CHRISTMAS 2016

As you may know, there is a major effort to takeudeChrist out of Christmas. In Texas, a
teacher had to remove a Charlie Brown Christmatepbgcause it had a Bible verse from Isaiah
that mentioned the name of Christ. Actually tHfsre is not new, it has just been intensified.

There has always been a subtle attempt to mov€lthsetmas concept away from God'’s gift
to our gifts. One businessman was saying to hig@yees that he thought this could be the
greatest Christmas ever and one employee saidigkitahe first one was.

Some always try to get the focus away from Godtoespseudo deity who knows when you are
naughty or nice. Many would just as soon you fogus attention on Frosty the Snowman, not
a babe in Bethlehem.

Now some stores are not allowing their people o 9derry Christmas,” because the name
Christ may offend some people. You may wish pebpigpy holidays, but you cannot wish
them Merry Christmas. | have been specificallyimgerry Christmas to people and only
about 50% say it back. Mary had some gifts and Berry Christmas and the woman refused
to say it so she said | won’t spend one dime inrgbore and she walked out.

In some places, you may display a large Christmegs but you may not call it a Christmas tree,
but a Holiday Tree. | have also heard that someetolors such as red and green are being
protested against on Christmas cookies at schaaluse they are somehow connected to
Christmas. In some places, you may display a |@agdy Cane, but cannot display a Nativity
scene. In fact, in Boca Raton, Florida therenstvity scene that is displayed and 20 yards
from it is a display promoting Satan worship.

You may curse Jesus Christ’s name at Christmas boteyou cannot honor and worship His
name at Christmas time. My brother told me a stdrg man in his church who helped a woman
find her car at a mall and when he got done hetsdmr “Merry Christmas” and she said
“Happy Holidays.” He kept saying Merry Christmasiashe kept repeating “Happy Holidays”
and finally he said, lady, without Christ theren@s holiday.

All of this stuff is designed to take Jesus Choist of Christmas. To dismiss Him, to disregard
Him. So let’s play along for a few minutes. Ldback up time and let's remove Jesus Christ not
only from Christmas, let’s remove Him from ever éogto this world. Let us take Him not

only out of the Holidays, let’s leave Him in heavard say He never came to this earth. What
would the results of that be? What are the raatifons of a world to which Jesus Christ never
came?

Based on direct statements of Scripture as to whys)Christ came to this earth—there are six
theoretical implications of things that would netibJesus Christ had not come to this earth:



THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #1 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, gher
no possibility of any person hayeternal life through
Him. John 10:10a

Obviously, if Jesus never came to this earth, therpossibility of believing on Him and His
finished work on Calvary for salvation is a mutenpobecause He never came here to do the
work on Calvary.If you take Him out of Christmas, you take Him offthe cross.

When Jesus Christ was here on earth, He gave ug stetements as to why He came and one of
those statements occurs in John 10:10. He sagdytie that they might have life.” If He never
came, then we cannot have life through Him. If ohthe reasons for His coming to this world
was to offer life to sinful people, then logicaifyHe doesn’t come to this earth He cannot offer
this. If we take Jesus Christ out of Christmashaee major theological problems, because we
cannot find eternal life in Him.

Theologically this has far-reaching ramificatioh€hrist did not come to this earth. Let me
give you five major theological ramifications irkiag Jesus Christ out of Christmas.

Theological Ramification #1 - If Christ were not ban, there is no justification in Him.

Justification is a forensic, judicial act of Godtliakes place at God’s throne in which a sinner is
declared righteous from their legal sin probleim justification man is not made righteous, he

is declared righteous. As John Calvin said, justification is the grabui$ imputation of
righteousness before the tribunal of Gaahfes, p. 315). Of course the theme of justification by
faith alone was the heart cry of the reformatidvihen one is considered to be guilty of a crime,
he must have his day in court.

