
Angels and Demons. 
(The Existence, Personality and Origin of Satan) 

______________________________ 

Question 1—What should we think about the existence of Satan also called the devil? 

Answer—Scripture reveals to us the existence of an adversary, called “the devil,” 1 Pet. 5:8; from the 

word diabolos (διάβολος), which signifies a false accuser, or slanderer, cf. 1 Tim. 3:11; 2 Tim. 3:3.  He is 

the enemy of the human race, cf. Matt. 13:39; and deceit and falsehood are his weapons, cf. Eph. 6:11.  His 

profession is slander, and the righteous are the special objects of his accusations, cf. Rev. 12:10.  The 

character of this adversary is revealed when he is denominated “a lion,” for he is fierce and cruel, cf. Job 

4:10.  He is called a “roaring” lion because he is as a hungry predator, cf. Isa. 5:29, 30.  Moreover, he is 

portrayed as “walking about” always busy and diligent to “seek whom he may devour,” cf. Job 1:7; 2:2.  

He is also called “the Satan,” (ן טָּׂ ַטן) cf. Job 2:1; from a Hebrew word śāṭān ,(ַהשָּׂ  meaning one who is an (שָּׂ

adversary, cf. 1 Sam. 29:4. 

Additionally, while the term “devils” is sometimes applied in the plural form to wicked, fallen spirits, 

in the Greek it is the word for demons (δαιμονίων), cf. 1 Cor. 10:20; the same cannot be said of the name 

devil or Satan, which appears only in the singular and designates one figure, (ὁ καλούμενος Διάβολος καὶ 

ὁ Σατανᾶς), cf. Rev. 12:9.  So, Scripturally speaking, there is only one devil, the prince of the hosts of sin, 

the head of rebellion against God, and leader of the apostate spirits, cf. Matt. 9:34; 25:41. 

Furthermore, any notion that this term stands merely for an abstract idea of evil or to deny that there is 

personal devil is controverted by the temptation of Christ wherein we see that “the devil” was outside of 

Christ, “came to Him,” “said to Him,” and “left Him,” cf. Matt. 4:3, 11. 

The complex and vast character of the kingdom of the devil is to be seen in various names and titles 

which we find in the New Testament to speak of this being—Abaddon, or destruction, cf. Job 28:22; 

Apollyon, he that destroys, or exterminates, cf. Rev. 9:11.  Beelzebub, the lord of the flies, cf. Matt. 12:24; 

possibly an intentional deriding of the name the Philistines gave to their god, Baal tzabaoth ( צבאות בעל ).  

Belial, unprofitableness, or worthlessness, cf. 2 Cor. 6:15; implying a person in utter disregard of 

government, a spirit of lawlessness and rebellion, cf. Judg. 19:22.  He is called the Dragon, cf. Rev. 20:2; 

and Great Red Dragon, cf. Rev. 12:3.  He is the Father of Lies, the Liar and the Murderer (literally, Man-

murderer, anthrōpoktonos, ἀνθρωποκτόνος), John 8:44.  He is denominated the Power of Darkness, Col. 

1:13; the Prince of this World, John 14:30; the Prince of the Power of the Air, Eph. 2:2; the Ruler of the 

Darkness of this World or, of this Age (aiōn, αἰών), Eph. 6:12.  He is the Tempter, cf. 1 Thess. 3:5; the God 

of this World, 2 Cor. 4:4; the Unclean Spirit, cf. Matt. 12:43; and the Wicked One, cf. Matt. 13:19, 38. 

Question 2—What might we understand of the personality of the devil, or Satan? 

Answer—Clearly, the Scriptures present the idea of a personal devil, who is the agent or power 

denominated Satan, and to whom is attributed the active promulgation of evil, cf. 2 Cor. 2:11.  Any ideas 

that would confound the personality of Satan with the principle of evil in the fallen nature of man must first 

account for the many Scriptures which present the devil, or Satan, as a personal force and being, cf. Matt. 

12:26.  Moreover, they must account for the testimony that one of the purposes for which Christ came into 

the world was to destroy him who is the devil, cf. Heb. 2:14. 

First, it is to the devil, Satan, that is ascribed by God himself the agency of man’s apostasy from his 

Creator, under the guise of the serpent, cf. Gen. 3:4, 13.  If he was able to do so when man was yet unfallen, 

how much more successful is he likely to be when dealing, not with unfallen, but with sinful men? cf. 2 

Cor. 11:3.  If by his craftiness he was victorious when he tempted one who was the unfallen “image of 

God,” cf. Gen. 1:27; shall he not with less cunning prevail against those in whom, when he comes, instead 

of this image he finds not nothing, cf. John 14:30; but something more like unto his own image, cf. 1 John 



3:8.  Thus, the warning against the great peril of letting your heart sleep securely while this tempter is on 

the prowl, cf. 1 Pet. 5:8. 

Second, the Bible teaches us that the devil comes to harass and deceive men, even where he cannot 

finally bring destruction, cf. Luke 22:31.  For example, he certainly knew he could not prevail in the contest 

when he met Christ in the wilderness, cf. Mark 1:12, 13.  After all, had he who could quotes the words of 

Scripture for his own purpose forget the sentence declared against himself from the beginning by the LORD? 

cf. Gen. 3:15.  Certainly not, but while he knew he could not bruise His head, yet he knew it was granted 

to him to attack Jesus as being a partaker of the flesh and blood of the children, cf. Heb. 2:14-18.  Since he 

could not destroy, he chose to afflict Christ, cf. Isa. 53:7; though this affliction was not able to touch His 

holy divine Person, cf. Ps. 89:22.  Thus, it remains the case with His brethren who are still in this world, cf. 

1 Pet. 5:9.  Satan is fully aware of the security and final triumph of God’s elect, cf. Matt. 24:24; therefore, 

he seeks to inject the poison of doubts into their prayers, meditations and worship, appearing amongst the 

gatherings of the sons of God, cf. Job 1:6. 

Third, there is the instance of Satan’s personal influence in the church of God, for the apostle Paul 

insinuates that he can come to influence even pulpit ministrations, cf. 2 Cor. 11:14, 15.  So, none but a God 

sent minister can say with the full force of the truth that he is not ignorant of Satan’s devices, cf. 2 Cor. 

2:11. 

Fourth, if this is the case with those who are preachers of the Word, so, too, it must be that the hearer 

and doer of the Word will be subject to this deceitful and crafty influence of the ruler of darkness in his 

false character as a messenger of light, cf. Rev. 12:9.  Therefore, there must be a sensible waiting upon God 

with the consciousness that unless He enables you to give heed to the Word, to hear with meekness, with 

an understanding heart, and full purpose to do the will of God, Satan will steal away all you seem to get, cf. 

Matt. 13:19.  Hence, the words of Jesus regarding the connection between doing and knowing, John 7:17. 

Question 3—What may we glean from Scripture regarding the origin of Satan? 

Answer—The origin of Satan is a question of considerable interest because it involves in it the origin 

of evil, cf. Gen. 3:1-5.  Yet, there are two errors which must be avoided regarding his origin: 1.) That evil, 

and Satan, are self-existent and independent of God, contra Isa. 45:7; 54:16.  2.) That this wicked spirit 

might be regarded, not as distinct from God, but as some kind of compliment of His character, as a necessary 

feature of the Divine, contra Ps. 92:15; Jas. 1:17. 

The angelic multitude is divided in Scripture into two vast companies, the elect, 1 Tim. 5:21; and those 

that kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, Jude 6.  Concerning the latter, we are told that 

they sinned and are now reserved unto judgment, 2 Pet. 2:4. 

So, the first estate of Satan, the devil, is authoritatively declared by the Lord Jesus to have been an 

estate of truth, John 8:44.  Again, the great Head of the church reveals His own Divine knowledge of the 

fearful rebellion of this being when He declares that His own victory began with the fall of the devil, Luke 

10:18. 

There are two passages in the Old Testament which seem to describe this being in his first creation and 

fall: 

First, the prophet Isaiah, in describing the proud and ambitious spirit that animated ancient Babylon, 

an empire as satanic as mystic Babylon is in our day, speaks of the pride and ambition of Lucifer, Isa. 14:12-

15.  It is likely to this that Jesus refers when speaking to the apostles in Luke 10:18; and, it is certainly to 

this pride that the apostle Paul refers when he warns against pride, 1 Tim. 3:6.  Whereby, we may conclude 

that this pride was and is the moving cause of all the rebellion in the creature, cf. Isa. 2:12.  There has been 

some speculation that this rebellion and pride arose from the revelation that God’s purpose was to place 

this world under the dominion of man, cf. 1 Tim. 2:5.  And, it is certain that man is the special object of the 

devil’s hatred, both the first and second man, cf. 1 Cor. 15:47.  Moreover, we are told that when God brought 

His only Begotten into the world, He commanded all the angels to worship Him, cf. Heb. 1:6.  So, elsewhere 



we read that envy is one of those sins attached to this devilish pride, cf. 1 John 3:12.  Since the mountain of 

the assembly is the center of God’s kingdom, it suggests that Satan was moved to usurpation, cf. Ps. 48:1, 

2.  And, we are told that in some sense Christ was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, Rev. 

13:8. 

Nevertheless, whatever was the exact thing (sin) which occasioned this fall of Lucifer, he it is unto 

whom the rebel angels gathered and unto him, rather than the demons, the God of heaven ever after deals 

in all matters affecting the domain of sin, cf. Gen. 3:14.  Thus, they are characterized as his angels, cf. Matt. 

25:41. 

Second, this account seems to be confirmed by the prophecy found in Ezekiel concerning the king of 

Tyre, who presumably ruled over the prince of Tyre mentioned earlier, Ezek. 28:12-19.  Again, the iniquity 

found was his failure to abide in the truth, cf. John 8:44; Jude 6.  Most likely, it is unto this fall that the 

apostle alludes when warning believers to take care to cling to the truth, 1 Cor. 10:12. 


