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Psalm 112  “The Blessed Man”   October 21, 2018 
Psalm 111 
2 Corinthians 9 
 
Psalm 112 is linked to Psalm 111 by the use of the same acrostic structure – 
 the same opening line (Praise the LORD) – 
 and by using a number of the same words and themes as Psalm 111. 
 
An acrostic poem – as we saw last week, 
 uses an alphabetical structure for the poem. 
Each line of the Psalm begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 
 
There are 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet –  
 but there are 23 lines in Psalm 111. 
 
The one line in Psalm 111 (and Psalm 112, for that matter)  

that doesn’t fit the acrostic is the opening line: 
  “Praise the LORD!” 
 
This has the effect of linking these two alphabetical poems – 
 Both are designed to praise the LORD 
 Psalm 111 praises the LORD for his mighty deeds, 
  while Psalm 112 praises the LORD for the Blessed Man. 
 
 Our Shorter Catechism says that the scriptures principally teach 
  “what man is to believe concerning God, 
   and what duty God requires of man.” 
 Psalm 111 focused on the first part. 
 Psalm 112 focuses on the second. 
 
But Psalm 112 says that the blessed man will look and act like God. 
 The one who fears the LORD (v1) prospers (v3) is righteous (v3, 6, 9),  

is generous and just (5, 9), is renowned (6 – cf. 111:4), firm and steady (v7-8),  
has no fear (7-8), is honored (v9 – 111:3).  

Like the LORD in 111:4, the blessed man is “gracious and merciful” (112:4).  
 
Both God and the blessed man share  

“an identity marked by righteousness, grace, mercy, renown, and power.” (Brown, 98) 
And everything starts with the fear of the LORD. 
 
As we saw at the end of Psalm 111, the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. 
 So in order to remember the backdrop, let’s sing Psalm 111. 
 
Sing Psalm 111 
Read 2 Corinthians 9 
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1. The Characteristics of the Blessed Man (v1-4) 
a. He Fears the LORD and Delights in His Commandments (v1) 

Praise the LORD! 
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 
    who greatly delights in his commandments! 
 
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD. 

In Hebrew this word “blessed” is related to the verb that means 
 “to go straight on” or to “make progress” to “advance forward.” 
It’s actually not related at all to the Hebrew word for “blessing.” 
 The reason why we translate it “blessed” 
  is because it is really hard to find a good alternative in English! 
 Some want to say “fortunate is man” – 
  but “fortune” is not really the idea here either! 
 Others say “happy is the man” – 
  but Oh MY! the English word “happy” doesn’t work anymore. 
  

So let me try a paraphrase that covers all the bases: 
 “Going in the right direction in life with the prosperity that comes from God” 
  is the man who fears the LORD! 
 
And quite frankly,  
 there is one English word that captures the idea of  

“going the right direction in life with the prosperity that comes from God.” 
And that would be the English word, “Blessed.” 
 

So we’ll just go with “blessed.” 
 
In verses 1-4, the Psalmist describes this Blessed Man in terms of several characteristics. 
 First, he fears the LORD. 
  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom – 
   as Psalm 111 just told us! 
 
You become what you worship. 
 Or, to put it more in the language of the Psalm itself – 
  you become what you fear. 
 
I want you to think about that. 
 What do you fear? 
 What are you afraid of? 
  In one sense, we tend to run far away from that which we fear! 
  But fear has a tendency to control us. 
  It becomes paralyzing. 
 Think of that person in your life who has a hold on you – 
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  that voice in the back of your head that won’t go away! 
 
 And over the years – as that voice dominates us, 
  it shapes us more and more into its image. 
 
 Imagine now if God himself was the one whom you feared! 
  If his voice was the one that would not go away! 
 
  Oh dear, that was the wrong image. 
  Now you are imaging the voice of the Lord as an annoying, haunting voice 
   that won’t leave you alone! 
 
 No, I’m not talking about an imaginary voice. 
  I’m talking about the real voice of the LORD – 
   that voice that spoke in the beginning and brought life and light! 
   that voice that speaks comfort – and rebuke! – 
    to make all the world new in Jesus Christ. 
 
 And this is why Psalm 112 brings together fear and delight! 
 When you fear God’s voice properly then you also come to delight in his commands! 
  Think of it in terms of our human relationships: 
   in a friendship you care what your friend thinks about you – 
    and there is both fear and delight in that relationship. 
  Don’t tell me that there is no fear in a close friendship! 
   If your closest friend says that they are moving a thousand miles away – 
    you are afraid of losing that friend! 
  But even in the relationship, 
   you highly value what they think of you – 
    you delight in what they say – 
   and so you are very concerned to maintain their good opinion of you. 
 
