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If you will, join me in our text this morning and our text is found in Mark 8:21.

21 And he said unto them, How is it that ye do not understand? 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, I thank thee, O Lord, for bringing us here this morning. We thank 
you, Lord, for the freedom to worship in thy name, to meet together, to sit at thy word, 
Lord. We know that as we walk in this place that, Lord, we are in need of thee to lead us 
to thy word, to lead us to thy feet, to put down all pride and hardness of heart, to bring 
forth, Lord, thy work in our soul, to give us ears to hear, to give us eyes to see the 
gloriousness of thy Gospel that is you. O Lord, may you be pleased this hour to bring 
forth thy truth for the glory of thee and may you strengthen me in thy word, keep me from
any error and, Lord, to thee be all glory, praise and honor. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

We notice this morning that our text is a question. Jesus said unto them, his disciples, 
"How is it that you do not understand?" As I hear that question and I think in my mind, 
my pride will rise at times and say, "But I do understand." I know that as he addressed the
disciples, think about this a moment, these are ones who followed Christ wherever he 
went. The Lord called them as some were fishermen, they were tax collectors, there were 
various many other occupations and when the Lord said, "Come, follow me," they left 
everything they had and they followed the Lord. That's a power. That is an irresistible 
grace. That is the divine power from above to put off your life and to follow Christ. To 
these people he's addressing these words, "How is it you don't understand? You have 
followed me. You have seen the miracles." In fact, we're right here after he fed the 4,000.
Earlier he had fed the 5,000. He had raised the dead. He had healed the sick. He had done
all of these things. They left everything they had to follow this one but yet Jesus asked 
them this question, "How is it you don't understand?" The questions was not, "How do 
you understand?" The question is how you don't understand.

And for you and I today, we go to church, as you see this morning, we're all here. We 
listen to sermons. We pray to God. We study our Bible. We read our Bible apps. We try 
to be kind. We try to do the things that the Lord has said pleases him in his word, and yet 
the Lord still today can say to us, "How is it you don't understand?" And as you hear 
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those words, maybe some of us are sitting out here and we say, "That's kind of harsh. 
That's kind of harsh to say that to those who are following you, Lord," but it's a teaching 
point. The Lord comes down to what they do understand and asks the question why they 
don't understand, and it's very important that this question comes with power because 
we're so swelled with pride and knowledge in this life that we think understanding comes 
from what we get in this life. These were all men who had learned a trade, who had 
families, who had left all of those things to follow another man and yet that man could 
look at them and say, "How is it you don't understand?"

Keep all that in mind this morning as we go back and start and make some comments 
about how we got here and we begin in verse 14 and this is after, I said, he had done the 
miracle to feed the 4,000 and then the Pharisees came to him, of course as they always 
did, and they sought a sign. It didn't matter that he just fed 4,000 people with a few loaves
and a few fish, they still sought a sign. Man today still seeks a sign. I was encountered 
with that again this week, seeking a sign, looking for things that tell us when the end will 
be, tell us where God's presence will be, tell us what to do. "Lord, tell us what to do and 
we'll do it." It's that man-centered theology and so they ask the Lord that question and he 
told them this generation seeks a sign and he says, "There shall no sign be given unto this
generation." He leaves that and then in 14 it says,

"Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread." Now they had just seen the miracle that 
the Lord used a little bit of bread to feed a lot of people so maybe it wasn't prevalent on 
their mind. Maybe they thought, "What does it matter that we don't have much bread? 
This is the bread of life. He can make bread out of nothing."

"Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread, neither had they in the ship with them 
more than one loaf." So Jesus looks at them, they get in the ship, they have one loaf, 
maybe they're presuming upon the grace of the Lord that he'll make more bread. Maybe it
just wasn't important to them, the bread. 

So the Lord then says, "he charged them, saying, Take heed." Now listen, dear ones, 
when the Lord in the word says "take heed" and he says "beware" there is something for 
them to be on the lookout for and something for us to be on the lookout for. This is our 
Shepherd. The Lord is our Shepherd. The sheep will hear the Shepherd's voice. The 
Shepherd's voice says, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees." The Lord had 
just done a miracle with bread. They only took one loaf as they got in the boat and the 
Lord tells them something not physical, he tells them something of a spiritual nature and 
says, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees." We are revealed later in the 
book of Matthew that that leaven of the Pharisees is self-righteousness, it's the doctrine of
the Pharisees. "And of the leaven of Herod." Herod was a Sadducee. They did not believe
in the resurrection. They did not believe in anything spiritual. 

So the Lord tells them, "Be careful. Take heed that you beware of self-righteousness and 
a physical believing life." Two things that are a danger to your soul and will kill your 
soul and there is no coming back from that outside of grace. If you have a Pharisaical 
nature and grace does not save you from that, you will perish in hell. If you have a 
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believing of everything literal or everything has to be physical in your life, you will 
perish if you're not delivered to see that Christ is the bread and that the bread is not 
physical. 

So the Lord uses this moment to say, "Take heed. Beware of these two things." Once 
again, as they get in the boat, they have one loaf of bread. They're focused on the 
physical. The Lord turns the thoughts and the mind and what he's teaching to the 
spiritual. Remember our text, "How is it you don't understand?" 

"And they reasoned," here we come to verse 16, "they reasoned among themselves." So 
when Jesus taught them that, they looked at each other and they said, "Oh, it's because we
have no bread." And I said this a couple of months ago as we looked at a parallel passage 
here, we kind of chuckle at that and we say we even saw that Jesus wasn't talking about 
physical bread, but they're in a boat, they just saw the miracle of the bread and so they're 
reasoning, "Oh, he's upset with us because we don't have bread. That's why he said that. 
That's what he's trying to show us that we're not prepared." And here comes this 
reasoning. This is what we do when we're left to ourselves to reason physically and that 
means anything you find in this word: the resurrection, Christ coming, the judgment day. 
Whatever it is, the book of Revelation, anything in this word as we try to reason it with 
our own reason and our own logic and our own knowledge, we will always fall short.

"And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread." So as 
this is said to them, keep in mind what Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:5-6, he says, "Not that
we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves." I don't know if that's 
true for you this morning. I don't know if you woke up this morning and you think the 
intellect and the reasoning that the Lord has given you is enough for you to will yourself 
or think yourself to heaven. There is a lot of that in today's religion.

But Paul said, "we are not sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves," and 
that has no age limit on it. You can be very young, older. Whatever you accumulate in 
this life, whatever reasoning you've picked up in this life cannot save you. It cannot teach
you who Christ is. 

"And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread." For 
those who just came in, we're in Mark 8. Our text this morning is verse 21 but we've 
backed up and now we're in verse 16. 

"And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is because we have no bread." Paul 
said, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our 
sufficiency is of God." Everything we have in sufficiency for the Christian, for the child 
of God, is found in God. You will see that in this passage. Remember our question, Jesus 
says, "How is it you do not understand? How is it you do not understand?" Verse 6 Paul 
said, "Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life." What did they just do? They 
reasoned because of the letter. Jesus told them, "Take heed, beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the leaven of Herod." They took that on a physical nature to do with 
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bread. That is where Paul said is death. It's the ministration of death to learn a literal 
interpretation of the word, to go on your own reasoning, to go on the physicality of life. 
The walk in Christ is a spiritual walk. It is empowered by the Holy Spirit.

So he says, "the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life." So what we see in 15, Jesus 
instructs spiritually, 16 you see death because of a physical understanding of the word. 
And as I said, we can't fault them. They just saw the miracle, they took what they had and
they reasoned, "Oh, this must be what Jesus is talking about." Don't we do that in the 
word all the time? We take and, "Oh, this is what Jesus is talking about. Oh, I reason this.
Oh, this is what he means in his word." But is that our reasoning or is that the Holy Spirit 
instructing? And sometimes time will have to tell on that.

So as we come now to verse 17, "And when Jesus knew it," he heard what they had to 
say, "he saith unto them, Why reason ye," why are you using your carnal reason? Now 
this, once again, the Lord knows why they're reasoning. They are fallen man just like you
and I. They have a warfare going on just like you and I. And without the unction, without
the power, without the divine power from above, we are left to reason among ourselves. 

So the Lord says, "Why reason you, because you have no bread? perceive ye not yet?" 
Do you still have no understanding about what I just said about the dangers of Pharisaism
and physical life? Living in the literal, living in the physical? Do you not understand what
I'm teaching you? Verse 21, "How is it you do not understand?"

So "Why reason ye, because ye have no bread? perceive ye not yet, neither understand? 
have ye your heart yet hardened?" So what we see is unbelief comes from a hardened 
heart. A hardened heart. When your heart is hardened with carnal reasoning, you will not 
and cannot receive the gift of grace. That must be put down. That must be broken. That 
must be put as one of the enemies under Christ's feet. The two will never mix. That's why
we're told we must be given a new heart, a new understanding. The new nature receives 
that which Christ says. The old nature never will and the old nature will continue to 
reason in itself.

And the Lord says, "perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your heart yet 
hardened?" Now earlier in Mark 6:52 he said, "For they considered not the miracle of the 
loaves," this is when he fed the 5,000, "for their heart was hardened." They had already 
forgotten what the Lord had done. And I ask you in the Spirit this morning, if the Holy 
Spirit is pleased to make you honest and that's the only way it's going to happen, but to 
make you honest before God today, isn't that your testimony, you forget what the Lord 
has done in your life? You forget that the Lord has delivered you faithfully many times 
and when the trial comes and hardship of life, we focus on the physical and we focus on 
the trial and we focus on the very leaven and the things that are in front of us but we do 
not understand Romans 8:28, we do not understand the deliverance of Christ, we do not 
understand that Christ has been faithful throughout our life. And it's the same here. Their 
heart is hardened again and maybe you don't like that, maybe it offends you to think that 
your heart is adamant and hardened against the truth. And it can be. It can be even though
you know it in your mind, even though you know it and perceive it to be truth.
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"They considered not the miracle of the loaves for their heart was hardened." So then in 
verse 18 Jesus says, "Having eyes, see ye not?" You have physical eyes but yet you don't 
see. "And having ears, hear ye not?" You have physical ears, do you not hear? And all of 
them there in that boat could look at Christ and say, "Of course we hear. We would not 
have made a comment had we not heard." But once again the problem is literal and that 
spirit and leaven of Herod that was talked about up here is the problem with literalism 
and the problem with physicality is that we understand based on all the pollution we've 
picked up in our life, however old we are, however much we've picked up in this life. 
"Well, I've learned to live this way. I've learned to live this way." Which is contrary to 
faith.

"Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye not remember?" I'm 
talking about our carnal nature because I do believe the new man in grace grows and we 
grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. But in that growth, it seems like every day 
is such a hardship. We fight against that growth. We fight against surrender. We fight 
against saying, "O Lord, you must do everything for me," because we become so self-
sufficient and that's what you're going to see in this passage today. When the Lord 
answers his own question, "How is it you don't understand?" he reveals the answer is self.
He reveals the answer of you, you're the reason. It's the god of self in your life, the desire 
to put yourself above Christ.

So he asked them again, he said, "Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? 
and do ye not remember? When I brake the five loaves among five thousand, how many 
baskets full of fragments took ye up? They say unto him, Twelve. And when the seven 
among four thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye up? And they said, 
Seven. And he said unto them," what our text is, "How is it that ye do not understand?" 
How is it you don't understand? You could answer the physical questions, you could ask 
the questions that you perceived with your eyes, that you could count with your physical 
ability, you could answer those questions, how is it you do not understand?

Now, we know that throughout the word of God we've seen this in the work of Christ in 
the work of his people, like the two on the road to Emmaus. They had no understanding. 
They talked about the criticalness of what happened with the Lord dying and how sad 
they were and they sat and they walked with the Lord and they couldn't understand that it 
was the Lord. Then in Luke 24:45 he said, "Then opened he their understanding, that they
might understand the scriptures." You and I today, that's the only way we're going to 
understand the Scriptures. You can memorize, you can have your Bible in your hand, you
can have your little app in front of you, but to understand the word of God he must open 
your understanding. "How is it that you do not understand?"

Now hold your finger there and turn with me over to Ephesians 1. We've been in 
Ephesians 1 a lot but we're going to move down a little bit from where we usually land. 
We've been in the beginning of Ephesians 1 for I think the last couple of times I've 
preached, but we're going to move down a little bit today to start in verse 15.
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Now listen to what Paul writes to this church. He says, "Wherefore I also, after I heard of 
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints." Listen to this. He's heard about 
their faith and their love. Well, what more do they need?

"Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the 
saints, Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers." I thank 
the Lord for the testimony of Christ in your life.

Now look at verse 17, "That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him." Do you find 
that odd that Paul would pray for understanding and wisdom to be given to people who 
already had faith and love? The religious world today finds that very hard to understand 
because if God has given it to me, I have enough. Now I must exercise it. Now I must use
this gift that God has given me to bring him glory. Paul said, "I pray for you that the 
Lord, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him." How can he pray for that if they've already exercised or already had 
faith and love of Christ mentioned up there, "he faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all 
the saints"? And if that's all they needed, if that's it, if the Lord gives us a gift one time 
and we are to exercise that the rest of our lives, there would be no need for Paul to pray 
and to ask the Lord to give them the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
him. 

How is it that we don't understand? That's the question today, "That the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may 
know," do you see that? How he opens the eyes? He just told them, "You have eyes and 
you don't see." Remember how we started this sermon? Remember, these are ones who 
saw the miracles, saw the casting out of devils, saw the raising of the dead, saw the Lord 
heal people, and yet they still can't reason what the Lord has to say to them on a spiritual 
level. They can't get there. They don't understand. You and I have this Bible at our 
disposal every day. We can come to this word every day, some of us probably do, but 
without him we'll never understand it aright. We can't understand it based upon our carnal
understanding.

"The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of
his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints." To open our 
eyes to see what we have in Christ, the incredible riches that we have in Christ alone, that
we as Paul had already said, we're not sufficient of ourselves. We don't have those riches.
In Christ we have all those riches. In Christ, dependent upon him. He giveth of the gift, 
he must exercise the gift, he must bring it to life. He must breathe upon us the breath of 
life. We're in need of daily grace. Just as the manna taught us, we can't store the manna 
for tomorrow. It will stinketh. When we look at tomorrow's manna or we think we're 
going to live on tomorrow's grace, we're going to read it wrong, we're going to depend on
something that we see with our physical eyes. We need the Lord's presence and 
knowledge and direction every day.
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"And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe." What is that 
exceeding greatness of his power, "according to the working of his mighty power." Paul 
is not one of those religious people that we have today, as I met this week, that brings you
to the Lord only does so much and depends on you to do the rest. Paul said, "If that was 
the case, I would be dead. I wouldn't do it. I would not exercise it myself." 

It's "according to the working of his mighty power." Paul has already told us in Romans 
the things that he wants to do he can't do. Why is that, Paul? I mean, you live in the 
resurrection life of the Lord, why is it? Is it so hard to see that we have this warfare every
day of our life here? Is it so hard to understand the one you look across to today sitting 
across from you, sitting in front of you, has a warfare? Is that so hard to understand? 
Yeah, it is. We reason everything and we reason according to what our religion is. "You 
should be this way. You should be that way. I should be this way. I am this way." Are 
you? Are you self-sufficient?

What is this exceeding greatness of the power of the Lord? Is it "according to the 
working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places." You know I've read this 
many times and said that's the faith we need. The same resurrection power is the faith we 
need every day to believe and he is faithful to give it. In the measure he sees that we have
need of to believe and trust in him, that's what he gives, according to his good pleasure, 
according to his will each day.

"Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places, Far above." Listen, this is Christ, "Far above." This is 
what we are in Christ, "Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
And hath put all things under his feet." How is it that you do not understand? Well, Lord, 
it's the devil of self that's in me. That's how. It's my unbelief. It's the world that's so close 
to me that Solomon said is so close to my heart. It's the flesh that always fails. It's the 
flesh of self that looks for I. It's the wicked one that comes and tells me lies and I want to 
believe him.

"And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all." 

This is all back in our text in verse 21, "How is it that you do not understand?" And what 
I've been sharing with you in the last few verses in Ephesians and the verse in Luke and 
the verse that I'm about to read in Job, is how we do understand. Elihu said this in Job 
32:8, "But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 
understanding." This is what he has revealed to his saints all throughout from the 
beginning. There is a need of guidance and wisdom and understanding and it's in the head
who has preeminence over all things. And as we stray from that head, and I mean this 
experientially in our experience, as we stray from him and we look to ourselves and we 
look for signs, as we heard earlier in the Pharisees, as they looked for signs and we look 
for signs and we're always putting the Lord to the test, "You've got to do this. Or you've 
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got to do that. If you show me this. If you show me that," when right in front of us is his 
finished work, right in front of us is what the Lord has done for his people, right in front 
of us is what the Lord does, will do, can do all things. He has put all enemies under his 
feet. He has put all things under his feet, including our unbelief. That's the message of the
Gospel, Christ. Christ is the answer. Christ is the all in all.

So now we go on. We've heard our text and now the Lord is going to explain to them 
how they don't understand. "And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man 
unto him, and besought him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand, and 
led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he
asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking." Isn't
that interesting? Not many times in the Bible do you have the Lord using means but he 
used means this time from the standpoint that he spit on his eyes and put his hands upon 
him. So when he did that, and this is just like you and I reading the Bible or you and I 
praying, there was a blessing withheld. So he's left to see the way he sees. He can't see 
men as men. He can't understand. 

How is it that you do not understand? Now the Lord in his graciousness has given us the 
word. The Lord in his mercy, as I prayed this morning, what a great freedom it is to 
assemble in this place this morning and hear the word of God. I hope you never take for 
granted, I hope you never sit there and go, "Well, that's going to be there every week." 
We don't know that. But what a great gift it is to be able to come here and hear the word 
of God, hear Christ exalted. But can that save us? Can we understand? There are many 
that said, "These things are too hard to understand and they followed him no more." 

So Jesus, he spits on his eyes and puts his hands upon him and he asks him, "How do you
see? How do you see what this means? How do you see with this?" "And he looked up, 
and said, I see men as trees, walking." And so you see there is definitely not a sight given
to see and to understand. He can't see clearly and that's what happens when we're left t 
ourselves. And if you don't believe that, we're going to head to the next verse here in a 
moment because then in 25 it says, 

"After that he put his hands again upon his eyes," here's the difference, "and made him 
look up." There's the power. There's the power. The power is not in the means. The 
power is divine power and the Lord said, "You're going to look up. You're not going to 
look at men. You're not going to look at trees. You're going to look up to see me 
reigning." That is the secret to life, if you will, in the Christian walk. It is seeing Jesus. 
That's what Paul said in Hebrews, "But we see Jesus." It's according to the mighty power,
the mighty divine power Peter wrote about in 2 Peter 1:3. He said, "According as his 
divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life."

He made him look up to see Jesus. He makes you to lie down in a green pasture. If we 
could do it ourselves, we wouldn't need him to make us to come off these things in this 
life that will certainly kill us. And if you believe in a partial Savior that leaves you to 
yourself, you will perish. You will perish without the grace and the power of Christ to lift
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you off yourself. Do you see that in 24? He looked up and he saw. He saw. "That's the 
why I see things, I see men as trees. That's my understanding." 

How is it you do not understand? And the Lord says, "Look up." He made him to look up
and he was restored and saw every man clearly. I would love to be able to see every man 
clearly today who they are, what they are, but I can't do that without Christ. I will see 
them as trees. I will see them in my understanding. But even more importantly, I want to 
see Christ. "Lord, how is it I don't understand? I'm too involved with self and I'm too 
involved with the things in this life. I need you to make me look up to see you reigning, 
to see you as the one who has put all of my enemies and your enemies, which are my 
enemies, under your feet." That's what I need in this hour. That's what I need in the hour 
to come. That's what I need in the week to come. That's what I need in my life, for the 
Lord to make me to look up to see him.

"And he sent him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in 
the town." And I know that really bothers some religious people. "Well, you should be 
going door to door telling everybody what the Lord did for you." But the Lord sent him 
home, he sent him home for private worship. He sent him home. It was between him and 
the Lord.

"And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the 
way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say that I am?" Once again, 
remember all of this is coming from verse 21, "How is it that you do not understand?" 
And he says to them, "Who do thy say that I am?" And Peter answered and said unto him,
"Thou art the Christ." Matthew's account says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Peter, what a wonderful declaration. Could you say that today? Could you say that 
if you were asked, "Who does the world say that Christ is? Who do you say that I am?"

I think I missed some verses. After 27 he said, "Whom do men say that I am? And they 
answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. And he 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, 
Thou art the Christ." So, you see, there is an understanding out there of who Christ is. 
He's a prophet. He was John the Baptist reincarnated, whatever you want to call it. And 
then the Lord says, "But who do you say, disciples? Who do you? You have followed me 
everywhere. You have seen the miracles. Who do you say that I am?" And Peter answers 
just verbosely like Peter did a lot and I'm like that a lot, with zeal I say, "Yes, Lord, this is
who you are! You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

In Matthew 16:17 in the same parallel passage, "And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee." 
What? You couldn't reason that by following me and seeing the miracles? No. What's 
been revealed to you, Peter, is that my Father has revealed it to you, "but my Father 
which is in heaven." Isn't that what Paul said in Ephesians? We know things but how do 
we know them? He must give us understanding.
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Remember the question, "How is it that you do not understand?" The Lord takes the onus
and the glory from Peter and says, "All glory belongs to the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost. That's how you understand. Flesh and blood, Peter, has not revealed it to you. You
won't learn it from a man, you won't learn it from a family member, you won't learn it 
from somebody on tv. You won't learn it from reading the Bible unless the Lord comes 
with power, that divine power to say this is true. I am the way, the truth and the life." So 
he says to Peter, "My Father has revealed this to you." 

