
THE CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE 
John 2:13-25 

1. The body of the believer is the Temple of God.   
1 Corinthians 3:9-17  For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's 
husbandry, ye are God's building.  10  According to the grace of God which is 
given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another 
buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereupon.  11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.  12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;  13  Every man's work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.  14  If any man's work abide 
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.  15  If any man's work 
shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by 
fire.  16  Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?  17  If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
Matthew 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. 
Romans 8:9-10  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his.  10  And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

2. Jesus wants His Temple to be clean. 
Proverbs 16:2  All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD 
weigheth the spirits. 
Exodus 19:14-15  And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and 
sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes.  15  And he said unto the 
people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives. 
Psalms 139:23-24  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 
thoughts:  24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting. 
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness?  15  And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?  16  And what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living 
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.  17  Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you,  18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 

daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.  7:1  Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
Colossians 3:5-14  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; 
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry:  6  For which things' sake the wrath of God 
cometh on the children of disobedience:  7  In the which ye also walked some 
time, when ye lived in them.  8  But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.  9  Lie not one to 
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;  10  And have 
put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that 
created him:  11  Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor 
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in 
all.  12  Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;  
13  Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  14  And above all 
these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

3. Jesus claims authority over His Temple and will 
scourge when necessary. 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20  
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's. 
1 Peter 1:18-19  Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold… 19  But with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 
Hebrews 12:3-6  For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.  4  Ye have not yet 
resisted unto blood, striving against sin.  5  And ye have forgotten the 
exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:  6  For 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 
receiveth. 

4. The purpose of the Temple is to glorify God. 
Psalms 19:9-14  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments 
of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  10  More to be desired are they 
than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the 
honeycomb.  11  Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward.  12  Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou 
me from secret faults.  13  Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; 



let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be 
innocent from the great transgression.  14  Let the words of my mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and 
my redeemer. 
Psalms 51:2-12  Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin.  3  For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.  4  
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou 
mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.  5  
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.  6  
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou 
shalt make me to know wisdom.  7  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  8  Make me to hear joy and gladness; 
that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.  9  Hide thy face from my 
sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.  10  Create in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me.  11  Cast me not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me.  12  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
Psalms 119:9-11  Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word.  10  With my whole heart have I sought 
thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.  11  Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
Matthew 23:25-28  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of 
extortion and excess.  26  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within 
the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also.  27  Woe unto 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, 
and of all uncleanness.  28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
1 John 1:7-9  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.  8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.  9  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