 So there is a way in which fear and delight work well together  

(when they are working properly!) – 
such that fearing God and delighting in his commandments  
 go hand in hand. 

 
As one commentator puts it, 
 Fear “indicates respect and deference  

expressing itself in the practice of submission and obedience.  
Delight is an attitude of enthusiasm, which (applied to commands)  

again expresses itself in submission and obedience.  
If someone claimed to delight in Yhwh’s commands but did not obey them,  

it would be odd.” (Goldingay, 310) 
 
In Psalm 111, we delighted in God’s mighty deeds. 
 Here in Psalm 112, we delight in God’s commandments. 
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 Last time we saw the reason for this. 
  The gospel always comes first. 
  The good news of God’s mighty deeds in history always comes first. 
   The law – apart from the gospel – only condemns. 
   When God’s commands come to us – apart from the gospel – 
    we tremble before him! 
   We recognize that we are sinners – we have fallen short – 
    and we stand condemned before Almighty God! 
 
  If you do not delight in God’s mighty deeds, 
   then neither will you delight in God’s commandments! 
 
 But for the one who does delight in God’s mighty deeds – 
  for the one who rejoices that Jesus has come  

and delivered us from the bonds of sin and death – 
  the commandments of God also give joy to our hearts! 
 
So fearing God and delighting in his commandments (because we delight in his mighty deeds) 

form the foundation for everything else in the Christian life. 
 
 

b. His Offspring Will Be a Mighty Man (v2) 
2 His offspring will be mighty in the land; 
    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
 
Verse 2 then speaks of how his offspring – his “seed” will be a mighty man. 
 The ESV translates it as a generic – but it’s important to note the singular – 
  and especially because the second half of the verse  

broadens out to the whole generation. 
  (and, like in English, the Hebrew word for “generation” 
   can either mean all of a person’s descendants – 
   OR all of a person’s contemporaries!). 
 Paul will pick up on this usage of the “seed” in the OT 
  and point out that the promise is not to many seeds – but to one. 
 “And to your seed” – the Seed of Abraham – the Seed of the Woman – 
  our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 But immediately after emphasizing the importance of the Mighty Man, 
  there is a blessing that comes upon the whole generation of the upright. 
 Jesus is the blessed Man who feared God and delighted in his commandments.  
  And therefore, there is a whole generation of the upright – 
   as Jesus says – “here am I and the children God has given me”! 
 
But before we move on – 
 we need to ask  
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  what does it mean to be a “mighty man”? 
   a “gibbor”? 
 
 You might hear echoes of David’s “mighty men” – 
  the great warriors of the Old Testament. 
   And you’d be right. 
   That’s where the idea of the ‘mighty man’ comes from. 
 But look more closely at our text. 
  What is it that characterizes a ‘mighty man’? 
 
  What in our text suggests a muscle-bound warrior? 
 
  The gibbor of Psalm 112 is a generous, gracious man 
   whose chief focus is on helping those in need. 
  
And, by the way, this is why we need to be careful  

when we are talking about what it means to be a “man” or a “woman.” 
Many have noted the parallels between Psalm 112 and Proverbs 31. 
 Psalm 112 is a description of the blessed man – 
 Proverbs 31 is a description of the virtuous woman. 
   
 Except everywhere else, the word translated “virtuous” (or “excellent” in the ESV) 
  gets translated as valiant or strength, or army! 
 It’s a close synonym with our word “gibbor” – the mighty man of verse 2. 
 
 In fact, the reason why it could be translated virtuous 
  is because the word “virtue” comes from a Latin root meaning “man.” 
 And the original idea of virtue had to do with being “strong” and powerful,” 

not just being “good.” 
 
Indeed, the Proverbs 31 woman – like the Psalm 112 man – is “powerful (v17, 25),  

generous to the poor (v20), lacks fear (v21), accrues wealth (v16, 18),  
and holds an estimable reputation (v23, 28-31). (Brown, 98) 

 
I bring this up here so that you can see that despite the masculine pronouns, 
 the OT itself sees that this sort of person does not have to be male. 
 
This is simply what a godly human being looks like. 
 