We have a big legal sin problem against us. Weweclared guilty in Adam (Rom. 5:12). We
are declared guilty by the God'’s law (Rom. 5:18Je are declared sinful and guilty by God’s
Word (Rom. 3:19-20, 23). We are declared guiltyahyinherited sin nature which we still have.
The question is this—how do we get a Holy God to diare that we are righteous when we
have this big sin problem? According to Romans 5:9, the only way to be dedlaighteous is
by Christ’s blood (Rom. 5:9). However, if we takarist out of Christmas, then He doesn’t
come to this earth to shed His blood, which meamgawnnot be judicially declared righteous by
God because of Christ’s shed blood (Rom. 5:9).

What this ultimately means is we are going to havéo something to get Almighty God to
judicially declare us righteous. Since He is a @dab cannot lie, it will be impossible for us to
convince Him that He should declare us rightedusithermore, we have a huge problem here.
We may do some horizontal good to others socibliythe problem here is we must do some-
thing that is so vertically good that God will de@ us righteous. The problem lies in three
damning realities:



(Reality #1) - Scripture says we cannot be justified by our weRam. 3:28.

Spurgeon preached a sermon one time on justificatiml a man came to him and said—I do not
think God will forgive me unless | do somethingdieserve it. Spurgeon said, “I'll tell you sir, if
you bring any of your deserving'’s, you shall nelvave God's forgiveness. God gives way His
justification freely; and if you bring anything pay for it, He will throw it in your face and will
not give His justification to you.”

(Reality #2) - Scripture says we cannot be justified by keepiney@.T. law—Gal. 2:16
“by the works of the Latvadl no flesh be justified.”

(Reality #3) - Scripture says we are justified by faith in JeStsist—-Rom. 3:26-28.
God is just and the justifof the one who has faith in Jesus.

If Jesus Christ is not born into this world, we éao hope for justification. We will all get what
we legally deserve hell.

Theological Ramification #2 - If Christ were not ban, there is no _propitiation in Him.

If you take Christ out of Christmas, you can haveévaite Christmas” but you cannot have your
sins washed whiter than snow.

| John 2:2 says that Jesus Christ, “Himself isptapitiation for our sins and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole worldlf we take Him out of Christmas, He is not our
propitiation. What that means is there is no appesing or pacifying the wrath of God

through Christ. What that means to us is that we are going te bavry and appease God'’s
violated righteousness and wrath ourselves. Wegairey to have to take God’s wrath on us
because Christ never came here to take it on HilGhrist is not born into this world, we must
come up with some propitiatory means of appeasiagwath of God and of appeasing the
violated righteousness of God. What can we doZié/ban we turn? What hope do we have?
Without Christ, we have no hope at all.

Theological Ramification #3 - If Christ were not bon, there is no sanctificationin Him.

There are three types of sanctificatiBositional at moment of Justification we are set apart as
a child of GodProgressive-as we yield to the Holy Spirit we progress in qoirituality;
Ultimate—we will one day be set apart in eternity with Godelver. Now all of this sanctifi-
cation business is contingent upon Jesus Chrisingpta this world. [If Christ did not come into
this world, we cannot be set apart unto God posalilyg, progressively or ultimately. Somehow
we are going to have to come up with a plan to cwe/God to say we are His holy people who
deserve to be set apart as His people Forever.t M/bar plan? What are we to do?



Theological Ramification #4 - If Christ were not ban, there is no redemption in Him.

Our sins have not been paid for by Christ. Whistitieans is that if Christ did not come to this
earth, we are going to have to come up with sometw@ay for our sins ourselves. We will
have to come up with some payment plan to Godishattsuch an acceptable level to God to the
point that He will say we are free from our sinhidproblem is huge because it is further
complicated by direct statements in Scripture sagt

1) We cannot redeem ourselves with money—I Pe8 1:1

2) We cannot redeem ourselves by works—Rom. 324, 2

3) We cannot redeem ourselves by keeping the laWw-3@s; 4:5

What are we to do? Money will not redeem us. \Barkl not redeem us. Keeping the Law

will not redeem us. God will not accept any osths a payment for sin. Our sincerity or our
religion will not redeem us. What are we goinglta® If Jesus Christ did not come to this earth—
then there is no redemption in Him and there ifimgtwe can do to buy ourselves out of our

sin. There is nothing we can do to buy heaven.

Theological Ramification #5 - If Christ were not ban, there is no reconciliation in Him.

