
 

EXPOSITION OF JOHN 
 

Message #28                                                           John 6:15-21; Matt. 14:22-27; Mark 6:45-52 
 

I doubt there has ever been a believer who has not at some point said to himself - Why do I have  

to go through this storm?  Why do I have to have this hassle?  Why can’t life just drift along in a 

smooth way?  Why is it that when you are trying to do God’s will, there, at times seems to be so 

much trouble? 

 

People not committed to God should have trouble because they are trying to live life on their 

own, not taking into any consideration the God who made them.  But why should people 

committed to God have so much trouble? 

 

Well there are several Biblical answers to this question: 

1)  Satan does not want us to accomplish the will of God, so at every stage of life he will try to  

       prevent us from accomplishing God’s will. 

2)  Sometimes we do and say things that are wrong and God often teaches us a lesson by letting 

        some trouble come into our lives because of it. 

3)  God wants us to learn that we can trust Him to care for us, even in the midst of the severest  

        storms of life.  This is the reason for this text. 

 

Although it does not show up in this passage, in the parallel accounts of this episode, Jesus 

Christ specifically   sent   these disciples out into a boat into the Sea (Matt. 14:22; Mark 6:45).  

These disciples are doing exactly what Jesus Christ wanted them to do and what they will 

discover is they end up in the middle of a terrible   storm  .  They are in this storm because of 

their   obedience   not disobedience.  They are in trouble because they are   faithful   not 

unfaithful.  They are afraid because they are doing what is   right   not what is wrong.   

 

JESUS CHRIST AT TIMES SPECIFICALLY WANTS HIS FAITHFUL PEOPLE IN 

THE MIDST OF   STORMS   SO THEY WILL   LEARN   THAT HE IS GOD AND HE  

IS THE ONE WHO IS CONSTANTLY WATCHING OVER THEM AND PROTECTING 

THEM. 
 

Storms will teach us   lessons   about God that we will never learn anywhere else.  I am 

convinced that this is the real point of this story.  This is the episode in which Peter walks  

on water (Matt. 14:28-31) and neither John nor Mark include this story because they were 

specifically trying to communicate this lesson that they learned - specifically how Jesus Christ 

took care of them when in a terrible storm. 

 

One of the positive lessons we learn, when in trouble, is that   God   cares for us, provides for  

us and protects us.  God does not forsake us.  The only way we really learn this truth is by 

experiencing troubles and difficulties.  The storm may be   ferocious  , but God’s aid is far 

greater than any storm. 

 

 



 

 

PART #1 – Jesus withdraws to the mountains and   sends   His disciples out on the Sea to be in a 

                      storm.  John 6:15 

 

Initially, these men were not afraid to go out to Sea in a boat at night because most of them were  

  experienced   fishermen who had many times fished all night (i.e. Luke 5:4-5). 

 

After Christ had performed the miracle of feeding the great multitude, they were ready to 

pronounce Him king and to make Him king by actual   force  .  Christ’s popularity was at its 

highest level right here.  This group of 5,000 men was willing to go into Jerusalem and make 

Him their king.  According to verse 15, Jesus perceived this.  As God, He knew what these 

people thought and what they were going to do.  In the Greek text, in verse 15, the noun “king” 

(βασιλεα) is anarthrous, which means there is no article “the” before it.  What this tells us is 

these people did not view Jesus as “The King of Kings,” they viewed Him as one with king 

quality because He fed them.  They do not believe this is God’s King, they just temporally want 

Him to be their king. 

 

Their motivation for wanting to make Him king was   not   spiritual, it was temporal and 

physical.  The nation Israel was not acknowledging they were sinners and they needed Him to be 

their Savior and save them from their sins, they were acknowledging that this would be a great 

king because He can always do a miracle and provide things for us.  Christ knew this was their 

motivation, so He told His disciples to get into a boat and go to the other side of the Sea, while 

He went alone up into the mountains.  This mountain range ascends some 3,000 feet.   

 

One thing important to observe is that just because Jesus Christ   refused   to allow this group 

to forcefully make Him king, did not mean He was not their king.  He was Israel’s king, but 

at this time, they wanted to make Him their king for the wrong reasons. 

 

I truly believe if Jesus Christ appeared today, millions of people would want to see Him.  We 

know this is true because every now and then, some wild story about a cloth that perhaps was  

on Jesus’ body surfaces, and people line streets just to see it.  But wanting to see Jesus or 

believing that He existed is not the same as personally admitting that you are a sinner and 

are relying only on Him to be your Savior.   

