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Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all 
Achaia: 2 Corinthians 1:1 

 

The book of 2 Corinthians is comprised of 13 chapters and totals 257 verses. If you 
are ready for a 257-day analysis of this book, come along as we peer into its 
words. Feel free to invite a friend if you think they will be blessed as well! 

 

Although the verse divisions at the beginning of 1 Corinthians 1 are different than 
the beginning of 2 Corinthians 1, the greeting is very similar in both. Referring to 1 
Corinthians, it says - 

 

"Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and 
Sosthenes our brother, 

2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:" 1 Corinthians 1:1, 2 

 

In 2 Corinthians, he has substituted "Sothenes" with "Timothy." Elsewhere, 
Timothy is noted as Paul's "son" which demonstrated a spiritual connection 
directly to Paul's heart based on their relationship. Here he is called "brother" 
because of the connection which should exist between him and all the faithful 
believers who are being addressed.  
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The inclusion of Timothy here is not without deeper purpose. Timothy was young 
and Paul wanted him to be confident in his ministry. And so he is showing that 
there was equality between them that should be respected by the other believers 
as well. Further, there will be some points of perceived contention between the 
Corinthians and Paul which need to be addressed.  

 

Paul had told the Corinthians that he would come to visit them when he left 
Ephesus, but his plans had changed. The introduction of Timothy, who had been 
with Paul, would allow him to be a witness who could substantiate that Paul's 
motives were not in any way impure towards the believers in Corinth.  

 

As with 1 Corinthians, Paul establishes his apostolic authority by saying "Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ." Noting that it is "by the will of God" shows that the 
selection came not by personal choice, but by the sovereign will and grand design 
of God. His coming words are intended for "the church of God which is at 
Corinth," but there is also the greater intent of them being read to all believers in 
the area, of which Corinth was the capital. Thus it is an encyclical letter. Any 
smaller churches, and any scattered believers, were to be included in the 
reception of his words. 

 

Life application: Paul's inclusion of Timothy at the beginning of this letter bestows 
upon him a special dignity which would bolster the young man's confidence. It is 
good to evaluate others around us and see where we can act in a like manner. We 
are all deficient in one area or another. And so with care and attention, we can be 
a participant in the growth of their weakness by using tactful and carefully 
targeted means. They may not even be aware of our efforts, but in the end, they 
will be better off if we devote such time towards those around us. 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
2 Corinthians 1:2 
 

This is Paul's common greeting, even if it contains slight variations. It is an exact 
repeat of 1 Corinthians 1:3. He has identified himself, his calling, who was 



accompanying him, and who the letter is directed to. After those formalities, he 
gives these words - “Grace to you and peace to you.”  

 

Grace is unmerited favor; it cannot be earned. This is a common greeting among 
the Greek people. Peace however is the more common greeting among the 
Hebrew people. In their language, the word is shalom. Shalom however is more 
than a greeting for calm or quiet, but a petition for wholeness and completion in 
all ways. Paul unites the two terms just as the church is being united between Jew 
and Gentile during his time. This grace precedes the peace because only after 
receiving God's grace can His peace truly be experienced.  

 

This wonderful blessing to them is extended "from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ." It is a greeting from the eternal God – both the unseen Father and 
His Son who reveals the Father to us. Rather than being an argument against the 
deity of Jesus Christ, it is an argument for it. He is tying the two in as one - Jesus 
being a member of the Godhead. He is not inferring some type of God/non-god 
distinction, but a harmonious blending of the two; both fully God. 

 

Throughout his letters, as with the entire Bible, the deity of Jesus Christ is a 
concept and a precept which simply can’t be missed. It is the very heart of what 
God has done for the reconciliation of the people of the world. 

 

Life application: There may be someone around you today who is lacking peace. 
Take time today to tell them of God's grace. In doing so, they may come to the 
peace which is truly peace - reconciliation with God through a personal 
relationship with His Son. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort, 2 Corinthians 1:3 

 

Verse 3 begins the formal epistle, following after the greetings of verses 1 & 2. In 
his words, Paul gives a general note of praise which is similar in each of his letters. 



Here he praises God in a spontaneous outbreak which could almost be considered 
a doxology in itself. In the greeting, he notes the deity of Christ through the words 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." The praise is to Christ's 
Father, but it is an implicit reference to Jesus' own deity because of the pattern 
given in Genesis 1 which shows that all things reproduce after their own kind. 
Jesus wasn't adopted as a son. Rather He came forth from God. 

