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Let us pray. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, we thank thee, Lord, for thy 
faithfulness that has been shown many times this week. Lord, we thank thee for thy 
faithfulness that is always faithful.  Father, I pray at this hour thou would tend to the 
needs of this flock, both  physically and spiritually that, Lord, you would be pleased to 
come as Jehovah Rofi and heal thy people. Lord, be with the pastor and his wife at this 
time as they both are afflicted and Melissa and Jimmy and those of us in this room, Lord, 
who are fighting the ills of this world. Lord, may you come with thy power and thy grace 
and thy mercy and attend us at this hour. Lord, impress upon us now the soberness of this 
hour. We thank thee, Lord, for thy faithfulness and the Word that thou hast provided. 
And, Lord, I pray that you would undertake for me that thou would make provision for 
the souls of thy people this hour for the glory of thy name.  In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
 
It was impressed upon me as I walked up here the soberness of his hour, being the last 
time that we will meet in this year, the last sermon that will come from this pulpit this 
year.  And, you know, we just don’t know what the future holds. But praise be to God we 
know who holds it.  
 
We have had a lot of things afflict this body this week, a lot of very violent sicknesses 
and it always seems, at least for me, to show me the frailty of really our bodies, the 
dependency we have every day to be enabled, to be empowered to live upon him.  
 
The Lord is faithful.  I didn’t know I would be up here today, but the Lord did. He gave 
me a parable of two verses and it is found in Luke 11. I want to read those two verses this 
morning and I want to make a couple of comments on why the Lord said them.  And I 
hope they have an application to your soul today.  Oh, I hope the Holy Spirit comes with 
power and searches our hearts and reveals this truth. Verse 21 and 22. 
 

When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But 
when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he 
taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.1 

                                                
1 Luke 11:21-22. 
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When Jesus said these words they are seated right here when he answered those who 
called him Beelzebub.  Can you imagine that? Can you imagine the darkness of man that 
he would look upon the Son of God and call him the very devil?  Can you imagine that?  
Maybe you sit there this morning and say, “No, I can’t. What a horrible and heinous thing 
for man to do. I would never do that.”  
 
You know, it seems like when we are tried in our souls and we are tried in our bodies, 
Satan is there. He is there to tell us not only to give up, but basically to curse God and 
die.   
 
There are times in our fleshly ills that those words seem to be a comforting words to us.  
That might shock you this morning. You may think that life is just a bunch of roses and 
we tiptoe through the tulips and even in sickness the Lord will be there. And it is true that 
he is.  That is what this parable is telling us.  But, you know, sometimes we as the people 
of God are suffered to experience this roaring lion, suffered to experience this one that 
walks to and fro seeking to destroy.  And it is an amazing thing that our Lord is labeled 
Beelzebub.  They said, “You cast out devils through Beelzebub.” 
 
Jesus then tells them that there is now way that he could be Satan.  He says if he did and 
he cast out devils through Satan and he cast the devil out himself, then that house divided 
would not stand.  But then Jesus says in verse 20: 
 
“But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come 
upon you.”2 
 
And then this two verse parable comes.  
 
“When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.”3 
 
And, dear ones, I hope and I pray, although I know it is not the case, I know that not 
every one that hears my voice right now has experienced this. I know that not every one 
has been translated from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.  For the Lord 
tells us the very church will be mixed. And that is a sobering thing.  And we understand 
this passage when Jesus said this, it was indeed indicative of the power of Christ to bring 
his children from the power of darkness into his light.  Yes, he is the stronger than he.  He 
is the one that overcame that darkness when you and I, if we be his children, were  dead 
in trespasses and sins.  And praise be to God for that great day of regeneration, that great 
day when the Lord came to us and knocked us off that horse and said to us, “Why do you 
kick against the pricks?” 
 
And it came with a great illumination of light and it came and he turned us from a way 
that we used to walk and he delivered us from that bondage of the world, that bondage of 
Satan, that bondage of this life and everything that weighs us down. 
                                                
2 Luke 11:20.  
3 Luke 11:21.  
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And this strong one, this strong man that armed and he keeps his palace.  He keeps his 
palace and when he does his goods are in peace.  But when the Lord, the stronger than he 
came upon us in our souls, he took all of those things and he took us through the stripping 
room and all of the things that we trusted in and he took them away.  And you say, “Yes, 
I remember the time like that.” Maybe I don’t remember the exact hour, but, yes, my 
Lord has done that for me.  
 
