can any other be laid to any purpose; and if he is 
neglected, and laid aside, in the ministration of the word, the building which men endeavour to rear, or 
exhort unto, will come to nothing. Whoever build on him are safe, and on nothing else: Christ is the 
foundation, on which the church, and every believer, are built, and therefore will abide; for the gates of 
hell cannot prevail against them: the covenant of grace is immoveable, being established in him; its 
mercies are sure, and its promises yea and amen: the salvation of immortal souls is certain, resting upon 
him; the faith and hope of the saints fail not, being directed to, and settled on him: the house not made 
with hands, which is in heaven, is an eternal one; and the city, which has foundations, is a continuing one, 
because of the concern that Christ has in it; and though he is of such eminent use and importance in the 
building, yet, as such, the "builders rejected" him: by the builders are meant, the Jewish rulers, both 
political and ecclesiastical, especially the latter, who pretended to instruct, and build up the people in 
knowledge and understanding; but in a very bad way did they do it, and upon a very sandy foundation, 
upon their fleshly privileges, their moral righteousness, and the observance of the ceremonial law, and the 
traditions of the elders.” 

 
12  And they sought to lay hold on him, but feared the people: for they knew that he 
had spoken the parable against them: and they left him, and went their way. 

 
God has given the vineyard to others. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and the dispersion 
of the Jews among the nations of the world fulfilled the prophecies of Jesus and others. Contrary 
to the opinion of some, the modern nation of Israel is a construct of man, not of God. The 
everlasting vineyard of the Lord is the kingdom of God and is visible in the church. Jesus, the 
son of God, has come in the flesh, suffered and died, resurrected and ascended. Does the parable 
have any application to us? Was it only for the Jews? No, the church can take this lesson from 
the parable: If we have rejected the prophets, if we have rejected the son of God, and it seems we 
are under attack and no longer able to bear fruit, we should pray for forgiveness, repenting of 
our sins, so that the Lord might make us fruitful again. 
 

Psalms 80:7-19  Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and 
we shall be saved.  8  Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the 
heathen, and planted it.  9  Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it 
to take deep root, and it filled the land.  10  The hills were covered with the shadow of 
it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars.  11  She sent out her boughs unto 
the sea, and her branches unto the river.  12  Why hast thou then broken down her 
hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her?  13  The boar out 
of the wood doth waste it, and the wild beast of the field doth devour 
it.  14  Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look down from heaven, and behold, 
and visit this vine;  15  And the vineyard which thy right hand hath planted, and 
the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.  16  It is burned with fire, it is 
cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance.  17  Let thy hand be 
upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong 
for thyself.  18  So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call 
upon thy name.  19  Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine; 
and we shall be saved. 


