
           EXPOSITION OF PROVERBS                                              p. 80 
 

Message #53             Proverbs 15:18-23 
 
THERE IS A MAJOR CONTRAST BETWEEN A WISE PERSON AND  A FOOLISH 
PERESON, AND THERE ARE MANY AREAS OF LIFE WHERE THO SE CONTRASTS 
ARE EVIDENCED. 
 
FACTOR #1 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our attitude toward strife.  15:18 
 
The verb “stirs” is in the Piel stem, which refers to action that is busy or eager.  The idea is a hot-
tempered person is one who is eager to stir up contention.  He loves to fight.  On the other hand, 
the wise man is “slow to anger,” that is he is long-suffering and patient. 
 
FACTOR #2 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our attitude toward work.  15:19 
 
Foolish people are slothful workers and wise people are disciplined workers.  It is interesting that 
the contrast is between one who is a “sluggard” as opposed to one who is “righteous.”  The 
reason is because one who is a “sluggard” is not righteous.  The phrase “hedge of thorns” refers 
to some type of sharp thorns which grew into a hedge that grew into some sort of protective 
fence.  A sluggard is always roadblocked by some hedge from accomplishing or doing some-
thing.  A wise person even gets a tough task accomplished, like building a highway, which is a 
very difficult construction project. 
 
FACTOR #3 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our parents attitude toward us.  15:20 
 
This proverb is not saying that a wise son only makes a father happy and a foolish one only holds 
the mother in contempt; it is Hebrew poetry which expresses both parents are affected.  A wise 
son makes his parents glad.  A foolish man despises his parents, which means he holds them in 
contempt and is a mockery to them. 
 
FACTOR #4 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our way of life.  15:21 
 
Whatever brings us our greatest joy, says much about whether we are wise or foolish.  For a fool 
there is great joy in folly; for a wise person, it is found in righteousness. 
 
FACTOR #5 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our willingness to seek counsel.  15:22 
 
This proverb teaches that plans, projects and various works come to fruition when a man is 
willing to seek the counsel of many counselors.  A proud fool thinks he can determine everything 
by himself. 
 
FACTOR #6 – Wisdom or folly can be determined by our use of speech.  15:23 
 
Derek Kidner calls this verse “verbal craftsmanship.”  The point is one who can answer or 
respond with just the right thing at the right time is a very good, wise, and godly man. 
 