 

And this God is "the Father of mercies..." These words are an expression a Hebrew 
mode of speaking where an adjective is substituted for a noun. It would then be 
synonymous with the term "merciful Father." However, there is more force than 
the mere phrase "merciful Father" because of the way it is constructed. Mercy and 
compassion describe Him and are a part of His unchanging attributes.  

 

Further, Paul calls Him "God of all comfort." He is not only merciful, but His mercy 
transfers into compassion for those to whom He has bestowed His mercy. It is a 
wonderful thought that not only are we granted release from the punishment we 
deserve, but the One who so releases us then comes to us with consolation and a 
hand of loving care. 

 

In this verse, Ellicott notes that, "In the balanced structure of the sentence—the 
order of 'God' and “Father” in the first clause being inverted in the second—we 
may trace something like an unconscious adoption of the familiar parallelism of 
Hebrew poetry." Paul, despite being the Apostle to the Gentiles, never strayed far 
from His Hebrew upbringing and he transfers it to us in His New Testament 
writings. 

 

Life application: Because of Jesus, we can see the evident mercy of God upon us. 
What we deserve, we are not given. Instead of wrath and punishment, we have 
been granted mercy. And further, God then provides us with abundant comfort as 
He tends to us. No matter how bad we may have it at any given time, it is far 
better than the best we could expect if we got what we truly deserved. Thus, let 
us always remember to thank God for the many blessings He has lavished upon 
us! 



...who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God. 2 Corinthians 1:4 

 

This verse is connected directly to the previous verse which said, "Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort..." 

 

It is this "God of all comfort" of which Paul continues to speak. It is He "who 
comforts us in all our tribulation." The "us" is speaking of all believers, but 
particularly himself, those with him, and the recipients of his letter, the 
Corinthians. We are included in this as well in that God has ensured this epistle is 
included in the Bible. Therefore, we can be confident that all tribulations we face 
do in fact include God's great hand of comfort. 

 

And there is a reason for this in our lives. It is "that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any trouble." In this, Paul gives an end purpose for our own 
tribulations. They come so that we will have the ability to comfort others in their 
times of tribulation. If God is truly the "God of all comfort," and our comforting 
others in their own tribulations is an end purpose of the afflictions we face, then 
this means that God's comfort for those we in turn provide comfort to is being 
provided by us. Thus, we become the means of God's comfort of which He speaks. 

 

In confirmation of this, Paul shows this to be so when our own ability to comfort 
others comes "with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted with." 
Jesus suffered and yet through His sufferings He was able to provide comfort to 
those who followed Him. They in turn suffered, and they in turn were able to 
provide comfort to those who followed them. It is a repeating cycle of care which 
stems originally from God who truly is the "God of all comfort." This is actually 
alluded to in the book of Hebrews - 

 

"For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He can 



have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is 
also subject to weakness." Hebrews 5:1, 2 

 

As an additional note, Paul does not say that the only reason for our tribulations is 
to attain the ability to comfort others. Tribulations may come for correction, as an 
instrument of bringing us closer to the Lord, or simply for attaining knowledge 
that we would otherwise be lacking. In all though, when tribulations come, they 
are not unknown to God, nor is He uncaring concerning our situation. 

 

Life application: God has promised never to leave us nor forsake us when we are 
in Christ. Let us be reassured in this, particularly when times of great trial or 
suffering arise. 

 

For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds 
through Christ. 2 Corinthians 1:5 

 

There are numerous references to the sufferings of Christ in the Bible, and many 
of them are spoken of as being related directly to His disciples. In Colossians 1:24, 
Paul tells us that - 

 

"I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church..." 

 

The church is destined for suffering, just as it is destined for glory. Paul understood 
this, and he felt that as much as he suffered there was an abounding of 
consolation to be found at the same time. Nothing was lacking in the process of 
suffering. And the consolation which he felt was the surety that he possessed the 
Spirit of God. In knowing this, he was thus comforted because the Spirit is a 
guarantee of future glory for the believer. Hence, he notes exactly this in 
Philippians 3:10 - 

 



"...that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death." 

 

In "being conformed to His death" we shall also be raised as He was to eternal life 
through "the power of the resurrection." There could be no shame in the suffering 
if there is the coming glory which that suffering leads to. Thus, there is the great 
consolation which "also abounds through Christ." Understanding this, believers 
are not to be ashamed of suffering, but instead are instructed to be willing to bear 
His reproach, knowing that we bear all of the honor and future glory that comes 
with it. And so the author of Hebrews admonishes us - 

 

"Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach." 
Hebrews 13:13 

 

Life application: Even if we have never really suffered for the name of Christ, many 
in the world have. We cannot assume that just because the place where we live is 
a harbor of safety for Christians, that it won't be attacked at some point. And 
therefore, we must always be ready to accept sufferings that may come our way, 
knowing that in them our consolation will also abound through Christ. 

 

Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effective 
for enduring the same sufferings which we also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it 
is for your consolation and salvation. 2 Corinthians 1:6 

 

Paul's words continue on from the thought of the previous verse. There he noted 
the logical chain of events from Christ's sufferings to the sufferings of the apostles. 
In their sufferings, they also abounded in Christ's consolation. In turn, he notes 
that there is a reason for their afflictions. It is "...for your consolation and 
salvation." 

 

One thing leads naturally to another. Paul shows this explicitly in Philippians 1 - 



"But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have 
actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 13 so that it has become 
evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 
14 and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, 
are much more bold to speak the word without fear." Philippians 1:12-14 

 

It then is for a good purpose that the apostles were afflicted. The lessons learned 
by those who saw their sufferings led directly to their consolation and even 
salvation "which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we also 
suffer." We learn by example and we can remember other's courage during 
afflictions which can then strengthen us in our walk. This is a natural human 
pattern, be it a soldier learning from his platoon sergeant, or a cow-hand on the 
range learning from the older hands. To see that others can take difficulties shows 
us that we too, having a like nature, can take them as well. 

 

Finally, it isn't just sufferings that we receive benefit from. It is also times of 
comfort. As Paul notes, "Or if we are comforted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation." The Corinthians were able to see both sides of the coin through Paul's 
afflictions and through his times of comfort. Because of this, they were able to 
process what happened to him and apply it to themselves and their own spiritual 
walk. 

 

This progression is seen from Paul's hand in Romans 5 - 

 

"And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us." Romans 5:3-5 

 

Life application: Those who are wise will learn from those who go before them. If 
we pay heed to their times of trials and their times of rejoicing and grasp how 
they were affected by them, we can follow their examples when similar times 
come upon us. To think that we are experiencing something new which is unique 



to the human condition is naive. And to think that we can handle such an instance 
better than those who have already experienced them without learning from 
them is only begging for greater troubles than we need to face. 

 

And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are partakers of 
the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation. 2 Corinthians 1:7 

 

Again as with the previous verses, Paul ties suffering in with comfort. It is true that 
we cannot fully appreciate things without a contrast with which to gauge them. If 
we always felt well, we wouldn't have an appreciation for what feeling well 
means. But when we get hurt or sick, we can then understand how good it was to 
feel normal. And when we get back to feeling normal, we can enjoy it in a new 
way. 

 

If everything smelled sweet, we wouldn't have an appreciation for it. But when an 
objectionable odor comes along, we can then more appreciate the sweet 
fragrances of the flowers. In consideration of this, Paul has spoken of suffering and 
consolation. Here, he tells the Corinthians (and all who suffer in Christ and have 
read this letter), that the apostle's hope for us in our sufferings is steadfast.  

 

They had suffered and they had received consolation. Likewise, they knew that 
we, being "partakers of the sufferings" would also "partake of the consolation." To 
show that the "our" is certainly a truth understood by the other apostles, we can 
go to the words of Peter. In his first epistle, he shows a similar thought for us to 
consider - 

 

"But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you." 1 
Peter 5:10 

 

The truth is that suffering stinks. Nobody willingly hopes for suffering. But in 
Christ, there is a good end to the sufferings we face, and there is a good reason 



why we have faced them. The fragrance of the consolation is there and it is all the 
more sweet because we too have suffered. 

 

Life application: In the Bible, we are admonished to "fix our eyes on Jesus." In so 
doing, we won't get arrogant in the good times and we won't become despondent 
in the difficult times. In Him is our perfect example to emulate and our perfect 
hope to anticipate. 

