About the Birth of Jesus of Nazareth Who isthe Christ

AstheWord Heis Co-Eternal, existing before the Creation, and isthe Creator.

John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. NKJV

A summary of events comparing L uke 2:1-40 and Matthew 2:1-23¢,
Caesar Augustus decreesa census{about 4 B.C.}
Joseph & Mary travel from Nazar eth to Bethlehem to regi or thexen

Jesusisborn in Bethlehem. The Word was madefl ohn 1:14

Shepherds seetheglory of God and go to seethe Christ i
The shepher ds |eave immediately to proclaim %d N

The Magi seea star in the East and set out f

he manger in Bethlehem.

Jesusiscircumcised the eighth day whi

After thirty-three more days M
Mary’soffering isthe turtledgv
If the Magi had comet

Magi {astrologers} visit King Herod and ask to see
es of thetimethe Magi saw the star and learnswhere

gi start out for Bethlehem, based on the city of Hisbirth, but they seethe star and
followit to the house in Nazar eth wher e Jesus, a young child {not an infant}, was.

The Magi worship Christ and give Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

We arenot told how many Magi {wise men} therewere, but based on thethree gifts,
tradition makesit three.

The Magi leave immediately.

When Herod learns he has been tricked by the Magi he ordersall male children two years
old and under to bekilled. Why two years? That isthetimethe Magi told Herod they first
saw the star proclaiming the birth of King Jesus.

Joseph iswarned about Herod’s murder warrant and fleeswith Mary and Jesusinto

Egypt.
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There is much tradition that surrounds the birth of Jesus that will not hold up to an
examination from Scripture. What follows is simply what the Scripture reveals.

His Preincarnate Existence:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.
Micah 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little &ong(tiie thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that.j r el;

whose goings forth have been from of old, fro erlastin

Old Testament Prophecies:

Mark 1:1, 2 The beginning of the gospel of Jes
the prophets . . ..

Revelation 19:10 ...For the testimony of J%{he spirit of prop .
@1 ndthe wo ‘: etween thy seed and
gad thou shalt\brui s heel. (God to Satan)

s@é@th@be blessed.

ist, the Son of\God; as it is written in

155 AR
\:l\::\\\\'
AN
d Testament tells of a divine-human Person, clothed in our human nature as the
see woman, yet everlasting Ruler. When He came to His own, the Jews, they
misunderstood the Scriptures and were looking for an earthly king to deliver them from
the Romans and to make them great among the peoples of the earth. Messiah or Christ
of the Old Testament and Jesus of Nazareth are one and the same.
Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of all of the Messianic prophecies. His divine-human
Person (two natures in one Person), the place and manner of His birth, His teaching,
His miracles, His suffering, His death, His burial, and resurrection, the redemption
which He accomplished, and the nature of the kingdom He established are all in perfect
harmony.
The Forerunner, John the Baptist, was of prophecy. Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; 4:5

n the Old Testament concerning certain aspects of
reek), the Anointed One of God.

Jesus affirmed that John the Baptist was the “Elijah” to come. Matthew 17:9-13
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Luke 1:26-38 The annunciation to Mary in Nazareth; Gabriel is the same angel who
spoke to Daniel; Mary is a virgin; an espousal could only be broken by divorce.

Matthew 1:18-25 Joseph is reassured; they had not had sex; Joseph is perplexed and
had three choices; (stone her for adultery, i.e., a public example; divorce her - put her
away privately; honor the betrothal)

Luke 1:39-56 Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth; John leaps in the womk~at the Name;
Mary is a sinner and needs a Saviour.

Genealogies: Matthew 1:1-17 gives Jesus the legal right to the‘thrord o
through the lineage of Joseph. An adopted son had all the rights SO
Luke 3:23-38 is the human lineage to the throne of David through\Ma
the Spn of David.

The Jews never challenged Jesus’ right to David’s throne, i.e.

Luke 2:1-40 Joseph and Mary must go to Bethlehém\where the Christ is to be born;

Caesar Augustus decreed a census tax (to fulfill God’s purpose); noeom at the inn, so
a feed trough (manger) will do; shepherds see the glory oda the angels,
and come the same night and leave immediate t 8 days, iseircumncised and

named Jesus, they are still in Bethlehem; days ary’s purification,
and to present the firstborn, they go to lesin Jerusa is before the magi
bring gifts because they offer turtle st ing wed. Immediately

after Simeon and Anna they return 12, 15; Leviticus 12:1-4)

Matthew 2:1-18 The Wise Me rod. y? More than one, perhaps
three since three gift fre . " ings,” but magi (astrologers).
Herod was afraid of/anew ki fin t\Wwhete the Christ was to be born, and
diligently inquires of [

(amazement), the sta

Wise its out for Bethlehem, and BEHOLD
em to th where the young child (not infant) was,
Na; .\ ey worship Jesus and immediately leave.

e?od realizes he has been tricked, he

fsom two years old and under be killed. Why two

gars to get to Jerusalem. Jesus was about two years
in a house in Nazareth, not a babe in a manger.

the male ch{
ise Mn
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