
God Heard, Remembered and Had Respect 
 
Exodus 2:23-25 
23  And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of 

Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by 

reason of the bondage. 

24  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 

Isaac, and with Jacob. 

25  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
 
Introduction 
The book of Genesis ends with the death of Joseph, where his brethren had all moved to Egypt 
to escape the famine.  That whole generation died in Egypt and time passed and in the 
beginning of Exodus it says, “Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not 
Joseph.”  

• Egyptian king began to oppress the children of Israel and turned them into slaves “and 
they made their lives bitter with hard bondage,” “but the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew.” 

o In Joseph’s day, he saved Egypt from the famine by storing up food in the 7 years 
of plenty and he became a ruler, but know all is forgotten and the Hebrews were 
a problem for the Egyptians, so they forced them into slavery and it says they 
had them build treasure cities for pharaoh. 

o Exodus chapter 2 begins by talking about Moses’ birth and him fleeing after 
slaying an Egyptian and it ends with these 3 verses in our passage. 

 
The Ongoing Problem 

23  And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of 

Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by 

reason of the bondage. 
 

• “And it came to pass in the process of time…” the children of Israel had been in bondage 
to the Egyptians for nearly 70 years by this point and when the king of Egypt died, they 
were hoping that the new king would free them, but nothing changed. 

o The new pharaoh wasn’t willing to give up the free labor and the hope they had 
placed in the ruler was gone. 

o Egypt in the Bible is always a spiritual picture of sin and the world and they were 
in bondage. 

 

Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not 

entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
 

• The Bible equates our former life in sin, to slavery as well.  We are in bondage to the 
devil before we come to Jesus Christ, who in salvation sets us free! 



o Just like pharaoh wasn’t willing to let the slaves go free, neither is the devil 
willing to free people that he has deceived, it takes a greater power! 
 

• So, when the earthly hope is gone (the new king didn’t change) and they are still in 
bondage, what do they do? 

o They cried out to God! 
o They should have done this in the beginning, but they spent almost 70 years in 

bondage before they really cried out to God. 
▪ The Bible says that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” 

and that “the wages of sin is death” and we just saw that sins will hold 
you in bondage, but all you need to do is to realize that Jesus Christ came 
to save sinners. 

▪ He voluntarily died on the cross for the sins of the world, he was buried 
and he rose on the third day, all according to what the scriptures 
foretold. 

• If you admit you are a sinner and you believe Jesus died for your 
sins and rose again, all you need to do is call on Jesus’ name for 
forgiveness of sins and by your faith, he will save your soul, 
forgive your sins, give you eternal life, a new heart and a new 
mind and you will be set free from the bondage of sin, it will no 
more have the hold on your life that it did before. 

• The question is what are you waiting for?  Do you want to spend 
another year, 5 years, 10 years, before coming to Jesus…it won’t 
get any better and this world will let you down, just cry to Jesus 
today! 
 

• Why do we wait so long to ask God for help?  Why do we exhaust all of our own efforts 
before turning to Jesus? 

o Instead of waiting until the process of time continues for days, months or 
years…cry out to the Lord today! 

 
God Hears Our Cries 

24  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 

Isaac, and with Jacob. 
 
Verse 23 ended with their cry came up to God and verse 24 starts with, “And God heard their 
groaning…” 

• God hears his children and he hears our prayers, which means that he is listening 
carefully and our cries to him gets his attention. 

o Even though it may not seem like God is listening at times, because we are in a 
season of trial or waiting, God is listening. 

 



Psalms 116:1-2  I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my 

supplications.  2  Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I call upon him as 

long as I live. 
 

• Because we have a God that hears us and he knows our voice, it should cause us to pray 
to him more and more. 

o Every answered prayer should drive us to pray more. 
o God is listening and he wants to hear from us, but are we crying out to him every 

day? 
 
God Remembers His Promises 

24  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 

Isaac, and with Jacob. 
 
Not only does God hear, but the last part of verse 24 says, “and God remembered his covenant 
with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.” 

• God had made promises to Abraham: 
o Genesis 12:7 – “And the Lord appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will 

I give this land…” 
o Genesis 13:14-15 – “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated 

from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:  15  For all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.” 

o Genesis 15:18 – “…the LORD made a covenant with Abrahm, saying, Unto thy 
seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates.” 

o Genesis 18:18 – God says in talking about Abraham, “…Abraham shall surely 
become a great a mighty nation…” 

o Genesis 26 – God promises Isaac that Abraham’s promises would continue to 
him, including making him a great nation and giving him the land. 

o Genesis 28:13 – God told Jacob, “I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed.” 
 

• If the children of Israel, all the descendants of Jacob are to be a great nation and they 
are to dwell in the land of promise forever, why are they living in bondage to Egypt? 

• Had God forgotten the promises that he had made for them?   
o No, God remember his covenant, he never forgot those promises, but he was 

waiting for them to cry out to him. 
o No pharaoh could prevent them from escaping and not enemy could prevent 

them from inhabiting the land that God had promised, the only one that could 
hinder was the children of Israel themselves! 



▪ God is waiting for us to cry out to him too!  He hasn’t forgotten the 
promises that he made to us in His Word. 

 
God Looked Upon Them 

25  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
 

• Verse 25 begins with, “And God looked upon the children of Israel.”  He saw them, he 
saw their bondage, he saw their condition, he saw their pain and suffering, he never 
turned his back on them. 

o God sees his children, he sees when we are faithful, he sees when we are 
rebellious, he sees when we are being oppressed by the world and he sees when 
we trust him. 

o It may seem like God is distant or he doesn’t see what is going on, but God was 
watching, which reminds me of when the disciples got into a boat, but Jesus 
stayed and went up into a mountain to pray and the Bible says that a great storm 
arose and it says that Jesus “saw them toiling in rowing” and he walked onto the 
water to save them. 

▪ I don’t know what you are going through, but once you call out to Jesus, 
the storm may not lift instantly, but Jesus sees where you are at, he 
won’t let you drown and he is so close to calming the storm. 

 
God Respected Their Faith 

25  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 
 
Not only did God hear their cries and he remembered his covenant, and he looked upon them 
but verse 25 says, “and God had respect unto them.” 

• We see the phrase of God having respect first used in the Bible in Genesis 4:4 where it 
says, “the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering” but not Cain’s offering. 

o God wasn’t looking at what they brought, but he was looking into their hearts 
and he saw faith in Abel’s heart as he brought his sacrifice to God and he saw 
dead religion in Cain’s heart and he had no respect to his offering. 

o That phrase “God had respect unto them” tells us that they were finally crying 
out the Lord in faith. 

▪ They knew the promises, they knew that their bondage wasn’t part of the 
long-term promise from God and they believed that God could set them 
free and bring them to the land that he had promised for them and 
believed that he would establish them as a nation and God rewarded 
their faith 

 

• God had promises them that he wouldn’t leave them in Egypt and the children of Israel 
were taking that promise that God had given to them and they believed it and cried out 
to the Lord with that promise. 



o We can still do the same thing today!  We can take promises from God’s Word, 
we can trust in them and we can pray to God using the promises from His Word 
and God seeing our heart and our belief, will have respect unto us as well. 

▪ God is still rewarding faith today! 

Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

• What do you need from God today? 
o Are you one of his children?  If not, you need to call on Jesus for forgiveness of 

sins today. 
o Are you praying to God or are you trying to fix it yourself or waiting for the 

circumstances of this world to change? 
o Are you taking God’s promises that he has given to us and applying them to your 

situation?  It takes getting into the Bible and study time to find verses applicable 
to your situation. 

o Are you praying with Scripture and faith and fully trusting God? 
▪ If we start to really do that, God will hear, he will remember his promises, 

he will see where we are at and he will honor our faith. 
 