You may be familiar with Garrison Keilor’s description of Lake Wobegone: 
 “Where all the women are strong, all the men are good-looking,  

and all the children are above average.” 
 Actually he’s using an OT way of talking!  
 
But the point you see in verse 2, is that the blessed man produces mighty offspring. 
 It is a characteristic thing – 
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  it's not an ironclad rule 
   (Isaac was a faithful and blessed man – 
    but Esau didn’t turn out so well!). 

And we should be thankful that it is not an ironclad rule – 
 because many of us had poor parents who did us harm. 
Do we have to turn out like them? 
 No – we can always turn away from those patterns. 
But that also means that the children of the faithful can also turn away! 
 

The third characteristic is found in verse 3: 
 

c. Wealth in His House and Enduring Righteousness (v3) 
3 Wealth and riches are in his house, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 
 
The last line in this verse is repeated from 111:3 – 
 except in Psalm 111:3, it was God’s righteousness enduring forever. 
 
 Now it is the righteousness of the blessed man that endures forever. 
 
At first this may sound startling. 
 Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures forever.  
 
 Donald Trump is a very wealthy man – does that mean his righteousness endures forever? 
 
Again, I’m going to have to ask you to keep reading with me. 
 Verse 3 – by itself – might sound like it was saying that wealth guarantees righteousness. 
 But as we will see – the point is how does he use his wealth!? 
 
Suffice it to say here that the characteristic of the blessed man 
 is that his wealth and riches (however much or little he has)  
  are used well. 
 
And the final characteristic in verse 4 begins to show us how this works: 
 

d. He Arises as Light in the Darkness for the Upright (v4) 
4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 
    he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
 
I’ve given you a better translation of the first part of verse 4 in your notes: 
 “He arises as light in the darkness for the upright.” 
 
Now we begin to see how wealth and righteousness connect. 
 The blessed man himself arises as light in the darkness. 
 In other words, the blessed man – the faithful man – the wise and godly Christian – 
  will use his (or her – as in Proverbs 31) wealth  
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   for the sake of the upright to deliver them from their trouble. 
 
If I am going to be a gracious, merciful, and righteous person, 
 then I need to use the resources and abilities that God has given me 
  in the service of those around me. 
 
Think about Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan. 

Jesus had just said that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves – 
 and so someone asks, “and who is my neighbor?” 
 
Jesus answers by telling the story of a Samaritan who came to the aid of a helpless Jew. 

  Yes, “light dawns in the darkness for the upright” – 
   but only because the blessed man – the one who fears the LORD 
   and greatly delights in his commandments – 
    himself arises as light in the darkness for the upright. 
 
 Psalm 111:4 had said that the LORD is gracious and merciful. 
 Now Psalm 112:4 says that the blessed man is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
 
Okay, so we’ve seen several characteristics of the Blessed Man. 
 He fears the LORD and greatly delights in his commandments. 
 His offspring is a mighty man. 
 He way he uses his wealth gives him an enduring righteousness. 
 And he rescues those who dwell in darkness. 
 
Okay – but how? 
 I’m glad you asked that question – 
  because verses 5-9 then talk about this. 
 

2. The Practices of the Blessed Man (v5-9) 
a. Generosity in Lending (v5) 

5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 
    who conducts his affairs with justice. 
 
As we are seeing, the Psalmist highlights the economic activity of the Blessed Man. 
 And notice that verses 5 and 9 focus on two different kinds of helping those in need. 
 
 In verse 5, we have generosity in lending. 
 In verse 9, we have generosity in giving to the poor. 
 
What is the difference? 
 Well, you would lend to someone who is in a tight spot, 
  but with some effort, and a little help, will be able to dig out and repay you. 
 But for someone who is truly helpless – you don’t expect them to pay you back. 
  Rather, you give and expect nothing in return. 
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 In those days, your friend might need a loan to keep his farm going – 
  he had a bad harvest last year, and he can’t both feed his family and keep his farm. 
 You lend him the money to feed his family – so that he keep his farm – 
  and with a better harvest this year, he’ll be back on his feet. 
 
 On the other hand, if your friend has nothing – if he has already lost everything – 
  he has no way to pay you back! 
 Lending to him would be predatory! 
  A loan would simply destroy him! 
  We’ll talk about him in verse 9. 
 
As we’ve been working on this Caylor House project, 
 we’ve been wrestling with this very distinction. 
 
