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The Good Shepherd (John 10) 
 

I. Jesus’ parable about the Shepherd and His sheep  

Joh 10:1  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the 

same is a thief and a robber.  
Joh 10:2  But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.  

Joh 10:3  To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.  

Joh 10:4  And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.  

Joh 10:5  And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.  
Joh 10:6  This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they were which he spake unto them.  

 

 A. The door 

Joh 10:7  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  
 

Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  
 

Act 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.  

 

Eph 2:18  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  
 

 B. The thieves and robbers 

Joh 10:8  All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.  
 

Eze 34:2  Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto 

the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?  

Eze 34:3  Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.  

Eze 34:4  The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that 
which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was 

lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them.  

Eze 34:5  And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when 

they were scattered.  
Eze 34:6  My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the 

face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them.  

Eze 34:7  Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;  

Eze 34:8  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast 
of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed 

themselves, and fed not my flock;  

Eze 34:9  Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;  



Eze 34:10  Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and 

cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my 
flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.  

Eze 34:11  For thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out.  

Eze 34:12  As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will I seek out my 

sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day.  
Eze 34:13  And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own 

land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country.  

Eze 34:14  I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in 

a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel.  
Eze 34:15  I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord GOD.  

Eze 34:16  I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up that which was 

broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed them with 

judgment.  
 

Mat 23:13  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye 
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.  

Mat 23:14  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long 

prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation.  

Mat 23:15  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when 
he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves.  

 

Act 20:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.  

Act 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.  

Act 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day 

with tears.  
 

Mat 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.  
 

2Co 11:13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  

2Co 11:14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  

2Co 11:15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end 

shall be according to their works.  
 

2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  

2Pe 2:2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  

2Pe 2:3  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.  

 

II. The Good Shepherd 

Joh 10:9  I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  
Joh 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they 

might have it more abundantly.  

Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  
 

III. Distinction between the Good Shepherd and a hireling  
Joh 10:12  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 

sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.  

Joh 10:13  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  
Joh 10:14  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.  

Joh 10:15  As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep.  
 

IV. Good news for the Gentiles 

Joh 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.  

 

Eph 2:11  Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which 

is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands;  

Eph 2:12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  

Eph 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  

Eph 2:14  For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;  

Eph 2:15  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace;  



Eph 2:16  And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:  

Eph 2:17  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.  
Eph 2:18  For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  

Eph 2:19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of 

God;  

Eph 2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  
Eph 2:21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  

Eph 2:22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.  
 

V. The Father’s love for the Son and His salvation 

Joh 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  
Joh 10:18  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 

This commandment have I received of my Father.  

 

VI. Always two groups (except for the fact that there usually are three) 

Joh 10:19  There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings.  

Joh 10:20  And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him?  

Joh 10:21  Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?  
 

Joh 9:16  Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, 
How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them.  

 

Joh 7:43  So there was a division among the people because of him.  
 

Joh 6:64  But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and 

who should betray him.  

Joh 6:65  And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.  
Joh 6:66  From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.  

Joh 6:67  Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away?  

Joh 6:68  Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  

Joh 6:69  And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.  
 

Act 28:24  And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not.  
 

Act 13:48  ...and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.  

 

Act 17:32  And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this 

matter.  

Act 17:33  So Paul departed from among them.  

Act 17:34  Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed...  
 

Act 26:27  King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest.  
Act 26:28  Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.  
 

Joh 12:42  Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess 

him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  

Joh 12:43  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.  
 

VII. Jesus speaks about His salvation—and they attempt to kill Him 

Joh 10:22  And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.  

Joh 10:23  And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch.  

Joh 10:24  Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the 
Christ, tell us plainly.  

Joh 10:25  Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of 

me.  

Joh 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  
Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  

Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  

Joh 10:29  My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  

Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one. 
Joh 10:31  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.  
 

1. The extent of depravity (the unresponsiveness of natural men to spiritual truths) 

Joh 10:26  But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep… 
 

1Co 2:14  But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 

know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  



 

2. The effectual call of regeneration 

Joh 10:27  My sheep hear my voice… 
 

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 

and they that hear shall live.  
 

3. The covenant relationship of eternal uniting love 
Joh 10:27  …and I know them… 

 

Rom 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brethren.  
 

4. The irresistible grace that brings certainty of response to the call 
Joh 10:27  …they follow me 

 

Joh 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  
 

5. The particular and successful redemption of God’s people 

Joh 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life… 
 

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

6. The eternal security and final preservation of God’s people 

Joh 10:28  …they shall never perish…  
 

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.  

 

7. The all-mighty power of the Savior to save 

Joh 10:28  …neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  
 

Heb 7:25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him...  
 

8. The election of God’s people in the eternal covenant of grace 

Joh 10:29  My Father, which gave them me…    
 

Joh 6:39  And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should 

raise it up again at the last day 
 

9. The position of sovereignty and supremacy of the Father 

Joh 10:29  …is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.  
 

Dan 4:35  ...he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his 
hand...  

 

10. The deity of Christ and the unity of the Godhead in salvation 

Joh 10:30  I and my Father are one.  
 

1Jn 5:7  For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 