 

Jesus Christ is a fact of history, so the vast majority of people do believe something about a 

person named Jesus, but that is not the same as having Him be your personal Savior.  Also one 

lesson we clearly see here is that the whims of the democratic world do not affect the   will    . 

of the theocratic God.  Just because this is what the majority of people wanted, make Jesus 

king, does not mean that is what God wanted.  God’s program required that before He reigns as 

King, He dies on a cross for their sins and they would not even admit they needed a Savior. 

 

Wanting God to get us out of some jam or provide for us is not the same as personally 

acknowledging we are a sinner and need Jesus Christ to save us from our sins.   

 

 



PART #2 – Jesus walks out on the Sea and meets His disciples who are in the   midst   of a  

                      storm.  John 6:16-21 

 

Now keep the context in mind, Jesus has just refused to let a multitude of people make Him king. 

You and I know the reasons, but His   disciples   didn't.  He wanted to show these disciples that 

He was truly the King of Kings.  He was God and just because He didn't respond to the 

whims of the crowd, did not mean they were   wrong   in their assessment of Him.  God’s 

program demanded that He die on a cross for the sins of humanity.  He will be King someday, 

but He will be King in perfect conformity to the will of God, the timing of God and the program 

of God. 

 

Now there are six important facts that that John gives us in this narrative: 

 

(Fact #1) - The disciples went out on the sea at   night  .  6:16 

 

The Sea of Galilee is a big lake surrounded by hills and those hills cast shadows, which can 

make the lake even darker.  Every account of this episode stresses the fact this happened at  

  night   (Matt. 14:25; Mark 6:47).  John brings out that darkness had already fallen and Matthew 

pinpoints the time as being between 3 a.m. and 6 a.m.  Jesus specifically sent His disciples out 

onto this Sea at   night  . 

 

Night time is scarier than day time because of the lack of an ability to see.  A storm that hits at 

night is particularly threatening, because it makes things even darker and you cannot see clearly.  

Visibility would be poor at night anyway, plus add to this a storm and the disciples would not be 

able to see much of anything.  However, the critical point here is no matter how dark things 

were,   Jesus   could see them.  Jesus put them into this dark storm to teach them this lesson. 

 

Whether it is at night or in the middle of a storm, the truth is Jesus Christ still sees you and still is 

watching out for you.  Jesus may put us into a storm and if He does we can get ready to see Him 

work.  He loves to come to His people in dark times of life.  It is in these very moments we 

experience the wonderful care of God. 

 

(Fact #2) - The disciples are in the process of   crossing   the Sea in a boat.  6:17 

 

They are in a boat and their goal is Capernaum.  Christ had told them to get in a boat and go  

to the other side of the Sea (Matt. 14:22; Mark 6:45).  Dr. Howard Sugden said that had they 

remembered what Jesus had told them, the storm would not have been so intimidating.  Jesus 

told them to go to the other side and they thought He said go out into the middle of the Lake  

and drown.    

 

The chronology is He puts His disciples on a boat telling them to go to the other side, while He 

tells the crowd to go home.  He, on the other hand, needed to be alone with the Father, so He 

went in the mountain to pray.  Notice carefully the end of verse 17, Jesus had not yet come to 

them.  This does not mean He doesn’t see them.  Jesus is God and He always sees the afflictions 

of His people (Exodus 3:7).  We may be certain that God sees our troubles, our hurts, our fears, 

our heartaches and we need to stay faithful in the middle of trouble and watch Him work. 



These disciples fully expect to meet Jesus Christ later, which is clear from the last part of the 

verse.  At some point, they did expect to be rejoined with Jesus Christ.  However they did not 

expect to meet Him where they actually did and when they actually did.   
 

Sometimes Jesus comes to meet people at some odd times and places.  He met Billy Sunday 

outside a bar; He met C. I. Scofield in his office; He met Martin Luther in a monastery; He met 

John Miles in a college dorm; He met Mel Trotter walking on State Street in Chicago; He met 

me on a patio. 
 

We also learn here that not everyone is treated equally in the timing and plan of God.  There was 

a plan that required He be alone with the Father.  There is a plan for the disciples that required 

they go out on the Lake in a boat and there was a plan for the multitude that they go home.  Not 

everyone is viewed equally by Jesus Christ nor even treated equally by Jesus Christ. 

 

(Fact #3) - The disciples find themselves in the middle of the   sea   in the middle of a   storm  .   

