
Rev. 18:1-24  “Lament for Babylon”

For the Children: In many places in ancient times people showed their grief in a very noisy way when someone 
died.  They wailed and tore clothes and hair.  It didn’t always mean they really cared about the person who died. 
When God ends this world, many will be filled with grief.  Not that they care about the world so much.  Rather, 
they care about themselves, about all the “fun” they were having in the world.   When they see the world end, 
they will know that God is about to judge them too.  That is what really scares them.  Questions: Why should 
God’s children NOT be scared of the end of the world?  How should we react when people confidently predict 
the end of the world on a particular date?  How can God’s children “come out” of the world, while still living in it?

Introduction:

First Point: What Is Wrong with Babylon
1) Her True Nature: The Great Harlot may look attractive at first glance, but her true nature is demonic and 

unclean (v. 2).  Her immorality with kings and merchants of the world symbolizes the whole anti-God 
world-system, in its seductive offer of advantage – including financial advantage – to those who support 
it.  This is not only like Ancient Babylon, but also Tyre – hence the many allusions to Ezk. 26-28.  These 
nations were self-glorifying, therefore idolatrous.  See vss. 7 and 23 on that pride, with Is. 47:7f

2) Her Persecutions: V. 24 speaks of the persecution of God’s people by this world-system.  There is both 
economic persecution and the threat of death

3) Filling Up the Measure: This system will continue to operate until it has filled up the measure of its 
wickedness, until Babylon’s sins are piled up as high as heaven (v. 5).  We are told about Babylon in so 
much detail so that by seeing the nature of the world, we may realize how much influence it has on us

Second Point  :   What Happens to Babylon  
1) A Certain Prediction: Unlike many other dire predictions about the world’s end, this one is sure to come 

about.  It is a message from God in heaven, through an angel with great glory and authority (vss. 1-2). 
With a mighty voice the angel repeats the words “fallen” and “woe.”  It is so certain that the fall is 
described using a past tense, as if it had already happened!

2) The Whole System Crashed: This is not about a particular world-government (past or future) that 
collapses, leaving many behind to mourn it.  It is about the end of the whole world-system.  Hence there 
are OT allusions taken from judgements against many nations – Egypt, Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, Edom, 
even apostate Israel.  The pattern is the same throughout history – until it all suddenly crashes in “one 
hour/day” (vss. 8, 10, 17, 19).  See also 2 Pet. 3.  That crash occurs at the final judgement – pictured 
here in terms of pestilence, famine, fire, mourning and the removal of all benefits.  Then the Lord will pay 
her back with perfect justice, the punishment matching her crimes (vss 6-7).  As she caused others to 
stumble, so she will be cast into the sea with a millstone on her neck (v. 21f).  See  Jer. 51:63f, Mt. 18:6

Third Point: How People React to Babylon’s Fall
1) The Unbeliever’s Reaction: Those who loved the world rather than the Lord will see all their hopes 

collapse on that day.  They are pictured as kings and merchants on land and sea, who suddenly see 
their source of wealth destroyed.  See Jer. 51:8, Ezk. 27.  This is a picture of the sinner’s sudden 
realization that the God who can destroy the world in a moment is about to judge them too!

2) The Believer’s Reaction: OT Israel was warned to flee Babylon – to avoid being seduced into her 
idolatries and caught up in her judgement (Jer. 51:6, Is. 52:11).  A similar call is issued to God’s people 
over against the world (v. 4).  However, we must flee by living by faith while still in the world.  Part of that 
life of faith involves rejoicing that God is going to make Babylon fall (Jer. 51:48).  For this shows His 
power and justice, Christ’s victory and our vindication.  It is an answer to the martyr’s plea, “how long?” 

Conclusion:




