
Jewish Wedding Ceremony and The Bride of Christ (Part 2) 

   A key to understanding the steps as a believer   (November 11, 2018) 
 

Key thought -- how did we become believers:   
● None seek:   Romans 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 

God.  
● Jesus was sent:  Luke 19:10   For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost.  
● “Whosoever” becomes the included:   John 3:16   For God so loved the world, that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

The Jewish Wedding Ceremony becomes the “perfect plan”:  
Step 5 -- The covenant is sealed with gifts to the bride (engagement):   Genesis 24:53    And the 

servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to 
Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things.  
● The gifts are from the family -- Possessions were from Abraham (Father), given by Eliezer, the 

servant (Holy Spirit) on behalf of Isaac (Son) -- The bride price was paid in Step 2 
● The focus is on the giver not the gifts given or value as a reminder/remembrance of the one 

giving 
● Fulfillment:  The gift given by Jesus -- the gift of the Comforter    John 14:16   And I will pray the 

Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  
● Apostle Paul reiterates:    2 Corinthians 1:21-22   Now he which stablisheth us with you in 

Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the 
Spirit in our hearts. 

● The gifts of the Spirit:   1 Corinthians 12:8-11   For to one is given by the Spirit the word of 
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the 
same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of 
miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of 
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. 

● The fruit of the Spirit:   Galatians 5:22-23   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no 
law. 

● Remembering:   James 1:17   Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning. 

Step 6 -- Ritual cleansing/Mikvah (Baptism):  Genesis 24:65    For she had said unto the servant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: 
therefore she took a vail, and covered herself. 
● The veil of Rebekah set her apart for Isaac -- a sign of leaving the old life, old family for the new 

life, new family -- a change of authority from her earthly father to that of her husband 
● Jewish Tradition:   Immersion in the mikvah in traditional Jewish understanding is a religious 

ceremony imbued with profound spiritual symbolism. God is praised as the One who purifies 
His people, the One who sanctifies them through His commandments and has commanded 
them regarding immersion. In commenting on the mikvah, Rabbi Akiva, a famous first century 
rabbi, said: “May you be praised, O Israel: Before whom are you purifying yourselves? Who 
purifies you? Your Father in Heaven... Just as the mikvah purifies the impure, so does the Holy 
One, Blessed be He, purify Israel.”  (Taken from Jewish Jewels) 

● Christian debate and comment:   Should the bride of Messiah go to the waters of the mikvah? 



Water immersion is the New Covenant equivalent of the mikvah. (Taken from Jewish Jewels) 

Step 7 -- The bridegroom departs to prepare a place for the couple:   There does not seem to be 
scripture for this step -- only ancient wedding custom.  
● At this point, the betrothal/espousal/engagement is a legal and binding contract that can only 

be discontinued with a letter of divorce 
● The bridegroom now departs with the words, “I go to prepare a place for you” 
● The bridegroom departs usually to the father’s house to prepare the honeymoon room for the 

bride/wedding chamber 
● The father sets the specifications for the “place” and determines the time for the groom to 

fetch the bride 
● If asked about the timing of the finalization of the wedding, the bridegroom responds, “Only my 

father knows” 
● The espoused bride “makes herself ready” for the bridegroom and the wedding.  She wears a 

veil whenever she goes public to remind herself and the public that “she has been bought with 
a price” 

  Fulfillment:  
● Jesus knew it was time to leave:   John 13:1   Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus 

knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

● Jesus says “I go”:   John 16:28   I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 

● Jesus goes to prepare a place:   John 14:2-3   In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

● The place -- the mansions:   Revelation 21:1-2   And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for 
the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John 
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband.  

● Only the Father knows:   Matthew 24:36   But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but my Father only.  

● The bride “makes herself ready”:  Revelation 19:7    Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  

Step 8 -- The waiting bride is consecrated: 
● Words of comfort from Jesus:   John 16:7   Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for 

you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you.  

● We are not left comfortless:    John 16.13-14   Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it unto you.  