 

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble which came to 
us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we 
despaired even of life. 2 Corinthians 1:8 

 

Paul has been writing in general terms and speech during his introductory 
comments. He now initiates a more specific line of thought beginning with "For 
we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren." This same terminology is used by 
him at least four other times in his letters. For example, in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 he 
says - 

 

"But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope." 

 

Continuing on, he will now give specific details of the sufferings that he referenced 
in verses 3 through 7. They came about in Asia, meaning the part of Asia Minor in 
which Ephesus is the capital. This trouble may be referred to in one or more of the 
incidents recorded in Acts, but which cannot be definitively identified.  

 

It may also be, as some suppose, an internal stress that he felt. If so, it could be 
the troubles which are identified in his first letter to the Corinthians, his concern 
over them, and the conflict he felt concerning what type of reception his words 
would bring. If this is so, he stressed over the matter in the greatest way. However, 
later verses seem to negate this possibility. 



Whatever the burden, internal or external, it was felt by those who were with 
him. As he notes, "...we were burdened beyond measure, above strength." The 
term "beyond measure" comes from the Greek word huperbolé, which means 
properly "a throwing beyond." It then indicates excess. The burden he felt was in 
such a category, even "above strength."  

 

The words are given as a superlative way of showing the nature of the situation. 
So bad it was "that we despaired even of life." His choice of wording translated as 
"despaired" is the word exaporeó. It is used only twice in the New Testament and 
both are in this epistle. It comes from ex - out, and aporeo which is to be without 
a way of escape. Again, the use of his words is intended to let the Corinthians 
know the absolutely serious nature of the situation he and his companions faced. 

 

Life application: Paul has taken the time to expand on his previous thoughts to 
show the superlative nature of his sufferings. Despite them, as seen in the 
previous verses, he was comforted. He then noted that the same comfort was a 
means of edifying and comforting his audience. If we can learn to use real life 
examples of our troubles and trials, we can then turn and show empathy for 
others who are living through their own trials. Reading our Bible daily is a good 
way of learning how to do exactly this. Don't let your Bible get dusty! Read it and 
think on it daily. 

 

Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in 
ourselves but in God who raises the dead, 2 Corinthians 1:9 

 

This verse should be taken and considered in light of the previous one which said, 
"...that we were burdened beyond measure, above strength, so that we despaired 
even of life." In this desperate state, Paul acknowledges that they questioned if 
they would even survive the ordeal (despaired of life) and the answer came back 
in their minds that they would not. 

 

The word translated "sentence" is apokrima. It is a word not found anywhere else 
in the New Testament or even in Greek literature. It indicates a judicial sentence, 



meaning an answer. There seemed to be a decree that they would not survive the 
ordeal. But this led them to the truth which almost always seems to be the case 
with those in such despair - "...that we should not trust in ourselves."  

 

The soldier in the foxhole will call out to God, knowing that he is incapable of 
making it without Him. The person lost at sea and going down below the raging 
waters knows when there is finally no hope but from God alone. In such instances, 
there is only the trust of God left. However, Paul's words add to the thought. Their 
trust wasn't that God would save them from the immediate trial, but that he 
would save them from the results of it. 

 

The sentence seemed to be pronounced: death. And so knowing that death was 
inevitable, they entrusted themselves to "God who raises the dead." If they were 
to die, which seemed to be the case, their hope extended beyond the grasp of 
death itself and found itself realized in the hope of the resurrection. This conforms 
to Paul's words of 1 Corinthians 15 - 

 

"'O Death, where is your sting? 
O Hades, where is your victory?' 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 15:55-
57 

 

Paul took comfort in the truth that Jesus Christ prevailed over death and so death 
had no mastery over him. Instead, even with the foe of the sentence of death 
awaiting him, he felt the powerful victory of Jesus Christ an even stronger friend. 

 

Life application: As Christians bury their dead, they will often "commit the soul of 
the departed loved one" into the hands of Jesus Christ, acknowledging the power 
of the resurrection. In this, the body-planted is but a seed waiting to be given the 
water of life to bring it back from the ground. This is truly our great hope and this 
is certainly where our ultimate joy should be! 



...who delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver us; in whom we trust 
that He will still deliver us, 2 Corinthians 1:10 

 

In the previous verse, Paul spoke of the sentence of death which loomed over him 
and those he was with. He took this to heart. Knowing this, he said that they 
"should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead." Now he continues 
by telling the Corinthians that it was God "who delivered us from so great a 
death." He has taken the extreme possibility of death that he faced and equated it 
to death itself in order to more effectively communicate the dire situation they 
faced. It is as if they had actually been resurrected in their deliverance, so sure 
was the sentence that hung over them. 