The Caylor House project is designed to include affordable housing in Christian community 
 for singles – or families – that want to follow Christ together. 
 
 The Caylor House idea is designed for a variety of people – 
  some of whom may be financially in good shape – 
  others of whom may be in temporary difficulty – 
  and others of whom may be in dire distress. 
 
 So we’ve been working on developing an idea that would make the same distinction 
  as Psalm 112 – 
   namely, how do we encourage Christian lending? 
  I think that we as a congregation have done well over the years  

in giving to the poor. 
  But we don’t do much at all in terms of lending to those in a tight spot. 
 
  Admittedly, part of it is that our banking system provides a lot of good resources! 
  And with interest rates as low as they have been, 
   there hasn’t been much obvious need for it. 
 

But lending – as it is conceived in Psalm 112 –  
is supposed to help your brothers – to help your community – 
 to rebuild their own estate, without tearing yours down. 

 So we’ve been talking about a plan whereby we could help residents of the Caylor House 
  build up equity through a sort of investment program.  
 People in the congregation (or the wider community) 
  could invest in the Caylor House – 
   and receive a very modest return on that investment. 
 The residents of the Caylor Houses would thereby be able to build up some equity 
  that would enable them (eventually – building up equity is a slow process, 
   as anyone with a mortgage knows!) to buy their own house. 
 
This is the sort of thing that Psalm 112 is talking about. 
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I realize that many people today listen to Dave Ramsey –  

and Dave Ramsey often says that borrowing is bad. 
 
And it’s true that a lot of modern borrowing practices are bad – 
 but Dave Ramsey is not scripture. 
Psalm 112:5 – the word of the LORD – says  
 “it is well with the man who deals generously and lends.” 
 

 It takes wisdom to know how to lend wisely and well – 
  but done well lending – (perhaps you should think of it as investing) –  

becomes a way in which you arise as light in the darkness for the upright. 
 

 You lend to someone who needs a hand to get back on their feet. 
 You are investing in their future –  
  and as they repay the debt, 
   they are enabling you to continue to invest in others.  
 
And this sort of attitude towards those in need  

is reflected in the second practice of the blessed man in verse 6: 
 

b. Steadfastness (v6) 
6 For the righteous will never be moved; 
    he will be remembered forever. 
 
There are actually two forevers in this verse. 
 “Because he does not falter forever;  
  the righteous will be remembered forever.” 
 
 Psalm 111 talked a lot about remembering – 
  as God remembers his covenant forever – 
  and God causes his wondrous works to be remembered. 
 But now we see that the righteous – the one who is generous to those in need – 
  will be remembered forever. 
 

And in light of Psalm 111 – 
 the point is that the righteous will be remembered  

as long as God remembers his covenant. 
 
 I’ve referred to this as “steadfastness” – 
  because of the language of ‘will never be moved.’ 
 
 He does not falter. 
 He remains steadfast. 
 Nothing can move him – 
  because – as we saw in verse 1 – 
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  he fears the LORD and delights in his commandments.  
 
And that’s at the heart of the description of his practice in verses 7-8 
 

c. Not Fearful but Trusts in the LORD (v7-8) 
7 He is not afraid of bad news; 
    his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 
8 His heart is steady;[b] he will not be afraid, 
    until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 
 
When you fear God 
 you don’t fear bad news. 
This is why the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. 
 
Have you ever been afraid of bad news? 
 Walking into the doctor’s office – is it going to be cancer? 
 Your boss says, “hey we need to talk…” 

A police officer knocks on your door – 
 “Are you the parent of Michael …?” 
 

What are you afraid of? 
 The blessed man is not afraid of bad news 
  because the blessed man fears God. 
  
 And God has promised that he will be faithful to his promises. 
  So what if bad news comes? 
   
 What’s the worst thing that could happen? 
  I could die – and go to be with Christ! 
  I could lose my job – something could happen to my kids… 
 
   But do I trust God? 
   Do I believe that God is really God – 
    Do I fear God? 
    Do I delight in his commandments? 
   Is his way really best? 
 
 When we fear bad news – that means that we are letting someone other than God 

control the narrative of our lives – 
and when we let others dictate what controls us – 

    we are forgetting who we are – who God is – 
   and where all this is going! 
 
Think of Job. 
 Job got some bad news. 
  His children were dead. 
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  His wealth was gone. 
  And now his health is shot. 
 Now, it is true that Job was not happy about this! 
 He was miserable! 
 He was angry. 
 He was hurt. 
 
