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Matthew and Luke each share a different side of the Christmas story.  In Matthew, Joseph’s question of what to do 

with his pregnant fiancé is dealt with, then in chapter 2 it starts with a these words: “Now after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea….”  That is it, no tale of the trip, no talk of Mary and Elizabeth and no mention of the Caesar's 

decree to register the whole world.  Luke, here gives us almost a completely different set of details.  These are ones 

that are totally left out of Matthew.  Join us as we look at Luke’s account.  It emphasizes that the perfect man 

(Christ) came from God to teach us about God.  Answers to many of our questions and the ultimate truth can only 

be found in Him.  He came to redeem us, being born in a stable and visited by shepherds as the Lamb of God. 

 

 Background of Luke: 

◦ Written to the Greeks: Greeks looked for wisdom, searching for truth in all the worldly wisdom… 

◦ Luke is going to show the truly perfect man, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

▪ He is not making peace with the Greeks and showing the “perfect” man.  It is a correction of the 

Greek definition of perfect.   The Greek definition of perfect independent, excellent man was 

athletic, leader, lover, mind,….  Christ was the obedient man. 

▪ Luke’s Gospel shows us Christ and His humble, poor origins.  There are no discussions of 

schooling, no sports awards…  Little that would be what the Greeks would look for.  

▪ Matthew is men who came to God, Luke is God who came to man, as man.  The perfect man was 

sent from GOD!   

 Only God could tell us the background truth.  Only God could save us. 

 It took more than we could do.  In fact Luke shows us some of the harshest condemnations of 

the religious leaders in 14-15.   

▪ Perfect obedience and knowledge of God.    His first two statements recorded in Luke 

 Luke 2:48-49 “
48

 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, Son, 

why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously. 
49

 And He 

said to them, Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's 

business?” 

  Luke 4:16-21 “
16

 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom 

was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 
17

 And He was 

handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place 

where it was written: 
18

 The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To 

preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to 

the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
19

 To 

proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD. 
20

 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 
21

 

And He began to say to them, Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

◦ Matthew 5 Blessed are the poor in spirit… those who who mourn,  meek, hunger and thirst 

after righteousness, …. 

◦ Man even today, wants social justice out of these.  Comfort, cheer and help in a physical 

sense.  It fails to understand the needs of men.  Need is much deeper than education, 

freedom, poverty... 

◦ They are lost in sin.  It isn’t the sin which makes you a sinner, you sin because you are 

from the inside out a sinner!  Christ came to set men free from their sin.  Matthew 1:21 

“And she will bring forth a Son and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins…” 



 Luke 2:1-3 “
1
 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 
2
 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 

3
 So all 

went to be registered, everyone to his own city.” 

◦ This started as Herod the Great argued that his portion of the tax burden was unfairly high, that he had 

fewer people.  Due to this a census was started for the purpose of taxation.  (God is in control of 

government.  Proverbs 21:1 “The Kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, Like the rivers of water, He 

turns it wherever He wills.” 

◦ Galatians 4:1-6 “
1
 Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, 

though he is master of all, 
2
 but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father. 

3
 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. 

4
 But when 

the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born
 
of a woman, born under the law, 

5
 to 

redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 
6
 And because you 

are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, Abba, Father!” 

▪ The coming of God was to bring us to God as sons!  Nothing less.   

 Family duty and responsibilities… 

▪ Luke 2:4  “Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 

David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,” 

 Nazareth – He will be called a Nazarene. Matthew 2:23 

 to Bethlehem – again, it was prophesied…  There is no mention of that.  Greeks wouldn’t have 

found it as important.  But He came from God to Galilee, than to Judea, than to Bethlehem. 

◦ God’s arrival.  He had last left from the temple, through the eastern gate to the Mt of 

Olives. 

◦ Bethlehem is South of Jerusalem. Bethlehem=House of Bread.  Moabites had come here, 

David had been here, and now the line of David was coming, the true bread of the world. 

▪ Luke 2:6-7 “
6
 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be 

delivered. 
7
 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

 Why a stable?   Ever thought ABOUT it? 

◦ He was the Lamb of God, and man.  The stable is the meeting place. 

◦ It would have been opposite to human plans…  He wasn’t coming to rule, but to serve as a 

sacrifice.  To give His body for the salvation of those who would come. 

▪ Luke 2:8-15  “
8
 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 
9
 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10

 Then the angel said to them, 

Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 
11

 

For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12

 And this 

will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. 
13

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 
14

 Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men! 
15

 So it was, when the 

angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, Let us now 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

 The guest: 

◦ Invited by angels…   

◦ Yet shepherds.  The lowest of the people.  It is a warning.  

 

As we think of the gifts given on Christmas, we must start with the gift of God, Jesus.  Coming to us from God, to  

teach us of God, to show us God, and to offer himself as the sacrifice of God, the Lamb of God.  Those that were 

watching, who were willing to hear, were invited in.  There were some that were lowly and some that we high, but 



many who thought they were ready for Him, missed Him.  Let us take time this Christmas season to look at Jesus 

and worship at His feet.  To hear His words and teachings and to make sure that His sacrifice has covered us.  

 

Prayer …..   “Now May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. Amen.”   (2Co 13:14 NKJ)  In Jesus Name 

 

Sing the Doxology....  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creature, here below..., Praise Him 

above you heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen 


