
1 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church                   
Princess Chapel Church      12340 Old Princess Road 
princess.chapel@yahoo.com      Ashland, KY 41102 

 

Pastor, Douglas Salyer       December 19, 2018  

 

Romans 12:3-6 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 78 

Introduction: 
 

     This next section of Scripture passage is not as familiar to most as the proceeding two 
verses. In order to get the full grasp of Paul’s teaching here in this section of practical 
application we must include it with verses one and two of Romans chapter 12. 
 
Romans 12:1 
 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
 

2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.1 
 

     God’s perfect will for each and every believer in our lives is to recognize, and to develop, 
and to put in practice our spiritual gift or gifts for the glory of God. People who end up 
accomplishing, what we would see as great and powerful things for God, do so because they 
have a transformed life and lifestyle in fulfilling Romans 12:1-2. They have a body and mind, 
that is totally committed to application of God’s Word in their lives, and therefore they are 
constantly being transformed through God’s Spirit, in grace by His Word. 
 
Ephesians 5:26 – That He might sanctify her, (being His bride – the Church) having cleansed 
her by the washing of water with the word.2 
 

John 17:17 – Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.3 
 
     We are commanded, exhorted and charged by the mercies of God, to present ourselves a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God; this is our spiritual worship, our reasonable 
service. The renewing of our minds through the Word of God even helps us with identifying 
our Spiritual gift and applying them in life for the honor and glory of God.  
__________________________________________ 
1 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 12:1-2. 
 

2 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Ephesians 5:26. 
 

3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 17:17. 
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     Dr. John Walvoord writes, ‘There is divine purpose in the life of every Christian, and 
spiritual gifts are keeping with that purpose.’ After all, God had a much higher purpose for 
saving you, other than you just getting to go to heaven.  
 
Romans 8:29-30 
 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.4 
 

     The Apostle Paul tells us from Ephesians 1, that ‘In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as 
sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise 
of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.5 

     God has purposed our transformation in this life, through and by His Spirit and His Word 
all to the praise of the glory of His grace. However, our practical application with our Spiritual 
gifts in obedience to Him for His glory plays a vital part of that. If it did not then God would 
take you on to Glory as soon as He saved you.  

     He does not do that, He has purposed for believers to recognize, develop and apply the 
spiritual gifts granted unto them. So that they may be transformed and the world around 
them may see God’s effectual working of grace in their lives. 

     Notice how verse three beings, with the word ‘for’. This is an explanatory conjunction that 
Paul uses to explain what’s God’s perfect will for one’s life is – to specifically recognize, 
develop and exercise our spiritual gifts for the body of Christ. 

Romans 12:3-8 
3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt 
to every man the measure of faith. 
 

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;6 
__________________________________________ 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 8:29-30. 
 
5 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Ephesians 1:4c-6. 
 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:3-6. 
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7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that 
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.7 
 
     Going back to that explanatory conjunction at the beginning of verse three. The NASB 
states, ‘For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly 
of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted 
to each a measure of faith.’8 
 
     Notice the point that Paul is building here with the introductory concerning the Spiritual 
gifts. He uses the Greek for think, (φρονεω)9, multiple times. This means that God wants us 
to exercise a sensible, sane, and common sense perspective of our own abilities. He wants 
us carefully thinking about what God has actually given us the ability to do and what He has 
not given us the ability to do.10 
 
     May we not develop the attitude where we begin to think we deserve something better 
than what God’s has given us. This is thinking more highly of ourselves than we ought. We 
take what we have been granted and develop it for building up of the entire body of Christ. 
Understanding that we all have our part in the proper function of the body, and understand 
that what we have has been given from God, and that there is nothing great or spectacular 
about us, it is all His Grace. 
 
     Notice carefully from Romans 12:3, who it is that determines which spiritual gifts we 
have. ‘according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.’ God grants the faith 
needed to exercise the gifts that He gives.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-25 
 
12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body: so also is Christ. 
 

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 
 

14 For the body is not one member, but many. 
 

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the 
body?11 
__________________________________________ 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:7-8. 
 
8 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 12:3. 
 
9 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
φρονεω – phroneo’ (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
10 G. Abbott-Smith, Greek Lexicon, 474-475. 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 
12:12-15. 
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16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of 
the body? 
 

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling? 
 

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 
 

19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 
 

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 
 

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, 
I have no need of you. 
 

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 
 

23 And those members of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow 
more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness. 
 

24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given 
more abundant honour to that part which lacked. 
 

25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care 
one for another.12 
 
     Understanding of this text, it is clear to see from the human perspective that we all do 
not have the same spiritual gifts, because we all have different jobs and functions in the 
body of Christ.  
 

     The Apostle Peter admonishes us, ‘As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 
same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If any man speak, let 
him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.13 
 

     So we must be sober mined and think realistically concerning our Spiritual gifts and their 
use. However, we must also recognize that there is diversity in the body of Christ. Not 
everyone has the same gift. There should not be jealously or resentment toward one another 
over these gifts because God is the one who grants them individually and grants the grace 
and faith for their use accordingly.  
 

Romans 12:4-5 
4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
 

5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.14 
__________________________________________ 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 
12:16-25. 
 

13 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), 1 Peter 4:10-11. 
 

14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:4-5. 
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     Sound Biblical thinking recognizes that there is but one body. That body of Christ is the 
Church and within that body is a wide diversity of spiritual gifts to be used for the building 
up of that body.  
 

