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KJV – Revelation 6:3-4 

 

Revelation Prophecy Study – Lesson-11 
“The Red Horseman of Revelation 6” 

 
Introduction: 

     Revelation chapter number six, we will continue the Revelation Prophecy Study this evening; this 
lesson is titled “The Red Horseman of Revelation 6.” In this lesson we will deal with the second seal 
of the Book of Revelation, this rider upon the red horse. Its blood-red appearance speaks of the 
holocaust of world war as the LORD of Glory spoke of in the Olivet Discourse; “And ye shall hear of 
wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom:” (Matthew 24:6-7). 
God will grant this rider the power to create worldwide war and chaos to complete God’s plan in 
the purging of sin in the final days of the tribulation of Daniel’s 70th week. 

     As horrible as this judgment might seem, this is only the beginning of the earth’s birth pains, in 
the onset of the judgment of God’s wrath. During time of trouble men will hate one another and 
begin to slay by the sword. “Then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate 
one another.” The violent slaughter among mankind will become commonplace.  

Revelation 6:3-4 

3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 

4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great 
sword. 

     The might of the sword and the widespread death that comes from this sword will be on a global 
massive scale. This sword in the original Greek is not the long broad sword but a much shorter 
sword spoken of here. More easily maneuvered like one used of that of an assassin. This pictures 
assassination, revolt, massacre and a slaughter of men worldwide even spoken of by Daniel the 
Prophet.  

Daniel 8:24 

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall 
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 

     The fact is even though God is using these riders of the four-horsemen for His purpose, all of 
these riders will receive their marching orders from that rider upon that white horse of Revelation  
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6:1-2 which is the Anti-Christ. God will allow Satan to control these riders and the power which 
they represent to complete His Sovereign plan and purpose.  

     John writes in truth and speaks of these things to give the believer in Christ  assurance and hope 
that we will be saved from this wrath to come. While the Apostle John was on the Isle of Patmos 
after the LORD showed him the vision of the first seal the vision moves and continues directly into 
this second seal. As John was in the spirit on the LORD’s Day and he heard behind him a great voice 
as of a trumpet saying: “I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and what thou seest write in a 
book and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia.” John was able to see these things in the 
spiritual realm, caught up into heaven standing before the mighty throne of God he sees the 
opening of these seals and the start of Daniel’s 70th week.  

     But John is in heaven before even the first seals is loosed. He has just witnessed the Anti-Christ 
that man of sin, the son of perdition which was the rider on the white horse of the first seal of the 
Revelation. Then he hears the second beast say, “come and see.” When the Lamb had opened and 
loosed the second seal. This rider will take the peace from the earth.  

     Before we talk about that rider of the second seal, the rider on the red horse I want to briefly 
summarize and go over that beast mentioned in verse three of Revelation chapter six.  The second 
beast said to John “come and see.” Do not get the beast confused with the beast of Revelation 13 and 
17. This is not the same beast, this beast is one of the four living creatures, one of these four beasts 
standing around the throne of God as we saw in Revelation chapter number four. These beasts are 
an angelic form of Cherubim as mentioned in the book of Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 1:4-15 

4 And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, 
and a brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of 
the fire. 

5 Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 
appearance; they had the likeness of a man. 

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had four wings. 

7 And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a calf's foot: and they 
sparkled like the colour of burnished brass. 

8 And they had the hands of a man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces 
and their wings. 

9 Their wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one 
straight forward. 

10 As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right 
side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle. 
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11 Thus were their faces: and their wings were stretched upward; two wings of every one were joined 
one to another, and two covered their bodies. 

12 And they went every one straight forward: whither the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned 
not when they went. 

13 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like 
the appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and 
out of the fire went forth lightning. 

14 And the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of a flash of lightning. 

15 Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold one wheel upon the earth by the living creatures, with 
his four faces. 

     These living creatures are identified in the class of angels with the Cherubim. This subject 
however is somewhat obscure but we can see that similar figures were used throughout the 
Scriptures. A Cherubim was placed at the east of the garden of Eden to guard the Tree of Life. There 
were also two Cherubim placed over the mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant, we see them in 
Ezekiel and now here in Revelation chapters four and six. It is clearly understood that these angelic 
beings, the living creatures have to do with the vindication of the holiness of Almighty God against 
Satan, sin and the presumptuous pride of the sinful fallen man.  
 
Genesis 3:22-24 

22 And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest 
he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he 
was taken. 