But  my question to you this morning is: Is he doing that for you?  See, the child of God 
even though the day of regeneration has occurred, this fight still takes place.  The apostle 
Paul said it at the end of chapter one in his letter to the Philippians. He said in verse 30, 
he said: 
 
“Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.”4 
 
This conflict that was in Paul is this fight and this warfare that we have talked so much 
about, but this warfare we are speaking about this morning has a chief figure in it, the one 
that Peter said in verse ... in chapter five verse eight: 
 
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.”5 
 
This enemy that we have is such a worthy adversary.  And when we are afflicted and the 
Lord brings those afflictions, and when we are afflicted, yes, the design of these 
afflictions are to bring the children of God near to Christ’s side.  But in the midst of 
those, there are times that that doesn't readily happen.  And Satan swoops in because he is 
an opportunist and he swoops in and he says, “Listen. You are not going to get better. 
This is a nagging thing. This may even lead to death.” 
 
And the fears come and the torments come and the unbelief comes.  And Satan is right 
there to tell you that every one of them is true. But John tells us the same thing that Luke 
tells us, that the Lord Jesus Christ was manifest to destroy the works of the devil.  He 
tells us that in 1 John chapter three verse eight. 
 
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.”6 
 
How true that is. Dear ones, this parable to the child of God is a promise.  And as the 
Lord impressed upon me on my walk up here that this is the last message that you will 
hear, how glorious the one was just minutes ago. Do you understand that everything in 
this life is vanity compared to Christ?  You say, “Yes, I understand it.” Well, I am glad 
you do in your head.  But to experience it in your soul and in the holy of holies in you 
where Christ dwells that he has replaced all of the strongholds and the creature comforts 

                                                
4 Philippians 1:30.  
5 1 Peter 5:8.  
6 1 John 3:8.  
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that we have and he has replaced them with himself to nurture the child of God. That is 
my prayer for you for 2013. That is my prayed for you today. That is my prayer that this 
promise becomes a reality to your soul.  And not just one time. At the day of regeneration 
it is true, but we stand in need of a washing over and over again.   
 
You know that laver that stood on the outside of the holy of holies that held the water for 
the priest to come and to bathe in, to wash his hands and his feet in, because his hands 
and his feet would get defiled as he walked through the sands of the wilderness, as he 
walked through the desert. That laver needed to be washed in and that laver is Christ. The 
Lord is our laver. The Lord is our water. The Lord is our strength. The Lord is our 
washing.  And this is how he comes. And there are times, as I have said, we can speak of 
this as happening in our life one time in that great event of the new birth. And, yes, I 
don’t cheapen that at all. In fact, I exalt that this day and praise be to God that it has taken 
place in the child of God’s life, because without it, we could never see the kingdom of 
God.   
 
But I say to you today that unless the Lord binds this strong man over and over in your 
life, that final enemy, the Lord has put all of the enemies under his feet. And that final 
enemy that will be destroyed will be death. But all of these enemies will be thrown in the 
lake of fire. But as long as we live on this earth we are tormented by these enemies.  But 
that is what I want you to understand today, that this parable is a promise.  It is a promise 
that he is with us. It is God with us. It is Emmanuel. It is that the Lord has stronger than 
he shall come upon him and he will overcome him. 
 
But what about verse 21?  I don’t want to get ahead of myself.  
 
“When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace.”7 
 
Do you understand? Now you say, “Well, listen.  John wrote that he... we don’t abide in 
sin anymore.”  It is true. We don’t.  And it is we don’t because of right here. We don’t 
because of him.  We don’t because we are preserved and we are kept in Christ Jesus.  We 
don’t because there is a stronger one than our will. There is a stronger one that comes to 
our will. There is a stronger one that comes in our ear and says, “Walk this way,” because 
when he does, we for a moment abide in that sin. And we will stay there and we are 
comfortable there. We are comfortable as the old man seems to have the preeminence.  
And in our times of weakness that is a real fact in our life.   
 
And I tell you.  The Lord has brought me to cry out to him many times this week to 
undertake for me.  I don’t have the strength to speak to this strong one to get away from 
me. I can’t bind him.  But I will say this.  He is bound.  He is bound by the greater and 
the stronger than him.  But I tell you what. This is a terrifying time in verse 21 when that 
palace in the mind, in our understanding, in our will, when those three things, when those 
things seem to be kept by Satan and they seem to be listening to the voice of Satan and 
they seem to be following the voice of Satan, every thing that Satan is doing is at peace.   
 
