
The Increase - Luke 2:11-14 / Isaiah 9:6-7 12-24-21
There has always been great tribulation and there will always be great tribulation within 

the world. In the time of Noah “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis 6:5). The 
violence and tribulation were so great that God destroyed everyone, every single person except 
for Noah and his family. Have we experienced that or will we ever? No. In fact, that’s what the 
rainbow was about until the cleansing fire would come at the end. What about Sodom and 
Gomorrah? Just read Genesis 19:4-11 and ask yourself if greater a tribulation will still happen? 
In fact, God says in 2 Peter 2 that, “by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 
condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen to the 
ungodly.” This is in the context that the Lord knows how to rescue His people from trials and 
how to keep the rest under punishment until the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9). Speaking of the 
fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD God says in Mark 13:19, “In those days there will be such tribulation 
as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God created until NOW, and never will 
be.” I highlight the “now” and “never will be.” During history after biblical times we’ve seen 
great tribulation like the Holocaust, the millions of deaths under Pol Pot and Stalin, the millions 
of deaths of the pre-born. We’ve seen great persecutions of Christians like the many martyrs 
burned at the stake. We’ve seen great terrible sickness sweep through societies like the Black 
Plague. We’ve seen horrible immorality with the sexual revolution that is still increasing in 
damage as the creature worships itself in so many ways. I mention these to give us some 
grounding and a bit of perspective. These, and many more, are examples of the effects of sin on 
the world that pose great struggles for mankind, but there is one constant increase that dispels the 
effects of sin no matter the earthly realities, no matter the tribulation. It is the kingdom of Christ 
the Lord. 

Why? It is because of what began at Christmas. Walk with me in this, because this is our 
greatest hope and the promise of God Himself crashing into the world. What is not of this world 
has come into this world for a purpose and that purpose is not just to get you to heaven. That 
purpose is to establish and uphold a kingdom here on earth with an increase of the government 
and peace the King brings that will have no end. It will increase until the new heavens and the 
new earth come. The one who came to accomplish this, Jesus, the one who is not of this world, 
He came as a baby. But that’s not all He came as. His coming was the fulfillment of the promise 
of the Old Testament, the entire Old Testament. One particular place we see this promise is in 
Isaiah 9. And this promise has a trajectory that shoots across the rest of history with its effect, 
which is increase. As we read Luke 2:10-14 we must hear Isaiah 9:6-7 as the reference. This is 
what we treasure tonight. Who was this baby not of this world? And what was His purpose in 
more detail? 

In Luke 2 Jesus is called “a Savior, Christ the Lord.” But before this we have to see that 
this is also a son. “To us a son is given,” Isaiah says. To Joseph the angel of the Lord says in 
Matthew 1:21, “She [Mary] will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” This Son was to come from the Father by the mysterious work 
of the Holy Spirit, so this Son is the same in nature with the Father. It is He who is without a sin 
nature and would be without sin. And this is a Son who would submit to His Father’s commands 
to fulfill His Father’s will, which leads us to how the angel of the Lord describes Jesus as he 
appeared to the shepherds. The angel describes Jesus as a Savior, Christ the Lord. 



A Savior. This goes back to what the angel said to Jospeh in Matthew 1 where Jesus 
would save His people from their sins. He saves. He delivers. Biblically this means that Jesus 
saves and delivers His people from something and saves and delivers them to something else. He 
saves and delivers them from their sins and He saves and delivers them to Himself. That is why, 
for those that are truly saved, He is both Lord and Savior. This must happen, by God’s grace 
through the gospel, because we all are actively under the wrath and condemnation of God at the 
moment of conception in time. This is the result of our sin, so to be saved from our sins more 
fully means that we are saved from the wrath and judgment of God, that is because of our sin. 
And this is not the modern day notion of getting your ticket punched to heaven, getting your fire 
insurance, so you are good to go, getting a grace card, so you can live your life really how you 
want while having a grace card to pull out once and awhile to appease your deceived conscience. 
True salvation is more than that, because the grace of God does more than just get you saved. 
You are delivered into a kingdom and you increasingly live like it.  

Jesus is Christ the Lord. Jesus is Messiah the King. The sinners who are truly saved are 
saved to, delivered to live under the Kingship of Jesus as a citizen of His kingdom. And it is in 
that context that we must hear the greatest news that we could ever hear. The shepherds heard it. 
Mary heard it. This Savior, Christ the Lord is given to His people, so that His government and 
peace could come to them and be theirs. This is a picture of abiding in eternal life, which 
happens the moment a sinner is saved in their lifetime by the sovereign timing of God and 
continues on until they die. What is described here tonight is abundant life. This increase is 
synonymous with abundance in quantity and quality, which is true eternal life as a gift that keeps 
giving. Jesus who is peace brings peace to our soul when He becomes King of our heart. Without 
Him and His grace we have no peace at all no matter how we may feel. In Luke 2:14 suddenly 
there with the angel who had come to the shepherds, there was a multitude of the heavenly host, 
tons and tons of angels and they said “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” And this peace doesn’t come without government. They go 
hand in hand. As His subjects, if we have become one, then we have peace with God no matter 
what we go through and His government carries us through. That is the peace that surpasses all 
understanding. It is not a peace that is merely a warm feeling. It is the peace that comes directly 
from His government over each individual He saves. This increases and His government over 
His kingdom as a whole increases. 

Through Christ alone the increase of the government and peace of His kingdom refers to 
both size and character, quantity and quality. And this increase will have no end. In this He 
establishes it and upholds it. He establishes it by saving sinners. The seeing of His kingdom by 
faith and the entrance into His kingdom is by the Holy Spirit bringing to life those who are dead 
in trespasses and sins. Faith in Christ is the grace of God at work when He brings someone to 
salvation. As this happens sinners are added in as citizens and the King of the kingdom then 
upholds His kingdom, which displays the growing character of His citizens as they increase 
under His rule. The rule of Christ in the heart of those that are His is not oppressive, but freeing. 
Being a slave to sin is oppressive. Being a slave of Christ is freedom.

More specifically, how does Jesus establish and uphold His kingdom? It is with justice 
and righteousness Isaiah says. This is Jesus’s Lordship worked out by the Holy Spirit in His 
people as a result of His saving work that was for them in His life, death, and resurrection. Right 
judgment came down on Jesus and right standing and right life comes through Jesus. For His 



people, He took the punishment that they deserved, so that in exchange they could have His 
righteousness as their own, which is one, a right standing before God and two, a right life 
increasingly worked out by God in and through them. Titus describes this great hope and purpose 
in the practicality of it by saying, “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works.” That is a description of the government and peace that increases both in size or quantity 
as God saves sinners one by one building His kingdom and by character or quality as God 
increasingly conforms all those sinners to the image of Jesus and not to the image of the world. 
The increase of this, there is no end. This is our greatest hope and the promise of God Himself 
crashing into the world.

But as we live in time it may not look this way. When we focus on the now we too often 
see the tribulation that is great, but that is nothing new. That will continue as long as sinful man 
lives in a fallen world. What we must notice is that this increase that is clearly described happens 
within time and within the natural ups and downs of human history in a fallen world. Given this, 
we must step back and look at the whole picture and take God at His Word. And by the Spirit His 
Word will increasingly govern our lives. This is how Jesus increasingly upholds His kingdom in 
character and He does this with justice and righteousness. What this further means is that He 
works within His people by His Spirit, so that they use right judgment and live right lives in an 
increasing manner according to the will of their King. And this work of grace in the lordship of 
Christ never ends. It never ends in the individual sense and it never ends in the collective sense. 
It never ends in the quantity increase and it never ends in the quality increase. God saves 
individuals and keeps them saved purely by His grace alone. And God builds His collective 
church and therefore His kingdom and upholds it purely by His grace alone. 

What does this look like? As time goes on the number of sinners saved by God continues 
to increase. There is never a time when that number decreases. It is always on the steady rise and 
has been since the Fall. There is never a decrease, but it may seem like it. For example, from 
1500 to 1700 through the Reformation and Puritan eras there were a lot more Christians than 
from 1700 to 1900 through the Enlightenment and beginning Liberalism eras. Does this mean 
there was a decrease in the kingdom? No. The kingdom continued to increase even though some 
of that increase was slower or less at times. So in each generation God is adding to His kingdom 
one salvation at a time. And as each individual comes to Christ for eternal life each of those live 
under their King within this fallen world. This is where His government and peace bring about 
right judgment and right living in and through His people as He establishes and upholds His 
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

The guy or girl who has spent most of their time in the bar comes to see how the pursuit 
of fun isn’t really fulfilling. They come to see that with each new hangover there is no peace and 
progress that is real. They come to see that that’s not a good use of the time that their gracious 
God has given them now. As far as the advancement of the kingdom, which now they are a part 
of, it doesn’t happen when the passions of the flesh are followed. The guy or girl who could care 
less about the news, current events, history, politics, or the societal issues of life has come to see 
that there is more to just a life for self. They’ve come to see this, because now they have a love 



for other people that they really never had before. They’ve also come to see how God’s created 
order is vitally important, so what we stand for in life really matters. In this they’ve come to 
understand more and more what God’s will is for situations like entertainment, voting, 
relationships, or anything else in life. The guy or girl who has merely been a spectator in church, 
at best if they ever really go, is changed where they come to understand that this is the bride of 
Christ, the body of Christ, God’s people consistently physically gathering for the glory and use 
of God. They come to hunger the preached word. They come to desire fellowship with other 
believers through all the messiness that could come in that fellowship. They come to serve in His 
body knowing that they’ve been given spiritual gifts to be used strictly within the life of the 
church, their local church. The guy or girl comes to know that this government and peace of their 
King doesn’t just exist within the walls of the church. They know and are convicted more and 
more that their life in Christ is going to be active in every area of life. They know that their 
vocation is a calling from God with great meaning and purpose for His kingdom. They come to 
think critically as to what is going on around them and how they ought to live now that they love 
God’s law, as it is the lamp to their feet and the light to their path. The guy or girl does not live in 
fear of any unknown, any danger, any persecution, any hardship, any infirmity. The guy or girl 
comes to hate their sin. They come to recognize it more and more and they grow in not wanting 
anything to do with it. They are in that battle actively fighting to kill sin. And they are compelled 
to not give up in the battle, because God is at work within them. These are all examples of what 
this increase looks like. It is an increase that changes society where there is salt and light in 
increasing fashion, because of Jesus’s kingdom. Right now we are in one of those valleys or 
coming further down into one as a society. There is very little salt and light, but these are times 
where the kingdom strengthens and an increase in both size and character can both happen. 
Regardless of God’s plan for this generation, the greatest hope is still the greatest hope.

This increase of the government of Jesus and the peace of Jesus that exist within His 
kingdom on earth is the good news that the angel brought the shepherds that night. This is good 
news of great joy, the never-failing, ever-increasing kingdom of Jesus that came through His 
birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension. This is what Mary treasured and pondered in her 
heart when she heard what was said to the shepherds. This is why Jesus the Son was born and 
given to humanity. This is the purpose of Christmas and the light of Jesus’s kingdom shines 
bright from the manger to the cross then out of the empty tomb and thereafter from that time 
forth and forevermore. This is the greatest hope for mankind that the second person of the Trinity 
would take on flesh and enter His creation to trade places with those sinners that His Father gave 
Him. He obeyed perfectly on their behalf, so that He could be their sacrifice offered up on their 
behalf all because of their sin and its effects. Then in and through His work these sinners could 
be saved and live, established and upheld in a kingdom that is not of this world, but is in this 
world. And in this work His increase will never end and never fail. All praise to the Savior, 
Christ the Lord. Are you a citizen of His kingdom? Is He your King? If not then you have no 
peace and you have no freedom. If you are a citizen of His kingdom then it’ll show and that 
reality will increase.