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming 
sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

    Mankind has fallen; through Adam and Eve as the federal heads for all of humanity when they put 
forth their hand in sin, rebellion and total disobedience of God’s Word and took of the tree of 
knowledge. They were then dealt with because sin always has a price and that price is death. We 
are still paying that price today because of their sin. They were cast out of the Garden of Eden and 
God placed at the east of Eden a Cherubim to guard the tree of life. The Cherubim, a form of this 
beast that told John to “come and see” are also seen with the study of the Ark of the Covenant. One of 
their functions pictured as a figure upon the mercy seat was to guard that holy area, they were to 
observe the holy place of God in a constant state of guarding and vindicating God’s holiness.  

Exodus 25:17-20 

17 And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and 
a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 
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18 And thou shalt make two cherubims of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of 
the mercy seat. 

19 And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat 
shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 

20 And the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, 
and their faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubims be. 

     They were there to observe the sprinkling of the blood on the Day of Atonement which was a 
picture of the glorious scene in the third heaven which occurred only once when the LORD Jesus 
Christ applied His own blood to the mercy seat. This picture in the Old Testament was a type that 
speaks of the perfect maintenance of the divine righteousness by the sacrifice of the Holy Lamb of 
God, Jesus Christ. 

     So these living creatures in Revelation, the beast spoken of that told John “come and see” are 
clearly seen to be of the angelic order. They appear to be a class all to their self with the traits and 
characters of both the Cherubim and the Seraphim. So these are not the same beast of Revelation 13 
and 17. These beasts that speak to John, the living creatures are merely executioners of the LORD’s 
judgment upon sin and the sinful man. The four of them each cry to John at the opening of the first 
four seals “come and see.”  

     They are standing before the Lamb, the LORD Jesus Christ when the seals are opened. Each beast 
has a role to play in the opening and the announcement of the first four seals which are also 
commonly known as the “Four Horsemen.” So as we clearly see that these beasts are holy, 
vindicating the holiness of God, in the presence of God, standing before the LORD Jesus Christ 
around the throne. They have no relationship with ungodliness or unrighteousness nor do these 
beasts have anything to do with the beast that rises up out of the sea in Revelation chapter number 
13.  

     Each one of these beast are used to bring in each one of these four horsemen which are released 
by the opening of the first four seals. John has seen this first seal the rider on the white horse, now 
he is being shown the second seal which is the rider upon the red horse. What possible thing could 
this rider have in store for mankind and the earth; as he has been held sealed up and could only be 
loosed by the Lamb of God that hath prevailed to open the seals? What will this rider upon the red 
horse bring about on the earth among mankind left behind? He will cause total global, world war.  

Revelation 6:4 

4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take 
peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great 
sword. 

Matthew 24:6-8 

6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must 
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
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7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

     When this rider upon the second horse of the second seal is loosed, his power and force will 
bring about total global world war and domination. Throughout every nation, every kingdom and 
every country upon the earth mankind will be in a total state of war and chaos. Son against father 
and brother against brother and all these are the beginning of sorrows.  

     All the people of this world, men of every nation, every kindred and tongue will be engaged in a 
global fight against their fellowman. Nations will fall, governments will crumble and political 
leaders will be overthrown. The man of sin and his deluding influences upon the human race will 
cause man to blame God for causing all of this to come about. The most high God, the Almighty 
creator of heaven and the earth will be blasphemed. Cataclysmic wars that go beyond man’s control 
will sweep across this land. This bloody warfare will devastate the nations of this world.  

     Millions will die by the sword (war), some Bible scholars suggest that as many as two-thirds of 
the world’s population will die during the tribulation period with half of that they believe will be 
just from war and fighting alone. To the lost and dying world who has turned their backs on God the 
only answer during this great time of trouble for the entire world’s problems will seem to be that 
great leader on that white horse of the first seal. He will bring the idea of world peace and even sign 
a treaty with Israel in the Middle East to bring about this initial establishment of the false peace that 
he brings to man. But he cannot give peace, nor is this even part of his plan. But yet still people will 
flock to this man because they have been totally deceived by the lie.  
 
II Thessalonians 2:8-12 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, 
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the 
love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

     Who in their right mind would want to be left behind for this great time of trouble that is yet to 
come, because your hope, your rest and your peace lies not in a global leader? It lays not within a 
political party but my friend your only hope, peace, rest, assurance and salvation lies in the LORD 
Jesus Christ who gave Himself for you. Because one day He will return for His Church, you do not 
want to be one who has already rejected Him and His great gift of salvation that He bought and paid 
for at the cross. Because friend He is your only answer, do not be left behind! God Bless you. 