                     6:18-19a 
 

Now the disciples are far from land.  They are about 3½ to 4 miles from land.  The Sea of Galilee 

is about 7 miles wide and about 12 to 13 miles long.  The Sea of Galilee is subject to storms.  It 

sits in a bowl surrounded by hills and when the sun sets and the air cools and the cool air comes 

off the top of the hills and meets the warm air from the Sea and as a result you have windy 

storms.  Matthew says they were many stadia away from land and a stadia is about 600-607 feet 

(Matt. 14:24).  Now even the long distance Olympic swimmers are exhausted after swimming 

1500 meters, just under a mile.  Therefore, these disciples are way too far out to think about 

swimming. 
 

They found themselves in the middle of a storm and it was fierce.  The waves and the wind  

were battering this boat (Matt. 14:24).  It was so fierce that they could not even control the boat 

by rowing (Mark 6:48).  These disciples were in big trouble.  When you find yourself in a storm 

you can struggle or fight in the storms of life or you can look to God to help you.  If you opt to 

struggle and fight you’ll end up exhausted; if you leave things to God, you’ll end up encouraged. 

There is a tremendous lesson to learn here concerning salvation - you can try to struggle and 

work to be right with God and you’ll never get anywhere or you can rely totally on Jesus Christ 

who will deliver you from all your sins.    
 

Now the Sea of Galilee sits below sea level, but it also sits in a valley between mountains and  

for any who have lived in mountain areas knows the wind blows strong in a valley between 

mountains.  This wind was worse than normal.  This wind was very strong - at hurricane levels. 

In fact, commentators have observed that fishermen are very fearful of this and realize they can 

be in instant, terrible, life threatening danger. 

 

(Fact #4) - The disciples see Jesus   walking   on the water toward their boat.  6:19b 
 

It wasn't so much the storm that frightened these experienced sailors as much as seeing Jesus 

Christ walk out to their boat on the water.  Let's face it, they had never seen anything like this 

and never will again.  Christ walks three to four miles on top of the water out to their boat in the 

middle of a raging storm. 



They are in deep, deep water in the middle of a very severe storm and here comes Jesus walking 

on top of the water right out to their boat.  They could not believe their eyes and thought they 

were seeing some ghost.  Truth is, we’re guilty of the same kind of thing.  God works in one of 

our storms and we deny it or don’t believe what we are seeing. 

 

Let's face it, for one to walk on top of the water out to a boat one would either have to be 

some type of   spirit   being, or one would have to be   God   in the flesh.  This is no trick or 

illusion, Jesus Christ, as a human, is truly walking on water which proves He is God.  These 

disciples had just eaten bread and fish with Jesus a few hours earlier so they knew He was really 

in the flesh, but no mere human can walk on water, the laws of gravity and physics will not let 

them.  Therefore, if a physical human could walk on water, He would have to be able to  

  reverse   these laws and in order for one to do that one would have to be God.  According 

to Mark’s account (Mark 6:48), Jesus appeared as though He was going to walk right by them.  

Why?  Mark gives us the answer in verse 49 - so that they would cry out to Him for help.  When 

we find ourselves in storms, God loves it when we cry out to Him for help. 

 

When we have been obeying the Word of God and find ourselves in a storm, we may know that 

Jesus Christ will draw Himself closer to us than at any other time.  When you are faithful to God 

and storms in life hit you and beat against you, you may expect to see God work in some pretty 

dramatic ways. 

 

(Fact #5) - Jesus tells His disciples not to be   afraid  .  6:20 

 

The Greek phrase “It is I” is the Deity phrase “I Am” (Εγω ειμι).  Jesus is saying, I am here and I 

am God. 

 

He told these disciples two things: 1) Take courage and 2) Do not be afraid.  That, ladies and 

gentlemen, is exactly what storms in life are supposed to do for us.  Cause us to be courageous in 

the Lord and not be afraid because of the Lord.  If you are in a storm right now don’t panic, God 

works in storms. 

 

(Fact #6) - Jesus immediately   transports   the boat to shore.  6:21 

 

Faster than a speeding bullet or any boat motor, Jesus Christ instantly had Him and His disciples 

at the shore.  When Jesus transports us from this stormy world into the sky, it will be in a 

moment in a twinkling of an eye. 

 

What was Christ teaching His disciples?  What was the lesson they needed to learn - you belong 

to Me and you can trust Me in any storm of life. 

 

When you obey God’s Word, you’ll find yourself at times in a storm, but you’ll also discover 

God is there with you and will take you through it.  He will protect you, comfort you and bless 

you.   