- No, everyone does not and will not have the same gift.  
- No, everyone will not and cannot have the same function in that body. 

 

     Each and everyone one of us, has the gift according to the will of God for the working in 
the body of Christ, therefore each one of us has a different function, yet we all have the same 
goal with is the glory of God. Each one operates differently, yet without one, the entire body 
cannot operation.  
 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
11 And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors 
and teachers, 
 
12 for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, and for the edifying of the body 
of Christ,15 
 
     The Bible does not say that God gave for all to be Apostles, and all to be prophets, and all 
to be evangelists, and all to be pastor-teachers. The Holy Spirit said, some. This is that wide 
diversity in the body, all with a different function. 
 
     No we were a not all put into the body to be equal in the sense of all serving the same 
function. If you do not agree with that, when you leave out of here this evening you trying 
opening your car door with your eye. You try driving home tonight using your feet, with your 
eyes closed and use your ears to see with. Each individual member serves its own primary 
function within the body, and the body needs all its members to properly function as a whole. 
 
Romans 12:6 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;16 

 

1. The Gift of Prophesy: 
 
     The gift of Prophecy is technically speaking of a God-given revelation which set forth God’s 
truth concerning the future. In the context Paul is speaking of this gift, he is meaning one who 
received a direct message of revelation from God. During and prior of the first century church 
this gift was much needed and used because there was no completed Bibles. Regardless of 
what you might think, this is a temporal gift, to be used for a set period of time. 
 
__________________________________________ 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 4:11-
12. 
 

16 Ibid., Romans 12:6. 
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1 Corinthians 13:8-10 
 
8 Charity never faileth. But whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 
 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.17 
 
     During the Old Testament and even in the first century of the New Testament this gift was 
vital to answer many of the questions that believers had. Now we have the Bible in its 
entirety, and you find your answers within God’s Word. While you are looking for them, you 
are being transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect, will of God.18 
 
2 Peter 1:19-21 
 

19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines 
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts;  
 
20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,  
 
21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.19 
 
      During Biblical times, the way one tested whether or not a prophet were true or false was 
by whether or not what he said came true. Today, the way we test a person as being true or 
false is whether or not what the person says corresponds to the Bible. 
 
     This is just one of the many gifts that God gave (Spiritual gifts), that He gave. However, 
some of these gifts have ceased. Some of these gifts that brought us all the way through the 
Old Testament into the first century Church of the New Testament; some of these gifts were 
used for the establishment and the confirmation of the New Testament Church.  
 
     Once the Bible came (that more sure word of Prophecy). Once the complete canon of the 
Scripture came and was revealed unto humankind and the Holy Spirit begin to indwell men 
to illuminate them, teach them and guide them; these gifts ceased.   
 

Romans 12:6 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 
us prophesy according to the proportion of faith;20 

__________________________________________ 
17 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 13:8-
10.  
 

18 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 12:3b-d. 
 

19 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 2 Peter 1:19-21. 
 

20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:6.   
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      I want you to notice that these gifts are differing among believers. We all cannot be 
preacher. We all cannot have the gift of service; we all cannot the gift of faith. We all cannot 
have the gift of giving. Did you know that that is a Spiritual gift? Now, we will get deeper into 
all of these as we progress through this text. There are so, so many; and we sit around and 
wonder, ‘well what has God got for me to do?’ 
 
     I had an older gentleman tell me one time over at the Bible college; the best way to find 
your Spiritual gift. Is to practice it. Just start doing something for God! Work in it, practice it, 
during this be asking yourself, ‘do I have the gift of faith?’ ‘Do I have the gift of exhortation?’ 
 
     Ask yourself these questions when you practice these gifts, and know that God does give 
you the grace to exercise these gifts if He has so equipped you with them.  Yes, practice it for 
a while, and you will figure out if it is your gift or not.   
 
     Do not covet these gifts for your own personal glory. Remember, ‘For I say, through the 
grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure 
of faith.’21 
 
     If God gives you the gift, you exercise it; and do not be jealous of others because of their 
Spiritual gifts. There should be no schism in the body of Christ. There should be no envy in 
the body, there should be no strife, and jealously in the body. My hand is not jealous of my 
foot! My hand does not get upset at my eyes because when they are open they are constantly 
working. No my hand does get upset at that. My hand functions in the roll to which God has 
assigned, and likewise my eye. Well, Church that is what we as believers are charged with in 
the body of Christ.  
 
     No schism, none working against one another. But God hath, fitly joined us together in one 
body.22   He has given every single member of the body, gifts, according to His will; to insure 
that this body functions the way He has ordained. Many, many gifts. Have you identified your 
Spiritual gift or gifts? You may have two or three of them and not even realize it.  
 
     I would hate to stand before Him on that day, to give and account.  (May salvation has been 
taken care in Christ, because that was done at Calvary). However, to stand before Him and 
hear Him say. Did not you see everything I gave unto you? Then, what did you do with it? 
What did you do with it? My friend, He has given you a Spiritual gift for you to exercise, 
transform the mind, renew the mind through the Word of God and exercise that gift. So that 
everyone around you may see what the grace of God can do.  
 
__________________________________________ 
21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 12:3. 
 

22 NOTE: ‘ from whom the whole body, fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of 
itself in love.’ 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James 
Bible Publishers), Ephesians 4:16. 
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