                                                
7 Luke 11:21.  
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You don’t think those two words go together, Satan and peace. But there are times when 
it seems like the prince of the power of the air has dominion. Now in the scope of what 
God has done, he doesn’t have dominion, but I am talking about real experience in the 
soul now. I am not talking about what we read in the Bible, what the Lord has done, I am 
talking about experiencing it and I mean really, really being drug through the mire and 
having that attack and the Lord swooping down and taking Apollyon and thrusting the 
sword in him and making him go away for a season, because that is what he does. And I 
am not talking about a potential of him to do it. I am talking about this Lord that comes 
who is the same yesterday, today and forever. And he is the Lord of 2012 and he is the 
Lord of 2013 and he is the Lord of all time. And for you and I today as brother Tim 
started his message and he said, “Yes, the world...” how true that is. They come on a time 
like this and they look for a new beginning and they look, oh, maybe this year will be 
better than last year.   
 
Do you know what? I pray for the growth of grace and mercy for each child of God.  That 
is how I wish it to be better. Not the things of this world, not the prosperity of what the 
world says is what measures a man. And if you are measured by that today, well, the 
Lord has more work for you.  There is more coming.  
 
But, see, there is this conflict that goes on. But the Lord is faithful in his conflict over and 
over again. I was brought to see that many times because you know when you are sick 
and your body is weak you get irritable.  Where does that come from?  It is your fallen 
nature.  It is Satan working with your fallen nature. And, you know, I don’t know about 
you, but there are times when I am like that.  I may turn to the world. Maybe if I watch 
some TV it will make me feel better. Would the Lord remove that from me? Couldn’t do 
that either.  
 
Why? Because he is faithful and he is going not show each child of God that he is going 
to bind that strong man. And don’t make any false look at this enemy. He is a strong man.  
And I want you to understand that that implies that he is stronger than you. He is stronger 
than me.  But he is not stronger than Christ in us, the hope of glory.  He is not stronger 
than the stronger the one that will come.  And he does come.   
 
I love that in verse 22. 
 
“But when a stronger than he shall come upon him...”8 
 
How does he come? How does he come upon him and overcome him? It sounds like such 
a violent way of coming upon him. Do you experience a violentness? I mean, do you 
experience a shaking in your very soul? No.  That is not how the Lord comes. He comes 
with this still small voice. He comes with love.  
 
Hold your finger here and turn with me over to John 10. John 10 says it the best right at 
the beginning and you and I know when I say John 10 that that is the great shepherd, that 
its he great chapter of the shepherd. But let’s look how this begins this morning.  
                                                
8 Luke 11:22.  
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“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but 
climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.”9 
 
Two kinds of people. There are those sheep and there are robbers. There is no other... 
there is sheep and there is goats. There is no in between.  I told you that in all soberness 
this morning as I walked up it. That is what the Lord impressed upon me that there is a 
mixture in this world that will hear this message. There are some that won’t be bothered 
by it in the least bit. There will be some that aren’t... have any reflection on it at all.  And 
there will be some that the Lord is not pleased to send it to their soul.  But there will be 
some that the Lord does, just like the last message. We know that when we come up here. 
The Lord is sovereign to send his Word to where he is pleased, whether it is comfort, 
whether it is to stir up the soul, whether it is to convict, whether it is to show the error of 
the way.   
 
“He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep.”10 
 
The Lord is the door. He tells us that in verse seven. He is the shepherd. He is the door. 
To him the porter openeth. There is the Holy Spirit.  We have the Holy Spirit takes 
everything of Christ and teaches it to the souls of the child of God. And we are in 
dependence upon that. We can’t take this Word and live by it. We can’t invoke a faith 
and live by it. We can’t conjure up a work God has done in our soul and live by it. It is all 
of him.  It is when the stronger than the other one, the stronger than our old man, the 
stronger than Satan, the stronger than the world, the stronger than sin comes. To him the 
porter openeth and the sheep hear his voice.  There is no will they hear his voice.  You 
and I are full of doubts. We doubt our very election many days in our life, because of the 
wicked one, because of our fallen nature, because when the Lord’s holiness shines a light 
upon his holiness and perfection we feel so unworthy.   
 
And do you know what? We are.  Worthy is the Lamb.    
 
“To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by 
name, and leadeth them out.”11 
 
What? How does he overcome them?  He leadeth them out. Listen to how he does it.  
 
“And when he putteth forth his own sheep.”12 
 
What do you see here? You see the shepherd carrying the sheep everywhere. You see the 
shepherd going before and look at him. He goeth before them.  He suffered that you and I 

                                                
9 John 10:1. 
10 John 10:1-2.  
11 John 10:3.  
12 John 10:4. 
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suffered.  He went through the temptations. He went through the trials. He went through 
all so that he can succor you and I, not our family, not our imagination, not our creature 
comforts.  There is nothing in that for the child of God. 
 