So in 30 it says, "And he charged them that they should tell no man of him." Interesting 
again. Kind of flies in the face of that door to door stuff. But the Lord said, "No, it's not 
time to speak about me." But remember, we're still under this question. We're not done.

"And he began to teach them, that the Son of man," remember, how is it that you do not 
understand? Peter thought he understood. "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Okay?

"And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him." Why? Because Peter saw self. He didn't want Jesus to die. He didn't want 
Jesus to go. He wanted his friend to stay with him and he saw self. How is it, Peter, you 
don't understand? That's the answer every time: you see self. You see the lust of your 
flesh. You see what you desire. You say, "Well, wait a minute, Peter just said that he's the
Christ." Yes, but that wasn't revealed by Peter, it was revealed by the Father which is in 
heaven. Flesh and blood cannot reveal it.

"And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. But 
when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee 
behind me, Satan." Speaking of the devil working right then, he says, "Get behind me, 
Satan. This is your work because you desire the things of men," and the devil and our 
fallen nature and the world all work in perfect consortium to do just that.

"For thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men." What's 
wrong with Peter's eyesight again? He sees as man. He sees as self. How is it that you do 
not understand? It's the question we've asked many times throughout this sermon. How is 
it that you do not understand, and the answer the Lord gives us throughout this entire 
passage is self. The idol of self that must be crucified and not by you, but by him.

And Peter who witnessed many things and had beautiful things, "You are the Christ, the 
son of the living God," but he was dependent on the Father to reveal that to him through 
the Son, by the Holy Ghost. And then Peter left to his own, "No, Lord, you can't go. It 
would be horrible for you to go. Don't do it! Don't go!" And the Lord rebukes the devil 
and he's showing by doing that, showing them the power of the enemy, so powerful that 
you could come up and say, "I don't want the Lord's will. I don't want the Lord to carry 
out his will." You savor the things of men, not the things of God.
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Then the rest of this chapter is devoted to the Lord applying what he just answered his 
own question, "How is it you do not understand?" "And when he had called the people 
unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." Do you see? How is it you don't
understand? It's that self again. You can't take up the cross which the Lord has ordained 
in your life as long as self is your Lord. You can't. You can't. Self has to be crucified. 
You can't walk into trials by faith, you can't do any of that that the Lord has designed for 
your life as long as you are the god of your life, as long as your wisdom and your 
understanding exalts yourself and not Christ.

"Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it." Your life, your centeredness of self-
preservation in your life. I must live my life for me. No. No, if you hear the voice of the 
Shepherd, the Shepherd tells us to live our life in Christ, for Christ, by Christ.

These next two verses, I tell you, every time I read them, I kind of shudder a little bit. I 
get a little tingle back on the back of my neck. "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" If you follow self your whole life and you 
get everything you want and you are who you are at the time it is time for you to pass 
from this life, what have you gained? What have you gained? Are you going to take all 
that with you? Is that what life is? Is there no eternal life? Oh, there is eternal life, alright.

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" You see it every day. You see man 
sell out every day. I'm around people every day of my life who would give up their life 
for riches, give up their life for titles, give up their life for this life. Give up their soul. 
Sell their soul to the devil, whatever you want to call it.

"Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?" Do you want to know how you don't
understand? You are the god of your life.

"Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation," and it still is, believe me, "of him also shall the Son of man be 
ashamed." Are you ashamed that the Lord says without him you can do nothing? Are you
ashamed to say that, "I'm dependent upon the Lord for everything in my life"? Are you so
ashamed that you have to mix what you do with Christ? If you are, "of him also shall the 
Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."
O Lord, may you put down self today in all of us and exalt thy Son who you have given 
the preeminence. To the praise and glory of him.  

Let us pray.

Lord, add your power. Come, Lord, to our souls for the glory of thee. In Jesus' name I 
pray. Amen.
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