If Christ does not come to this world, we cannotdmnciled to God through Him. Our
relationship with God has not been reconciledealdran account of a man who was sent out one
cold wintery night to repair an electric cable kattpower could continue to flow to the homes.
The repairman completed his task, but in the pbeswas killed. His body was found frozen
and his stiffened hands were holding the brokers ¢ogether, reconciling the power.

Reconciliation means that there is a change inaationship with God from hostility to
harmony. We have been broken off in our relatigmghth God and Christ reconciles the
relationship. However, if He never came to thigleahere is no reconciliation through Him.

According to Romans 5:10we are enemies of God until we are reconciled td.Go
According to Il Corinthians 5:18-21-the only way to be reconciled to God is throughhfan
Jesus Christ. This is the only way to having awkbn relationship with God fixed. Now if
Jesus Christ did not come into this world—we aen@as of God and somehow we need to fix
this relationship ourselves.

If Jesus Christ did not come to this world, theyartiance we have at eternal life is to rely on
ourselves. To go to live with God in His heaveramsewe have to be as holy and pure and as
righteous as God. We must be able to stand b&odeon our own and say | have never once
sinned. | have never once broken Your law. | haeser offended You in any way. | have
never done one thing or said one thing or thougktthing that has been out of line with Your
purity and Your righteousness. If Jesus Christaiticome to this earth, we must stand on our
own before God and tell Almighty God that we argt jas good and as holy as He is. The
problem is we know we aren’t. We would be standiatpre Him and we know His record can
prove we have sinned against Him a thousand times.



We are going to have to invent something that Giidaysprove to make us acceptable in His
sight and the truth is—there is nothing we canrnveat He will accept as payment for our sins.
Without Christ coming to this world, we have no Bop

If Jesus Christ were not born into this world thieare is no possibility ever having eternal life
through Him, which means we have no possibilitha¥ing eternal life. Because we all deserve
eternal condemnation.

We have sinned time and time again against God.calaot justify ourselves. We cannot
sanctify ourselves. We cannot propitiate oursel\w'& cannot redeem ourselves and we cannot
reconcile ourselves. Take Jesus Christ out ofdthas and you take yourself right into hell.

THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #2 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, ghier
no possibility of any person imgvan abundant life.
John 10:10b

Again in John 10:10-Jesus said, “I came that thigyhthave life and might have it abundantly.”
The possibility of having an abundant, fulfilledeaningful life in Christ is not possible if Jesus
Christ never was born.

So do the best you can. Struggle through lifetayitb find meaning. Look every place you can
to try to find a little happiness and fulfillmenGive it your best shot to try and find purpose to
your life. Be like Solomon and try to find a meagful life under the sun. Focus on your career.
Focus on pleasure. Focus on education. Focugeateonship. Focus on material things.
None of these things will ultimately make you hampyulfilled and none of them will really
direct you to your real purpose in life; but if @trdidn’t come to this earth to give you an
abundant life, it's the best you can do for youtsel

Pretty soon you'll get tired of yourself. Pretyos you’'ll wonder why you were even born.
You'll try to fit in the best you can, but you’'lielmissing an abundant, fulfilled life because
Jesus Christ didn’t come to the earth to give y@i.t | can cite one depressing story after
another from athletes to movie stars who died liptldpressed. | have seen many who try to
find meaning and happiness to life apart from Glamsl it just doesn’t work. | knew a young
man who tried to find happiness in a relationshigha girl, when it didn’t work, he killed
himself. | know of a married man in California wtr@d to find meaning in his job and when he
lost his job, he killed himself. A few years agperte was an article in the paper about a young
girl who didn’t think she was pretty enough or ledomplished enough, so she killed herself.
All of these people lacked meaning and one witligtutist lacks it too.

If Jesus Christ didn’t come into this world to giveaning and fulfillment to life, you are left to
yourself to try and find it and you won't find itYou may not kill yourself, but you'll live your
life in an empty vacuum—aimlessly wondering whait yoe missing.



THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #3 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, then
there is no possibility of vicgaover the Devil.
| John 3:8

| John 3:8 says: “...The Son of God appeared forghrpose, that He might destroy the works
of the devil.” The Devil is behind all works systs of religion. If Jesus were not born, then
you belong to the Devil and you will try and pickvarks system that fits you.