“...he goeth before them and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.”13 
 
But wait a minute. We just said that the devil, there are times we listen to his voice.  Yes.  
But we can’t stay there. We can’t. This is what being kept is and preserved in Christ 
Jesus. We may back slide. We may fall back. We may be left half dead on that road, but 
the good Samaritan of Christ he comes. The religious world will pass on both sides.  The 
religious world will say, “Yes, see, that is what your  living has got you.  You must not 
be living right.”  The religion and the law will come by and say, “You are dead.” But the 
stronger one than he, he comes and the sheep will follow him because they know his 
voice. He goes before him. He carries them before him. He goes behind him.  He goes ... 
he is carrying them around his neck.   
 
Why do you and I worry so much? We are always under attack and we have this dead 
carcass we carry around with us. 
 
“And a stranger will they not follow.”14 
 
And, you know, there might be some in here now that say, “That is true. I never follow 
Satan. I never follow my flesh. My old man has been put down and the Lord did it one 
time and I don’t have any troubles. I don’t have any tribulations.” 
 
You don’t know the Lord I do who told me that I will have these tribulations. You don’t 
know the gospel I do that says that my Lord has shown. It has been impressed upon me 
that the Lord says, you know, “You are going to have these, but I will come. I am going 
to come. I am faithful to do so over and over again.”  
 
“And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice 
of strangers.”15 
 
That is how... now we go back to our text. That is how we understand this now.  
 
“But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him.”16 
 
That is how Christ does it. We hear his voice, the voice of the shepherd, the loving voice 
of the shepherd.  Fear not, peace, be still.  It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom.  I have overcome the world. Greater is me that is in you than the one that is 
in the world. That is what I am telling you right here, Jesus speaking. I am greater than 
he.  

                                                
13 John 10:4.  
14 John 10:5.  
15 Ibid.  
16 Luke 11:22.  
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But we doubt that. In times of our unbelief and the times of our sorrow, but it doesn’t 
discourage the Lord. It doesn't change his keeping of the sheep.  It doesn’t alter the sheep 
fold.  It doesn’t send away his grace or his mercy as some religionists would tell us today 
that you sin away that day.  What a hopeless, hopeless life to live if you procure your 
salvation and if you don’t you can sin it away.  
 
“But when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him.”17 
 
Praise be to God that he does, dear ones. It is a promise. It is not a potential Savior.  It is 
finished.  I have done it. I have overcome the world.   
 
“...he taketh from him all his armour.”18 
 
You might not like to hear this. Your flesh ain’t going to like to hear it.  
 
“...he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted.”19 
 
What have you trusted in this week?  Medicines?  Electronic devices? People? Riches? 
Your name?  Your title?  He strips them all away in the stripping room.  That is how he 
overcomes Satan. You know when Satan came to Christ, Christ said, “He has nothing in 
me. He can’t touch me. He can’t touch my inner man, so to speak. He can’t touch me. 
There is no sin.  There is no fallen nature there.” You and I, though, are a little different. 
We do have a fallen nature. There is something in us for Satan to come to try to get on his 
side.  And if we are left to ourself he will win.  But that is just the battle.  Our Lord say 
right here, “I have won the war.  
 
“...he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted.”20 
 
You know, there is a lot of creature comforts we trust in and when you are sick you 
gather them all around to yourself. When you are weak you gather them all around to 
yourself.  And the Lord showed me this week. He just kept stripping them from me.  
And, you know, as the fever started going up real high and the chills came on and the 
blankets didn’t do anything for me and the medicine didn’t do anything for me, the only 
thing that gave me peace was the stronger one than him.  So, lo I am with you always 
even to the end of the world, the end of this affliction.   
 
Thank you, Lord.  Thou art faithful. 
 
“...he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”21 

                                                
17 Ibid.  
18 Ibid.  
19 Ibid.  
20 Ibid.  
21 Ibid.  
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Do you know what that means?  That means all glory goes to our triune Lord.  You and I 
have no part in this. You and I can’t strip ourselves of these things. You and I can’t 
mortify our flesh. You and I can’t walk a better way. You and I can’t reform ourselves. 
You may think you can.  But he divideth his spoils.  The Lord will have all glory.   
 
The four and 20 elders tell us this. The four beasts tell us this in Revelation 4:11. 
 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created 
all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”22 
 
That is where he brings every one of his children.  This is how he does it. He overcomes 
the strong man whether it b the old man, whether it be sin, whether it be the bondage of 
the law, whether it be Satan himself, whether it be your feelings, whether it be your 
emotions, he overcomes them.  And what great power and what great love he comes with 
at the same time to the soul of his chosen, where he has set up his abode, where he has set 
up his place and tabernacle.  And praise be to God that he has.   
 
Because you know what? As I laid there this week and I have seen my brethren struggle 
this week, that thought has crossed my mind. What would we do without this Lord?  How 
hopeless it would be to rely on medicine.  Do you know how many false readings and 
things we have had this week?  Do you know how many times we have had to go back to 
that physician?  But praise be to God this physician is always open and this physician is 
full of knowledge and wisdom and this physician knows what we have need of in our 
soul whether we might think it is time to be done with something, the Lord knows when 
it is. He careth for us.  That is where our burdens are cast in him, for he careth for us.   
 
Now I told you.  These are searching words, because this little parable sits kind of in the 
middle of something, a dialogue. Jesus is answering Satan basically. He is answering 
Satan being entered into the Pharisees as they say that he is Satan. He shows his godhead. 
He shows his divinity. He shows who he is. He shows his power. He shows it in this 
parable. He shows that his children who are all their lifetime subject to this bondage that 
he is there with them, that this promise is that he will always be there and that he will get 
the glory and that is what his children want. They are made to lie down in that pasture.  
They want the glory to go to their Lord.   
 
And I want you to listen to these last four verses.  And may the Lord use them to search 
the souls. 
 

He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me 
scattereth.  When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return 
unto my house whence I came out. 23 
 

                                                
22 Revelation 4:11.  
23 Luke 11:23-24. 
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Do you know what this is? It is the Christless professor. It is the one who doesn't have 
Christ that comes and overcomes the wicked one. 
 
You say, “But wait a minute.  There is an end to a trial.” 
 
Certainly.  They may be healed by the doctor. They may go through these hardships in 
life, but look what happens.  When that unclean spirit is gone out of a man guess where 
he goes? He walks through the dry places of this world and that is what it is. To you and 
I, if we be God’s children, we are strangers and pilgrims down here on this wilderness.  
We don’t want our cause put in this world.  But the empty professor, the one who doesn’t 
possess Christ he walks to and fro and he seeks rest through the dry places of this world 
and he still doesn't’ find any, but he still continues to go after the things of the world and 
says, “Fill me, fill me, fill me.” 
 
“I will return unto my house whence I came out.  And when he cometh, he findeth it 
swept and garnished.”24 
 
Well, isn’t that a good thing?  Oh, everything is well. Woe to them that are at ease, but 
that goes to those in Zion.  What about those in this world?  There is no conflict in the 
soul and everything is swept and garnished.  And they return right back to the mire and 
they go right back to the world and they embrace the world and the world embraces them.  
And there is a close communion.  But there is no union with Christ.   
 
 

And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished.  Then goeth he, 
and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they 
enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first.25 

 
It makes me shudder. It makes me to shudder to think of how man can be brought to the 
brink of death and it not phase him, can be brought to the end of despair and it not phase 
him because unless this one who is stronger than the wicked one comes, he will be left 
there to perish.  You and I today when we hear these words if we be the children of God 
we praise God that he is there.  We praise God that he has come.  And we cry out to God 
that he comes again. But it don't know what to tell you if your soul has never been 
touched with these words.  I don’t know what to say to you. I know what he will say to 
you.  “Depart from me. I never knew you.”  
 
Are you known this way?  Has the Lord bound then strong man in you?  May the Lord 
use these words to day for his glory. May he search his children’s hearts and reveal 
himself. And, dear ones, as the year approaches, you know, Solomon told us there is 
nothing new under the sun and I hope you do, as the Lord brings you through this day, I 
hope he shows you the vanity and vexation of spirit that is in this world and I hope he 
weans you from it.  My hope is that this promise is fulfilled in you over and over.  And I 
                                                
24 Luke 11:24-25.  
25 Luke 12:25-26.  
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know it will be as he is faithful who calls us to live this life, because he will do it.  he will 
do it over and over as many times as is needful.   
 
May God add his power and may God be with you this week. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, most gracious and holy Lord, come now. Come often.  And, Lord, 
may you bind that strong man, whatever face it has on it today and, Lord, may you reveal 
the image of thy Son, the power of the Holy Ghost, the glory of the Father and may you 
set up tabernacle with thy children in our souls to the glory of your name.  Lord, put a 
song in our heart today to praise thy holy name. May you be glorified in the healing that 
thou hast done, in the healing that thou wilt do. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  
 
 
 