 But he still trusted God. 
  “Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him!” 
 
 He didn’t understand what God was doing. 
 But he trusted God! 
 
Likewise for Psalm 112, wisdom “is not primarily a matter of understanding;  

it is all about covenantal praxis,  
the fruit of obedience.  

Wisdom is embodied in righteousness  
born of trust in Yhwh (Ps 112:7)  
and delight in Yhwh’s commandments (v1).” (Brown, 99) 

 
d. Generosity in Giving to the Poor – Enduring Righteousness (v9) 

9 He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 
    his righteousness endures forever; 
    his horn is exalted in honor. 
 
And so because I trust in the LORD – because my hope is in him – 
 therefore all that I have is devoted to his service. 
 
Here we see the other part of financial generosity. 
 We saw earlier that lending is an important way of investing in the future of others. 
 But you do not lend to the poor. 
  After all, the poor have no means of repaying you! 
  The poor have no wealth! 
  Oh, sure, they may have an income – 
   but their income barely covers their expenses! 
  How are they supposed to pay you back? 
 
 You give to the poor. 
  And this also is called “righteousness.” 
 
  Because righteousness has to do with living in a right manner. 
  
 Paul quotes this verse in 2 Corinthians 9:9. 
  The church in Judea was suffering – 
   there was a famine – and so the apostles were taking up collections 
    to help the poor around Jerusalem. 
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  And Paul says to the church in Corinth that their fellow Christians in Judea 
   are their neighbors. 
 
 Paul says that giving to the poor and needy is an act of righteousness. 
  After quoting this verse Paul says, 
   “He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food 
    will supply and multiply your seed for sowing  

and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
   You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, 
    which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”  
  
 It’s important for us to see that giving to the poor is a righteous act. 
  It is what a just person does when he sees someone in need. 
  I think sometimes we think of giving to the poor simply as “charity” – 
   “mercy” – something above and beyond “justice.” 
  But scripture regularly puts giving to the poor in the category of righteousness. 
 
Think about how Paul explains this in 2 Corinthians 9 – 
 “For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints 
  but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 
 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission  

flowing from your confession of the gospel of Christ,  
and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others,  

while they long for you and pray for you,  
because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.” 
 

 Your giving to those in need (and particularly in 2 Corinthians, 
  this is giving for your fellow Christians – your brothers and sisters –  

who are afflicted)  
  not only supplies the needs of the saints – 
   but also expresses your submission to God – 
   which flows from your confession of the gospel of Christ. 
 
 In other words, if you believe the gospel – 
  if you confess that Jesus is Lord – 
  then you will show that in the way that you give to those in need. 
 
 With the result that God will be glorified – and you will be honored. 
 
There’s a very real way in which Paul is expressing what the end of verse 9 says: 
 “his horn is exalted in honor.” 
 
 The “horn” is a symbol of strength – 
  so when someone’s horn is exalted –  

that’s a way of saying “he’s a mighty man” –  
he is what a human being is supposed to be! 
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3. The Wicked Hates It and Fades Away (v10) 

10 The wicked man sees it and is angry; 
    he gnashes his teeth and melts away; 
    the desire of the wicked will perish! 
 
In Psalm 1, the whole Psalm focuses on the contrast between the righteous and the wicked. 
 In Psalm 112, the wicked only make an appearance here at the end! 
  
 But the wicked see the way that the righteous take care of each other – 
  and it makes them mad! 
 The wicked would prefer to exploit the poor and use them for their own advantage – 
  but the blessed man reflects the justice and righteousness of God – 
   the same justice and righteousness that God himself demonstrates – 
  when God rescues poor and needy sinners  

from the grasp of sin, death, and the devil! 
 
But this is where we need to remember that the “desire of the wicked will perish.” 
 The wicked will “melt away” – like the wicked witch of the west! 
 They may seem like they have substance – 
  but in the end, they’ve got nothing. 
 
The blessed man fears the LORD, and greatly delights in his commandments – 
 and his righteousness endures forever – he will be remembered forever – 
  because he reflects the character and practices of God! 
 
 So you don’t have to fear the wicked – 
  Their memory will not endure forever. 
   
 When you fear God – when his word, his commandments – are what matter to you, 
  then the voice of the wicked fades and melts away –  
   because you realize – 
  that path is a dead-end road that leads to nowhere. 
 
 
 
Sing Psalm 112 after the sermon 
 


