SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-20
SERMON: Joy! 25 December 2016

INTRODUCTION: GREAT JOY AMIDST GREAT SORROW

I. WORDS & IDEAS FOR JOY
A. MORE THAN HAPPINESS (deeper, particular, timely, enduring)

B. INNER EMOTION: SUDDEN DELIGHT (Ps.30:5,11; Lk.2:10,13f; 15:5; 9,10; 20)
C. OUTER EXPRESSIONS: SHOUTS, SING; FACE (Ps.30:5; 98:4,6,8; 100:1; Prov.15:13)
D. PSALMS, LUKE, PAUL (esp. Philippians)

E. WAITING (Ps.30:5,11; 126:2,5,6; Rom.5:2; 15:13; 1Th.2:19; see Gen.3:15; 12:3; 2Sam.7; 1s.9:1f; 42:1f;
53:1f; Mic.5:2; all with Mt.1,2; Lk.1,2; 2:10,11; 25f,36f; see Phil.3:20; 1Th.1:10)

F. JOY & GRACE (chara & charis; see Gal.5:22; Ps.51:12; Jer.33:11; Paul: Phil. & Rom.,Gal.)
G. JOY AMIDST THE VIRTUES (Gal.5:22; see 1Cor.13:13)

II. REASON & CAUSE FOR JOY (sce Eph.1-3)
A.IN GOD: ABLE & WILLING TO SAVE (Rom.15:13; see Ps.115:15f; Ex.20:1f; Col.1:13f)

B. IN SON: REJOICE IN THE LORD (Lk.2:10,11; 1:47,77; Phil.3:1; 4:4,10; etc.; see 2Cor.5:21)

C. IN SPIRIT: THE RESULT OF HIS WORK (Gal.5:22,23; see Ps.51:11,12; Acts 13:52; Rom.14:17;
15:13; 1Th.1:6)

III. MEANS & ENDS FOR JOY
A.JOY IN SALVATION (Ps.9:14; 51:12; see 2Cor.5:21)

B. JOY IN WORSHIP (Ps.42:4; 43:2; 100:1)
C.JOY IN WORD (Ps.19:8; 119:16,111,162)

D. JOY IN FEAST (Deut.16:14; 2Chr.30:21,23; Ezra 6:22; Neh.8:10; Est.9:17f; Zech.8:19; Lk.15:32; see
Jn.16:21; Lk.15:10; 1Cor.11:24,25 (2Cor.5:21))

E. JOY IN PRAYER (Phil.1:4; 4:4-7; Rom.12:12; 1Jn.5:15)

F.JOY IN FELLOWSHIP (2Cor.7:13; Phil.1:25; 2:17; 1Th.2:19)

G. JOY IN LIFE (faithfulness; Ps.32:11; 64:10; 68:3; Jude 1:24)

H. JOY IN TRIALS (Ps.42,43; Rom.5:2-5; 8:16,17; 12:12; Jms.1:2f; 1Pt.4:12,13f; 5:10)

IV. LESSONS FOR JOY
A. THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH! (Neh.8:10; see 1Chr.16:27; Ps.81:1; Gal.5:22)

B. REJOICE IN THE LORD! (Lk.1:47; Phil.3:1; 4:4,10; see Ps.3:21; 35:9; 66:6; 85:6; 149:2 /Mt.22:37f)
C. ASK FOR THE GIFT OF JOY! (Gal.5:22; Rom.15:13; Ps.51:12)
D. SEEK TO FIND IT BY ALL THE MEANS APPOINTED! (Lk.15:1f; see III above; see Mt.7:7)

E. WAIT FOR GOD TO GIVE YOU JOY AS HE HAS PROMISED! (Lk.2:8f,25f; Ps.42,43;
Phil.3:20; 1Th.1:10; see Lk.2:9 & Rev.19:11f; 21:1f,4)

Brethren, what shall WE DO? (see Acts 2:37f)
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