Furthermore, if Christ were not born, there is naailing of anything the Devil wants to do.
In a world without Christ, evil becomes good. Nothis bad. Lying, Immorality, Stealing,
Killing, Raping, Child Molesting, Abortion, Satanovship, Bank Robberies, Drug addiction is
all part of the good life. If Christ were not bogou have no good alternatives.

If Jesus were not born, one religion is just asdga® another. It doesn’t matter if you worship
Satan, Frosty the Snowman, or Tinkerbell. If Jegeie not born, it doesn’t matter what you
sing at Christmas time-Silent Night or Jingle BellsJesus were not born, Satan can have the
world and all in it. Greed and Power, Lusts andtlare the way to go. Without Christ, victory
is the Devil's. ltis all his and his way is thelpway.

THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #4 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, then
there has been no final and detegsacrifice for sin.
Hebrews 10:3-10

The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews 10:3-10 Wiatn Jesus Christ would come into the
world (10:5), He would offer His own body as a cdet@ and final sacrifice for our single
would finish the sin issue once for all (Heb. 10:30 There would never need to be any more
blood sacrifices made for sin.

If Jesus Christ did not come to this earth—nonihigfhas happened. There has not been any
complete and final and acceptable sacrifice for $ithat are we going to do? According to
Hebrews 10:4—“it is impossible for the blood oflswdnd goats to take away our sins.”
According to John 1:29, it is the Lamb of God whkes away the sin of the world; but since
He didn’t come here, He didn’t do that.

What are we going to do? God will not accept amynal blood for our sins and He certainly
will not accept our own blood for our sins becawseare the one who have sinned with our
bodies and blood. What are we to do if Christ lidome to this earth to make a full and final
sacrifice for our sins?

As a minister | don’t know what to tell you to dbcannot offer you any hope. Our sin
condemns us before God and we are all headingieronation and we have no hope of
changing things. We are moving to death becauseawe sinned and there is nothing we can
offer God that will take away our sin. We are maddy lost. We are without hope. We are
doomed and we are damned. | cannot say Merry @Gfass for there is nothing merry about
anything. We are all just a bunch of “holocaussqmers” waiting to be taken to the eternal gas
chambers and the fires of hell if Jesus were noi.bo



THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #5 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, veé
no demonstration of God’s lovi®hn 3:16

One reason why God’s Son was born was becausedsed the world and the people in it so
much that He would send His own Son to provide@eptable sacrifice so whoever would
believe in Him would have sins forgiven and haverral life.

If Jesus Christ were not born you have no dematstraf God’s love and our concept of love
can be anything you want it to be. We can livehvaitdelusional or emotional concept of love
that says God just loves us no matter what we \ele who we believe in. He loves us just the
way we are. Why would one believe God loves thela8t because they feel it or want to think
it? If Jesus Christ did not come to this earthrealy don’'t know what God thinks of us. In
fact, it may be He hates us.

THEORETICAL IMPLICATION #6 — If Jesus Christ were not born into this world, vesé
possible reason to believe Héaoime back a
second time, when He didn’t camefirst time.

You and | may as well believe in Santa Claus amd<eif Christ did not come to this earth. We
don’t know how things are going to end and who et things. We are left to wonder whether
it will all end with a big nuclear bomb or whethibe sun will end up burning up the planet.
Maybe when you die you'll come back as a tree foo@. Maybe when you die that is all there
iSs—you are gone to oblivion.

If Christ didn’t come the first time, there is nead to wonder about the second time.
In fact, if Christ did not come to this earth, #hés no value of church, prayer, worship.

What difference does it make if we keep Christ mi€tmas? It makes all the difference to this
world and to your life.

Tucked away in Luke 2:11 is an angelic statemeaitihone of the most important statements in
all of the Bible: “for today in the city of Davidhére has been born for you a Savior who is Christ
the Lord.”

The reality is Jesus Christ did come into this @wahd millions upon millions of people know
He did and it is this reality that makes it possifdr us to have a “Merry Christmas.”