 

And not only had they been delivered, but they continued to be delivered as he 
wrote his letter. The victory was not just in the past but ongoing. And more, he 
believed that it would continue into the future, stating "in whom we trust that He 
will still deliver us."  

 

The word "trust" here is not the same Greek word as was in the previous verse. 
That word communicated the sense of "to have confidence." This word, elpizo, 
conveys the idea of hope. In essence, we are not to have confidence in ourselves, 
but we are to place our hope in God. No matter what we face, we can only rely on 
God and His promises for us. If we are to die, we have hope in the resurrection. If 
we are to live, it can't be because of our control over whatever the situation is, 
but only because of God's hand being in it. As the hand is unseen, it is a hope that 
we possess. 

 

Life application: Can we honestly say that we will be alive in five minutes? Our 
heart could stop, our house could be struck by a meteorite, or we might get bitten 
by an unseen spider. We truly have no control over a single moment in time. 
Therefore, let us place our souls in the capable hands of the Lord and know that 
whatever we face, He is tending to it. We shall be delivered in life and through 
death because of the work of Jesus our Lord. 

 



...you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many 
persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through many.  
2 Corinthians 1:11 
 

Paul's writings show that he truly believed in the effectiveness of prayers on 
behalf of others, meaning "intercessory" prayers. For example, in Philippians 1:19, 
he says - 

 

"For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the 
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ..." 

 

Here he shows the same belief to those at Corinth. In the previous verse, he had 
just noted the great deliverance which was received for him and those he was 
with. This also included the belief that they would have continued deliverance. 
And so in a delicate way of asking for prayer, he writes as if they had been in 
prayer all along by saying, "...you also helping together in prayer for us." If they 
had been praying, he knew it was a help to them. And their continued (or newly-
initiated) prayers would be heard for their on-going delivery. 

 

And he gives the reason for this help through prayer by saying "that thanks may 
be given by many persons on our behalf." The word for "persons" here is prosopon 
which literally means "faces." It is an expression which is found many times in the 
New Testament and which carries over from the Hebrew's pictorial way of 
describing a person. Thus, the mind is given an image of many faces jointly being 
lifted to God in thanks. Ellicott notes an interesting concept concerning this word - 

 

"The use of the word prosopopœia, however, for “personifying,” and of prosôpon 
for the characters in a drama, indicates that the noun was beginning to be used in 
a different sense, and this must clearly have been well established when it came 
to be used in theological language for the three “persons” of the Godhead. It is 
interesting to note, however, as a fact in the history of language, that, if this be its 
meaning here, it is probably one of the earliest extant instances of its being so 
used." 



In other words, the term "persons" of the Godhead has always seemed 
cumbersome because we think of persons as distinct and separate without any 
true unity of essence. However, the use of the word prosopon for "person" may 
make the concept easier to grasp than some other word indicating an individual 
person as we think of it today. It wouldn't mean God is one Person with three 
faces, but three persons in one essence, just as those in prayer are united in a 
single way even though they are individuals. 

 

Regardless of this though, Paul notes that these many faces, because of their 
united prayer, would give thanks "for the gift granted to us through many." The 
gift refers to their delivery from death, something the many would be thankful for 
because of knowing that their prayers had been heard and responded to. 

 

Life application: On several occasions, Paul notes the effectiveness of prayers, 
including the greater effectiveness of united prayers on behalf of a given person or 
issue. Therefore, it is right and proper to jointly lift up individuals or specific issues 
to God. And we should do so with the confidence that these prayers are heard and 
they are responded to according to His wisdom and in accord with His plans. 

 

For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted 
ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom 
but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward you. 2 Corinthians 1:12 

 

In the previous verses, Paul spoke of the great trials he had faced and the prayers 
lifted up for him concerning that ordeal, as well as his on-going trials, all leading to 
his deliverance. Based on that, he now offers this thought. Beginning with, "For 
our boasting is this..." The word for "boasting" is translated by some as 
"rejoicing," "pride," "confidence," and "glory." It is a boast, but it is one directed 
towards God. And so "glorying" is a good word to help transmit that idea.  

 

What he and those he was with "boasted" or "gloried" in was "the testimony of 
our conscience." In the book of Acts and in his epistles, Paul uses the term 
conscience as a most important aspect of this life. It was a conscience filled not 



with his own attitudes and desires, but one filled with living for the Lord. He says 
it this way in Acts 23:1 - 

 

"Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, '“Men and brethren, I have lived 
in all good conscience before God until this day.'" 

 

This "conscience" that he speaks of now toward the Corinthians is "that we 
conducted ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity." He knew that 
their actions were in line with the truth of God and with the good of others in 
mind at all times. There was nothing pretentious or showy about their conduct. 
Instead, there was humility and honesty instilled by God in it. 

 

In further explanation, he notes that it was "not with fleshly wisdom but by the 
grace of God." In 1 Corinthians 2, he wrote this - 

 

"And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or 
of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know 
anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in 
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were 
not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power, 5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God." 

 

In the same fashion, he is again telling the Corinthians that their words and 
actions were those of people living "in the spirit" and not "in the flesh." Instead of 
following the way of the world in their conduct, they attempted to live by the 
grace of God. And finally, he notes that this grace was "more abundantly toward 
you." 

 

His love for those in Corinth is evident in these words. The first letter that he 
wrote to them addressed divisions and conflicts in the congregation. He knew that 
his life and actions towards them had to reflect the highest character and 



godliness in order that they may not become disenchanted with a seeming 
"hypocrite" in their presence. For this reason, he endeavored to be completely 
holy before them. In this, he could then glory in God who bestowed such grace as 
to live in this manner. 

 

Life application: Eyes are watching our actions at all times. Our non-believing 
neighbors and co-workers see us and make value judgments about Christ based 
on what we do. But also those in the church are watching. If one weaker in the 
faith sees that our actions aren't the epitome of character and godliness, they 
may also decide that the walk isn't worth the effort. Let us always attempt to walk 
in holiness before the Lord and in the presence of others. 

 

For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or 
understand. Now I trust you will understand, even to the end...  
2 Corinthians 1:13 
 

This verse has been translated and analyzed in a variety of ways showing the 
difficult nature of the words that Paul has written. And yet, it seems to be an 
appeal to the Corinthians that his letters to them are clear and without ambiguity.  

 

It may be inferred that Paul was told that the some of the Corinthians accused him 
of writing things in such a way that he would have an "out" when challenged on 
the intent of what he wrote. If this is so, Paul is defending his letters as clear and 
concise and without ambiguity or equivocation.  

 

In order to convey this he says, "For we are not writing any other things to you 
than what you read or understand." Said another way, "The message is clear on 
the surface and as you have read it, that was its intent." In the Greek, there is a 
play on the words which cannot be reproduced in our English language. The words 
"you read" are anaginōskete, and the word "understand" is epiginōskete. Ellicott 
gives his analysis of the wordplay - 

 



“I have no hidden meaning in what I write and you read. What you read you read 
aright in its plain and simple sense. I hope” (the very hope implies that it had been 
otherwise) “that the more you know me the more will you so read me and judge 
me even to the end, the great day when the Lord shall come and all things shall be 
made plain.” Charles Ellicott 

 

As he noted, Paul's continued words of, "Now I trust" implies that they had felt 
what he had written was not plain and simple. In order for them to reconsider 
that, he fully states, "Now I trust that you will understand, even to the end..." He 
is asking them to trust his words unfailingly, even to death itself, which is implied 
in the words "the end." For all times, and in the life of any believer who reads his 
words, it is his intent to properly explain and clearly word every precept needed 
for proper conduct, holy living, and right doctrine. 

 

If we consider that the words of the Bible are given under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, we can then further contemplate the truth of this message. God may 
hide intricate details, patterns, and pictures in His word, but He will never give us 
a word which is ambiguous or unclear. It would be contradictory to His very nature 
to do so. Therefore, we can read the Bible, taking it at face value, but always 
remembering context. To some, things may seem contradictory when taken out of 
context. However, by keeping things in their proper place we will always see God's 
word clearly presented and fully reliable. 

 

Life application: When someone challenges the Bible's reliability, it is because they 
have misapplied some portion of it. Instead of doing the hard work and searching 
out its truths in a methodical fashion, they will take it apart in unintended ways, 
thus making it out to be a faulty source of wisdom. Don't be fooled by such 
people. They have already fooled themselves, and there are enough fools in the 
world because of this. 

 


